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Chair’s Message  
All sectors of society have felt the impact of the economic downturn this 
past year. The engineering field is not an exception. In fact, in these 
current economic times, engineering can take a hit. As companies try to 
cut back and tighten their budgets, engineering research and development 
can be the first to go. We must show industry that this is not the right 
approach. 

We, as engineers, must show industry that this is a shortsighted 
approach. Yes, industry can work harder and try to tighten its belt to 
weather the storm, but without engineers there is only so much it can do. 
If we continue to make things the same way we always have, there is a 
limit to how much we can cut costs. It takes an engineer to look at the 
process and the product and see if there is a revolutionary way to change 
things. 

I know an engineer who was asked to look at the manufacturing of a 
specific widget. In particular, there was one central component that was 
costly and not always reliable. Instead of just looking for a substitute 
component that would be less costly or more reliable, he looked at what 
the product as a whole was doing and “re-engineered” it to eliminate the 
need for the troublesome component entirely, thus reducing 
manufacturing costs and increasing the product’s reliability. It is this kind 
of revolutionary thinking that we need to encourage in all fields of 
engineering, whether it be at the large manufacturing end of things or the 
smallest little detail needed to make a company run smoother and more 
efficiently.  

I encourage all of you to take this opportunity to really look at the work you 
are doing and see if there is a way to improve on the status quo. Engineers 
have been behind some of the biggest advancements of our society over 
the past hundred years. As we go into the future, we need to continue in 
this tradition.   

Derek Van Ee, P.Eng. 
dvanee@gmail.com

EVENTS CALENDAR 
Past Events 
JUL 2008 Blue Jays All You Can Eat Baseball Game 
SEP 2008 Annual Chapter Charity Golf Tournament 
SEP 2008 General Motors Global Visualization Centre Tour 
SEP 2008 Fall Certificate Presentation and Dinner Theater 
JAN 2009 Chapter AGM at Harmony Creek 
FEB 2009 4th Annual Chapter Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition 
AUG 2009 Blue Jays All You Can Eat Baseball Game 
SEP 2009 Fall Certificate Presentation and Dinner Theater 
OCT 2009 Ajax Water Treatment Facility Tour 
NOV 2009 Oshawa Generals Hockey Game 
 
Upcoming Events 
JAN 30  2010 Chapter AGM at Harmony Creek 
FEB 13  2010 Chapter Curling Day 
FEB 28  2010 5th Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition 
SEP 10  2010 Annual Chapter Charity Golf Tournament 
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EVENT REPORT 

2008 PEO LAKE ONTARIO ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 
After 16 years, the weather finally caught up with us. Despite, or maybe in spite of, a dismal, rainy September, 24 golfers 
made it out to Deer Creek Golf Centre on September 12, 2008, to participate in the 2008 PEO Lake Ontario Chapter Golf 
Tournament. The winning foursome, in 2008, was from Golder 
Associates.  
 
The tournament has been scheduled for the Friday after Labour Day 
since 1992 and for a number of years rotated amongst the golf courses 
in Durham Region. In 1996, we landed at Deer Creek Golf Centre in Ajax 
and have been there ever since. In 2000, we changed the format from 
individual score play to a scramble. The tournament has been weak in 
the number of players over the last few years and the committee felt that 
possibly changes were necessary. A survey was crafted to seek input 
from the Lake Ontario Chapter membership on what changes, if any, 
could be implemented to improve the tournament for all potential 
participants. 
 
Forty-three members took part in the survey and we thank them for their 
time and interest. The following is a summary of the responses received. 
 

1. When should the tournament be scheduled:  On a Friday (36%) 
 In September (47%) 

2. Format:  Scramble (57%) 
3. Where:  Deer Creek (43%), 

 Royal Ashburn (31%) 
4. Should the tournament be at the same course every year or 

rotate: 
 No (56%), rotate among 3 

courses (48%) 
5. Is the Cost of the tournament ($135) too much:  Yes (53%) 

 No (45%) 
 
There were a number of comments that were also received. It was suggested that the player registration should be as low 
as $40. We are sensitive to the costs. There is a price to pay for the use of a quality golf course and the hospitality of the 
course staff. We have to commit to a minimum number of golfers to be on the course. To mitigate the financial risks, the 
decision was made a number of years ago not to subsidize the participant fees. 
 
In the early years, we were able to garner significant sponsorship support for the tournament to help subsidize the cost to 
the players. Sponsorship support has waned, even though we have sought out new sponsors to contact. Sponsorship 
monies now go towards the costs of not meeting our minimum participant numbers. 
 
As another attempt to control costs, in 2008, we changed from a prize table to providing a small gift package to all golfers. 
 
One comment from the survey suggested the existence of an “old boys club”. We are very disheartened by this statement. 
There is certainly a core number of participants who have played in a majority of the tournaments over the years. We are 
always pleased to see new participants, with the hope that they come back in future years to enjoy not just a day of golf, 
but also meeting colleagues from the area. We not only hope that our members will participate but that they will bring 
colleagues from work and business friends and family. 
 
 
(cont’d next page) 
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EVENT REPORT 

(CONT’D) 2008 PEO LAKE ONTARIO ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT REPORT 

To thank those who responded to the survey, we offered a free entry to the tournament. The winner, from a random draw 
of the names of those who took time to respond, is Dr. Michael Bennett from UOIT. We look forward to Dr. Bennett and 
others from UOIT joining us. 
 
The proceeds from the tournament are donated to the PEO Lake Ontario Chapter Endowment Fund, held in trust by the 
Durham Community Foundation. Through this fund, PEO members have helped children in need of special walkers, 
helped the Canadian Red Cross provide emergency kits, helped special needs children enjoy a quiet time after a day of 
horseback riding, helped Habitat for Humanity build a house for a family in need, helped provide a program for at-risk 
children. This year, the economy is even more threatening and we have an opportunity to help through our golf 
tournament proceeds. 
 
We were scheduled, by Deer Creek Golf Centre, to play the 2009 tournament on September 4. When you check your 
calendar you will see that this was the Friday before Labour Day. We reviewed this date and recognized that our 
members would more likely be enjoying the last weekend of the summer at the cottage. To mitigate the risk of significant 
financial losses, we decided to cancel the tournament for 2009. We will regroup and return in 2010 with a bigger and 
better tournament. 
 

See you in 2010. 
 
 

PAST EVENT 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS VS TORONTO BLUE JAYS 
ALL YOU CAN EAT BASEBALL GAME 

On August 22, 2009, the Lake Ontario Chapter attended for the second year in 
a row a Toronto Blue Jays all you can eat baseball game. This year, the Jays 
faced the Los Angeles Angels. Although the Jays lost 7-3, the event was a 
great success with members enjoying the afternoon game in right field. The 
food available in the all you can eat promotion included hot dogs, nachos, 
popcorn, peanuts, and soft drinks. Pizza and alcoholic beverages were extra. 
 
The chapter plans on holding another event this year, so if you couldn’t attend 
in 2009, make sure you don’t miss it in 2010. It is a great way to enjoy an 
afternoon with lots to eat from the start of the game till the 7th inning stretch. 
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EVENT REPORT 

2009 NATIONAL ENGINEERING WEEK EVENT 
FOURTH ANNUAL POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE BUILDING COMPETITION 

Professional Engineers Ontario’s Lake Ontario Chapter and the Ontario 
Association of Certified Engineering Technicians and Technologists Durham 
Chapter in partnership with the Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science at 
University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT) held their fourth annual 
Popsicle Stick Bridge Building Competition during National Engineering Week 
(NEW). NEW’s aim is to raise public awareness of the importance of 
engineering and technology in our daily lives and to encourage young people 
to consider careers in engineering and technology. The event was held on 
Saturday, February 28, 2009 in the Market Place Cafeteria at the UOIT 
campus. The event was once again a tremendous success. This years’ event 
saw 30 bridges tested. The event ran from 10:00 a.m. through to 3:00 p.m. 

with an estimated 200 people in attendance. There were a number of participants making their second and third 
appearances and quite a few newcomers. 
 
The event consisted of two categories: “Junior” for students in grades 5 and 6 and “Senior” for students in grades 7 and 8.  
Prizes were awarded for the two strongest bridges in each category. The first and second place categories in the “Junior” 
Division went to “The Eagles” team comprising Elizabeth Van Ee and Samuel Van Ee from Whitefield Christian School, 
and the “Hucklebridge” team comprising Nelson Hucklebridge from Ajax. Elizabeth’s and Samuel’s bridge held a 
maximum load of 807 N while Nelson’s bridge held a maximum load of 621 N. The first and second place categories in 
the “Senior” Division went to team “EMK” (Emily Kiyonaga) from Highbush Public School in Pickering and “Platinum 
Knights” (Abbi S, Richard H, Anohjan K, and Ryan E) from Nottingham Public School in Ajax with astounding maximum 
loads of 4502 and 1787 Newtons respectively. 

Emily’s team “Girl Power” was last year’s winner of the Junior Division. 
Congratulations to all teams on a job well done and we look forward to 
seeing you at next year’s event. On behalf of the Lake Ontario Chapter, 
OACETT Durham Chapter and UOIT, we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all participants and volunteers for their efforts in 
continuing to make this yearly event such a success. We will be running 
this competition again for National Engineering Week in February/March 
2010, check out our website at www.durhampopsiclebridge.ca for more 
information. 

If you are interested in helping out or being involved with next year’s 
competition or you just want to be informed of what is happening, please contact Derek Van Ee, dvanee@gmail.com. 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

IN THE WORKS 
The PEO Lake Ontario Chapter is currently organizing a few events for its members to be a part of. Here is a list of what’s 
currently being planned: 
 

 Chapter Curling Day is being planned for February 13. It promises to be a great way to get out and meet other 
local members and enjoy a few ends of curling. Beginners to experts are welcome. Interested members should 
contact Randy Pickle, rpickle@morrisonhershfield.com. 

 
 
If you have any questions, or ideas for events or activities, please contact, lakeontario@peo.on.ca. 
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EVENT REPORT 

2008 & 2009 FALL LICENCE PRESENTATIONS AT CLASS-ACT DINNER 

THEATRE 
In the fall of 2008, the Lake Ontario Chapter of Profession Engineers Ontario demonstrated that it is a dynamic and 
adaptive chapter by departing from its tried and trusted Lake Scugog dinner cruise. In recent years, only the recipients 
attended these events, so the chapter decided that it was time to share this very proud moment in the life of an engineer 
with the public. With that in mind, the Class-Act Dinner Theatre, in Whitby, was selected as the venue to perform our 
ceremonies. 
 
The announcement of a new ceremony 
was met with a favourable response and for 
the first time in quite a while, many of the 
chapter members who were not there to 
receive their licence decided to attend. 
 
On the night of the performance, the Class-
Act Dinner Theatre performed a very smart 
English farce entitled, Cash on Delivery. 
The play was witty and fast-paced. It was 
also well performed, with jokes and 
innuendo being delivered at machine gun 
pace. In fact, the acting was so believable, 
that it was hard not to be drawn into the 
dilemma of the characters and feel as if you 
were in an English home. The actors even 
made a few references to engineers for 
good measure. 
 
After the play, the chapter presented 
licences to the recipients and many of the non-engineering patrons decided to stay to watch. The cast of the play and 
licence recipients topped off the night with a “meet and greet” followed by a “Photo-op”. On the heels of the success of 
this event, the chapter again decided to hold this year’s event at Class-Act. Again with a great turnout, members were 
treated to the play Same Time Next Year. This play is considered one of the most popular romantic comedies of the 
century, running for four years on Broadway. It was about a love affair between two people, married to others. Twenty-five 
years of manners, morals and attitudes were hilariously enacted by the lovers, Doris and George. 
 
The chapter would like to thank the cast and management of Class-Act Dinner Theatre for making us feel so welcome. 
We look forward to the next event. 
 

PAST EVENT 

STUDENT AND PEO MEMBERS MEET AND GREET AT SHAGWELLS, UOIT 
Both members of the PEO Lake Ontario Chapter and engineering students at UOIT were invited out to Shagwells on 
October 7 at UOIT’s campus for a meet and greet event. Food and refreshments were provided to fuel discussion and 
networking between the local professionals and engineering students. The students from the UOIT Engineering Society 
were well represented, and chapter members, along with the executive, were pleased with the conversation and 
camaraderie. All agreed to organize another meeting in 2010 with an even larger group.  
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PAST EVENT 

OHL PETERBOROUGH PETES VS OSHAWA GENERALS - NOV 2009 
 

The PEO Lake Ontario Chapter purchased a block of tickets in section 112 for the Oshawa Generals game on 
Friday, November 20 against the Peterborough Petes. An online notice was emailed out to local members and the 
tickets didn’t last long. If you missed out on the online notice, please ensure your correct email is registered with 
PEO. 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENT 

2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION 
Date:  January 30, 2010 
Time:  6:00 p.m. Cocktails - 7:00 p.m. Dinner 
Location: Harmony Creek Golf Course,  
   1000 Bloor St. E., Oshawa, ON 
Cost:  $40 (licence recipients free) 
Presenter:  Brian Ruck, P.Eng, CVS 
Topic:  An Introduction to Value Engineering 

For more information, please contact: 
 Derek Van Ee, P.Eng., tel: (905) 415-8080, fax: (905) 415-8035, email: dvanee@gmail.com 

2010 Annual General Meeting Registration     

Name:    
 

Telephone:    
 

Email Address:    
 

Fax:    
 

Number of Guests:    
 

 Certificate Recipient: □ Yes   □ No 

To register, complete the above and fax to Derek Van Ee (905) 415-8035 
or check out our website at www.lakeontario.peo.on.ca 

PAST EVENT 

AJAX WATER TREATMENT PLANT TOUR 
Members of the PEO Lake Ontario Chapter were invited to attend a tour of the Ajax Water Supply Plant on October 7 in 
Ajax. A great turn out from the members made the afternoon tour a great success. Staff at the facility showed interested 
members around and answered their questions. Thanks to the staff for making this tour possible. 

 


