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Chair’s Message  
 

In a recent issue of Canadian Civil Engineer (CCE), the editorial noted that 
“the public no longer perceived engineering as being within the top five 
professions in Canada”. While the commentary was mainly geared towards
civil engineers, I think this is a general statement that can be applied to all 
the other engineering disciplines and I asked myself “How can this be? 
Engineering is everywhere.” No matter who you are or what you do, at 
some point during your day, your life will have been impacted by an 
engineer. From the ringing of the alarm clock through to turning off the 
lights when you go to bed, somehow, someway, an engineer has been 
involved. I don’t understand how a profession, as extensive as it is, could 
be perceived as being anything less than the top five professions in 
Canada. A professional engineer is still highly regarded in various cultures 
around the world. Why is it, then, that here in North America, the P.Eng. 
designation seems like it is only marginally better than a university 
designation? 
 

Sometimes, I wonder if we have created the problem in our bid to be the 
best we can be. We continue to strive to better ourselves and in doing so 
we keep adding initials behind our names. I am guilty of this myself. Have 
we diluted our profession to the point that the professional designation has 
been minimized? Have we, as a profession, dropped the ball somewhere 
along the way? If so, how can we mitigate the damages? I ask “What do we 
need to do as a profession to raise the public’s perception?” Unfortunately, 
I don’t have the answers, but I am doing my best to add my voice and 
encourage each and every one of you to stand up and take pride in your 
profession before it becomes just another one of those initials added to 
your name. 
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to encourage you all to get involved 
with your association. 

Kim Lewis, P.Eng.
lakeontario@peo.on.ca

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
Past Events 
JAN. 30,  2010  Chapter AGM at Harmony Creek 
FEB. 13,  2010  Chapter Curling Day 
FEB. 28,  2010 5th Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Building Competition 
 
Upcoming Events 
SEPT. 10, 2010  Annual Chapter Charity Golf Tournament 
SEPT. 25, 2010  Fall Licence Presentation and Dinner Theatre 
FALL      2010  Courtice Water Pollution Control Treatment Plant Tour 
FALL      2010  Automotive Centre of Excellence Building Tour at UOIT 
TBA       2010  Oshawa Generals Hockey Game 
JAN. 29,  2011  Chapter AGM at Harmony Creek 
FEB. 26,  2011  6th Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Building Competition
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ARTICLE 

WHAT DO OCEPP AND OSPE DO? 
 

OCEPP and OSPE 
 

What do OCEPP and OSPE do? How do they help engineering in Ontario? How are they different from each other? 
These are questions I have asked and I know many others have asked. 
 

So, what does the Ontario Centre for Engineering and Public Policy (OCEPP) do? 
From their website:  http://www.ocepp.ca: 
 

“Mission 
 

The Ontario Centre for Engineering and Public Policy (OCEPP) is the first body of its kind in Canada. The centre 
focuses on specific areas of research including energy, the environment, health, regulation and engineering talent. 
Further specializations will be added as the centre develops. 
 

OCEPP’s mission is to: 
• enhance the engagement of the engineering profession in the development of public policy; 
• ensure that public policy development takes into account appropriate technical requirements for success; 
• develop innovative solutions to public policy problems based on technology; 
• help engineering professionals translate complex technical issues into a publicly accessible discourse; 
• work to increase the public policy content of engineering education programs; 
• carry a message of the value, application, contribution and investment of technology to the citizenry and 

their representatives; 
• communicate more frequently, clearly and proactively on the contributions of the engineering profession to 

public safety, health, well-being and economic growth; and 
• promote the role of self-regulation of the engineering profession. 
 

In addition, OCEPP actively reaches out to members of the engineering profession, the academic community, 
policy-makers, opinion leaders and others interested in advancing the public interest. Lectures, panel discussions, 
technical seminars and other events foster greater awareness and discussion of technological problems and public 
policy. As OCEPP becomes more established it will seek opportunities for engineers to provide in-person input to 
government and legislative committees examining relevant proposed legislation or current regulations.” 
 

So, to sum it up, OCEPP seeks to have engineers affect the world on a far greater scale then they do in our 
occupations. OCEPP will increase the visibility and prominence of engineers in society at large. But, how is this 
different from the Ontario Society of Professional Engineers (OSPE)? 
 

From the OSPE website, http://www.ospe.on.ca/about.html, http://www.ospe.on.ca/ospe_mission.html: 
“The Ontario Society of Professional Engineers (OSPE) is the voice of the engineering profession in Ontario. We 
advance the professional and economic interests of our members by advocating with governments, offering valued 
member services, and providing opportunities for ongoing professional development. 
OSPE promotes and supports excellence in all aspects of engineering by: 
• Enhancing the professional recognition of Ontario's engineers by advocating to governments and employers; 
• Increasing the public profile of Ontario's engineers by initiating proactive communications programs; 
• Advancing the economic interests of Ontario's engineers by offering exemplary continuing education, career 

advancement and affinity programs. 
 

(Continued on next page) 



Lake Ontario Chapter 
Newsletter 

~ 3 ~ 
 

ARTICLE 

WHAT DOES OCEPP AND OSPE DO? 
 

(Continued from previous page) 
 

Two-way communication 
 
The driving force behind the Society is its members. Members are encouraged to participate by offering their ideas, 
comments and concerns on issues that are important to them. As a member-driven organization, the Society places 
primary importance on two-way member communication. 
 

There are two main ways to let us know what you think; your input will help shape the Society's position on issues, 
and where the society can best expend its energies and resources: 
• Member Forums: Members are invited to provide their opinions on issues being investigated by the Society.  
• Member Surveys: The Society will also solicit member input via direct email surveys on specific issues.   
 

Other forums for member participation and feedback include: 
Annual General Meetings 
Annual Issues Surveys 
General Assemblies” 
 

So, these two organizations have fairly different mandates: one seeks to influence how decisions are made in 
society as a whole, while the other works to ensure the interests of engineers are attended to and lobby on our 
behalf. 
 

So, that being said, there are areas where these two groups can overlap. For instance, on the OSPE site under 
“Advocacy”, all the issues that OSPE addresses have policy impacts. So, in theory, both groups could be working on 
the same issues but from slightly different approaches. 
 

In the final analysis, are these groups necessary to be separate and are they useful?? Yes and Yes. If OSPE took 
on all the other roles and functions of OCEPP, it would be stretched too thin and would lose focus on some matters. 
 

Should you join them both? That decision, I cannot make for you, but I can offer you this bit of advice: Go to their 
sites, read about what is going on, and get involved. These two groups offer engineers the ability to make change 
and direct some issues. My thought on this is that it’s time for us to use our ability to construct solutions on a wider 
scale. It’s time to really make a difference. In the end, you’ll do what you feel is right, but remember, you got into 
engineering and became an engineer to make things better and create solutions; here’s your chance. 
 

NOTICE 

PEO LAKE ONTARIO CHAPTER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The Lake Ontario Chapter is proud to work with both the Catholic and Public secondary school boards to award a 
one-time $1,000 education scholarship to a deserving graduating high school student from the Region of Durham. In 
April, local schools were sent letters describing the opportunity and to request assistance in finding that deserving 
student. The criteria for selection include: 

- The student must be entering an engineering program in the upcoming fall 2010 semester. 
- The student must submit an essay describing their decision to pursue engineering and the skills they believe 

are necessary in an engineering career and how they demonstrate leadership skills. 
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EVENT REPORT 

2010 NATIONAL ENGINEERING MONTH EVENT 
5TH ANNUAL POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE BUILDING COMPETITION 

 

The Durham Region 5th Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Building Competition was held on Saturday, February 27, 
2010 during National Engineering Month. The Bridge Building Competition was jointly organized by the Lake Ontario 
Chapter of Professional Engineers Ontario and the Ontario Association of Certified Engineering Technicians and 
Technologists’ Durham Chapter, in partnership with the Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science, University of 
Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT). 
 

Once again, the Bridge Building Competition was a 
tremendous success with the participation of 53 teams 
competing to build the strongest bridge using only 200 
Popsicle sticks and white glue. The approximately 200 
attendees included a number of repeat competitors, as well as 
many newcomers. The competition was divided into two 
categories: “Junior” for grades 5 and 6 students, and “Senior” 
for grades 7 and 8 students; prizes were awarded for the three 
strongest bridges in each category. 
 

In the “Junior” Division: Nicole Lopez from Father Joseph 
Venini School in Oshawa placed first with an impressive load 
of 3494N; Hayden Coker and Tomasz Kruszulniki, also of 
Father Joseph Venini in Oshawa, placed second with a load of 2104N; and Gabriel Penner of Team Penner from 
Ajax placed third with a load of 716N. 
 

In the “Senior” Division, team “Pro Bridge” (Ahmad Jahangir), from Romeo Dallaire Public school in Ajax, placed first 
with a load of 1898N; “Team 24” (Sebastian DeSousa), from St.Theresa in Whitby, placed second with a load of 
838N; and team “Kiah McNaughton” (Kiah McNaughton), from Holy Redeemer, placed third with a load of 768N. 
Congratulations to all teams on a job well done and we look forward to seeing you at next year’s event. 
 

On behalf of PEO - Lake Ontario Chapter, OACETT Durham Chapter and UOIT, we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all participants and volunteers for their efforts in continuing to make this yearly event such a 
success, and give special recognition and thanks to our private sponsor, Hubble Canada LP. 
 

The Popsicle Bridge Building Competition will be returning next year for National Engineering Month on February 
26, 2011, so watch for more UPCOMING details! 
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EVENT REPORT 

2010 NATIONAL ENGINEERING MONTH EVENT 
5TH ANNUAL POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE BUILDING COMPETITION 
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UPCOMING EVENT 

2010 PEO LAKE ONTARIO ANNUAL CHARITY 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2010 
(Rain or Shine) 

ROYAL ASHBURN GOLF CLUB 
995 Myrtle Road West, Ashburn 

$145/PLAYER 
Includes Golf, Cart, Dinner and Gift 

 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Tee Times 
(Times subject to change depending on number of entries)  

Scramble Format for Foursomes 
 

Soft Spikes Mandatory. No Exceptions. Strictly Enforced. 

Register and pay online at www.peolakeontario.ca 

or 

Return Form by Friday, August 27, 2010 to: 

Randy Pickle, P.Eng. 
301 Kensington Crescent, 

Oshawa, ON  L1G 7R8 
Tel:   (905) 922-6453 

Email: emailforrandy@rogers.com 
 
 
 

2010 PEO LAKE ONTARIO ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Contact 
Name: 

 Other 
Players: 

 

Phone:    

Fax: 
 

 

email: 
 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO LAKE ONTARIO CHAPTER – GOLF 
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PAST EVENTS 

LAKE ONTARIO CHAPTER WISHES TO CONGRATULATE 
NICHOLAS COLUCCI, P.ENG., MBA, FEC 
INVESTED INTO THE ORDER OF HONOUR 

 

At the PEO Order of Honour Gala held at the downtown Toronto Hilton on May 7, Nicholas Colucci was invested as 
a Member of the Order in recognition of his hard work over the years. Nicholas has served many years not only with 
our chapter, but also in many other facets of the profession. The following is an excerpt from the Gala’s program: 
 

“Through his decade-long service within PEO’s chapter system, on Council and on several standing committees and 
task forces, Nicholas Colucci has served the engineering community faithfully, exhibiting a keen interest in building a 
strong and credible profession. The Peterborough and Lake Ontario chapters in particular have benefitted greatly 
from his strong leadership at the executive level for four and seven years respectively. 
 

An enthusiastic and dedicated volunteer, Nick served two consecutive terms as Eastern Region Councillor. His 
tireless work through the Regional Councillors Committee on the issue of chapter financing led to the development 
of an equitable and long-sought formula for chapter allotment funding. 
 

A member of PEO’s Discipline Committee since 2005, Nick was also an active member of the Advisory Committee 
on Volunteers for eight years, a natural fit given his extensive networking within the profession. Recently, he took a 
keen interest in the search for a new location for PEO’s headquarters, participating on the Accommodations Task 
Force and successor Building Development Committee. 
 

In addition to volunteering at PEO, Nick also maintained close ties with the Ontario Society of Professional 
Engineers (OSPE), serving for several years on the joint PEO-OSPE Chapter Liaison Committee to enhance co-
operation between the bodies at that level.” 
 

PAST EVENTS 

CFL TORONTO ARGONAUTS VS MONTREAL ALOUETTES
 

 
 

The PEO Lake Ontario Chapter attended the Toronto Argonauts game on Saturday August 
14th against the Montreal Alouettes.  Members watched the Argos defeat the Alouettes 37 to 
22 from their padded seats.  It was a great way to spend the evening with fellow members, their 
friends, and family. 
 
To ensure you don’t miss out on future events like this one make sure you have an email 
address on file in the “Member’s Area” of the PEO website (www.peo.on.ca).  Email notices are 
sent out to chapter members along with other news to keep you connected with what is 
happening in our area as well as invitations to other chapter’s events. 
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EVENT REPORT 

2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND LICENCE PRESENTATION 
 
The 2010 AGM was held on January 30, 2010 at the Harmony Creek Golf Club. The attendees responded with 
generosity to the request of food donations for St Vincent’s Kitchen in Oshawa – thank you to all who participated. 
 
The attendees also learned about Value Engineering by Brian Ruck, P.Eng., of AECOM in Whitby. Value 
Engineering (VE) is a “function-oriented, systematic, team approach to add customer value to a program, facility, 
system, or service.” Customer value can be measured in terms of quality, performance, timing and cost savings. 
Value Engineering is a flexible process that can benefit any project that contains some level of complexity. By truly 
understanding the essential project functions, inefficiencies and unnecessary costs can be avoided to result in 
projects that meet time and budget constraints. While Value Engineering is primarily being used in industries such 
as transportation, health care, construction, manufacturing, environment and government, the tenets and philosophy 
behind VE can be universally applied across all industries for all types of projects. More information about Value 
Engineering can be found at SAVE International (http://www.value-eng.org/).  
 
In addition to the talk about Value Engineering, the AGM welcomed 12 newly licensed professional engineers into 
PEO during the licence presentation. Elections for the 2010 Lake Ontario Chapter Board of Directors were also held 
during the AGM: this list can be found on the front page of this newsletter. We look forward to Kim Lewis’ leadership 
as our new Chair. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

LICENCE PRESENTATIONS AND 2011 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
2010 Dinner Theatre & Licence Presentation  Date: September 25, 2010 
       Play: “The Odd Couple” 
 
2011 AGM & Licence Presentation Dinner   Date: Saturday, January 29, 2011 
 
More details to follow for both events.  For inquiries please contact lakeontario@peo.on.ca 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

IN THE WORKS 
 
The PEO Lake Ontario Chapter is currently organizing a few events for its members to be a part of. Here is a list of 
what’s currently being planned: 
 
• Tour of Automotive Centre of Excellence (ACE) Building at UOIT campus. More details to follow. 
• Oshawa Generals Hockey Game. More details to follow once schedule is posted for the upcoming season. 
• Tour of Courtice Water Pollution Control Plant. More details to follow, expected tour date to be early fall. 
 
If you have any questions, ideas for events or activities, please contact, lakeontario@peo.on.ca. 
 


