
 
        Dr. Jacqueline A. Rattigan, Superintendent 

 
June 23, 2014 
 
 
Dear Pennridge Middle School Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 
The challenges posed by clothing designers make student dress code enforcement a particularly challenging 
aspect of the principal’s role in public schools.  The Board of School Directors for the Pennridge School District 
recognizes that each student’s mode of dress and grooming is a manifestation of personal style and individual 
preference, but has the authority to impose limitations on students’ dress in school.  The Board delegates this 
responsibility to the building principals who shall provide consequences to any and all students who persist, after 
warning, in disregarding the policy.  The three Pennridge School District middle school principals feel compelled 
to address our parents and students regarding our commitment to enforce the District’s dress code guidelines.  
Despite repeated direction to our students and pleas with parents for better supervision at home, all three middle 
school principals continue to have too many students show disregard of the District’s dress code guidelines.    
 
Therefore, we are issuing and enforcing a more defined guideline in terms of what is appropriate for school.  No 
student is permitted to wear destructive or unsafe clothing or jewelry (i.e. spikes, chains or rivets), ripped or torn 
clothing.  Clothing and/or jewelry slogans, expressions, pictures, words, or symbols that cause a substantial 
disruption of school activities, violate the rights of others, threaten harm to the school or the community, 
encourage unlawful activities, are lewd or vulgar, or promote illegal drug, alcohol or tobacco use are also not 
permitted. Young men are not permitted to wear muscle shirts or sleeveless shirts. The length of young ladies’ 
shorts, dresses and skirts is becoming more of a concern.  When standing, the hem of the students’ garments may 
not be shorter than 5 inches above the top of the kneecap.  This guideline will be strictly enforced.  Students who 
repeatedly disregard this direction will be subject to disciplinary consequences.  Additionally, students are not 
permitted to wear spandex, leggings, jeggings, or yoga pants that are body forming.  Young ladies are also 
reminded that standards of modesty must be achieved in the first garment.  If students choose to wear a sweater or 
second shirt, the first item they put on must meet our dress code standards for reasonable modesty.  Shoulders 
need to be covered adequately to assure undergarments are not exposed.  Similarly, outerwear cannot be so sheer 
that undergarments are visible.   
 
These guidelines are in adherence with the Dress and Grooming Policy 221 that was adopted June 18, 2012.  
Parents are reminded that it is your responsibility to be attentive to what your child is wearing to school.  With 
these guidelines, we believe there should be clarity in the expectations we can mutually enforce.  We thank you in 
advance for your attentiveness and support.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gina M. DeBona  Thomas J. Rutter, Ed.D.  Felicia E. McAllister, Ed.D. 
Principal-North MS  Principal-Central MS  Principal-South MS 
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Mission Statement 

The Pennridge School District, in partnership with family and community, will provide all students with numerous and varied 
opportunities to gain the knowledge and skill necessary to grow into healthy, productive citizens equipped for life-long learning. 

www.pennridge.org 
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