
     The 8th Grade Action class has recently been named winners in the Lexus Envi-
ronmental Challenge Air/Climate challenge sponsored by Lexus and Scholastic. This 
is a national competition which has the goal of empowering teens to have an impact 
on the environment. There were a total of 16 middle school and high school teams (8 
of those being middle school teams) that were named winners nationwide. Each win-
ner of the competition won a cash prize of $10,000 to be split between the school, the 
classroom teacher, and scholarships for students.  
     The class chose the name Team T.R.E.E. (Teens Reducing Extra Emissions) and 
took on the goal of informing the students at NMS and our local community about 
simple things they can do to save the environment. For example, my students created 
a video with tips like unplugging electronics to save on vampire electric usage and 
taking shorter showers. This video was shown to all the students in the middle school 
through our science classes.  
     Two students wrote an article that appeared in our The Nevada Daily Mail and 
another student created a video game entitled "Slay the Energy Vampire" that was 
posted to a site called Scratch. All teams that won one of the two challenges are invit-
ed to participate in the final challenge. Our students have decided to take on the goal 
of helping others make their autos more efficient.   They will be spreading the word 
that the following tips will improve your gas mileage. 

 
Team T.R.E.E. Auto Tips to Save Money and the Environment 

1. Check Tires Often.  Less tire pressure means more friction with the road. The more 
friction you have, the harder the engine has to work, which means lower mpg. The 
lower your miles per gallon, the more money you spend. To find the proper tire pres-
sure, you should check the panel that you will find on the edge of the driver's door.  
2. Remove Extra Weight From Your Car.  Every 100 pounds of extra weight reduces 
your gas mileage by 1% to 2%. This is like paying 3 cents to 7 cents per gallon for each 
100 pounds of extra weight.  
3. Don't Speed.  Gas mileage decreases quickly at speeds over 60 mph. For every 5 
mph you drive over 60 mph, it is like paying about 27 cents extra per gallon. 
 4. Plan Your Errands. Trip planning can shorten the distance you drive. 
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The Class of 2012 will have its annual Silent Auction to raise monies for scholar-
ships on Monday and Tuesday, March 5 and 6, 2012,  in conjunction with the annu-
al Senior Play.  This year's auction will be the largest one ever with over 150 items 
over the two-night auction.  You may bid on items beginning at 6:00 PM each night 
with final bids made during the intermission.  There will also be faculty/staff pre-
views each day from 3:00-4:00 PM.  You do not have to be present to win; winners 
will be notified following the auction. 

Silent Auction for Scholarships 



NHS Students Participate in LifeSmarts 
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     Tuesday, February 7th was an exciting day at the middle 
school.  Twelve middle school students had the opportunity to 
star in the Truman Award promotional video for the 2012-
2013 school year. 
     The Truman Award promotional video will be shown in 
many schools across the state of Missouri next year as a way to 
get students excited about reading.  The video also features the 
Mark Twain Award and the Gateway Award.  Nevada Middle 
School got the opportunity to star in the Truman video be-
cause it is one of the responsibilities of Amy Hertzberg, Middle 
School librarian and current Truman Award Vice-Chair. 

Truman Award Video at NMS 

Five NHS students participated in the State 
LifeSmarts competition in Jefferson City on Feb-
ruary 15.  Ben Walker, Morgan Hold, Megan Ma-
son, Samantha Robinson, and Loren Edwards 
were eleventh in the state after participating in the 
event.  To get a team to the state competition, stu-
dents fielded questions in an online competition. 
LifeSmarts is an educational program that teaches 
consumers about marketplace issues. The compe-
tition includes questions about personal finance, 
health and safety, the environment, technology 
and consumer rights and responsibilities. 

LOL Students Participate in Polar Plunge 

Eight students from NHS LOL and Student Council, Casey 
Barker, Kyle "Bubba" Banes, Joseph Ferry, Maddi Gordon, 
Cory Kerbs, Alex Payne, Dominic Puller, Vincent Puller--along 
with two adults--Ranea Schulze, LOL sponsor, and Pam Miller, 
Nevada Police Department--participated in the Polar Plunge at 
Shoal Creek in Joplin on Saturday, February 18, 2012. 160 to-
tal Joplin plungers raised $25,000 and counting for Special 
Olympics athletes in Southwest Missouri! Another Nevada 
group from the Nevada Elks Lodge #564 also participated. 
 
LOL will be sponsoring a Glow in the Dark volley-
ball tournament at the Community Center on Sat-
urday, February 25th from 8 p.m.-midnight. LOL 
and FCCLA have joined forces to compete in the 
Act Out Loud competition which has three compo-
nents: t-shirt design, community billboard, and a 
Facebook page. The winning school will receive 
$10,000. 



Congratulations to... 
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February Birthdays 

NR5 Newborns 

 
Steve and Deb Zoglmann 
have a new grandson, Logan 
Kael Zoglmann, born De-
cember 16, 2011.   
 
Tiffany and Michael Pommier had little 
girl, Natalie Jean Pommier, on Decem-
ber 5, 2011.  She weighed 4 pounds 11 
ounces and was 17 1/4 inches long. Tiffa-
ny works at Bryan and Benton as the 
music teacher. 

NR5 Weddings 
 
Karen Smotherman's daughter, 
Kinley, got married Saturday, 
January 14, 2012 to Michael 
Hartman.  

Submissions to the Tiger News are 
provided by the NR5 faculty and 
staff. If you have an article that you 
would like to have included in a fu-
ture issue, please send it electroni-
cally and “print ready” to your 
building principal/director. Due to 
space limitations and timeliness, not 
all submissions may be included.  
Any suggestions for future issues 
can be emailed to 
pricedebra@nevada.k12.mo.us 

Ideas or Suggestions for a Story? 
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Representing NR5 
 
Teresa Stark will be representing Missouri 
Career and Technical Education at a Na-
tional Policy Seminar in Washington, DC 
in March. 
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