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Welcome and Introduction

Thank you for participating in data collection for the upcoming revision of the Millon® Adolescent Clinical Inventory (MACI®). This revision 
entails adding new constructs and improving the measurement of existing constructs, updating and simplifying the test language, and 
developing new norms. All data will be collected by professionals who, in their everyday work, test actual adolescent clients.

The standardization phase of this research project uses two data collection instruments. 

1. The MACI Research Edition, which consists of the current 160 MACI standard items and 70 additional experimental items 
appended to the end of the test. 

2. A Clinician Rating Form that asks the clinician to provide information about the adolescent’s personal history and to rate 
his or her personality and behavioral characteristics.

The data collected from these two instruments will be used to select the 160 best items for the revised MACI. Participating clinicians will 
be compensated for all submitted MACI Research Edition tests and Clinician Rating Forms. This Participant’s Guide provides detailed 
instructions on how to administer the two data collection instruments. Additional information is provided in the project FAQs document, 
which is available in the Q-global® Resource Library and may also be accessed here.

Opting In to Participate in the MACI Research Project Using Q-global

All data for the MACI Research Project are being collected using Pearson’s web-based Q-global platform. You must have an active Q-global 
account in order to participate. If you do not have an account already, please follow the instructions here to create one.

In addition, your Q-global account must be set up with permission for Pearson to ask users to participate in specific research projects (such 
as this one). This permission is initially set to Yes or No by the account owner when he/she first sets up the Q-global account. To check this 
setting for a current account, follow these steps:

1. Go to My Account located on the top of your Q-global web page. 

2. Switch to the Account Information tab (see Figure 1 for an example).

3. Under Pearson Research, look for the line “Pearson may ask users on this account to participate in research.” If the setting is 
set to Yes, you’re ready to participate in this project.

Figure 1: Pearson Research Setting

http://www.pearsonclinical.com/MACI
sites.google.com/a/pearson.com/maci-research-project/
http://images.pearsonclinical.com/images/qglobal/
http://images.pearsonclinical.com/images/qglobal/Acct-Setup.aspx
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However, if this setting is No, your account owner (if that’s not you) will need to change it in order to participate. Change this setting by 
following these steps:  

1. Go to Manage Accounts located on the top of your Q-global web page. 

2. Select your account name. 

3. In the Account Details screen, click the Edit button. 

4. Click the checkbox next to “Pearson may ask users on this account to participate in research.” This changes the research 
participation setting from No to Yes.

Choosing Whether or Not to Participate for a Specific Examinee

Q-global provides you with the option to participate in this research project. If your Pearson research participation setting is Yes, the screen 
shown in Figure 2 will appear when you assign a MACI to an examinee using Q-global. This screen provides an overview of the MACI Research 
Project and asks if you want to participate in this project for that specific examinee. You will be presented with the following options: 

• “YES! I would like to participate for this examinee.” If you choose to participate in the MACI Research Edition, you will be asked 
to choose between 1) on-screen administration or 2) paper administration. Scoring for both of these administration options 
must be done digitally using Q-global. Before indicating Yes, make sure that the examinee is willing to answer extra test items 
for research purposes. If you are part of a group practice or institution, please ensure that participating in this research project 
complies with your organization’s policy. You will also be asked to choose a delivery method option for the Clinician Rating Form 
(CRF): 1) on-screen administration or 2) remote on-screen administration (an automated e-mail from Pearson that includes a 
link to the CRF for that examinee will be sent to the clinician identified on the opt-in screen). 

• “No, I do not want to participate for this examinee.” If you decline to participate, you will continue to be asked if you want 
to participate for all subsequent MACI examinees unless you check the “Do not offer this to me again” box (shown near the 
bottom of Figure 2).

Figure 2: Opt-In/Opt-Out Screen for an Individual Examinee
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Incentives for Participating in the MACI Research Project

Compensation for your participation in the MACI Research Project is as follows:

• Choose one of the following options (for each examinee who completes the experimental items): 

• cash (receive $35, payable by check), 

• usage credit (receive a free MACI Interpretive Report for future use), or 

• participate without an incentive.

• For every completed Clinician Rating Form, you will receive the same compensation as chosen above. Thus, for each examinee 
who completes both a MACI Research Edition and a Clinician Rating Form, you will receive either $70 cash or two free MACI 
Interpretive Reports for future use.

• You must administer and score the MACI Research Edition in order to receive compensation for the MACI Research 
Edition and, if completed, the corresponding CRF.

Note: You may choose only one type of incentive option (cash or usage credit) for all the examinees you test throughout the entirety of the 
MACI Research Project—it cannot be changed. For example, if you select usage credit, payment for all examinees tested will be in the form 
of MACI report credits only.

The first time you choose to participate for an examinee, you are required to enter information concerning your incentive choice (see 
Figure 3). If you choose cash or a usage credit, you will also be asked to enter your social security number and some other payment-related 
information required by the IRS for tax purposes. This information is only requested once and is stored in a secure server independent of 
examinee data; this data is not stored in Q-global.

If you opt to receive an incentive and you are part of a group practice or facility, you will also need to complete a Form W-9 for tax purposes 
and fax it to Pearson at 1-800-727-0811. This is a one-time requirement; see Figure 3 for details.

Each time you choose to participate for an examinee, you will need to complete the contact information shown in Figure 3. The Clinician 
Rating Form link will be e-mailed to the address that you entered if you chose the remote on-screen administration delivery method.

Figure 3: Choosing an Incentive
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Administering the MACI Research Edition Using On-Screen Administration

Q-global allows the MACI to be administered on mobile devices (phones and tablets), laptops, and desktop computers that can access a web 
browser and have a working Internet connection. Be sure to disable or add an exception to your pop-up blocker before logging in to your 
Q-global account in order to launch a MACI on-screen administration (OSA). 

Administering the MACI Research Edition using OSA is identical to a regular MACI OSA, with two exceptions:

1. Two demographic questions have been added to the Administrator Demographics section of the Assessment Details 
page. These new questions are required fields that ask for the following information:

• Assessment/treatment setting

• Examinee race/ethnicity

The answers to these questions are used solely for the revision research and will not affect the examinee’s MACI results. These 
two questions must be completed in order to produce a report and receive the incentive.

2. There are an additional 70 experimental items at the end of the standard MACI OSA. The MACI Research Edition OSA includes a 
screen preceding the experimental items informing the examinee that he/she is about to begin answering these items. The text 
of the screen is:

You will now be presented with some additional questions to answer. These questions should take 5 to 10 minutes to answer and 
are a part of a large research study used to update this test. Your answers will not affect your test results. However, please read 
the questions carefully and answer them as honestly and seriously as you can.

Q-global will also offer the MACI OSA in Spanish—both for the MACI Research Edition and for the standard MACI. For both versions, the 
examinee can choose his/her preferred language on the first screen of the OSA. 

Note: The administration language chosen by the examinee is automatically recorded in the Administrator Demographics section of the 
Assessment Details page.

Administering the MACI Research Edition Using Paper Administration With Manual Item Entry

As with a standard MACI, you may choose to administer the MACI Research Edition using a paper record form and then manually enter 
the examinee’s responses into Q-global for scoring. If you choose this option, you will need to download/print a PDF of the MACI Research 
Edition Test Booklet that includes the 160 current MACI items and the 70 experimental items appended at the end. This form is available in 
both English and Spanish. 

Figure 4 illustrates the process for initiating participation for an examinee who will complete the MACI Research Edition using paper 
administration. 

You will first be asked if the examinee has already completed a standard MACI without the experimental items.  

• If yes, the examinee is not eligible to participate in this research project because responses to the experimental items are 
required in the same session as the standard items. However, if you wish, you may click the link for a printable/downloadable 
PDF of the MACI Research Edition Test Booklet (in either English or Spanish) for use with the next examinee.

• If the examinee has not yet completed a MACI, click the link to open a printable/downloadable PDF of either the English or 
the Spanish MACI Research Edition Test Booklet (not necessary if you have already printed and/or downloaded the form). 
Administer the test as you normally would. Then, manually enter the responses to all 230 items (the 160 current MACI items 
plus the 70 experimental items) in the Item Entry section of the Assessment Details page in order to produce a report. You 
must generate a report in order to receive compensation.
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Figure 4: Opting In for an Examinee Using Paper Administration

Note: Before scoring a manually entered MACI Research Edition, you must provide responses to three questions in the Administrator 
Demographics section of the Assessment Details page: 

•  Assessment language (English or Spanish)

•  Assessment/treatment setting 

•  Examinee race/ethnicity

This information is used solely for the revision research and will not affect the examinee’s MACI results. These three questions must be 
completed in order to produce a report and receive the incentive.

Completing the Clinician Rating Form

The Clinician Rating Form (CRF) is an important component of the research and takes about 10 to 15 minutes to complete. If you choose to 
participate in this research project for a particular examinee, you will be asked to choose either 1) on-screen administration or 2) remote 
on-screen administration (an automated e-mail from Pearson that includes a link to the CRF for that examinee will be sent to the clinician 
identified). The CRF will appear in the Examinee Details screen for that examinee as an assigned assessment; please note that the clinician 
should complete this form. 

If you choose on-screen administration, click the CRF assessment in the list, which then takes you to the Assessment Details screen where 
you can launch the form to complete it online. If you choose remote on-screen administration (e-mail delivery), an e-mail will be sent to 
the address that was entered on the opt-in screen with a link to the form for that particular examinee. Click the link to take you to the CRF, 
which you can complete using a tablet, laptop, or desktop computer. If you need to resend the e-mail link to the CRF, you may click the CRF 
assessment in the Examinee Details screen for that examinee, which will open the Assessment Details screen. You may resend the link 
from this screen; however, please keep in mind that this will resend the original link (which expires 60 days from the date it was created). We 
are unable to create a new link for the CRF administration. 

The CRF consists of three sections. 

1. Section 1 asks you to provide information regarding the adolescent’s personal history, mostly related to mental/behavioral 
health. 

2. Section 2 asks how many sessions you’ve had with the adolescent and whether or not you’ve already seen his/her MACI test 
results. 

3. Section 3 of the CRF is labeled Your Clinical Impressions of the Adolescent. In the first part of this section, choose up to three of 
the adolescent’s most prominent personality patterns from a list of 11. In the second part of this section, choose up to three of 
his/her most prominent clinical syndromes, again from a list of 11. The third part of this section asks you to identify as many as 
two of the adolescent’s expressed concerns from a list of four.
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The lists of personality patterns, clinical syndromes, and expressed concerns are similar (though not identical) to the names of the MACI 
scales. Some of the characteristics have names that resemble those of diagnostic entities; however, for purposes of this research, it is 
important that you base your ratings on the definitions provided in the CRF. These standardized definitions are provided in an effort to 
ensure consistency in the ratings, rather than relying on individual clinicians’ interpretations of MACI constructs and diagnostic entities.

When completing a CRF, you must ensure the following: 

• You must have had at least three sessions with the examinee before completing the CRF. This is required to 
ensure that your ratings in Section 3 are based on adequate knowledge of the examinee. We understand that sometimes 
professionals assess adolescents outside of a treatment/intervention role, and therefore may not see an adolescent three 
times. In that case, it is permissible to administer the MACI Research Edition (and receive its specific incentive) but not complete 
the CRF. However, if you have had three or more sessions, we strongly urge you to complete the CRF (and receive the CRF 
incentive as well). If you have not yet had three or more sessions with the adolescent but plan to, please wait to complete the 
CRF until you have met this criteria. You have 60 days to complete the CRF before the link expires.

•	 Try	to	minimize	the	influence	of	the	adolescent’s	MACI	scores	on	your	ratings	in	Section	3	of	the	CRF.	For research 
purposes, it would be ideal if in every case the clinician could be “blind” to the adolescent’s test results when rating him/her on 
the CRF. However, collecting research data using actual clients who are seen by professionals means that inevitably there will 
be instances when the clinician completes the CRF having already seen the adolescent’s MACI scores.

The best way to minimize the influence of the MACI scores on your ratings for any given examinee depends on the situation. Please follow 
the guidance given below:

1. Situation #1: You have already had three or more sessions with the examinee. Complete the CRF before scoring the 
MACI Research Edition and viewing the results. If you have administered the MACI to the adolescent in the past, meaning that 
this is a repeat MACI test (e.g., for monitoring progress), do not review the previous test results before completing the CRF. 
In this case, answer Yes to the CRF question “Have you already scored a MACI for this adolescent and reviewed the results?” 
Answer the follow-up question by entering the approximate number of days since you last viewed the original MACI results.

2. Situation #2: You administer the MACI Research Edition before having a minimum of three sessions with the 
adolescent and can wait until you have completed three sessions before scoring the test.  Please fill out the CRF after 
completing at least three sessions and before scoring the test.

3. Situation #3: You need to score the MACI Research Edition before completing three sessions (e.g., for diagnostic or 
treatment planning purposes). Fill out the CRF after completing at least three sessions. Please do not look at the adolescent’s 
MACI scores just prior to or while completing the CRF. Indicate on the CRF that you have already reviewed the test results and 
approximately how many days ago that occurred.

Generating a MACI Report

After an examinee completes the MACI Research Edition, you may generate a MACI profile or interpretive report using Q-global as you 
normally would. Because the experimental items are used solely for research purposes, they will not affect the scoring, reporting, or 
interpretation of the test.

The MACI will display as an assigned assessment in the Examinee Details page in Q-global, as shown in Figure 5. Note that the assessment 
will be labeled MACI, not MACI Research Edition. The CRF will also display as an assigned assessment in the Examinee Details page 
although, unlike the MACI, you will not be able to access this form after it is submitted and there is no report associated with it.
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Copyright © 2018 NCS Pearson, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Pearson, Always Learning, PSI Design, PsychCorp, and Q-global are trademarks, in the US and/or other countries, of Pearson 
Education, Inc., or its affiliates. MACI and Millon are registered trademarks of DICANDRIEN, Inc. 

800.627.7271   |      |   PearsonClinical.com

Product Number MACI-StdzPG

Figure 5: Sample Examinee Details Page for a Participating Examinee

How Pearson Obtains the MACI Test Data for This Revision Project

When a MACI report is generated, the examinee’s test responses are scored and his/her de-identified data are stored in an encrypted 
database on a secure research server. This data is deleted following the completion of the MACI Research Project. This process, as well as 
the steps taken to ensure data privacy, are described in the FAQs that are referenced toward the beginning of this document. Please consult 
the FAQs if you are interested in additional details.
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