
MACI® Research Project
Frequently Asked Questions

The MACI is currently undergoing revision. Please reference this document 
to learn more about participating in the exciting MACI Research Project!

http://www.pearsonclinical.com/
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Who (of my adolescent clients) is eligible to 
participate in the MACI Research Project?
Any examinee between the ages of 13 and 18, who is currently 
being assessed for therapeutic purposes and who is willing 
to complete the MACI Research Edition, may participate. The 
MACI requires examinees to have a fourth-grade reading 
level to appropriately comprehend the questions. The MACI 
Research Edition can be administered on screen or with paper 
in either English or Spanish.

What do I need to do to participate in this 
project?
The MACI Research Project is conducted using Pearson’s 
web-based Q-global® platform. You need an active Q-global 
account to qualify for this project. To participate, follow these 
steps: 

1.    Ask your examinee for verbal consent to answer the 70 
additional research items.

2.    Log in to your Q-global account and assign the MACI to your 
examinee.

3.   Choose to participate in the MACI Research Project for that 
specific examinee when prompted.

4.  Select the type of compensation that you wish to receive. 

5.    Administer the MACI Research Edition using on-screen 
administration or a paper test booklet.

6.  Complete a Clinician Rating Form for that specific examinee.

Complete step-by-step details are provided in the MACI 
Research Project Participant’s Guide. This guide is available in 
the Q-global Resource Library and may also be accessed here.

What compensation will I receive for 
participating?
Compensation for participating in the MACI Research Project is 
as follows:

 • For each examinee who completes the experimental items 
in the MACI Research Edition, you can select to receive 
either one MACI Interpretive Report credit for future use or 
$35 payable by check.

 • For every completed Clinician Rating Form, you can select 
to receive either one MACI Interpretive Report credit for 
future use or $35 payable by check. Please note that you 
must also administer and score the MACI Research Edition 
in order to receive compensation for the Clinician Rating 
Form.

Note: You are allowed to select only one type of payment (cash 
or report credit) for all the examinees you test throughout the 
entirety of the MACI Research Project. For example, if you select 
report credits, payment for all examinees tested will be in the 
form of MACI report credits only. 

When you assign the MACI to an examinee using Q-global, 
you will be asked if you want to participate in this research 
project. When you opt in, you will be asked to enter your name, 
e-mail, and phone number. This information is requested for 
every assigned examinee unless you choose to participate 
without an incentive. The first time that you opt in, you will also 
enter your social security number and some other payment-
related information required by the IRS for tax purposes. This 
information is only requested once and is sent to a secure 
server independent of examinee data; this data is not stored in 
Q-global.

If you have opted to receive an incentive and you are part of a 
group practice or facility, you will also need to complete a Form 
W-9 for tax purposes and fax it to Pearson at 1-800-727-0811. 
This is a one-time requirement.

Will my examinee receive payment for  
his/her participation?
Because the MACI is administered during the normal part of 
your assessment process and requires minimal extra effort, 
Pearson will not compensate the examinee.

What is the time frame for payment?
After you complete the MACI Research Edition with 
experimental items and generate a report or you submit 
the completed Clinician Rating Form, Pearson will receive 
an automated request to process your payment. Payments 
and credits will typically be processed within four weeks after 
receiving the automated request.

What is the MACI Research Edition?
The MACI Research Edition consists of the 160 standard MACI 
items and 70 additional experimental items appended at the 
end. The 160 current items are used to score the MACI, and 
the 70 experimental items are used as a part of the research 
study for the MACI revision. Most examinees will be able to 
complete the additional experimental items in approximately 
5–10 minutes.

https://images.pearsonclinical.com/images/qglobal/
https://sites.google.com/a/pearson.com/maci-research-project/
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What is the nature of the experimental 
research items?
The 70 experimental items are true/false statements that will be 
evaluated for their ability to measure new constructs or improve 
measurement of existing constructs. The sequence of these items 
is fixed and cannot be altered. You will receive the MACI test results 
as you normally would; results from the experimental items will not 
be available in the MACI test report or any other report. 

Will the experimental items affect the MACI 
results?
No. The experimental items are presented to the examinee after 
he/she completes the standard MACI test items and they will not 
affect the scoring, reporting, or interpretation of the test. Because 
the experimental items are used solely for research purposes, no 
scoring, reporting, or interpretive information will be available from 
them.

How do I administer the MACI Research 
Edition?
Administer the MACI Research Edition in one of the following two 
ways:

1.   Q-global on-screen administration: The Q-global system will 
automatically administer the 70 experimental items following 
the 160 standard MACI items.

2.   Paper test booklet: The Q-global system will prompt you to 
download a special test booklet containing the standard 
MACI items followed by the 70 experimental items. The item 
responses must then be manually entered into the Q-global 
system. 

Will I need to use a report usage to obtain a 
MACI report for a research participant?
Yes. Generating a MACI profile report or interpretive report for 
a research participant requires a usage. You will, however, be 
compensated for your participation and can choose the type of 
compensation that you wish to receive.

What is the Clinician Rating Form?
After administering the MACI Research Edition, you will be asked 
to complete a Clinician Rating Form (CRF). This form includes 
questions about the examinee’s personal history and  
his/her personality and behavioral characteristics. This form takes 
approximately 10–15 minutes to complete. In order to ensure that 
the ratings are based on adequate knowledge of the examinee, 
we require that you see the examinee for a minimum of three 
sessions before completing the CRF. If you assess adolescents 

outside the context of a treatment/ intervention role, you may 
administer the MACI Research Edition, but do not complete the 
CRF. Separate incentives are offered for the MACI Research Edition 
and the CRF as described in the compensation question.

If I have not yet had three sessions with the 
adolescent, can I complete the Clinician Rating 
Form at a later time?
Yes. If you have not yet seen the adolescent for three sessions but 
plan to, please wait to complete the CRF until you have met this 
criteria. However, please note that the CRF link expires 60 days 
from the date it is created.

How will I find the link to the Clinician Rating 
Form?
After you opt in to participate in the MACI Research Edition for an 
examinee, you will choose the delivery method for the Clinician 
Rating Form (CRF): 1) on-screen administration or 2) remote on-
screen administration (an automated e-mail from Pearson that 
includes a link to the CRF for that examinee will be sent to the 
clinician identified). The CRF will also appear in the Examinee 
Details screen for the examinee. You may either launch the CRF 
(for on-screen administration) or resend the e-mail link to the CRF 
from the Assessment Details screen.

Do I need to have any special technology or 
software to participate in this data collection 
project?
To participate in this project, you need a Q-global account. If you 
do not have an account already, please follow the instructions 
here to create one. Q-global on-screen administrations can be 
administered on mobile devices (phones and tablets), laptops, and 
desktop computers that can access a web browser and an Internet 
connection, including devices that run on Windows®, Apple® iOS, 
Linux®, and Android™. Be sure to disable or add an exception to 
your pop-up blocker before logging in to your Q-global account to 
launch a MACI on-screen administration.

Will Pearson require an additional consent 
form for this data collection project?
No, the consent form you obtain for your assessment/ therapy 
purposes will suffice for data collection. Pearson does not need a 
copy of the consent, but please keep in mind that the storage and 
archiving of consent forms should comply with federal standards 
and your state standards for psychological record maintenance.

https://images.pearsonclinical.com/images/qglobal/?WT.mc_id=prodwrmt3_%252520web_helloq
http://images.pearsonclinical.com/images/qglobal/Acct-Setup.aspx
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Does Pearson follow Data Privacy and 
Confidentiality Rules?
Pearson’s primary concern is protecting examinees, their data, and 
their privacy. All incoming data is de-identified using the Safe Harbor 
standard. The Safe Harbor standard requires that 18 variables be 
eliminated from any incoming data. These variables include names; 
geographic subdivision less than the state level (street address, 
city, county, zip, etc.); all elements of dates and any age category 
over 89; telephone numbers; fax numbers; e-mail addresses; social 
security numbers; medical record numbers; health plan beneficiary 
numbers; account numbers; certificate and license numbers; 
vehicle identifiers (VIN, serial numbers, license plate numbers, 
etc.); device identifiers and serial numbers; web universal resource 
locators (URLs); Internet Protocol (IP) address numbers; biometric 
identifiers (fingerprints, iris scans, voiceprints, DNA samples, etc.); 
full facial photographic images and any other comparable images; 
and any other unique identifying number, characteristic, or code, 
unless otherwise permitted by the Privacy Rule for re-identification. 
For additional details we highly recommend reading the Q-global 
Terms and Conditions and the Q-global Privacy Policy.

Specifically, how is the data de-identified?
After an examinee completes the MACI Research Edition, you may 
generate a MACI profile or interpretive report using Q-global as 
you normally would. When the report is generated, the examinee 
data is scored and all personally identifiable information is deleted. 
This de-identified data is then stored in an encrypted database on 
a secure research server. Only the Pearson research directors and 
psychometrics team have access to the de-identified, secure data. 
There is absolutely no way to trace a record from the encrypted 
database back to Q-global. This data is deleted following the 
completion of the MACI Research Project. 

What Q-global variables are considered 
personally identifiable information?
The following is a list of the Q-global variables considered to be 
personally identifiable information according to the Safe Harbor 
standards:

1.  First name

2.  Last name

3.  Middle name

4.  E-mail

5. Account ID

6.  Comments

7.  Custom field 1

8.  Custom field 2

9.  Custom field 3

10.  Custom field 4

11.  Import examinee ID

12.  Legacy ID

13.  Date of birth

14.  Date of administration

Variables 1 through 12 are automatically and wholly stripped from 
the data and not stored in the research data set. Variables 13 and 
14 are converted to capture only the birth year and assessment 
year.

Do I need to sign up for the project if I am 
interested in participating?
It is not required that you sign up to participate, but we encourage 
you to indicate your interest by clicking here. 

Alternately, you will automatically be prompted to participate in 
this research project on Q-global after assigning the MACI to an 
examinee. Please note that in order to receive this prompt, you (or 
your Q-global account owner) need your account permissions set to 
Yes to opt in for participation in Pearson-specific research projects. 
The steps for opting in are described in detail in the MACI Research 
Project Participant’s Guide.  

Who should I contact with questions? 
If you have any questions about this research project, please 
contact:

Peggy Young

✉ peggy.young@pearson.com 

✆ 1-800-233-5686
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https://www.pearsonclinical.com/psychology/form/maci-revision.html
mailto:peggy.young%40pearson.com%20?subject=Questions%20Regarding%20the%20MACI

