
July 11, 2012
 
Peacham School Board
Peacham Elementary School
PO Box 271
Peacham, VT 05862
 
Dear Jo Anne and Wynne:
 
Our report of the Peacham Community Dialogues includes many diverse voices and 
perspectives.  Our aim is to develop a working document that remains current and is informed 
by the work of previous groups and studies. To summarize what we heard from a wide variety of 
people who share deep concern for the children and residents of Peacham, the following issues 
emerge:

● There is strong support for a public school in Peacham that serves all Peacham families.
● There is a desire for close relationships with teachers and staff.
● There is concern about attracting and retaining excellent teachers.
● There is a need to strengthen the current internal climate and external communications. 
● There is concern about maintaining academic excellence and meeting the needs of 

students at all levels.
● There is a desire for proactive efforts to connect the community with the School.
● There is a strong sense of urgency to learn from mistakes and address the priority 

themes where the gap between community vision and current reality is greatest. 
● There is a willingness to work together to make the school a vital and healthy place for 

Peacham’s children and the wider community that depends on transparent decision-
making.

 
In addition to the themes that are detailed in our report, we would like to bring to your attention 
the following suggestions for future school board agenda items that were beyond the scope of 
the committee’s charge:

● School Cost
● School Size
● Danger of phantom students counting toward lower tax rates
● Tuition and tax Information

 
We are grateful to you for initiating this process and encouraging our independent work. We are 
also grateful to Harry Frank, who inspired and coached us through a complex process with great 
wisdom and insight. We are tremendously grateful to each and every person who took part in a 
dialogue and came to the June 3 Community Forum.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Alice Ruffner Dawnna Chase Mark Clough Sean Markey
Anna Rubin Jenny Mackenzie Marilyn Magnus
 
 
 


