
Unit Lesson Title: Art for Social Statement
! Individual Lessons:
! -Critical Response Protocol - MN American Indian Artist: Laura Youngbird
! -Compare and Contrasting Art/Artists who Work in Art for Social Change
! -Descriptive Review Protocol - MN American Indian Artist: Karen Savage Blue
! -Art for Social Statement (examples for elementary, middle school and high 
! school)
!
Developed in Collaboration:!
Jeremy Holien, Visual and Media Arts Education Coordinator, PCAE
Barbara Cox, Arts Education Partnership Coordinator, PCAE
Laura Youngbird, Teacher & MN American Indian Arts Consultant
Karen Savage Blue, Teacher & MN American Indian Arts Consultant!
Pam Wellington, Teacher (high school studio art lesson content)!

Elements Addressed:
Color  √ Hue √ Intensity √ Value √

Line √ Shape Form Texture √

Space √

Principles Addressed: 
Balance √ Emphasis √ Pattern/Repetition

Rhythm Movement Unity √

Variety √
!
Objectives:
1) Understanding Art Critically:
! Students will:
! -Learn that contemporary artists use mixed media to explore expressive artistic 
! themes that center around issues that are close to them such as: politics, social 
! concerns, morality, emotions, etc.  As students, they too can address personal 
! concerns through this creative vehicle of art for social statement.

! -By exploring the ways that several contemporary artists create expressive art by 
! investigating visual content in the artwork and the corresponding elicitations of 
! that art upon the viewer, they too can generate sophisticated responses to the 
! artwork and in turn better understand the conventions used to create similar 
! results in their own personal work.
!



2) Creating 
! Students will:
! -Create a theme of their own choosing and explore how images (found, 
! appropriated, or personally photographed), color, paint and other materials can 
! be used to create intriguing images that convey personal ideas. These ideas 
! could include eliciting emotional responses from the viewer or expanding 
! communication or commentary on a variety of social themes or statements.
!
3) Appreciating Art!
! Students will:
! -Learn that art has many functions.  It does not exist solely to decorate, but rather 
! to communicate.  It may or may not be something that is used to adorn the built 
! or natural environment.  The role of expressive art is to communicate personal 
! conventions for the viewer, to elicit reactions and thinking on these topics, and 
! often to initiate social change.
!
! -Learn that a variety of artists work in varying ways to communicate the above 
! listed goals through narrative art.

4) Art History!
! Students will:!
! -Learn that MN American Indian artists work in both traditional and contemporary 
! methods.  The MN American Indian arts community includes contemporary artists 
! who are working with contemporary modes of communication in visual art to 
! communicate their personal social messages in modern works of art.  
! Simultaneously, many modern MN American Indian artists create art that follows 
! cultural traditions.
!
! -See that by studying the content of these works of art, we can better understand 
! the history, context, contributions and progression of Lakota and Ojibwe culture.

Vocabulary:
-appropriated imagery! -expressionism! -collage! -mixed media
-narrative art!! ! -traditional ! ! -contemporary

Teacher Materials:
-Prints/websites/or slideshow presentation for comparing and contrasting at least three 
expressionistic artworks and/or artists who have created artwork for social change (links 
provided to find your own images ranging from Laura Youngbird, Romare Bearden and/
or Robert Rauschenberg
-Presentation: Critical Response Protocol: MN American Indian Contributions to the 
Visual Arts
-Critical Response Protocol: hand-out (see Respond Tools folder on the workshop 
resource CD) for assisting with roles and facilitation of a critical response review of 
artworks with students (the video file entitled Critical Response - Laura Youngbird is 



designed around Lauraʼs artwork with three potential artworks for students and teachers 
to investigate)
-Descriptive Review Protocol (see Respond Tools on the workshop resource CD) - 
particularly useful for elementary students.  The video file entitled Descriptive Review 
with Karen Savage Blue is an example of this process in action with students at Foley 
Elementary School.
!
Student Materials:
Elementary: magazine images, glue, scissors, large drawing paper, pencils, erasers, 
coloring material such as crayon, oil pastel, etc

Middle School: magazine images, glue, scissors, large drawing paper, pencils, erasers, 
coloring material such as crayon, oil pastel, possibly introduce personal images that are 
photocopied, news headlines, paint

High School: magazine images, personal photographs from family history, photographs 
shot for purposes of the lesson, glue, scissors, large drawing paper, pencils, erasers, 
drawing media such as crayon, pastels, possibly introduce personal images that are 
photocopied, news headlines, paint, acrylic gloss medium, canvas (optional), drawing 
paper, transfer paper, 

Gallery Presentation (Art History/Appreciation):
Essential Question:
Who creates art for social change and why do they do it?

Compare and Contrast Activity: Compare and contrast 3 different artist who work in 
this process (see Compare and Contrast Exercise in the Visual Arts Resources folder)

Artists to Explore:
Laura Youngbird
http://www.laurayoungbird.com/index.htm
(see also video presentation file in the Visual Arts folder entitled “Critical Response with 
Laura Youngbird”)

Romare Bearden
http://www.beardenfoundation.org/index2.shtml
Direct links to lesson plans around Beardenʼs art and processes:
http://www.beardenfoundation.org/education/lessons.shtml

Robert Rauschenberg
http://www.artchive.com/artchive/R/rauschenbergbio.html
Direct links to lesson plans around Rauschenbergʼs art and processes: 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/lessons/robert-rauschenberg-reinventing-art/
lesson-overview/142/
Video content where Rauschenberg talks about his work:
http://www.charlierose.com/view/interview/5065
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Critical Response - Laura Youngbird:
In this video presentation students will practice the critical response protocol.  Please 
see the document entitled CRITICAL_RESPONSE in the Respond Tools folder and the 
video presentation entitled Critical Response - Laura Youngbird located in the Visual 
Arts Resources folder on the resource DVD.

Descriptive Review with Karen Savage Blue:
In this video presentation students will practice the descriptive review protocol.  Please 
see the document entitled DESCRIPTIVE_REVIEW in the Respond Tools folder and the 
video presentation entitled Descriptive Review with Karen Savage Blue located in the 
Visual Arts Resources folder on the resource DVD.

Elementary Studio Options:
Students at the elementary level could easily focus on mixed media in a variety of ways.    
One option could include a mixed media drawing that uses appropriated magazine 
images.
1) Students could focus on what images communicate.  Students could develop an 

emotion they want to explore, search through magazines (or other photographic 
resources), and assemble a collection of images that reflect the emotion they are 
trying to trying to communicate.  

2) Students could then develop a collaged drawing in crayon, oil pastel, color pencil, etc 
that investigates various ways to integrate the appropriated images and the drawings 
they create to complete the overall artwork.  Students could be encouraged to even 
draw over the top of the images, cover portions of the appropriated images, etc.

3) Students could then write or talk about the emotion they were trying to express and 
how they feel their combination of drawn and appropriated images communicate 
these emotions.

Another option would be to have upper elementary students explore how to take 
appropriated images and construct a theme that they wish to communicate related to 
some social change they would like to see.  Centering the artwork on social change 
would give even higher levels of sophistication and further challenge older elementary 
aged students. 

Middle School Studio Options:
Elementary Short Solution:
At the middle school level, students could explore narrative images and itʼs role in 
creating a story.  Again, teachers can choose to frame the theme on social change and 
communication.  The potential to collage is still useful here, but transferring photo-
copied images is also a possibility.  Please see the Photocopy Transfer Process in the 
high school lesson below.  Once a social change theme has been developed by the 
student, plans could further focus their attention to background/foreground imagery, 
compositional considerations, black/white versus color considerations, text as metaphor 



but not a labeling device, etc.  Paint could be an effective way to explore color and 
expressive options in this work.

High School Studio Options:
Follow as outlined by Pam Wellingtonʼs 2-D Art I - Photo Transfer Mixed-Media Painting:
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/high/Pam-Mixed.htm

Submitted by Pam Wellington, Boiling Springs H. S., Boiling Springs, PA
UNIT: Painting - Mixed Media - Robert Rauschenberg - Social Comment
Lesson: Photo Transfer Mixed Media Painting - Art with a message
Grade Level: High School (these are Art I examples - adaptable to middle school)
Alternate lesson: Expressionism - Mixed Media with collage

Artists such as Robert Rauschenberg and many other contemporary artists use mixed-
media to create expressive, unique and dramatic paintings which explore themes that 
are important to them either politically, socially, morally, or emotionally. Telling a story 
with paint is called “Narrative Art”. These works make a social statement, define 
someone’s morality, and can even become rather preachy. Many strive to communicate 
important messages to society at large. Many of these types of paintings can be visually 
shocking and not necessarily “pretty”. A very popular means of expression currently is 
for artists to use text, photography, and “appropriated” images to make a painting. 
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Appropriation refers to the use of someone else’s art in their work. It is common for the 
artist to quote a famous painting as part of a new painting.

2-D Art I- Photo Transfer Mixed-Media Painting Assignment:
You will be creating a mixed-media painting on a theme of your choosing. By using 
carefully chosen images, text, color, and painted images, you can create an interesting 
painting that expresses a political, social, moral, or cultural issue that is of importance to 
you personally. By selecting a theme about which you feel passionate, you can create 
powerful images.

Step 1: Select a theme.

Select a few photos that are about your theme. Photos must be clear, preferably in 
black and white or high contrast color, and large enough to photocopy. Please!! No tiny 
images, blurred images, or low contrast photos.

Your photos will be photocopied. You may use the same image more than once, repeat 
and change the scale of the image. One or two really good images are much better than 
a lot of ordinary images.

Step 2: Do a rough draft of your painting. You must create a clear focus. You must 
select a limited color scheme that illustrates the theme. For instance: if this has 
something to do with a dark or sad issue, use dark or muted color.

You must have a rough draft of the composition.



Use narrative images in paint. Include images that you paint or draw into the 
composition which tell a story and illustrate your theme.

Text can be used, but do not LABEL. Allow the viewer to figure out the theme and 
message from the images.

Step 3: Composition is very important to this assignment. Decide whether it will be 
symmetrical, a-symmetrical, or radial. Create a visual focus that leads the eye to the 
most important part of the painting. Fill the space in an interesting way. Mixed media 
means that you can use paint, photos, words, painted images and drawing. All sorts of 
drawing media can be used: colored pencil, pastel, oil pastel, charcoal, ink. Even 
collaged things are allowed.

The photos must become part of the painting. By layering paint and doing many layers 
of transparent paint, you cause the photos to become part of a painting. The photos 
must look like they are floating up from the paint. All borders and cut edges must not be 
seen. Allow the paint to go right onto the photos. Stain and paint the photos. Just make 
sure you do not cause the photos to completely disappear.

Photocopy Transfer Process:

1. Select photographs that are clear and have good contrast. 
2. Photocopy the photograph (enlarge or reduce if necessary) 
3. Apply clear Acrylic gloss medium to the surface of the canvas and to the surface 

of the photocopy to be transferred. 
4. Apply the photocopy to the canvas face down. 
5. Using a fairly heavy piece of cardboard, rub the surface from the middle of the 

image, out toward the edges. Excess medium will come out the edges. Press 
gently and remove all excess glue from surface of canvas. 

6. Rub the surface of the photocopy gently with fingers which have been slightly 
moistened with a little water. 

7. Wait for a few minutes - allow to dry. 
8. Test the transfer by gently lifting the paper on a corner. If all of the ink is on the 

Canvas it has transferred. If some of the ink is still lifting off onto the paper, stop 
and wait another few minutes and try again. 

9. Gently lift and peel the paper off the Canvas. A thin film of paper will remain on 
the Canvas. 

10. Rub the surface gently with moistened fingers. The paper will begin to pill off. 
Continue rubbing until all of the paper film is removed and the only thing left on 
the surface is ink. The surface will feel smooth and there will be no white film 
remaining. 

11. You can choose to seal the surface with gloss medium, but it is not necessary.

Give your students a small photocopy and a piece of Drawing Paper and have 
them practice transferring once before transferring to a canvas with Saral 
Transfer Paper.
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Any text or image that the student wants to be transferred without being 
reversed, needs to copied onto a transparency and reversed. Reversed images 
and backwards words will transfer right way around, just like any printing 
process.

Encourage students to stand to work. When fingers get sore, an eraser will also 
work to remove paper from the surface.

I use the photocopied photos as a ground surface or under painting for a painting 
which will go on top. Photocopies can be transferred onto almost any surface. 

Tips From Pam Wellington:

You do not have to wait a whole day to peel. Depending upon how dry the air is in the 
room you are working, it could be ready to peel in 5 minutes, or as long as 30. Just very 
carefully pull up a corner that doesn't have anything really important. If there is no ink 
left on the paper and the ink is totally transferred onto the canvas, then you are ready to 
peel everything. One reason I can think of for it taking so long to dry is simply too much 
medium or too much water. Make sure you are squeegee-ing the excess medium out. I 
use a plastic squeegee tool, but a piece of stiff cardboard will work. Just GENTLY press 
from the center of the transfer out to the edges to press out excess glue and swipe off 
with a damp sponge or cloth. Make sure you are not adding water to the paper.

Process using Liquitex (any gloss medium can be used):
http://www.liquitex.com /techniques/transfer.cfm

Video Resources on this Process (from PCAE):
Gel Medium Transfer
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=833_lPJ050Q

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB75ZLvLHb8&feature=related

Website Resources on Gel Medium Transfers:
http://www.calsk8.com/zeitgeist/acrylicgeltransfers.htm
! Step-by-step Process:
! http://www.calsk8.com/zeitgeist/stepbystep.htm

Websites for Altered Images using PhotoTransfer and Social Justice:
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/high/Pam-Mixed.htm
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/high/kenabstract.htm
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Assessment/Evaluation:

Assessment Worksheet            Photo Transfer Mixed-media Painting

The following statements are skills and processes that you are to demonstrate on your painting.  
Read the statement, look at your own work as objectively as possible, and assign points for 
each standard, depending upon how well you did.   0=failed 1=below standard 2=approaching 
standard 3=standard 4=exceeds standard/extra credit

Theme:                                                          0            1            2            3            

1. You have a theme that is political, social, moral, religious, or cultural.            1. ____________

2. You have a theme, which is relevant to your life and significant to you.          2. ____________

3. Your theme is visually obvious to the viewer; clear in its meaning.                 3. ____________

Composition:

4. You have a rough draft or series of roughs that work out the arrangement of                               
elements within the picture plane in an  interesting way.                                 4.  ___________                                                                              

5. You have created a focus in your composition.                                               5. ____________

6. The entire space is filled in an interesting way.                                               6. ____________

7. Your composition is symmetrical, a-symmetrical, or radial.                             7. ____________

8. The photographs are placed in an arrangement to create focus and to                              
illustrate the theme.                                                                                             8. ____________

Transfer Process:

9. The photographs selected are clear and easy to see and illustrate your theme.   
                                                                                                                               9. ___________

10. The photos have been transferred successfully to the surface of the canvas                
                                                                                                                       10. ___________

11. You have carefully selected a color scheme with helps to illustrate the theme                            
and are limited.                                                                                                                      
" " " " " " " " "          11. __________

12. Explain your color choices: what color arrangement did you choose? 
What emotional content?                                                                 "          12. __________

                                                                                                                                      



Painting Technique:

13. The paint is applied in many layers of transparent glazes to stain the                                 
photos and create depth.                                                                                       13. __________

14. Tape is used to mask out areas,  is done many times to create                                             
depth & highlight important areas.                                                                   14. __________

15. Paint is applied thickly with a brush in some areas and covers the entire                      
surface.                                " " " " " "          15. __________        

16. The edges of the photos are no longer obvious but are covered with paint                            
so that the photos appear to float up out of  the paint and become a part of the           
painting.                                                                                                            16.__________

Mixed Media:

17. Did you use other media? What other media did you use? Circle the ones used:                           
pencil, ink, pastel, oil pastel, charcoal, collage elements.                                                   17.__________

Complexity:

18. 1=very simple 2=simple 3=complex 4=very complex                                                     18. _________

Craftsmanship:

19. Attention to details, finished look, effort.                                                                         19. _________

20. For 10 points: In a paragraph, discuss your theme.  Answer the following questions in complete 
sentences: 

a. What is your theme?  
b. What did you express to the viewer regarding your own feelings about the theme? 
c. What emotions do the colors express?  d. Where and what is the visual focus of the composition?
e. Is your painting successful? Explain why or why not.

Resources:

Jasper Johns Racing Thoughts, 1983 http://www.whitney.org/american_voices/271/
index.html This work is somewhat autobiographical.

Close-up of "Racing Thoughts" http://www.artchive.com/artchive/J/johns/racing.jpg.html

See Pam Wellington's painting using these techniques | More of Pam's paintings

http://web.archive.org/web/20030422144514/http://www.whitney.org/american_voices/271/index.html
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