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OZARK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

District Wide Parental Involvement Plan 

2016-17 

 
Superintendent:  James H. Ford 

 
The Ozark School District understands the importance of involving parents and the community as a whole in promoting 

higher student achievement and general good will between the district and those it serves.  Therefore, the district shall strive 

to develop and maintain the capacity for meaningful and productive parental and community involvement that will result in 

partnerships that are mutually beneficial to the school, students, parents, and the community.  To achieve such ends, the 

district shall work to implement the following statutory requirements: 

 

Ozark School District shall: 

 

Goal 1: The LEA will foster effective parental involvement strategies and support partnerships 

among school, parents, and the community to improve student achievement? 

 
This plan/policy shall be part of the school’s Title I plan and shall be distributed to parents of the district’s students and 

provided, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand. 

 

Each spring, Taunya Parsons, Curriculum and Federal Programs Coordinator/Parental Involvement Coordinator will lead the 

group to begin the annual review.  Data will be examined to guide revisions, and best practices will be explored in order to 

determine effectiveness.  Please contact Taunya Parsons, taunya.parsons@ozarkhillbillies.org, P.O. Box 135, Ozark, AR 

72949. 

 

If yearly allotment exceeds $500,000 for Title I Part A, we will involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part A 

schools in decisions about how the minimum of 1% of the Title I, Part A funds reserved for parental involvement is spent, 

and will ensure that not less than 95% of the 1% reserved goes directly to the schools.  

 

Coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities in Part A with parental involvement strategies, such as 

parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children, 

under the following other programs:  Arkansas Better Chance, by: 

 Including PreK teachers and staff in parental involvement training offered through the Ozark 

School District 

 Inviting parents of PreK students to become involved in parent activities within the Ozark School 

District 

 District Support of PreK programs, events, and trainings that encourage parental involvement. 

 

Establish a parental involvement contact person at each of the Title I, Part A schools: 

 

Taunya Parsons, Curriculum and Federal Programs Coordinator, District Parental Involvement Contact:  479-667-4118   

Cindy Kramer, Ozark High School, Teacher/Parental Involvement Coordinator:  479-667-4116 

Brenda Beard, Ozark Junior High, Counselor/ Parental Involvement Coordinator:  479-667-4747 

Brad Culver, Ozark Middle School, Teacher/ Parental Involvement Coordinator:  479-667-468-6111 

Lynn Burns, Ozark Upper Elementary, Counselor/ Parental Involvement Coordinator:  479-667-3463 

Amanda Bowmen, Ozark Lower Elementary, Counselor/ Parental Involvement Coordinator:  479-667-4745 

Kim Allred, Ozark Kindergarten Center, Counselor/ Parental Involvement Coordinator:  479-667-3021 

 

To ensure the continued improvement of the district’s parental/community involvement program, the district will conduct an 

annual review of its parental involvement policies to examine their effect on promoting higher student achievement.  The 

review shall be done by a committee consisting of parents and other community members, certified and classified staff, and 

member(s) of the administration, as evidenced by the sign in sheet and agenda.  

 

Develop a district parental involvement committee to create a parental involvement policy and implement parental 

involvement activities as well as disseminate information to the community to promote parental involvement in the Title I, 
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Part A schools.  Jim Ford, Superintendent; Lucas Skaggs, Assistant Superintendent; Taunya Parsons, Curriculum and Federal 

Programs Coordinator; Chris McCain, Special Education Supervisor; Principals: Jordan Price, OHS; Jerrod Burns, OJHS; 

Matt Coleman, OMS; Shane Vincent, OUES; Kelly Burns, OLES; Jennifer King, OKC; Building Level Counselors and 

Parent Involvement Coordinators:  Cindy Kramer, OHS Counselor/Parent Involvement Coord; Brenda Beard, OJHS; Brad 

Culver, OMS; Lynn Burns, OUES; Amanda Bowmen, OLES; Kim Allred, OKC; Cindy Kramer, OHS Parental Involvement 

Coordinator; Brad Culver, OMS Parental Involvement Coordinator; Mary Jane Rofkahr, Classified Staff; Penni Burns, 

Parent; Roxi Hall, Parent; Gwen Faulkenberry, Parent; Erin Brickley, Parent; Brooke Horton, Parent/Staff. 

 

Take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the 

ESEA; 

 Invite parents and community members to meetings including annual reports to the public and other 

informational meetings as well as planning meetings for school improvement. Include parents on SI 

(ACSIP) committees. 

 Seek parent and community member support from community meetings held at various locations in 

and around Franklin County to better reach parent and community support. 

 

Goal 2: The district will provide coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to 

assist participating schools in planning and implementing effective parental involvement? 

Taunya Parsons, District Parental Involvement Coordinator, will conduct ongoing school site visits to observe parental 

involvement practices and to work with the school parent facilitators to increase parent involvement. 

 

Provide with the assistance of its schools; provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve 

their children’s academic achievement, such as literacy training, and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental 

involvement, by: 

 Keep up to date materials in the building parent centers 

 Offer parent nights to show technology and other programs to parents 

 Continue literacy and math nights to encourage family involvement in those areas 

 Offer a Parent Center link on the district website for parents to view current news, sign-up to 

volunteer, access helpful websites, and attend meetings 

 

With the assistance of its schools and parents, enhance/educate the awareness and skills of teachers, pupil services personnel, 

principals and staff, in reaching out to, communicating with, and working with parents as equal partners, in the value and 

utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents 

and schools, by: 

 Provide for every licensed teacher, unlicensed teacher, and other licensed employee than an 

administrator, in each public school a required of no less than two (2) hours of professional 

development every four (4) years designed to enhance an understanding of effective parental 

involvement strategies 

 Required for every administrator, whether licensed or not, in each public school district no less than 

two (2) hours of professional development every four (4) years designed to enhance understanding of 

effective parent involvement strategies, the importance of administrative leadership in setting 

expectations, and creating a climate conductive to parental participation 

 Encourage teachers and staff to participate in professional development activities which show 

research based strategies to train them in methods of working with parents of children of poverty, 

parents of students with disabilities, and parents of ELLs 

 The District will hold an annual Title I parent/community involvement planning meeting to update 

policy and existing Title I, Part A Programs for the upcoming school year.  The Annual Title I 

Meetings are held at each building the week before school starts during open house, or by the first 

parent-teacher conference.  The district will hold their Annual Title I Meeting April 17, 2017 at 5:45 in 

the district admin bldg.  Last spring’s meeting and plan evaluation was held April 18, 2016 at 5:45 in 

the admin building. 

 

Ensure, to the extent possible that information related to the school and parent-programs, meetings, and other activities, is 

sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon 

request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand: 



3 

 

 Translate letters and other correspondence into Spanish and, when possible, into other languages such 

as Hmong 

 Provide translators for parent/teacher conferences and other meetings to ensure parental 

understanding 

 

 

Each Title I school has a current Parental Involvement Plan/Policy which is monitored by Taunya Parsons, Curriculum and 

Federal Programs Coordinator/Parent Involvement Coordinator.  Each School develops and evaluates the plan each year and 

disseminates the plan at the annual Title I meeting held each fall.  Those parents who do not attend the meeting will be given 

the plan at parent/teacher conferences then mailed and posted on the website.  Schools publish their plan in their handbook 

which is distributed to and signed for by each student.  In order to meet the parents’ various schedules, each school varies the 

days and times their parent involvement meetings are held in order to try to make everyone welcome.  These meetings are 

held in order to provide information to the parents and to develop and review the School-Parent compact.  Each year, each 

school holds at least one family literacy and family mathematics nights as well as open house and two parent-teacher 

conferences.  These events involve the parents in the standards, providing information to parents about the school’s 

programs, technology and instruction in order to help the parents raise their child’s achievement.  The ESL and Migrant 

programs participate in family nights and have activities and information as appropriate for their parents in conjunction with 

the participating schools. 

 

Consistent with section 1118, the Ozark School District will work with its schools to ensure that the required school-level 

parent involvement policies meet the requirements of section 1118(b) of the ESEA, and each include, as a component, a 

school-parent compact consistent with section 1118(d) of the ESEA. 

 

To assist Title I, Part A schools in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student 

academic achievement and school performance: 

 The District will provide leadership and coordination of funding for parent involvement meetings at 

the district and school levels 

 The District will provide support for school level parent nights including such activities as Math 

Night, Literacy Night, ESL Parent Involvement, and other training for parents as needed by the 

individual school campuses and or other subpopulations such as parents of special education students 

and parent trainings provided by the district 

 Seek parent volunteers to assist in each building’s parent center 

 Hold annually a volunteer training at each building 

 

 

Goal 3:  The district will build the school's capacity for strong parental involvement? 

 
Provide information to participating parents in such areas as national, state and local educational goals.  Keep parents 

informed about parental involvement programs, meetings and other activities they could be involved in through newsletters, 

internet websites, phone calls, and text messages.  In addition to the above educational goals include parents' rights as defined 

in Title I, Part A, such as their right to know about the qualifications of all staff as their child's school.  District coordinator 

will ensure all buildings have sent letter to parents.  In carrying out Title I, Part A parental involvement requirements, to the 

extent practicable, the Ozark School District and its schools will provide full opportunities for the participation of the parents 

with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information 

and school reports required under section 1111 of ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and including alternative 

formats upon request, and to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand. 

 

Assist in the development of parent engagement groups at each school.  Ozark Schools has the establishment of a Parent – 

Teacher Organization.  

 

Conduct annual surveys to ensure that parent’s needs are met and school effectiveness is improved; persons responsible for 

collecting data are district coordinator and building facilitators. 

 A survey was conducted in the spring of 2016.  Data was disaggregated by building, analyzed by the 

staff, and plans were made for areas of need or improvement. 
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Provide reasonable support for parent involvement at the request of participating Title I, Part A schools, provide assistance to 

parents of children served by the school district or school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following:  

 Involvement in the education of their children; 

 Volunteer activities; 

 Learning activities that support classroom instruction; 

 Participation in school decisions; 

 Collaboration with the community; 

 Development of school goals and priorities; 

 Evaluating the effectiveness of the comprehensive school improvement plan (ACSIP); 

 the Arkansas Department of Education’s academic content standards; 

 Common Core State Standards 

 the Arkansas Department of Education’s student academic achievement standards; 

 the Arkansas Department of Education’s and Ozark School District’s academic assessments including 

alternate assessments; 

 the requirements of Title I, Part A; 

 how to monitor their child’s progress; and 

 how to work with educators: 

 Parent information workshops/informational materials are offered periodically at the 

various schools 

 Parent/teacher conferences are held at a minimum of twice each year to discuss student 

progress 

 Parent/teacher organizations are encouraged at each school 

 Open House at each school 

 

Goal 4: The district will conduct, with the involvement of parents, ongoing evaluation of the 

content and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy as it relates to strategies for 

increasing parental participation and identifying barriers to greater participation? 

Take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness 

of this parental involvement plan/policy in improving the quality of Title I, Part A schools.  The evaluation will include 

identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement activities (with particular attention to parents 

who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any 

racial or ethnic minority background.)  The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental 

involvement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary (and 

with the involvement of parents) its parental involvement policies. 

 Parent Involvement Plan Evaluations will be conducted through several different avenues, 

including evaluations given at parent events to judge the success of those parent activities (this 

will be done by the sponsoring school), evaluations given annually at the school level by the 

principals/parent involvement facilitators, surveys handed out to subpopulations such as ESL and 

Migrant (conducted by teachers and staff involved in that particular program), and parent 

committee input through Title I parent planning meetings (again conducted at the district and 

school levels) 

 Parents will provide input into these activities through surveys, evaluations of activities, parent 

committee meetings, and as trainers for other parents 

 Surveys may also be given at the district level to garner parent community input when evaluating 

parent activities, school-parent communication, etc.; results of surveys will be shared with staff 

and parents during the annual Title I Mtg or other meetings as appropriate.  The district parental 

involvement coordinator and each building coordinator, as well as principals, will be responsible 

for developing the surveys and disseminating reports as appropriate. 

   

Provide an opportunity for the parents to assist in the development of the evaluation procedures, including any analysis 

collected.  Parents are members of the parent involvement committee and are invited to all meetings where evaluations are 

planned, data collected, and disaggregated.  

 

The Ozark School District will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its district-wide 

parental involvement plan under section 1112 of the ESEA: 
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 Invite parents and community members to the planning meeting for the parental involvement 

district/school plans 

 

Develop procedures for maintaining documentation for parent involvement meetings through agendas, sign in sheets, and 

minutes.  Any documentation from surveys will also be maintained at the buildings where the surveys were conducted. 

 

Findings from the evaluations process will be used to make recommendations to each participating school in the district for 

parental involvement policy revision.  Updates as they become available by law will be the responsibility of the district 

parent coordinator/facilitator to disseminate to the building facilitators. The district parent involvement team will provide 

suggestions for designing school improvement policies as they relate to policy revisions.    

 

If the LEA plan for Title I, Part A, developed under section 1112 of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the parents of 

participating children, the Ozark School District will submit any parent comments with the plan when the school district 

submits the plan to the State Department of Education. 

 

 

 

 

Goal 5:  The district will involve parents in the joint development of the district Title I Application 

under section 1112 (ACSIP)? 

 
Incorporate this district wide parental involvement policy into its LEA plan developed under section 1112 of the ESEA. 

(ACSIP) 

 

Take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the 

ESEA; 

 Invite and recruit parents and community members to join/attend meetings including annual reports to 

the public and other informational meetings as well as planning meetings for schools in school 

improvement 

 
The Ozark School District will be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement, and expects that its 

Title I schools will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition: 

Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication 

involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring  

(A) that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 

(B) that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; 

(C) that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-

making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and 

(D) The carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA. 

 

 

The Ozark School District will put into operation programs, activities and procedures for the involvement of parents in all of 

its schools with Title I, Part A programs, consistent with section 1118 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

(ESEA) and Arkansas Department of Education Rules Governing Parental Involvement Plans.  Those programs, activities 

and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children. 

 

 

Ozark School District Parental Involvement Policy 
 

6.11—PARENTAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT - DISTRICT 
 

The Ozark School District understands the importance of involving parents and the community as a whole in promoting 

higher student achievement and general good will between the district and those it serves. Therefore, the district shall 

strive to develop and maintain the capacity for meaningful and productive parental and community involvement that will 
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result in partnerships that are mutually beneficial to the school, students, parents, and the community. To achieve such 

ends, the district shall work to: 

1. Involve parents and the community in the development of the long range planning of the district;  
2. Give the schools in the district the support necessary to enable them to plan and implement effective parental 

involvement activities;  
3. Have a coordinated involvement program where the involvement activities of the district enhance the involvement 

strategies of other programs such as Head Start, HIPPY, Parents as Partners, Parents as Teachers, ABC, ABC for School 
Success, area Pre-K programs, and Even Start;  

4. Explain to parents and the community the State’s content and achievement standards, State and local student 
assessments and how the district’s curriculum is aligned with the assessments and how parents can work with the 
district to improve their child’s academic achievement;  

5. Provide parents with the materials and training they need to be better able to help their child achieve. The district may 
use parent resource centers or other community based organizations to foster parental involvement and provide 
literacy and technology training to parents. 

6. Educate district staff, with the assistance of parents, in ways to work and communicate with parents and to know how 
to implement parent involvement programs that will promote positive partnerships between the school and parents; 

7. Keep parents informed about parental involvement programs, meetings, and other activities they could be involved in. 
Such communication shall be, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand;  

8. Find ways to eliminate barriers that work to keep parents from being involved in their child’s education. This may 
include providing transportation and child care to enable parents to participate, arranging meetings at a variety of 
times, and being creative with parent/teacher conferences; 

9. Find and modify other successful parent and community involvement programs to suit the needs of our district;  
10. Train parents to enhance and promote the involvement of other parents;  
11. Provide reasonable support for other parental involvement activities as parents may reasonably request.  

 
To ensure the continued improvement of the district’s parental/community involvement program, the district will conduct 

an annual review of its parental involvement policies to examine their effect on promoting higher student achievement. The 

review shall be done by a committee consisting of parents and other community members, certified and classified staff, and 

member(s) of the administration. 

This policy shall be part of the school’s Title I plan and shall be distributed to parents of the district’s students and provided, 

to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.  

Notes:  If any school in your district receives Title I aid, NCLB requires you to have a district policy covering parental 

involvement for the parents of students served under the program. Because your district is required to “develop jointly 

with, agree on with, and distribute to parents of participating children a written parent involvement policy,” this model 

policy is designed to be a starting point to be used in the development of your final policy. The NCLB Act requires the basics 

of the introduction and the last two paragraphs as well as items-#1 – 7 and #11. Items #8 – 10 are proposed in the act, but 

not mandatory. Act 603 of 2003 along with several subsequent amendments (A.C.A. §§ 6-15-1702, 1703, and 1704) require 

each district to develop a parental involvement plan (rather than a policy) in collaboration with parents. The law is very 

detailed, and full of “shalls” going far beyond the requirements of this policy required by NCLB. Be sure to have the law 

handy when working out the details of your district’s parental involvement plan. 

The US DOE has correctly opined that this policy (and policy 6.12) are of no use unless accompanied by an implementation 
plan. Consequently, the ADE’s ACSIP office requires districts to have such a plan.   

Legal References: 20 U.S.C. § 6318 (a)(2),(A),(B),(D),(E) (NCBL Act of 2001, Section 1118) 20 U.S.C. § 6318 
(e)(1),(2),(3),(4),(5),(6),(8),(9),(10),(11),(13),(14) (NCBL Act of 2001, Section 1118) 

Date Adopted: January 16, 2012 
Last Revised: 


