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PRESS RELEASE/MINUTES 
 

 
On October 24, 2017 the Ozark School District held its Annual Report to the Public.  The 
meeting was held in the Administration Building at 6:00 pm. 
 
Issues of public interest discussed at the meeting included accreditation status, enrollment, 
federal programs, the Gifted and Talented program, Norm Referenced testing results, Criteria 
Referenced testing results, finances, facilities, transportation and other areas of public interest.  
School reports were presented by Elementary Principals, Jennifer King, Kelly Burns and Shane 
Vincent, Middle School Principal Matt Coleman, Junior High Principal Jerrod Burns and High 
School Principal Jordan Price.  A District report was presented by Assistant Superintendent 
Lucas Skaggs, Special Education Coordinator Chris McCain, Curriculum and Federal Programs 
Coordinator Taunya Parsons and Superintendent Jim Ford. 
 
All schools in the District are accredited by the Arkansas Board of Education.  October 1, 2017 
enrollment was 1852 K-12 students.  This is a 12-student decrease from the same time last 
year.  The District also has a Pre-K program with 40 students enrolled currently.   
 
All members of the Board of Education are in compliance with code regarding annual training 
hours. 
 
The District as a matter of policy complies with all federal, state and local codes.  Policies, 
procedures and plans are on file in the superintendent’s office and are available for public 
viewing upon request.   
 
The district is a School Choice participant.   
 
All schools in the District have developed an improvement plan (ACSIP) in compliance with state 
and federal code.   
 
Ozark ended the 2016-2017 school year with a closing legal balance of $3,156,668 there is a 
projected closing legal balance for 2017-2018 of $3,014,442.  Ozark has a facility master plan 
that is reviewed annually. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Ozark Kindergarten/E.B. Milton Elementary 

Annual Report to the Public 
2017-2018 

 
The Ozark Kindergarten Center hired three new certified regular classroom teachers for the 
2017-2018 school year.  New hires at E.B. Milton Elementary included one certified regular 
classroom teacher at the Primary; two certified regular classroom teachers at the Upper, and 
one certified 3-5 ALE classroom teacher.  All teachers currently working are highly qualified 
for the area to which they are assigned. Ozark Primary has three National Board Certified 
teachers: Elizabeth Reeves Reading Specialist/Interventionist; Katrina Herriage and Stacey 
Jones first grade teachers. Ozark Kindergarten Center’s school counselor, Kim Allred, is 
National Board Certified. Carmie McChristian, K-5 Literacy Specialist is also National Board 
Certified. 
Enrollment for the 2017-2018 school year averages approximately 900 students, Pre-k 
through fifth grade. All students, K-5, will be provided regularly scheduled RTI/enrichment 
based on their individual needs in literacy and mathematics as determined by diagnostic 
assessment data, classroom data, and state required assessment data: I-Station (K-2) and ACT 
Aspire (3-5). Student progress will be monitored and reported to parents three times per 
year. 
Title I, Title IIA, and NSLA funds were utilized to help pay the salaries of the class size 
reduction teachers, para-professionals, interventionists, computer, and math lab teachers. 
Third through fifth grade classes are departmentalized. 
The Foster Grandparent Program is utilized in both the Kindergarten and Primary buildings: 
Judy Bissell, Martha Crumpacker, Jennifer Wright, Charlotte Taff, and Ruth Gardner (OKC), 
David Troglin (Primary); as well as classroom volunteer Dennis Binz (Primary). Two ABC 
classrooms, housed at the Kindergarten Center, provide 40 students with a jump-start to 
school success.  
Online Accelerated Reader quizzes were continued in the 2017-2018 school year. Title I 
monies are utilized to provide this service which bolsters students reading comprehension 
skills.  Additionally, students utilize Starfall, I-Ready curriculum, Reflex Math, Moby Max and 
Scoot Pad web-based programs to complete activities based on their specific academic needs. 
Third through fifth grade students are administered ACT Aspire interim assessments. The 
assessment data allows teachers to determine student progress toward mastery of the 
Arkansas State Standards, in preparation for the state-mandated ACT Aspire assessment 
given in the spring of each year.  
Teachers meet in Professional Learning Communities (PLC) weekly to disaggregate data and 
based on this data, make adjustments to instruction and curriculum as needed to meet the 
academic needs of our students. 
Parental involvement is very important to a student’s school performance. The school has 
two scheduled Parent/Teacher conferences each year, but regular contact between home 
and school is encouraged. Additionally, the schools schedule special events throughout the 
school year to invite parents to participate in activities. Parent Task Forces/Advisory Boards 



have been established in each building to involve parents in the process of planning, 
monitoring and improving the educational system. 
Special education and school-based mental health services are provided to students 
identified in need of these services. The schools are in compliance with all state and federal 
guidelines which pertain to these programs. Gifted and talented instruction is provided to 3rd-
6th grade students identified as gifted and talented. Enrichment activities are offered to 
kindergarten-2nd grade students to enhance creativity and enable development of higher 
order thinking skills. 
The end-of year Kindergarten literacy and math proficiency levels; 1st and 2nd grade ITBS; and 
3rd-5th grade ACT Aspire data are included below: 
81% of kindergarten students scored proficient or advanced based on Literacy End of Year 
skills assessments.  88% of kindergarten students scored proficient or advanced on Math End 
of Year skills assessments. On teacher made Literacy pre-tests average proficiency of 46%, 
post-tests literacy proficiency of 95% showing a gain of 49 at the end of the year (EOY).  On 
teacher made Math pre-test average proficiency of 51%, post-test math proficiency of 91% 
showing a gain of 40 at the end of the year (EOY).  84% of students reading on grade level= 
Level C reader of higher at EOY.  In the literacy area for concept of print 99% of student at the 
EOY showed proficiency, in phonological awareness 96% proficiency, and phonemic 
awareness 90% proficiency. 
ITBS: First Grade ELA total was 51% and mathematics was 55%. Second grade ELA total was 
64% and mathematics was 68%.  
3rd-5th grade students were administered the ACT Aspire in spring 2017. Student percentages 
scoring Ready or Exceeding are as follows:  Third grade English 76%, mathematics 66%, 
Science 43%, Reading 42% and Writing 24%. Fourth grade English 71%, mathematics 54%, 
Science 41%, Reading 32% and Writing 18%.  Fifth grade English 77%, mathematics 53%, 
Science 34%, Reading 28%, and Writing 28%.  
 
 

PRESS RELEASE/MINUTES 
Ozark Middle School 

Annual Report to the Public 
October  

 
The Ozark Middle School, located in Altus, had a successful first nine weeks and beginning to the 
school year.   
 
We currently have 306 students in our buildings including 151 sixth graders and 153 seventh 
graders.  We also have two fifth graders in Mrs. Moon’s class.  
 
The Ozark Middle School developed an improvement plan, using Indistar, in compliance with 
state and federal code.  The district will continue to monitor and amend this plan to ensure that 
we provide students with opportunities to attain an excellent education.   
 



Every student took a diagnostic test at the beginning of the year to measure individual student 
ability in reading and math.  They will take a mid year diagnostic in January to measure progress.  
Data from the diagnostics and ACT Aspire are used to pinpoint student needs and supply them 
with the help they need to improve.  Each teacher participates in grade level Professional 
Learning Community meetings twice a month to gather information for the Response to 
Intervention Team.  That team discusses students that need extra help outside the normal 
classroom setting.  Students in need have opportunities to participate in Tools for Learning 
classes to get more assistance and more time in areas that they struggle.  
 
Ozark Middle School welcomed new staff for 2017-2018 school year.  Beth Ann Wetzel teaches 
6th grade special education and Dillon Harty took over the ALE Program.  Erica Ingram is a special 
education paraprofessional and Maegan Haberer is the school nurse.  Maegan also drives the 
special needs bus.   
 
Parental Involvement is very important to a student’s school performance.  The Middle School 
hosted its Open House on August 8th.  It hosted its first parent teacher conferences on September 
26th.  The second parent teacher conference is scheduled for March 15th.   
 
Community Involvement is also very important to Ozark Middle School.    The annual Veteran’s 
Day Program is scheduled for November 9th.  Plans being made for the Creative Writing class to 
host a Poetry Night.  Mrs. Powers plans to have a student led parent conference. We will hold 
our third annual STEM competition on our campus this spring.  
 
Mr. Harty introduced a mentoring program to our campus this year.  At this time, ten mentors 
come to spend time with pre-selected students once every two weeks.  
 
Gifted and Talented serves twelve sixth graders and ten seventh graders this year.  
 
 
Mrs. Masingale’s Hillbilly 101 class is producing a video highlighting school events from the 
previous week.  The videos are shown during lunch.  They may also be viewed on the Middle 
School’s Facebook page.  
 
The first ever Middle School Student Leadership Team is in place.  These student leaders assist 
new students in finding their classes and provide leadership at public events such as Open House 
and assemblies held during school hours.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Ozark Junior High School 
Annual Report to the Public 

October 24, 2017 
 

Ozark Junior High School is off to a great start this year.  We are very excited about the 
opportunity that awaits us this year.  We are coming off some of our most successful years as 
far as state testing is concerned and look to add to our successes this year.  All junior high 
school teachers are Highly Qualified for the area they are assigned or have the appropriate 
documentation from the Arkansas Department of Education on file.  Ozark Junior High School 
has a total of 25 certified and 5 classified staff members that serve 271 students in grades 8-9.  
Four of our teachers are National Board Certified. 

Ozark Junior High School continues to work to improve literacy and math and science 
scores in both grades.  We embarked on a new journey this past year by way of the ACTAspire 
Test.  Our teachers and students did an outstanding job in all areas including English, Reading, 
Science, Math and Writing.  8th Grade scored 77 English, 54 Reading, 45 Science, 52 Math and 
37 Writing all of which ranked at the top in our area and with the state and nation.  9th Grade 
scored 72 English, 54 Reading, 35 Science, 38 Math and 61 Writing.  Great job to all our 
students, faculty and staff for their hard work and dedication in making Ozark Junior High 
School one of the premier schools in the state.  

Enrollment for the 2017-2018 school year currently sits at 271 students, with 142 
Freshmen and 129 8th graders.  Ozark Junior High School has an active Gifted and Talented 
program to meet the needs of our special populations.  Currently, there are 28 students served 
in the Gifted and Talented program.  Students are served in core academic areas through 
enrichment programs and content based activities.  
  For the 2017-2018 school year, 20 students served through the Special Education 
program.  Ozark Junior High School employs two fully certified Special Education teachers that 
oversee and provide these services. We are also excited about adding our Community Based 
Special Education Classroom.  We have 1 certified teacher and 3 aides getting to work with 5 of 
the greatest Hillbillies we have in the district.  It has truly been a blessing all the way around to 
incorporate this program.  

In addition, Ozark Junior High School offers mental health, speech therapy, occupational 
therapy, and physical therapy services to identified students.  All services are provided by 
licensed professionals.  The school is in compliance with all state and federal guidelines that 
pertain to these programs. 

The goal of Ozark Junior High School is to inspire all students to reach their maximum 
potential.  To reach this goal, all staff are committed to being lifelong learners and are always 
searching for new and innovative ways to improve academic performance of their students.  
Professional development is an important part of working towards this goal.  All staff complete 
at least 60 hours of professional development in a wide variety of areas.   

Parental involvement is very important to a student’s school performance.  The school 
has two scheduled Parent/Teacher conferences each year.  Parents are encouraged to keep in 
regular contact with the school throughout the year using Social Media (Facebook/Twitter) and 
HAC (web based computer grading) along with school messenger to keep updated about 
everything from important notices to attendance.  



 
 
 
Ozark High School 
 
The mission of Ozark High School is “Every Student Learning Every Day.” Administration, 
teachers, and staff are dedicated to ensuring every student is becoming better prepared for a 
successful transition into post-secondary college and career opportunities.  
Currently, there are 396 students enrolled in grades 10-12. 
Ozark High School has 45 full and part time teachers and support staff including on-campus 
teachers from Arkansas Tech University, ATU-Ozark, and satellite teachers at ATU-Ozark and 
the Western Arkansas Technical Center. OHS and OJHS have combined campuses and 
resources, with 15 certified teachers leading courses for students in 9th-12th grade spanning 
both buildings. 22 OHS teachers and staff hold graduate and advanced degrees in their 
respective fields. In addition to college credit hours, students can earn a Certified Nursing 
Assistant License and national welding certifications through our newest concurrent credit 
offerings in welding through Arkansas Tech University – Ozark Campus. Ozark High School 
currently offers 8 Advanced Placement and Pre-AP courses.  
Concurrent credit available through the OHS University program serves 168 OHS students 
currently taking over 500 combined hours of college courses. State and local funding is helping 
to defer around $600,000 in tuition costs! 
Programs include: Nursing Assistant (CNA license), Medical First Responder, Human Anatomical 
Structures, Medical Terminology, Database Management, Spreadsheets, College Algebra, 
English Composition I and II, World History, Intro to Law Enforcement, Criminal Civil and 
Juvenile Law, Community Disaster Relief, Intro to Thermal Cutting (national welding 
certifications), Intro to Arc Welding, Logistics, and Computer Programming.  
2017 ACT Aspire Summary for Ozark High School  
134 10th grade students tested in English, writing, reading, science, and math. 
69% were exceeding and ready, and 16% scoring close in ENGLISH. ***Above the national 
average.  
62% were exceeding and ready, and 24% scoring close in WRITING. ***Above the national 
average. 
39% were exceeding and ready, and 25% scoring close in READING. ***Above the national 
average. 
28% were exceeding and ready, and 23% scoring close in SCIENCE. 
26% were exceeding and ready, and 34% scoring close in MATH. ***Increase compared to 2016 
scores.  
***All scores except science increased since 2016. Science dropped 1%. 
Progress Toward Career Readiness 
Progress Toward Career Readiness is an early indicator of your group's future achievement on 
the ACT National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC). The ACT NCRC is an assessment-based 
credential that documents foundational work skills important for job success across industries 
and occupations. The distribution shows how OHS’s ACT Aspire composite scores relate to 



progress toward a Bronze, Silver, or Gold level on the ACT NCRC. Gold 62%, Silver 23%, and 
Bronze 11%. Overall, a big increase in Gold level compared to 2016.  
 
Graduates and ACT 
The OHS graduating class of 2017 was awarded $2,023,486 which is a combined total of all 
academic and athletic scholarships. Graduating Class of 2017 ACT data indicates128 seniors (88 
in 2016) tested with an average composite score of 18.7, state average of 19.4, 17 seniors had a 
composite score or 20-36, and 49% of seniors tested achieved ACT college readiness 
benchmarks in English 
Extracurricular 
Ozark High School made a big impact in the sports world in 2016 and 2017 with a second round 
playoff run in Football, District and District Tournament Champs and state tournament 
appearance for girls basketball, and an exciting spring season for baseball, softball, and track. 
This school year, the girls golf team has already brought home the hardware as Conference 
Champions in the 4-4A. The band and choirs completed successful years also with many 
individual and group awards in regional and state competition.  
Hillbilly Pride Runs Deep with the students and faculty of Ozark High School!  
 
 
Gifted and Talented Report to the Public  
Date: October 24, 2017 @ 6:00 
Total: The Ozark GT program currently serves 103 students in grades 3rd- 12th grade (56 
Girls/47 Boys) 
 
Identification: 
General nominations are accepted anytime during the year, but are especially encouraged 
during April for placement for the following year. Nomination forms are available on our school 
website or by contacting the classroom teacher or GT Coordinator. 
 
Services: 
High School (10th -12th) students are served through Concurrent Credit, Secondary Content, AP 
and Pre-AP courses and monthly meets with GT instructor via meeting and/or email. AP courses 
follow a prescribed scope and sequence meeting College Board requirements. Both AP and Pre-
AP courses are taught by instructors who are trained in providing differentiation for GT 
students. Students are also encouraged to participate in concurrent credit courses which allow 
them to receive both high school and college credit at the same time. 
Junior High (8th -9th) students are served through Pre-AP and/or Secondary content teachers in 
the core areas and monthly meets with GT instructor via meeting and/or email. Teachers in 
these areas have had training in differentiation for GT Students 
Middle School (6th-7th) students receive services through secondary content classes and 
monthly meets with GT instructor via meeting and/or email. Teachers in all the core content 
classes have received training in providing differentiation for GT students. 
Elementary (3rd-5th) students are served through a pull-out program for 150 minutes of direct 
instruction provided by the GT teacher. 



Elementary Enrichment (K-2nd) students are served through whole group enrichment each 
week. Kindergarten is provided by a certified teacher under the supervision of the GT teacher 
for 40 minutes/week. Grades 1 and 2 are served for 30 minutes/week by the GT teacher. 
Lessons are designed around Common Core Standards and GT Curriculum Frameworks from the 
district’s coop. 
 
Staying Connected with the Community: 
Face Book Page - Ozark’s G-Team. Please like and follow our page to see things that are 
happening with the GT students in Ozark. 
There is a GT link under the Departments tab on the Ozark Hillbilly Homepage. (Nomination and 
Evaluation forms, parent and student resources, GT Rules and Regulations, GT offerings and 
pictures of activities we do throughout the year are available on the site.)  
2016-2017 G-Team Competition Highlights: 
. 2nd Place medal in the Elementary Chess Tournament 
. 2nd Place medal in the Senior High Chess Tournament 
. 5th grade Quiz Bowl Team placed second in the tournament 
. A fifth grade student participated in the Duke University Talent Identification Program 
. A fifth grade team placed second in the STEM Engineering Challenge at Paris 
. 4 of our students at the middle school level poems were chosen for publication in a book 
titled, "What is the Function of the Heart?" 
. Several students attended AEIGIS programs throughout the summer. One went on to play a 
part in the musical, “ Hamilton.” 
 
 


