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October 21, 2014 

 

PRESS RELEASE/MINUTES 

 

Ozark School District 

 

On October 20, 2014 the Ozark School District held its Annual Report to the Public.  The meeting was held in 

the Administration Building at 6:00 pm. 

 

Issues of public interest discussed at the meeting included accreditation status, enrollment, federal programs, 

school programs, Norm Referenced testing results, Criteria Referenced testing results, PARCC testing, finances, 

facilities, transportation and other areas of public interest.  School reports were presented by Elementary 

Principals, Jennifer King, Kelly Burns and Shane Vincent, Middle School Principal Ron Hill, Junior High 

Principal Jerrod Burns and High School Principal Jody Jenkins.  A District report was presented by Assistant 

Superintendent Lucas Skaggs, Curriculum Coordinator Taunya Parsons and Superintendent Jim Ford. 

 

All schools in the District are accredited by the Arkansas Board of Education.  October 1, 2014 enrollment was 

1866 K-12 students.  This is a 19 student increase from Oct. 1 of  last year.  The District also has a Pre-K 

program with 20 students currently enrolled.   

 

All members of the Board of Education are in compliance with code regarding annual training hours. 

 

The District as a matter of policy complies with all federal, state and local codes.  Policies, procedures and plans 

are on file in the superintendent’s office and are available for public viewing upon request.   

 

The district is a School Choice participant.   

 

The District, including all of the schools in the District has developed an improvement plan (ACSIP) in 

compliance with state and federal code.  The district will continue to monitor and amend this plan to ensure that 

students are provided with opportunities to attain an excellent education.   

 

Ozark ended the 2013-2014 school year with a closing legal balance of $3,106,298 there is a projected closing 

legal balance for 2014-2015 of $2,871,839.  Ozark has a facility master plan that is reviewed annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ozark Kindergarten/E.B. Milton Elementary 

 

The Ozark Kindergarten Center hired one new certified teacher and two para-professionals for the 2014-2015 

school year.  Elgin B. Milton Primary hired three new certified teachers, a para-professional, and a secretary. 

All teachers currently working are highly qualified for the area to which they are assigned. Ozark Upper 

Elementary has 3 National Board Certified Teachers: Charlotte Taff, Counselor; Carmie McChristian, 4th grade; 

and Lana McLaughlin, 4th grade. E.B. Milton Primary has three: Elizabeth Reeves and Janet Gaines both are 

Reading Specialists; and Katrina Herriage is a first grade teacher. Ozark Kindergarten Center’s school 

counselor, Kim Allred, is National Board Certified. 

Enrollment for the 2014-2015 school years averages about 900 students, Pre-k through fifth grade. The 

elementary meet AMO for attendance, mathematics, and literacy at all grade levels and subgroups. Academic 

Improvement Plans (AIP) and IRI were developed for each student not scoring proficient on state mandated 

assessments. Parents will review the plans at the first Parent Teacher Conference of the year, and the plans will 

be signed by the parent, teacher, and principal. Documentation of student progress is made throughout the 

school year, and will be based on classroom work, observations, tests, state assessments, and other relevant 

information. 

Title I, Title IIA, and NSLA funds were utilized to help pay the salaries of the class size reduction teachers, 

para-professionals, interventionists, computer, and math lab teachers. Second through fifth grade classes are 

departmentalized. 

Interventions are offered at every grade level for students that need extra practice in Literacy and Math. The 

Foster Grandparent Program is utilized in both the Kindergarten and Primary buildings: Judy Bissell (OKC), 

Martha Crumpacker, Ruth Gardner, and David Troglin (E.B. Milton Primary). The focus on interventions K-2nd 

grade help provide a solid academic foundation for our students. The ABC classroom, housed at the 

Kindergarten Center, provides 20 students with a jump-start to school success. Seventy-three third through fifth 

grade students participated in a 12-week, after school tutoring program to help them in math and literacy.  

Online Accelerated Reader quizzes were continued in the 2014-2015 school year. The Enterprise system offers 

students access to the entire Accelerated Reader library of tests. Title I monies are utilized to provide this 

service which bolsters students reading comprehension skills. 

First through fifth grade students take formative tests, called target tests, each quarter in math and literacy. 

These tests are created by The Learning Institute and are referred to as TLI tests. The target test data is available 

for immediate viewing and allow teachers to determine student progress toward mastery of the Common Core 

State Standards, in preparation for the state mandated benchmark assessments. Teachers meet in Professional 

Learning Communities (PLC) to disaggregate data from these exams to help guide future instruction and plan 

for interventions and enrichments for students.  

Parental involvement is very important to a student’s school performance. The school has two scheduled 

Parent/Teacher conferences each year, but regular contact between home and school is encouraged. 

Additionally, the schools schedule special events throughout the school year to invite parents to participate in 

activities. Parent Task Forces/Advisory Boards have been established in each building to involve parents in the 

process of planning, monitoring and improving the educational system. 

Special education and school-based mental health services are provided to students identified as needing these 

services. The schools are in compliance with all state and federal guidelines which pertain to these programs. 

Gifted and talented instruction is provided to 3rd-5th grade students identified as gifted and talented. Enrichment 

activities are offered to kindergarten-2nd grade students to enhance creativity and enable development of higher 

order thinking skills. 

Our teachers work hard to ensure our classrooms are equipped to provide excellent academic opportunities for 

our students. Celeste Binz, second grade teacher was the recipient of a grant from OG&E. Denise Hitcher and 

Jennifer Brown, 4th grade teachers; as well as Charlotte Timmerman and Regina Pryor, 5th grade received 

STEM grants. Carmie McChristian, 4th grade and Laura Allen, 5th grade received Pets in the Classroom grants. 

Charlotte Taff, 4-5 Counselor received a grant from the U.S. Forestry Service to be utilized for Boys/Girls 

Night Out activities. 

Boxtops for Education programs are going strong at the schools, raising monies which are utilized to provide 

student academic incentives, books to improve literacy scores, and educational supplies for the classrooms. 



The staff meet weekly in grade/department level Professional Learning Communities to disaggregate student 

achievement data on both state mandated tests and common formative assessments; making adjustments to 

instruction and curriculum as needed to meet the academic needs of our students. The end-of year Kindergarten 

proficiency levels; 1st and 2nd grade ITBS; and 3rd-5thgrade Benchmark scores are included below: 

71% of kindergarten students scored proficient or advanced based on DRA (Developmental Reading 

Assessment) quarterly skills assessments.  The average score for literacy post-assessments was 95%.  The 

average score for math post-assessments was 93%. 

ITBS: First Grade reading comprehension was 60% and mathematics was 60%. Second grade reading 

comprehension was 67% and mathematics was 70%.  

Benchmark scores (percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced):  Third grade literacy was 82% and 

mathematics was 92%. Fourth grade literacy was 86% and mathematics was 71%. Fifth grade literacy was 88% 

and mathematics was 70%. Grade 5 Science was 72%. 

 

Ozark Middle School 

On October 20, 2014, the Ozark School District held its Annual Report to the Public.  The meeting was held in 

the Central Office at 6:00 pm. 

 

All schools in the District are accredited by the Arkansas Board of Education.  Current enrollment at Ozark 

Middle School is at 291 students.   

 

The Ozark Middle School has developed an improvement plan (ACSIP) in compliance with state and federal 

code.  The district will continue to monitor and amend this plan to ensure that students are provided with 

opportunities to attain an excellent education.   

 

Ozark Middle School has four new staff members for the 2014-2015 school year. They are Amanda Langford-

Language Arts; Beth Fitzgerald-Language Arts; Nathan Lemley-social studies; and Brad Culver-Counselor. All 

of the teachers are Highly Qualified for the area they are assigned. 

 

Academic Improvement Plans were developed for each student not scoring proficient on state mandated 

assessments.  Parents reviewed the plans at the first parent teacher conference of the year, and the plans were 

signed by the parent, teacher, and principal.  Documentation of student progress is made throughout the school 

year.  Each student’s progress is based upon the student’s classroom work, observations, tests, state 

assessments, and other relevant information.   

 

Sixth through seventh grade students took formative tests, called TLI Tests, each quarter in math and literacy.  

These tests allowed teachers to determine student progress toward mastery of state mandated standards in 

preparation for the PARCC assessment given each spring.  Adjustments were made to the instruction based 

upon student need.   

 

Parental involvement is very important to a student’s school performance.  The school has two scheduled parent 

teacher conferences each year, but parents and teachers are encouraged to keep in regular contact.  The school 

also scheduled special events throughout the school year to invite parents to the school.  Math/Literacy Family 

Nights and Open House were a few of the events the school routinely offers for parental involvement.  

 

Special education, speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and school based mental health 

services are provided to identified students by licensed professionals.  The school is in compliance with all state 

and federal guidelines that pertain to these programs.  Gifted and talented instruction is provided to identified 

Sixth through seventh grade students.   

 

 

 

 



Benchmark Scores 

Percent of students scoring Proficient and Advanced 
 

               

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ozark Junior High School 

 

Ozark Junior High School is off to a great start this year.  We are very excited about the opportunity that awaits 

us this year.  We are coming off one of our most successful years as far as state testing is concerned and look to 

add to our successes this year.  All junior high school teachers are Highly Qualified for the area they are 

assigned or have the appropriate documentation from the Arkansas Department of Education on file.  Ozark 

Junior High School has a total of 25 certified and 4 classified staff members that serve 270 students in grades 8-

9. 

 

Ozark Junior High School continues to work to improve literacy and math scores in both grades.  We are very 

proud of the success of our test scores in both literacy and math.  In the 2013-2014 school year our eighth grade 

students scored 83 % on their Literacy Benchmark test and 70% on the 8th grade math test which is an area we 

knew we would be lower in with the implementation of the common core.  Our 9th Grade students were not to 

be outdone by scoring an 85% on the End of Course Algebra test and scoring an outstanding 100% on the EOC 

Geometry test.  Great job to all our students, faculty and staff for their hard work and dedication in making 

Ozark Junior High School one of the premier schools in the state.  

 

Enrollment for the 2014-2015 school year currently sits at 270 students, with 151 Freshmen and 119 8th graders.  

Academic Improvement Plans have been developed for all students who did not score at the proficient level on 

the state mandated assessments in mathematics, literacy, and science.  Parents will review the plans at the first 

Parent Teacher Conference of the year, and the plans will be signed by the parent, teacher, and principal.  

Documentation of student progress is made throughout the school year.  Each student’s progress is based upon 

the student’s classroom work, observation, computer generated enrichment assessments and tests, state 

assessments, and other relevant information.   

 

In addition to and part of the Academic Improvement Plans, Ozark Junior High School monitors student 

progress throughout the year by utilizing common assessments known as Target Assessment Testing from The 

Learning Institute.  Students are tested numerous times per year in mathematics, literacy, and science.  The 

results are used by teachers to identify strong and weak areas in order to better align instruction and improve 

student learning which will improve state mandated test scores. 

 

Ozark Junior High School has an active Gifted and Talented program to meet the needs of our special 

populations.  Currently, there are 17 students being served in the Gifted and Talented program.  Students are 

served in core academic areas through enrichment programs and content based activities.  

Sixth Grade                Literacy          Math 

Combined Pop. (2014)   76%               77% 

(2013)                  83%               82%   

(2012)                             89%               85% 
 

Seventh Grade  Literacy     Math     Science 

(2014)                    90%         76%        64% 

(2013)                    89%        80%        60% 

(2012)                    89%         90%        26% 



  

For the 2014-2015 school year, 16 students are served through the Special Education program.  Ozark Junior 

High utilizes the innovative co-teach model in core areas to serve the needs of some special needs students as 

well as core resource models for others.  All students have benefited greatly from these services.  Ozark Junior 

High School employs two fully certified Special Education teachers that oversee and provide these services as 

well as an aide. 

 

In addition, Ozark Junior High School offers mental health, speech therapy, occupational therapy, and physical 

therapy services to identified students.  All services are provided by licensed professionals.  The school is in 

compliance with all state and federal guidelines that pertain to these programs. 

 

The goal of Ozark Junior High School is to inspire all students to reach their maximum potential.  To reach this 

goal, all staff are committed to being lifelong learners and are always searching for new and innovative ways to 

improve academic performance of their students.  Professional development is an important part of working 

towards this goal.  All staff complete at least 60 hours of professional development in a wide variety of areas.   

 

Parental involvement is very important to a student’s school performance.  The school has two scheduled 

Parent/Teacher conferences each year.  Parents are encouraged to keep in regular contact with the school 

throughout the year using Edline (web based computer grading) and school messenger to keep updated about 

everything from important notices to attendance.  

 

Ozark High School 

 
Ozark High School has 38 full time teachers and support staff, and 410 students in grades 10-12 

 

Standardized Test Report: 

End of Course Literacy (juniors) was up 10 points from last year, and up 24% from 2 years ago.   83% juniors scored 

Proficient or Advanced.  The region average was 78%. The state average was 72%.    The Geometry EOC report was 75% 

Proficient or Advanced.  The region average was 81%  The state average was 74%.  Combined with the OJHS Geometry, 

we were at 84% which is well above the state average.   The average for the class before last year was 63%.  In Biology, 

OHS scored 62% Proficient or Advanced, well above the state average of 47%.  This was a jump of 31% over the 

previously tested class. 

 

OHS offers 7 Advanced Placement and Pre-AP Courses.  Through concurrent credit agreement with ATU-Ozark, our 

students can take several courses where they receive dual high school and college credit.  We offer College Algebra on 

campus, and for the first time offer College Composition 1 and 2 on campus, which is Freshman Composition English.  

Through a concurrent credit agreement with UAFS, several students attend Western Arkansas Technical College on the 

UAFS Campus, where students enroll in a variety of vocational type courses, and even earn an Associate’s Degree before 

they even graduate high school.  Needless to say, the money saved by having these offerings available is a great head start 

on college or post-secondary school. 

 

We have several extracurricular activities involving a large number of OHS students taking place right now.  We started 

the new “Trap Shooting” Club this past spring as well.  The cross country team has won multiple meets, the golf teams 

performed well, and the football team remains in the chase for a playoff berth.  The band and choir have made top notch 

showings at competitions as well. 

 

Preparing our students to be the leaders of tomorrow falls right in line with the OHS Mission Statement:  Every Student 

Learning, Every Day.  Of course, as always we also truly believe in the school acronym, HPRD, Hillbilly Pride Runs 

Deep! 

 

 


