
 

 

 

November 23, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As we are about to embark on the holiday season with Thanksgiving this week, I wanted to take the time to 

reach out to you and say “thank you.” The last nine months in education has been something that none of us 

could have anticipated. As educators, we have had to change the teaching and learning paradigm for both 

students and staff. As parents and guardians, you have had to expand your roles by becoming active directors 

in your children’s learning. I sincerely appreciate your support and patience during this unprecedented time 

and wish to express my gratitude. 

While I recognize that the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday poses a potential challenge as we try to limit our 

exposure to COVID-19 yet celebrate the holiday, I wish to remind you of the best practices that the state’s 

Department of Public Health has put forward so that all of us can remain safe and healthy. These are the 

following: 

1. Limit gathering size: Indoor gatherings at private residences are limited to 10 people, and outdoor 

gatherings at private residences are limited to 25 people. 
 

2. Individuals should stay within their household: For a lower-risk celebration, people should limit in-

person holiday gatherings to only people they live with, or limit the gathering to a small group of 

individuals with whom they are regularly in contact. 
 

3. Avoid travel: Anyone considering travel should review and abide by Massachusetts travel orders, and 

people who want to travel to another state that is not a lower-risk state should be aware of the 

quarantine requirements involved with such travel. 

Giving thanks at Thanksgiving has always been about family, friends, and good health. That has not changed 

and will not change, no matter the conditions we are experiencing, particularly this year. During this 

Thanksgiving, I hope that all of us will take the time to express why we are grateful, whether it be for the love 

of family, for good friends, or the food at our tables. As William Ward said, “Feeling grateful without expressing 

it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.” Finally, I wish you and your families a happy and safe 

Thanksgiving! 

With warmest wishes, 

 
Kristine E. Nash, Ed.D. 

Interim Superintendent of Schools 

Oxford Public Schools 
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