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FACTS FROM THE NATIONAL CENTER ON FAMILY 
HOMELESSNESS

A staggering 2.5 million students (ages 6 to 18) experienced homelessness. 42% of children in homeless 
families are under age six.  This represents 1 in every 30 children in the U.S.

On a single night in 2018, an estimated 180,413 people in families, including children, experienced 
homelessness.

Most students experiencing homelessness were doubling up with other families (75 percent), while others 
were in shelters (14 percent), hotels/motels (7 percent), or were unsheltered (4 percent).

By age twelve, 83% of homeless children had been exposed to at least one serious violent event.  

Homeless children are four times more likely to show delayed development.



MORE FACTS

30.1% of homeless children scored proficient scores on reading assessments.  24.7% of 
homeless scored proficient on math assessments.

Twice as likely to have learning disabilities as non-homeless children.

Children experiencing homelessness are sick four times more often than other children.

Children experiencing homelessness have three times the rate of emotional and behavioral problems 
compared to non-homeless children.

A youth who experiences homelessness is 87% more likely to drop out of school.



What is McKinney-Vento?

The McKinney-Vento Act is a federal law that seeks to ensure the 
enrollment, attendance, and success of homeless children and youth 
in school.  Originally passed in 1987.

Amended by Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in 2016 that 
strengthens and improves programs and the education of homeless 
students from early childhood through high school graduation

Works hand-in-hand with Title IA and other federal education 
programs.  Designed to address the challenges that homeless 
students face when enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school

This legislation ensures that children and youth experiencing 
homelessness have full and equal access to an appropriate public 
education and that they experience success in school. 



MAIN COMPONENTS OF REGULATIONS

Identification. School stability.
School 

enrollment.

Support for 
academic 
success.

Child-centered, 
best interest 

decision making.



THE DISTRICT’S GOAL

To ensure the educational 
rights and protections for 
children and youth who 

are experiencing 
homelessness.

To understand the 
McKinney-Vento Act and 
ensure that our District is 

in compliance.



WHO IS CONSIDERED 
HOMELESS?

Any child and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence are considered homeless for educational 

purposes.

• fixed– one that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to 

change

• regular– one which is used on a regular(i.e. nightly) basis

• adequate– one that is sufficient for meeting the physical and 

psychological needs typically met in home environments 

(electricity, running water, etc...)



LACK OF A FIXED, 
REGULAR, AND 
ADEQUATE 
NIGHTTIME 
RESIDENCE, 
INCLUDES 
CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH WHO ARE: 

Doubled up: Sharing the housing of friends or relatives due to 
the loss of housing, economic hardship or a similar reason

Unsheltered: Living in cars, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, camping grounds or 
similar settings due to the lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations. 

Sheltered: Student living in temporary shelters, such as homeless 
shelter, domestic violence shelters, transitional housing programs, 
motels, or hotels.

Unaccompanied Youth: Youth in homeless situations that are not 
in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.  



CAUSES OF HOMELESSNESS

• Lack of affordable housing or evictions.

• Poverty - low income/unemployment/lack of skills.

• Health problems - lack of health insurance, addiction disorders, or mental health.

• Natural and other disasters.

• Domestic abuse, neglect, and violence, family dysfunction (unaccompanied youth).

• Lack of safe & stable living environment

• Physical/sexual abuse by a parent or a guardian

• Parent or guardian alcohol/drug addiction



BARRIERS TO EDUCATION FOR
HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

• Stereotypes and lack of awareness.

• Under-identification.

• High mobility resulting in lack of school stability and educational continuity.

• Enrollment requirements (school records, health records, proof of residence, guardianship).

• Poor health, fatigue, hunger.

• Emotional trauma, depression, anxiety.

• Lack of transportation.

• Lack of school supplies, clothing, etc.



IMPACTS OF 
HOMELESSNESS
ON CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH

Higher incidences of acute and chronic illnesses, 
depression and anxiety.

Homelessness in early childhood is associated with poor 
classroom engagement and poor social skills in early 
elementary school. 

The achievement gaps between homeless and low-income 
elementary students tend to persist, and may even 
worsen, over time.

A youth who experiences homelessness is 87% more likely 
to drop out of school.



WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Determination of eligibility MUST 

be made on a case-by-case basis



POSSIBLE WAYS 
TO IDENTIFY A 
STUDENT 
EXPERIENCING 
HOMELESSNESS

Attendance at several schools 

More than one family at the same address 

Poor hygiene and grooming 

Inappropriate dress for the weather

Hunger and hoarding food 



MORE WAYS FOR IDENTIFICATION 

Sleeping in class
Backpacks stay 
extremely full 

Frequent or extended 
absences

Some common 
statements used by 

homeless 
students/families may 

include: 

"We've moved a lot." 
"We're staying with 

relatives/friends while 
looking for a place." 

"We're going through a 
bad time right now." 



ADDITIONAL 
SIGNS

Transportation and Attendance Problems (IE. Erratic attendance or 
tardiness)

Inability to contact parents

Lack of Continuity in Education

Enrollment at many different schools

Lack of records needed for enrollment (birth certificate, immunization 
records, etc.)

Gaps in skill development



CLASSROOM SIGNS THAT QUESTION HOMELESS 
POSSIBILITY

Wearing the 
same clothing for 

several days

Inability to 
shower or have 
clean clothing

Not Prepared 
for Class

Lack of basic 
school supplies

Incomplete 
homework or 

missing 
homework

Concern for 
safety of 

belongings

Inability to 
concentrate

Falling asleep in 
class

Frequent illnesses



WHAT DO WE PROVIDE AS A SCHOOL SYSTEM?

The law states 
school systems 

must coordinate or 
provide:

Transportation Free meals

Access to all
appropriate 
instructional 

supports/resources



HOMELESS CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT:

To remain in their 
school of origin until the 
end of the academic 
year that they are 
permanently housed.

School of origin: the school that 
the child/youth attended when 
permanently housed, or the 
school in which the child or youth 
was last enrolled.

To immediate 
enrollment, regardless 
of missing 
documentation, such as 
school records, medical 
records, proof of 
residence, etc.

To receive 
transportation to & from 
the school of origin via 
school bus/van.

To free lunch/breakfast 
through the school 
lunch program

To access ALL 
appropriate instructional 
support services-
including special 
education (if eligible).



WHAT TO DO 
IF YOU 
SUSPECT 
THAT A 
STUDENT IS 
HOMELESS?

●Keep information confidential

●Treat student/family with respect

●Notify the district McKinney-Vento 
homeless liaison



JUST REMEMBER…

• “What homeless children need most of all is a home. . . But while 

they are experiencing homelessness, what they need most is to remain 

in school.  School is one of the few stable, secure places in the lives 

of homeless children and youth – a place where they can acquire the 

skills they need to help them escape poverty.”



WE CAN HELP BREAK THE CYCLE OF POVERTY AND HOMELESSNESS…

IF WE CAN KEEP CHILDREN IN SCHOOL. 

McKinney-Vento Liaison:

Susan J. Henrichon, Ed. D.

Assistant Superintendent of Student Services & Special Education

shenrichon@oxps.org

(508)987-6050 x 3 

mailto:shenrichon@oxps.org

