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Welcome to the 2012 Teacher Conference, 
 
OUSD, in partnership with OEA, will hold the 2012 Teacher Conference on Saturday, April 21, 2012, 8:00 AM 
– 4:00 PM at Oakland Tech. We are looking forward to your participation and attendance. 
 
The 2012 OUSD Teacher Conference will bring together over 200 OUSD teachers to provide professional 
development, collegiality, and opportunities for experienced OUSD teachers to share their expertise and best 
practices in their content and/or grade level areas. There will also be opportunities to learn about district 
initiatives and allow teachers to provide input about improving teaching and learning in OUSD.  
 
How to Register: 
There will be a total of 3 workshop sessions. Please register for a total of 3 workshops – one for each session. 
Reference the full course list and the conference catalog to learn about the various workshops and presenters.  
Complete the attached registration form and submit via email, fax, or mail by Thursday, April 12th 4:00 
PM.  Indicate 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice workshops. 
 
Register early to sign up for your first choice workshops! Workshops will reach capacity and be filled on 
a first come, first serve basis.  
 
How do I submit my registration form?  
 
Email: Jack.Lowe@ousd.k12.ca.us 
or 
Fax: Margaret Dunlap/Talent Development Office – 510-452-2077 
or 
Mail: Margaret Dunlap, McClymonds, Talent Development Office, 2607 Myrtle Street, Oakland, CA 94607 
 
 
A confirmation email referencing your 3 workshops will be sent prior to the OUSD teacher conference.  
 
 
 
 

Please contact Margaret.Dunlap@ousd.k12.ca.us if you have any questions. 
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Session A Workshops 
  9:15 AM– 10:45 AM  

    
  

Designing a Differentiated Reader’s Workshop Based on Social Studies Standards 
(PD4882) 
2nd – 5th grade  
Room: 205 
Participants will experience the Gallery Walk introducing the social studies content, view a video of 2nd/3rd grade students 
participating in a gallery walk, and discuss student learning.  Presenters will share poems and other materials to build 
background knowledge and frontload academic vocabulary, and discuss how they were developed.  Participants will level 
several tiered reading passages, and assess the social studies and reading comprehension targets. Participants will work in 
groups to develop learning targets and sentence frames at various CELDT levels for use in their own classrooms. 
Presenters: Dale Rogers-Eilers and Anne Perrone, Manzanita SEED 
 

Dale Rogers-Eilers has been a classroom teacher for OUSD since 2004.  She taught 7th through 10th grades before 
joining OUSD, and since then has taught 2nd and 3rd grade.  Her current assignment at Manzanita SEED, a dual-
immersion elementary school, is a 2nd/3rd combination class for half of the school day, and a 3rd grade class for the 
other half.  Dale received her Bachelor’s Degree in Education from the University of the Pacific in 1999.  This year 
she became a National Board Certified Teacher, along with her colleague, Anne Banks Perrone.  Dale enjoys the 
close collaboration with Ms. Perrone as they design and implement engaging curriculum in all subject areas. 
 
Anne Banks Perrone has been a classroom teacher for OUSD since 2000.  She has taught Kindergarten through 3rd 
grade in both bilingual and sheltered classrooms.  Anne currently teaches 2nd grade in English and 2nd/3rd 
combination class in Spanish at Manzanita SEED, a dual- immersion school.  Anne received her BA in Music 
many years ago from UCLA, and had several different careers before she received her teaching credential from St. 
Mary’s College in Orinda in 1998. This year she became Nationally Certified, along with her colleague, Dale 
Rogers-Eilers.  Anne is thrilled to be working closely with Ms. Eilers this year at Manzanita SEED. Dale and Anne 
share students, ideas, and extension activities as they write curriculum designed to integrate language arts, social 
studies, and science standards. 

 

Developing Academic English Through Science (PD4883) 
K-5th grade  
Room: 202 
This session will model strategies to develop students' academic English, including activating prior knowledge, setting 
language objectives for the lessons, developing vocabulary in the context of hands-on science, and using oral discourse for 
language development and as a precursor to writing for understanding. This session will also present a variety of scaffolds 
to provide EL students access to the science content.           
Presenters: Brenda Tuohy, Think College Now and Elizabeth Woodward, Leadership, Curriculum and Instruction, 
Elementary Science Specialist 

Elizabeth Woodward has been teaching in Oakland for 15 years. She was a Resource Specialist at Westlake Middle 
School for 1 year, and then taught first, second, fourth, and fifth grade at Webster Academy and International 
Community School. She is currently working as an Elementary Science Specialist. 
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 Brenda Tuohy is a K-5 Science Prep Teacher at Think College Now elementary school.  Brenda studied Political 
Science and English Literature at UC Berkeley and then received her Multiple Subject teaching credential at Cal State 
Monterey Bay.  Brenda spent her first six years as a classroom teacher teaching self-contained fourth and fifth grade 
classes.  For the past three years, she has taught lab Science as prep. In addition, Brenda works part-time with the 
OUSD elementary science team developing and leading teacher professional development workshops. Brenda is 
particularly interested in instructional strategies that promote and facilitate student-led inquiry and also the impacts of 

outdoor education on urban youth. 
 
Using PowerPoint to Build Early Decoding and Reading Fluency Skills (PD4884) 
K-2nd grade and K-5th grade SPED 
Room: 206 
Learn how to quickly and easily create powerpoint slides which present students with sound-by-sound decoding practice, 
followed by a picture cue to indicate the whole word, with additional practice in reading words containing the targeted 
sound/spelling correspondence in sentences.  This dovetails with OCR and can also be used with other curricula.  These 
strategies can be used with the whole class, in small groups, or as independent practice.  Any additional time will be an 
open-ended resource exchange for early literacy development (sharing practices with others).  Bring your laptop if 
possible! 
Presenter: Sonia Thacher, Sequoia Elementary 

 
Sonia Thacher (BA: UC Berkeley, MA/Ed. Specialist, SF State) is a special education teacher with 9 
years of teaching experience in Oakland, ranging from an autism special day class to a predominantly 
general education kindergarten.  She currently coordinates the full inclusion program at Sequoia 
Elementary, where she provides intensive reading instruction to general and special education 
students both individually and in small groups.  
 
 

 
Math Circles as Equitable Engagement in Rich Mathematics (PD4885) 
3rd – 8th Grade 
Room: 210 
Walk into a classroom in which all students are enthusiastically engaged, where high-performing/low-
performing student distinctions do not match ethnicity, in fact where there is no way to distinguish high/low 
performing students.  Now imagine these students are all discussing and exploring mathematics questions posed 
by mathematicians!  This is what a math circle session at Skyline looks like, academically deep, and equitable. 
Math Circles is a math enrichment program where mathematicians and students get together to explore 
mathematics in a less formal context than the classroom.  This creates a wonderful opportunity for students to 
have positive and challenging experiences with mathematics and develop problem-solving strategies with math 
concepts that students are not likely to see in the current mathematics curriculum. Learn how to help your 
students experience authentic mathematics, discover problem-solving strategies, work in teams organically, and 
express mathematical reasoning. 
Presenter: Sage Moore, Skyline High School 
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Sage Moore came to Skyline High School seven years ago fresh out of the Mills credentialing program.  During the 
last 7 years she spent 2 years as department chair and 2 years leading and co-leading the WASC committee, and has 
served as a BTSA coach.  Outside of OUSD, Sage is significantly involved in several mathematics education groups, 
has presented at  CNC-North conference at Asilomar several times, and the Math and Social Justice conference this 
year.  After three years of professional development with the Bay Area Math Circle for Teachers, she began a math 

circle at Skyline High last Spring.  This year the Skyline Math Circle is fully funded by the Mathematical Science Research 
Institute. Sage is credentialed in secondary mathematics and computer technology.  She is currently completing her master's 
degree in Education at Mills College this year, holds numerous technical certifications, and has a degree in Formal Linguistics 
from the University of Victoria, Canada. 

 
 
Fostering Social-Emotional Literacy in the Classroom – Journal Learning (PD4886) 
K – 5th grade 
Room: 204 
Students come to school with complex personal lives and personal stories. Their personal stories have important 
implications for learning but they are often not addressed in the classroom. Journal Learning creates an intentional 
space for these stories to be told.  It helps children make the transition from home to school by providing them the 
opportunity to tell their stories through listening to music, drawing and writing in student created journals. 
Marijke Conklin will share how she has implemented JournaLearning in her classroom at Melrose Leadership 
Academy.  In this workshop teachers get an overview of JournaLearning.   They will also have “hands-on” 
experience as they go through the process of an in-class session.  Participants will make journals and create an 
entry.  
Presenters: Marijke Conklin, Melrose Leadership Academy and Arlene Shmaeff, Journal Learning 
 
 

 
Arlene Shmaeff, M.A., has been a classroom teacher, an arts resource teacher and most recently the 
Education Director for the Museum of Children’s Art in Oakland for 15 years.  She is currently doing 
workshops on Project Based Learning and she and a team of educators have developed 
JournaLearning: Fostering Social/Emotional Learning in the Classroom, which is being implemented 

in OUSD classrooms.   
 
 
 

 
Marijke Conklin teaches first grade Spanish dual immersion at Melrose Leadership Academy 
(MLA).  She received her bachelor´s degree in Latin American Studies from Barnard College and her 
master´s degree in Philosophy and Education from Teachers College, Columbia University.  Before 
joining MLA, Marijke taught at Bella Vista and Envision Academy.  This is her sixth year teaching in 
Oakland.  
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The Undervalued Discipline: Emotional Intelligence (PD4887) 
K-12th grade  
Room: 217 
Educators are charged to impart the principles of morality, truth, justice, patriotism, and a true comprehension of the 
rights, duties, and dignity of American citizenship. Teachers' beliefs and values about the children they teach are usually 
not identified as causal factors with student academic or behavioral outcomes. The goal of this workshop is to help 
teachers examine their teaching philosophy using “emotional intelligence” as a conceptual framework to empower 
students to take a critical look at their decision making. 
Presenter: Dr. Dewaina Hardee 

 
Dr. Dewaina Hardee, married for twenty-six years, home-schooled her four children who are now pursuing post-
secondary education.  Dr. Dewaina Hardee is the Dean of Students and Lead 5th grade teacher at Allendale 
elementary school. She has taught in urban elementary school settings for over ten years.  Dr. Hardee has 
consulted with schools in the areas of GATE Education, Character Education, instructional coaching, and 
supplementary education programs.  She has also collaborated with the Mills College and CSU East Bay Teacher 
Education Programs as a Master Teacher for new interns.  Dr. Hardee holds an Ed.D. in Educational 

Leadership, an Administrative Credential, a Master's degree in Educational Leadership, a B.A. degree in Anthropology / Sociology 
(all from Mills College), and a multiple-subjects teaching credential. 
 
 
 
National Board Certification – The Mitchell 20 (PD4888) 
K-12th grade 
Room: 201 
At Mitchell Elementary a group of teachers, inspired by the efforts of one of their colleagues, attempt to become 
Nationally Board Certified.  National Board Certification is the "gold standard" of teaching, where teachers undergo a 
rigorous and reflective evaluation process.  Many teachers claim that going for their NBCT status was the "best PD" they 
ever did. We'll watch the 90-minute film and follow up with break-out sessions about National Board Certification and 
other ideas for teacher-driven school reform that we might like to see happen at our schools.     
Presenter: Dave Orphal, Skyline High School   

 
Dave Orphal teaches Introduction to Education and Cyber High at Skyline High School. He is a 15-year veteran 
who has taught social studies and education in urban and rural schools; traditional and alternative schools; from 
8th to graduate school. In 1997, he won a Fulbright Teacher Scholarship to Japan and talked with teachers about 
the future of education.  In 2000, he took a year's leave to make documentary movies in Senegal, West Africa.  In 
the Fall of  2112, he will travel to Finland and Sweden to talk with educators in those countries.  In his free time, 
Dave serves as a veteran teacher leader for the Bay Area New Millennium Initiative, works with the California 

Teachers Association's Institute for Teaching, serves on the Teacher Advisory Boards for the Center for Teaching Quality and the 
Stuart Foundation.  You can follow his writings on educational reform and policy at TransformED 
(http://transformed.teachingquality.org/blogs/dave-orphal). 
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Fueling Learning through Student Websites and Blogs!  (PD4889) 
3rd-12th grade 
Room: 211 
This workshop will focus on interactive websites and blogs that can be used for differentiated instruction, classroom 
management, learning centers, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration and global connections.  Student websites 
and blogs can move learning to a creative and personalized experience where teachers can facilitate challenge based 
projects.  You will see student project examples as well as how this tool can vastly improve home/school connection.  We 
will be featuring Weebly (http://education.weebly.com/), a free class website tool. 
Presenters: Laurie Harmon, Montera Middle School and Leah Jensen, Leadership, Curriculum, and Instruction, 
Literacy Specialist, Technology 
 

Laurie Harmon is in her 2nd year of teaching as part of OUSD community. She is currently teaching 
Introduction to Computers at Montera Middle School. She earned her undergraduate degree in 
Business from Biola University.  In 2010, she received her Masters in Education with an Emphasis in 
Cross-Cultural Teaching.   
 
 

Leah Jensen has been a part of the OUSD community for 15 years.  She started her teaching career as a 4/5 combination teacher 
at Piedmont Avenue Elementary.  From there Leah developed, implemented and facilitated the Library Media 
program at Piedmont Avenue Elementary for grades K-5. Her next venture was working as a district level 
Instructional Technologist in collaboration with Tech Services and the district Librarian supporting K-12 OUSD 
students.  Leah is a member of CUE (Computer Using Educators) and ISTE (International Society of Technology 
in Education) for the last five years.  She earned her BA from Washington University in St. Louis, MO and her 
teaching credential from Holy Names University.  She is currently an Instructional Technology Specialist at LCI 
on the Literacy Team.  

 
 
One Click Away: Using Clickers as Formative Assessment (PD4890) 
3rd-12th   
Room: 203  
Learn how to use Clickers in your classroom!  This workshop will demonstrate how to use ‘clicker’ technology, similar to 
the Senteo system, as a formative assessment and engagement tool in the classroom. This presentation will show you the 
power of clickers and give participants an opportunity to explore their use in the classroom. In addition, participants will 
learn how to create a Donor’s Choose grant to request a set of clickers for use in their classroom. Please bring your laptop to 
this presentation to get as much out of it as possible. 
Presenters: Chuck Synder, Life Academy and Aimee Duquette, Elmhurst Community Prep 

 
Chuck Snyder has taught math for 5 years in OUSD, including Algebra, Advanced Algebra, Math Analysis 
and AP Calculus to students in grade 8-12.  He enjoys using new technology to improve instruction and 
keep his students engaged.  He has found that using a classroom response system, such as ‘clickers’ 
reduces his workload, provides immediate and accurate formative assessment, and increases engagement 
and accountability for his students.    
 
Aimee Duquette teaches 6th grade math/science core at Elmhurst Community Prep. 
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SESSION B Workshops 

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
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Session B Workshops 
11:00 AM – 12:30 PM  

    
 
Art, Literacy, and Visual Learning (PD4891) 
K-2nd grade/K-5th grade SPED 
Room: 216 
This workshop presents an integrated art lesson and sample art activities to promote literacy. Participants will 
learn effective visual and kinesthetic literacy techniques such as Open Ended Drawing, Hand made Art Journal 
and Collage to promote essential developmental skills: fine and gross motor skills, eye-hand-brain coordination 
and spatial relations. These components support “at risk” students reading and writing skills through a hands-on 
learning approach experience.  Participants will receive complete lesson packet and handout information on the 
synergy between art and literacy. 
Presenters: Pablo Melendi-Vazquez, Nuria Martinez and Maria de la Fuente, Esperanza and Brookfield 
Elementary 
 

Mr Melendi has been a member of the OUSD community since 2004. He has taught Kindergarten, First 
and 2nd grades at Verde Elementary (WCCUSD), Brookfield Elementary and Esperanza Elementary. He 
organized, together with Tammie Adams, the first Kindergarten Conference in OUSD. He belongs to 
OUSD Effective Teaching Task Force, he is a BTSA coach and he is the examiner of DELE exams 
(Diploma de Español como Lengua Extranjera) for “Instituto Cervantes” in San Francisco (Department of 
Education, Spain). Mr Melendi holds a Multiple Subject Credential, BCLAD and a Single Subject 

Credential in Spanish. He earned his MA in Linguistics from University of Oviedo in Spain and University of Saarland 
in Germany. He considers himself an English Learner and he speaks 5 languages.  Mr Melendi is currently a dual 
immersion Kindergarten teacher at Esperanza Elementary and he is also working on his National Board Certification. 

Nuria Martinez has been a part of the OUSD community for 12 years. She has taught Kindergarten, First 
and 2nd grades at Global Family and Brookfield Elementary, served as an interdisciplinary educator to 
design curriculum for the Champions of Humanity monument installed in Oakland. Nuria is a Multiple 
Subjects Bilingual Certified Teacher with focus on English Learners. She also holds a Single Subject 
Credential in Visual Arts and earned her MA from University of Zaragoza in Spain and her teaching 
credential from San Francisco State University. She is currently a Kindergarten teacher at Brookfield 

Elementary school teaching with an Arts integrated approach. 

Maria de la Fuente-Moreno holds a Bachelor Degree in Psychology with a Master’s Degree in Clinical 
Psychology earned at the Universidad Complutense of Madrid (Spain). She also has a Master’s Degree in 
Diversity in Education by the UNED University of Spain.   
Her background includes both the educational and clinical fields. For many years she has intertwined her 
love for the classroom with her clinical practice (focused on violence and personality disorders).It has been 

eight years since she started working for Oakland Unified School District, as an appointed bilingual teacher. She has 
taught both K and 1st grade in OUSD. At present, she is regarding the possibility of going back to school to earn her 
PhD in Educational Psychology through Stanford University. 
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Totally Curricular Paper Crafts, Dude (PD4892) 
3rd – 8th grade 
Room: 221 
It's time to up the engagement in your classroom!  In this workshop, you will have an opportunity to get crafty 
without losing the focus on instruction.  We will create several different kinds of books to record your students 
thoughts, use index cards to make different types of tessellations, balance mobiles, fold Origami, and more. 
Teachers will leave with samples of each type of creation and ideas about how to use these resources in their 
math classroom. Even the most craft-phobic are welcome. 
Presenter: Abby Paske, James Madison Middle School 

 
Abigail Paske has been a part of the OUSD community for 9 years. She has taught 6th through 8th grade 
math and science at Urban Promise Academy as well as high school physics, chemistry and earth science 
in East Side San Jose.  Abby is a National Board Certified Teacher in mathematics, but her crafting 
skills are entirely self taught.   She earned her BA from Pomona College in Claremont, CA (Chirp!) and 
her masters from Harvard. She is currently a math coach at James Madison Middle School.  
 

 
 
Intelligence: Student Self-Perception (PD4893) 
K-12th grade 
Room: 222 
In this workshop we will explore the origins of students’ perceptions of themselves, their abilities, and their 
goals.  Participants will start by examining their own beliefs about intelligence and identifying what curent 
research says about goal-setting and motivation as it relates to achievement in students.  Learn about specific 
strategies to use with students who are struggling with intrinsic motivation in relation to their schoolwork and 
create a plan for your classroom environment.   
Presenter: Helen Behr, Grass Valley Elementary School 

 
Helen Behr is in her third year teaching in OUSD. She earned her teaching credential from Mills 
College and is currently pursuing her Masters in Education with an Emphasis in Teaching.  Helen 
received her undergraduate degree from Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota in Psychology and 
Education. She is currently teaching 1st grade at Grass Valley Elementary School.   
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Using Technology to Increase Student Engagement – Laptop recommended! (PD4894) 
K-12th grade  
Room: 223 
This workshop will show you how to incorporate technology to increase student achievement, student 
engagement, and parent involvement.  You will learn how to use free technology in your classes and see 
examples of students work. You will also learn how Prezi, Voice Thread, and Blogger are tools that give 
students 21st century skills to achieve in career and college. Bring your laptop, learn and have fun! (Laptops will 
also be available for use during the workshop) 
Presenters: Rori Abernathy, Oakland High and Ann Kruze, LCI, Technology Specialist  
 

Rori Abernathy has been teaching math for 10 years. She has taught for 7 years at Oakland High. She is 
currently a math teacher for the OHS Environmental Science Academy. Prior to teaching high school, 
she taught 6th, 7th, and 8th grade math  for three years in East Oakland. Rori has a BA in Pure Math 
from the University of California at Berkeley. While at Cal, she lead a statistics workshop for the athletic 
department's study center (Go Bears!). She was also an undergraduate assistant for the PDP Calculus 
1A and 1B intensified sections. She worked with the Hands on Universe Program at Lawrence Berkeley 

National Laboratory, and obtained her teaching credential from California State University East Bay. Before teaching, 
Rori worked in finance at Barclays Global Investors in SF, CA (which has been acquired by Black Rock) and studied 
dance at the Ailey School in NY, NY. Currently she is the web designer/master for Oakland Education Association. 

 
Ann Kruze has been an educator for over 30 years, 20 in the classroom. Seven of those years 
were teaching in overseas classrooms.  She has an MA in Educational Technology. Oakland 
Unified has provided her the opportunity to explore how technology can support and enhance 
student learning and teacher practice. Outside of school, she has loved raising her two 
incredible daughters and exploring this wonderful state. 

 
 
The Opposite of Yelling – Classroom Management Strategies (PD4895) 
K- 5th grade 
ROOM: 218 
Acquire the language and other tools to facilitate your classroom management - specifically targeted for 
children of African-American descent. This workshop will explore data, readings and theories and also offer 
alternatives to tried but not true efforts that often result in feelings of inadequacy - on both sides of the big desk.   
Worksheets, interactive scenarios and a stimulating question and answer period will equip participants with 
options for use in your classroom.   
Presenter- Corigan Malloy, Lafayette Elementary 

 
Corigan Malloy has taught in OUSD for 5 years.  She taught a second and third grade loop for 4 years 
at A.S.C.E.N.D. Elementary, and currently teaches third grade at   Lafayette Elementary.   Her 
bachelor’s degree in Marketing was earned at Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY, and her Masters 
degree in Elementary Education is from Hunter College - also in New York. 
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Academic Literacy Skill Through Expository Text (PD4896) 
Keep it or Junk it! 
3rd – 8th Grade  
Room: 220 
 
This workshop on the settlement of Jamestown presents an interactive lesson which exemplifies how to 
integrate academic literacy strategies with content instruction.  Participants will interact with primary sources 
and text excerpts to gather evidence to answer an essential question.  Using a reading to writing strategy, “Keep 
it, or Junk it”, participants learn how to help their students organize evidence to build an historical argument.  
This lesson includes an interactive website, passenger lists from the various voyages, and maps.  Participants 
will receive a complete lesson packet including samples of student work. 
Presenters: Jennifer Brouhard, Glenview Elementary and Stan Pesick, LCI, Social Studies Specialist 

 
Jennifer Brouhard has been a part of the OUSD community for 14 years. She has taught both 4th and 
5th grade social studies and English/Language Arts at Glenview Elementary. She previously taught 
special education as both a resource specialist at Brookfield, Chabot, and Crocker and special day 
class humanities core teacher at King Middle School in Berkeley. She is currently a 5th grade teacher 
at Glenview. She has worked with the Teaching American Grant in Oakland and in Mt. Diablo. She 
has facilitated summer academic literacy institutes with UC Berkeley History Project. In 2009 she was 
awarded the Gilder Lehrman California history teacher of the year. She earned her BA from the 

University of California, Riverside, her MA from CSU East Bay, and her teaching credential from Holy Names.  
 
Stan Pesick is currently a History-Social Studies TSA for OUSD.   He co-directs, in collaboration with Mills 
College, the district’s ELA/History Collaborative focused on writing the argumentative essay.  He previously 
districted three Teaching American History grants awarded to OUSD.  He taught American History and 
American Government/Economics in the Oakland Unified School District from 1976-1994.  In 1997 he earned 
his doctorate in curriculum and teaching education from Stanford University.  While at Stanford he explored 
how the development of historical understanding supports, and is supported by, students ability to read and write 
expository text.  From 1996-2000 he taught "Curriculum and Instruction in Social Studies" to pre-service teachers at 
Stanford University. As a consultant for Bay Area Writing Project, Mr. Pesick has conducted professional development 
workshops for history teachers throughout the San Francisco Bay Area since 1988. 
 
 
Teacher Inquiry as Best Practice – Mills Scholars Panel (PD4897) 
K-12th Grade 
Room: Library 
This inquiry session, presented by Oakland teachers in partnership with Mills Teacher Scholars, will focus on 
sharing best practices learned through engaging in the inquiry process.  In this panel style presentation, 
presenters will share best practices that have been refined and strengthened through the inquiry process. 
Following each mini presentation, audience members will be able to ask clarifying questions about the inquiry 
process or the content area of the panelist's inquiry. The session will conclude with a discussion of how the 
dilemmas and questions of teacher practice can be explored through systematic inquiry. 
Panelists: Aijeron Simmons, New Highland | Benjie Achtenberg, Melrose Leadership | Marijke Conklin, Melrose 
Leadership | Channon Jackson, New Highland | Carrie Anderson, New Highland | and Lauren Kayed, RISE  
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Aija Simmons has been working in OUSD for 6 years as a 4th and 5th grade teacher. She received her 
teaching credential and Master’s degree from Mills College. She is currently teaching 5th grade at New 
Highland Academy, where she is also lead science teacher. She is also a Bay Area Writing Project teacher 
consultant and coordinator of teacher leadership with Mills Teacher Scholars. 
  

Benjie Achtenberg has been teaching in OUSD for four years.  He currently teaches 8th grade 
Humanities at Melrose Leadership Academy.  He earned his undergraduate degree in French and 
Francophone Studies from Macalester College in Saint Paul, Minnesota.  He received both his 
teaching credentials (Single Subject English, Social Studies and Introductory French) as well as his 
Masters’ degree in Education with and Emphasis in Teaching from Mills College here in Oakland.   

 

Marijke Conklin has been teaching in Oakland Unified School District for 5 years. She is currently 
teaching 1st grade in the dual immersion program at Melrose.  

 
 
Channon Jackson has been teaching in Oakland Unified for seven years, teaching both 4th and 5th 
grade.  She was a founding teacher at New Highland Academy where she has been teaching for six 
years. Channon received her B.A and credential from San Francisco State University, through 
LSITE (Liberal Studies Integrated Teacher Education Program) with an emphasis in Science. 
 

 
Carrie Anderson teaches 1st grade at New Highland Academy.  She earned her credential at Holy Names 
College.  She has taught in OUSD for 8 years, and has taught grades 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7. 
 
 
 
 

 
Lauren Kayed has been teaching in OUSD for fourteen years. She taught Kindergarten for several 
years at Manzanita Elementary and is currently teaching Kindergarten and first grade at RISE 
Community School.  Lauren earned her BA from Mills College and her teaching credential from UC 
Berkeley Extension.  
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Writing with Wikis: Using Technology to Support Writing (PD4898) 
3rd-5th grade 
Room: 219 
Wiki spaces provide a powerful tool to improve student fiction and expository writing.  A wiki gives students 
an opportunity to write and respond to each other's writing both in and outside of class. The wiki helps keep 
writing all in one place, and gives teachers a record of students' revisions.   
Presenters: David Braden and Ashley Bills, Bella Vista Elementary 

 
 
David Braden, a published poet, has taught at Bella Vista Elementary for over 15 years as a 2nd, 3rd and 
5th grade teacher. A Bay Area Writing Teacher Consultant, he  was a one-year district coach for the 
Writing Proficiency Project. He has a Master's Degree in Human Development and a B.A. in English 
Literature. 
 
 
 

 
Ashley Bills has taught at Bella Vista for 4 years as a third and fourth grade teacher in general 
education.  She is certified in GATE identification and differentiation.  She was trained in Oakland 
Teaching Fellows to serve students with mild to moderate special needs. 
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SESSION C Workshops 

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM 
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Session C Workshops 
1:30 PM – 3:00 PM 

 
  

Engage, Encourage, Empower -- Students and Families in OUSD (PD4899) 
K-12th grade 
Room: 210 
This African American Male Achievement (AAMA) workshop will highlight strategies to engage, encourage 
and ultimately empower African-American families in order to support academic and social/emotional success 
for our AAM students.   
Presenter: Brenden Anderson, Program Director, African American Male Achievement 
 

Brenden Anderson has been working in education and sports for over 20 years as a teacher, coach, 
trainer, administrator, program developer, and non-profit executive.  He taught in the Oakland School 
District from 1994 – 1999. Currently he is the Program Director for the African-American Male 
Achievement (AAMA) department in OUSD.  He is responsible for supporting the Executive Director in 
all operations, presentations and administration projects.   

 
Effective Teaching Task Force/Peer Assistance & Review (PAR) (PD4900) 
K-12th grade 
Room: 206 
The Task Force is in its 2nd year and is focusing on the development of an effective teaching framework.  Come 
and learn more about the framework and give your input. In addition, hear from Sue Scott about the expansion 
of PAR to support veteran teachers who want to work with a trained coach.  
Presenters: Nova Katz, Learning without Limits, Lisa Spielman, Manager of Talent Development Office and 
Sue Scott, PAR Joint Committee member and teacher at Joaquin Miller. 

  
Lisa Spielman is currently the Manager of Teacher Support, Development, and Retention in the Talent Development 
Office.  She taught and developed curriculum for high school English, social studies, and peer counseling classes for 
10 years.  While teaching she developed a passion for supporting new teachers and assisted with the re-structuring of 
the OUSD BTSA program in 2002.  She understands that teachers are at the center of the child's success and wants 
to ensure that they have the necessary supports to work with all children.  Two of Lisa's children attend Oakland 
Public Schools and another child will begin Kindergarten in the Fall. 

  
Nova Katz is currently in her 7th year of teaching, with this being her 2nd year in OUSD. She teaches 2nd grade 
at Learning Without Limits. She has previously taught in England, where she became a fully certified teacher, 
and started her career in South Central Los Angeles. She holds a Masters in Education and is currently in the 
process of earning her administration credential. This year she is a member of the OUSD 
Effective Teacher Task Force and serves as a BTSA coach.  
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Cultural Mosaic and the Melting Pot – Ethnic Studies Task Force  (PD4901) 
K-5th Grade  
Room: 202 
Participants will experience an interactive workshop and learn what culturally relevant pedagogy looks like in a 
classroom.  They will explore stereotypes and their affect on teaching and learning styles. Participants will 
brainstorm ideas and strategies that can motivate students to achieve success and raise test scores. Teachers will 
be given units, lesson plan ideas, and templates to take back to their classrooms to teach from a multicultural 
perspective!  
Presenter:  Eleanore Stovall, Fruitvale Elementary  

 
Eleanore Stovall has 16 years of teaching experience with OUSD.  Currently she teaches 3rd grade at 
Fruitvale Elementary where she is a member of the Instructional Lead Team and contributes to 
professional development.  Some of Eleanore’s professional development experiences include 
presenting to the Concerned Educators of Black Students, at the 56th Annual International Reading 
Convention, in Orlando, Florida: ‘Bridging the Gap:  From Learning to Read to Reading to Learn;’ 
she was also a panel member on the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) Video: ‘Preparing 
for the MSAT Test: ‘You Can Pass It.’  She is currently a BTSA coach and serves on the Ethnic Studies 

and Effective Teaching Task Forces.  Eleanore received her B.S. and teaching credential from Cal State East Bay, as 
well as a M.S. Ed. with a Reading Specialist Credential.  
 
 
 
Teaching Effectiveness Pilot (PD4902) 
K-12th grade 
Room: Library 
Do you think our evaluation system is flawed and in need of changes to serve students and teachers more 
effectively? Come see the pilot evaluation model that this team has been developing for their school sites as a 
part of their federal School Improvement Grant. We will outline the pilot that we have developed, engage 
participants in some of the essential questions about evaluation reform, and think together about the potential 
implications for our wider district. 
Presenters: Aaron Townsend, Coordinator, Office of School Transformation 
Stan Lake, 7th grade math, United for Success Academy 
Zac Blum, 7th grade history, United for Success Academy 
Elia Bustamante, Principal, United for Success Academy 
Jack Holzman, 7th grade math, Elmhurst Community Prep 
Mara Flores-Naumann, 7th grade ELA, Elmhurst Community Prep 
Laura Robell, Principal, Elmhurst Community Prep 
Maya Woods-Cadiz, Coordinator, Office of School Transformation 
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Coaching and Teacher Leadership (PD4903) 
K-12th grade 
Room: 205 
In this workshop, teachers will learn about the fundamentals of learning-focused conversations.  Participants 
will explore the differences between coaching and being a colleague.  They will observe a demonstration of 
what coaching skills look like in practice and have the opportunity to practice those coaching skills with a 
partner.  This will be a chance to experience being coached and coaching someone else on an authentic issue 
related to your teaching practice.  We hope to encourage teachers to become trained as coaches and support the 
professional learning at their school sites. 
Presenters: Young Whan Choi, Lead New Teacher Coach, Talent Development Office and Kimberly Young,  
Life Academy 

 
Young Whan Choi has worked at MetWest High School in OUSD for six years.  He helped design the 
Humanities curriculum for grades 9-10 and served on the school’s leadership team.  He served on the 
2010-2011 OUSD Teacher Effectiveness Task Force.  This year he is a Lead New Teacher Coach with 
BTSA and Intern Teacher Support in Talent Development Office.  He also plays a leadership role in the 
district Ethnic Studies Task Force and participates in the Civic Engagement Initiative.    
 
 
 
 
Kimberly Young has been teaching at Life Academy High School in OUSD for 7 years.  She earned her 
teaching credential in History/ Social Science and a Masters degree in Education from the STEP 
program at Stanford University.  Kimberly completed her undergraduate education at Cal majoring in 
Ethnic Studies.  She is currently teaching and coaching at Life    Academy High School in the 

Humanities, World Language and Science Departments.    
 
 
 
 

Social-Emotional Learning in the K-5 Context  (PD4904) 
Pre-K – 5th grade 
Room: 211 
This workshop will introduce teachers to the importance of teaching social-emotional learning at the elementary 
level.  Teachers will have an opportunity to share best practices around social emotional learning.  They will 
also read and discuss research around social emotional development and the value of teaching social emotional 
learning strategies.  Teachers will explore the link between social emotional learning and academic success.  
Finally, teachers will be introduced to some strategies for improving social emotional competence and self-
regulation in the classroom, including Brain Builders, the Second Step curriculum and Mindfulness. 
Presenters: Fay Ferency, Janise Erickson – Second STEP and Susan Killebrew, Peralta Elementary   

 
Fay has been a teacher and coach in the Bay Area since 2001. After many years as a primary grade 
classroom teacher, including as a founding teacher of Berkley Maynard Academy, Fay started coaching 
with Second Step and New Teacher Support in 2007.  Since then, she has continued classroom teaching 
in Oakland, both half-time and full time, while adding to her experience as a teacher trainer, mentor 
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and coach throughout OUSD.  Working with the school district on Second Step, Fay has become increasingly 
passionate about social-emotional learning and the impact it has on preventing violence for Oakland youth.  Currently, 
Fay is the Early Learning Second Step coach, serving and supporting all of the pre-schools and Head Starts in 
Oakland. 
 
Janise began her career in education as a Special Education teacher in the state of Michigan.  
Her dual majority in Special Education and Elementary Education from the University of 
Michigan prepared her well for her Resource Specialist and Special Day Class positions in 
California. She has over 15 years of experience in alternative education from special education to 
adult education, migrant education and Indian Education.  She specializes in at-risk populations.  
A Master’s Degree from the University of California, Riverside, in Curriculum and Instruction 
rounds out her credentials as a newest member of the Second Step Team in Oakland Unified. 
 

Susan Killebrew earned her Bachelors degrees in Psychology and Physiology from UC Berkeley in 1987. 
 After serving in the Peace Corps in Niger, West Africa from 1987 to 1990, she returned to the San 
Francisco Bay Area and entered the teaching credential program at San Francisco State University. 
 Since she had loved working in a multi-lingual environment during her Peace Corps duty, she decided to 
also study Spanish and received a Spanish bilingual teaching credential in 1992.  She began her teaching 
career in San Francisco Unified School District in a fourth- and fifth-grade bilingual classroom.  In 1997, 

she returned to UC Berkeley to earn a Masters degree in Math and Science education.  She began teaching at Peralta 
Elementary in 2004.  In addition to teaching Second Step, she also teaches weekly Spanish lessons to all of Peralta 
students in grades K-5.  She is a mother of three wonderful daughters, and is grateful for the way Second Step has 
helped her parenting, and parenting has helped her Second Step instruction.  Her daughters help her learn new 
Second Step skills all the time! 
 
OUSD Leadership Opportunities Panel  (PD4905) 
K-12th grade 
Room: Auditorium  
 
OUSD needs leaders who understand our district's context.  Through this panel, we hope to provide information 
on the OUSD leadership opportunities from a perspective of OUSD teachers who have become leaders in the 
district.  We will also have representatives from some of the local administration programs to provide 
information. 
Presenters: Anne Prozan, Leadership Specialist, Talent Development Office  
Kyla Johnson, Acting Associate Superintendent of Leadership, Curriculum, and Instruction 
Mary Hurley, Family School and Community Partnerships 
Stan Pesick, LCI 
Betty Olson Jones, OEA 
Kafi Payne, LCI 
Tina Tranzor, Assistant Principal, Montera 
Matin Abdel-Qawi, District Office 
 
 
Anne Prozan has been in education for over 25 years as an instructional aide, teacher, literacy 
coordinator, school reform coach, and principal coach.  She is currently a Leadership Specialist 
with the Talent Development Office. 
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Kafi Payne has worked in Oakland Unified School District for 12 years as a teacher, site administrator, 
BTSA Coach, and Central Office staff.  She currently serves as Coordinator of the BTSA Induction 
Program supporting general education and now special education teachers to clear their preliminary 
credential while participating in job-embedded professional development.   
 
 
 

Betty Olson-Jones grew up overseas, but has lived in Oakland for over 30 years. She began her 
teaching career at Allendale Year-Round School as a bilingual Spanish teacher, and then taught 4th 
and 5th grades at Sequoia Elementary. She counts the Bay Area Writing Project, the History-Social 
Science Project, and Tribes as the major influences on her teaching practice. After twelve years in the 
classroom she was elected President of the Oakland Education Association, and during her tenure has focused on 
advocating for the supports and conditions teachers and students need to be successful.   
 
 
Combining Social/Emotional Intelligence with Strength-Based Practices to Respond to 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and other Drugs  (PD4906) 
K-12th grade 
Room: 201 
The purpose of this workshop is to empower teachers to develop rapport with students of diverse emotional 
states for the intent of proactive engagement to prevent drug use.  Additionally, the signs of drug use and 
appropriate responses to children under the influence in the classroom will be discussed, incorporating the 
concepts of site drug policy responses. Using a combination of activities, video, and discussion, students will be 
introduced to Daniel Goleman's research on Social/Emotional Intelligence, Post Traumatic Stress and 
therapeutic classroom responses, the Social Attachment Styles, and Charlie Applestein's Strength-based 
practices to engage at-risk youth. The importance of one's own attitude and emotional well-being will be 
stressed with an accompanying 5 step change process for personal improvement. 
Presenter: Robert Dousa, Program Specialist-Health Education, Family, School & Community 
Partnerships Department 
 

Robert Dousa began working for OUSD in 2003 as a cessation counselor with the Tobacco Prevention 
Program. In 2006, he became supervisor of that program. In 2007 he was hired full time as a Program 
Specialist in Health Education. Robert trains and supervises 3 cessation counselors who see 1200 
students annually, coordinates Peer Education at 13 sites, coordinates service learning for advanced 
students recovering from substance abuse, is the district California Healthy Kids Administrator and 
conducts workshops on Strengths-Based responses locally and nationally.  
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Recruitment, Retention, and Working Conditions – Focus Group (PD4907) 
K-12th Grade 
Room: 217 
What support measures and working conditions are in place to retain effective and committed OUSD teachers? 
What do we know about the characteristics and attributes of effective teachers in OUSD? Join this forum to 
share your input and provide feedback about what OUSD can do to recruit and retain effective teachers. 
Presenter: Jeff Dillon, Recruitment Manager, Human Resources, OUSD 
 
 
Jeff Dillon worked in San Francisco for over 10 years providing gang prevention and intervention support in San 
Francisco. He worked with the African National Congress in South Africa and served as California student chair for 
the campaigns to defeat prop 209 and 227, two initiatives which tried to rid affirmative action and bilingual education. 
He taught 6 years at Street Academy High School before taking on the position of Recruitment Manager for OUSD.  
 
 
 

 

 


