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Report on First Term: 
Alhamdulillah, the first term for the 2012-13 school 
year has come to an end, and we are very grateful for 
the support received during that time.  To recap, here is 
a quick review  of our undertakings since last 
September:

Hajj Re-enactment Event
PAC arranged treats for the students and EID cards 
were sent home for the parents.

All Star Reading Program Re-launched
All Star Reading program re-launched: Reading 
coaches have been trained and they will start with 
the students this term insha Allah.

Used Uniform Sale:  
During December we held a used uniform sale.  
Items were sold for $5.00 each.  This sale was a 
success alhamdulillaah.  Special thanks to our 
members who helped with sorting and washing the 
uniforms.
The remaining uniforms will be sent to Syria as part 
of an ongoing used clothes donation drive.

Traffic Control Help During Dismissal: 
Our volunteers continue to help with the traffic and 
parking situation during the afternoon dismissal.  
Please cooperate with them and heed their 
directions.

Mocha Moms Program continues.  
(See “Mocha Moms” article for details.)

Help with the OGS Theatre Play:  
PAC’s members and volunteers were involved in the 
preparation and execution of the OGS Theatre Play. 
(See details in “Play” article.)

Looking Ahead:
We have some exciting programs and events planned 
for the new term insha Allah.  Here is a quick list:

Meet the OGS Directors Event
Insha Allah we plan to host a “Meet the Directors” 
event where the directors of the school will be 
available for a general question and answer session.  
We will announce the date for this event shortly.

Staff Appreciation Event  
Mark your calendars!  Insha Allah, our Staff 
Appreciation Event will be held on June 7th 2013 (a 
PD day).  This date was chosen as it would allow the 
staff to enjoy the “appreciation” and interact with 
parents without the normal school day bustle. 
UPDATES to follow.

Book Drive for Library
We’re organising a book drive to help re-stock the 
library.  If you have new or gently used books that 
are age and content appropriate, please drop them 
off at OGS during Literacy Week (to be held in the 
Spring).  We will sort and donate them to the library.

In collaboration with OGS and two of our parent 
volunteers, we have two other initiatives on horizon.  These 
are :

• OGS Lego Robotics Club, and 
• Youth Coaching Seminar (Girls club).  
Once we have the specifics worked out, we’ll announce 
more (insha Allah).

PAC: 
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PAC  VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES

by Shareeza Ally
PAC Member

• • •

Recently, OGS parent, sister Hatice, 
volunteered her time and expertise to 
the school and gathered a team of 
talented children to act out the "We 
Love Muhammad (saw)” play.

When sister Hatice requested help 
from PAC, many of our members and 
volunteers stepped forward to help.

Alhamdulillah, the play was a success. 
There were moments of frustration, 
but by the Grace of ALLAH (swt) the 
children and volunteers pulled 
together to make the play a successful 
event.

This play helped to show the beautiful 
diversity of Olive Grove School. The 
team of volunteers worked  cohesively 
together and were dedicated to the 
success of the play.

This event was a huge confidence 
booster for all of the children involved. 
PAC would like to thank those 
volunteers who took time to work 
with the students in the play as well 
as those volunteers 
who donated to the 
event.   

Inshaa ALLAH if you 
or your child enjoyed 
the play, we 
encourage you to 
show your support 
and share your 
thoughts about the 
play with the school.

PAC INVOLVEMENT IN OGS “WE LOVE 
MUHAMMAD (SAW)” PLAY

Above - building the props.
Below Left - Students in costume (picture by Zeina 
Awadallah).

Looking Ahead:
As indicated in our “Updates” section 
(page 1), the following programs and 
events are planned for this term:

Staff Appreciation Event
Meet the Directors Event
Book Collection Drive
Lego Robotics Club (tentative)
Girls Club/Coaching Sessions. 
(tentative)

We depend on your donations and 
volunteering to run these initiatives  
successfully.  Choose one or two (or 

all) and let us know how you will help! 
You will be rewarded in this world and 
in the world hereafter insha Allah.

To contribute, email us at: 
PAC@OLIVEGROVESCHOOL.ORG

Ongoing Programs:
Traffic Control: 
our dedicated volunteers have been 
doing a great job controlling traffic at 
dismissal time.  However, we are still 

looking for volunteers to fill each day 
of the week. 

All Star Reading: 
Even though this program is ready to 
get started, let us know if you’re still 
interested- we can always use the 
help.

mailto:PAC@OLIVEGROVESCHOOL.ORG
mailto:PAC@OLIVEGROVESCHOOL.ORG
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V O L U N T E E R I N G

MEMBER PROFILE
Name: 

Farzana Feza 

Post: 
Current Council Member

Reason why I’m involved in PAC: 
Even though I have been with the school for 
almost four years, this is my first year as a 

member of the Parents' Council. I definitely feel 
more involved with the school this year than I 

ever did before. 

Participation & Favorite Event(s): 
My first major project that I participated in as a 
member was the preparation of the Eid treats 

for the children. That was an awesome 
experience just knowing that I was involved in 

making Eid special for our kids.

Another one of the projects that we took over 
was the used uniform sale. It was a wonderful 
opportunity for parents to get their hands on 

some inexpensive replacements for the 
remainder of the school year.

I also volunteered as a traffic controller during 
home time which I feel is a huge necessity in 
order to ensure safety of our kids and avoid 

unnecessary delays.

However, the most intense yet fun venture was 
the school play which was an amazing display of 

the theatric talents of our kids,  MashaAllah.

Advice for Parents:
Overall it's been an active school year so far 

and PAC has definitely given me the 
opportunity to become a more involved 

parent, helping me to understand all that it 
takes to run a huge establishment as OGS.

As a first time PAC member, I would like to 
request all parents to make an extra effort to 
attend our monthly meetings so that you too 

can get an overview of the daily activities of the 
school and know how you can be a part of it.  
We are always in need of volunteers to come 

forward with their time as well as resources to 
help not only the school but the entire 

community.

by Ateeqa Butt
PAC Member & “Mocha Mom”

Mocha Moms is a monthly initiative by the Parent Advisory Council 
of OGS. It’s an open invitation for the moms/female guardians to sit 
together and have an open and frank discussion about anything they 
want from homework to kids’ social issues.  We encourage everyone 
to take advantage of this initiative and come join us for a cup of 
coffee/tea.  For your convenience, we’ve moved the venue to the 
MAC building - right next to the school. Sessions are from 9:30 to 
11:00am, usually the first Monday of every month. Children/babies 
are welcome! We have space for them to play around so moms can 
sit and relax :)

 In our last issue the moms discussed bullying. They also discussed 
how media is affecting our kids, and how they are becoming 
mentally matured at such young age.

Moms with young kids took tips from the moms with senior grade 
kids on how to prepare for the EQAO grade three testing.

MOCHA MOMS UPDATE

PAC Volunteers 
helping out with 
packing treats to 
be given out at the 
Hajj Re-enactment 
event.
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Quick Refresher on Using the 
Adjacent Parking Lot for Pick ups 

and Drop offs
• •

- Always show respect towards and 
follow the direction of the traffic 
control volunteers.

- Traffic flows in ONE direction only.  
(See flow indicated in picture). Please 
do not try to bypass the line by going 
in the opposite direction.

- You MUST park in one of the 
designated parking spaces.  You 
cannot stop in the pathway and block 
traffic.

- If you want to do a KISS and RIDE 
type drop off or pick up, please use 
the OGS driveway as teachers and 
volunteers are stationed there to help 
you with this.

BE A GOOD ROLE MODEL - SHOW 
YOUR CHILDREN YOU CAN FOLLOW 
THE RULES TOO!

Parking at 2270 Speakman Drive.


