
  

 Where has the time gone?  It is hard to 

believe that the end of 2013 is already   

upon us.  2013 has been a great year for 

us here in El Salvador!  A year full of       

blessings, hardships and new surprises.  

This year has been the busiest year for 

SMP yet, with over 30 mission teams    

working with us throughout 2013.  I am  

truly grateful for those teams that have 

worked with the Methodist Church in El 

Salvador long before my arrival and for 

those who are just beginning their               

relationships with us.  With your          

continued support and with God’s          

direction I know that we can continue to 

make huge differences in the social and 

spiritual lives of those we have the       

opportunity to work with.  As I reflect 

back on 2013 a couple of events come to 

the forefront that I would like to share.   

The first is the appointment of my wife    

Ellyn as a Global Ministries Missionary to 

El Salvador.  Many of you know that we 

have lived apart for the better part of 

three years as God called us into full time      
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

from Ahuachapan 



 

 

Mission Groups 

This is the list of churches that have worked with us since 

the May  
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missionary service.  It is a 

blessing to have our family 

whole again (including our dog 

Buddie) and living under one 

roof, in the same country.  

Thank you for all of your pray-

ers and words of encourage-

 

Raleigh Wesley NC 

FUMC Douglas GA 

VA Conference Pastors 

Western NC Conference 

Apex UMC Apex NC 

Reynolds UMC  VA 

Dalton GA 

Central UMC Radford VA 

Pleasant Green UMC Durham NC 

Great Bridge UMC Chesapeake VA 

Fairway District NC Conference 

Oxford UMC Oxford NC 

West Virginia Conference 

Salkehatchie SC Conference 

St. Andrews UMC Garner NC 

Trenholm Road UMC Columbia SC 

 



This was the second year Faith UMC 

came to work with us in El Salvador 

and after 15 years of working in     

Panama they are a well oiled medical 

machine.  Despite a their medicines 

being held up by customs for a day 

and a half the group was able to see 

919 patients while here.  The group 

worked in four locations throughout 

the week; Barrio Calvario,              

Ghetsimani, Los Horcones, and San 

Rafael II.   
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 Those of you how know me personally know that I am really bad at “keeping score”.  When put on 

the spot it is really difficult for me to rattle of how many of anything that we have done at any given 

time throughout the year.  However, because of the number of teams that we have hosted the last six 

months I am going to give it my best to summarize what we have accomplished rather than write a report 

on each of the 21 teams.  While each partnership is very special to us the typical newsletter layout would 

lend to a 10 plus page publication.  So in the interest of not sending out a novel, here is what mission 

teams in partnership with SMP and the Methodist Church in El Salvador have done since mid May. 

 

 4 Houses have been built for families (we will be building one more in December) 

  

7 Teams worked on church projects at El Shaddai in Ahuachapan and Vida Nueva in San 

 Salvador. The parsonage at El Shaddai is complete and the second floor has 

 been poured at Vida Nueva 

 

 7 Weeks of Bible School 

 

 3 Medical Teams with free exams and medicines serving hundreds of people 

 

 3 Eyeglass Clinics with free eye exams and eyeglasses 

  

6 Teams helped us finish the expansion on the Church’s Mission Residence. 

 With the 2 story expansion we are now able to host teams up to 30 people     

 comfortably.  Please consider housing you team in the mission residence for your 

 next El Salvador mission experience. 

 

 5 Teams distributed more than 500 bags of staple food items, visited and prayed 

 with families.  

 



This was the second year Faith UMC 

came to work with us in El Salvador 

and after 15 years of working in     

Panama they are a well oiled medical 

machine.  Despite a their medicines 

being held up by customs for a day 

and a half the group was able to see 

919 patients while here.  The group 

worked in four locations throughout 

the week; Barrio Calvario,              

Ghetsimani, Los Horcones, and San 

Rafael II.   

 

 

May through December Photos in Review 
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Ellyn will be working with all 13 Methodist churches to develop curriculum, beginning with 

Sunday School.    

The second is the development of a strong sense of team here in El Salvador.  I have always 

felt that Juan de Dios and I could count on both the construction workers and the office 

staff, but they have gone above and beyond this year.  Time and time again our team 

stepped up when needed to make sure the job got done.  God blesses each of us with 

particular gifts and God has certainly blessed this ministry with gifted people.  I feel very 

privileged to work alongside each one of our team and I look forward to continuing to build 

our ministry team. 

2014 is already gearing up to be another busy year for Volunteers in Mission.  While I am 

enjoying a few weeks of down time during the Advent season I am eagerly anticipating what 

God has planned for us just around the corner.  There is still plenty of room on our calendar 

for your mission team and there is still plenty of work to be done here with the Methodist 

Church.   

We would like to thank you for your prayers and support over the past year.  All of us would 

like to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Please continue to 

keep all of us and the ministry here in your thoughts and prayers.   

12 for 12 Campaign  

 

 In reading the bible we find the number 12 numerous times in both the old and new testaments.  The 

book of Genesis reveal that there were 12 sons of Jacob that made up 

the 12 tribes of Israel.  Jesus had 12 apostles.  In the book of Revela-

tion God has 12 gates guarded by 12 angles.  In following the Bible’s  di-

rection we would like to invite you to participate in our 12 for 12 fund-

raising campaign.  We are looking to individuals to partner with SMP to 

commit to donating $12 for the 12 months of the year.  This money will 

go to fund salary support for Brian and will ensure that the mission will 


