
Reflective Narrative

I am endorsed in both Special Education and Elementary Education. Because I have a dual 
endorsement I can work with atypical developing children with the knowledge and understanding of 
typical development and curriculum.

1. LEARNING (Expertise in the Endorsement Area)
Each Vermont educator is knowledgeable about the standards for his/her professional endorsement(s).  
Each educator continues to acquire new learning in the content of his/her endorsement(s) and reflects  
this new learning in professional practice.

My learning goal for the past seven years have been to further my knowledge about ways to structure a 
learning  environment to maximize student learning and to increase my knowledge about typical and 
atypical development.

I had the opportunity to attend TEACCH training. This program was developed to teach independence 
and competence for children with Autism by using schedules and a system to develop tasks. Parts of the 
program also work well with language delayed children who need structure and organizational skills to 
succeed in the classroom.  I have had the opportunity to use these programs but what has been more 
valuable to my learning is the modeling that I have been given by professionals who work with 
children with Autism on a more intensive basis.  Collaborating with colleagues has helped me develop 
schedules, materials and lessons and receive ongoing mentoring. 

I have been fortunate for the last 5 years to work weekly with Speech Therapist Patty Piotrowski. Every 
week I get a lesson on language development in children and then on ways to systematically encourage 
language development by teaching vocabulary, relationships, narrative, functional use and sentence 
building. I have developed tools, materials and knowledge that I use everyday with both typical and 
atypical developing children.

For the past 10 years our program has been integrating Essential Early Educators into community 
preschools. This has given me the opportunity to develop curriculum and influence the learning 
environment of all children. We have had a number of inservice training with our partner preschools to 
strengthen this collaboration. We have shared curriculums, schedules, music and behavior challenges. 
We have trained together to learn how to structure Math lessons, Science lessons, how to run a class 
meeting and how to observe children based on developmental milestones. These inservice programs 
have given me and the preschool teacher I work with a common language to create the best learning 
environment that we can for all children.

2. PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE (Methodology and Pedagogy)
Each Vermont educator continues to acquire knowledge in best practices in teaching and the learning 
process, so as to improve Learning Opportunities for all students.

My learning goals in this area have been to improve my knowledge of research based principles and 
processes underlying literacy instruction and to remain current about federal and state laws and 
procedures governing special education.



Helping children see themselves as authors and readers has always been important to me. These last 7 
years haven't changed my focus and my learning has validated my belief that all children are readers 
and writers, even at 3 and 4. In our preschool we have had journal writing for years. The children are 
very enthusiastic and competent about creating a story, “writing” a story and “re reading “stories that 
they have “written.” Workshops with Katie Wood Ray, books by her and others, seminars with Carol 
Owen and other teachers have all contributed to my understanding of how young writers learn. I have 
learned about new books to read, new words to say and I believe that I have successfully modeled these 
skills for the rest of the preschool staff. When children tell me they can't write and I tell them to 
“pretend” (as Katie Wood Ray or Matt Glover would) they just turn back to their papers and do it! I 
think that one phrase was the key to allowing children to imagine themselves as writers.

Special Ed laws and procedures are always changing. The biggest change has been the computer data 
base, Sped Doc. For me this has been an easy transition. I have always liked systems and computers 
and enjoy learning how to use them. I have taken some special ed law updates but the years that I don't, 
I learn changes in the laws from others that do. 

3. COLLEAGUESHIP
Each Vermont educator works collaboratively with colleagues at local, state, and/or national levels to 
improve student learning through implementation of national professional standards, Vermont’s 
Framework of Standards and Learning Opportunities, district goals, and school goals and/or action 
plans.

My goals in this area are to develop appropriate assessments and staff training and develop, implement 
and assess curriculum and lessons with co-teachers.

As our program has changed to form formal partnerships with community preschools we have had to 
show student growth. The State Department of Education has designated the Creative Curriculum 
Program as the assessment tool for children in partner programs. We used the Creative Curriculum for 
two years and then it became Creative Curriculum Gold. Both programs are tied into the Vermont 
Framework for Early Childhood. We have had training, along with our partners, in using these tools. 
The basis of these tools has been observation, reporting and then rating children. Having trained with 
our partner teachers we now use the same language when observing growth in children, based on sound 
developmental milestones. We use the milestones in the Gold program as the learning goals for lessons. 

4. ADVOCACY
Each Vermont educator works to improve the educational health of Vermont earners, and promotes  
fairness and equity for all students and members of the educational community. The educator engages  
the family and the community in partnerships to promote student learning.

My goals for advocacy were to work with parents to help them become active team members and to 
work with district staff to help create smooth transitions for children.

The nature of Early Childhood Education supports parents and teachers working together. When 
children are in the public school there can be a “school” barrier between parents and special educators. 
This barrier doesn't always exist when Early Childhood teachers are in the home. I have had one very 
unpleasant experience these last seven years. A parent had expectations for a summer program that was 
full of misunderstandings and caused personal conflicts, without the school network to support me. In 
other instances I have been able to work with families successfully. I worked with a family that had a 



child with Selective Mutism. Not only did I learn about this disability but I was able to be the liaison 
between the family and the school for evaluation and personnel training.

5. ACCOUNTABILITY
Each Vermont educator carries out professional responsibilities ethically. Each educator demonstrates  
professional growth over time in each of the Five Standards for Vermont Educators and in the  
competencies for his/her endorsement(s). This growth is documented through a professional portfolio 
that includes evidence of rigorous professional development, reflective practice,and adaptation of  
practice to improve student learning. In addition, a portion
of each educator’s IPDP and professional portfolio is connected to his/her school’s initiatives for  
improving student learning.

I have worked for better accountability by having good supervision and evaluation processes in place 
for the last 7 years.  I created goals that were measurable and attainable and each year I reviewed my 
progress toward these goals with either a peer or my supervisor. All my goals have been towards new 
learning such as Selective Mutism, working with Autistic Children or behavioral training. All my goals 
have been supported by my professional development as documented in my portfolio.

OESU doesn't have a school initiative plan but there is a mission and vision statement, to create 
lifelong learners. I believe that my work, particularly in the area of literacy has supported all children to 
become independent thinkers and problem solvers who see themselves as learners.


