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The purpose of this course was for teachers to develop ways to analyze levels of learning and 

plan effective, diagnostic remediation using structured language principles. I was expected to develop 

and deliver five lessons using structured language methods and practice administering these lessons 

with other course participants. Some of the structured language methods were learning appropriate 

sound-symbol correspondence, structural analysis of words, and knowing the basic syllable types at 

differing instructional levels. The course provided many curriculum resources that I could browse for 

developing effective daily lessons and longer scope and sequences. Some of these materials I was able 

to purchase with OESU grant funds. The course also had many reading requirements in which I was 

able to read current research articles  about ways to improve literacy instruction , particularly with 

students that have identified learning disabilities in the areas of reading and writing. 

Since taking the course I have been able to apply many of the strategies that I learned in the 

course to my daily teaching. For example, I am using the technique of graphing phonemes and 

graphemes to help my students better segment the sounds and syllables of words. I am also using many 

fluency strategies to understand when students are ready to move onto new phonological patterns. 

There are many curriculum resources that I was able to purchase for our school and use regularly with 

struggling students. These curriculums break down skills into guided practice, independent practice, 

and progress monitoring procedures which allows me to better track individual and small group 

proficiency. This course has also helped me gain a better understanding of which evaluative tests to 

administer to try and pinpoint what a particular learner is struggling with in the area of reading.  The 

most effective part of the this class was the opportunity to design actual lesson plans and role play 

using the plans. This course has strengthened my ability to identify, prescribe, and implement intensive 

literacy instruction for struggling decoders and encoders. 


