
Summer Literacy Institute:
Developing Curriculum for Writing Workshop Through Craft and Illustration (K-8)

Course Description:
Primary participants (grades K-2) will be focusing on Dr. Katie Wood Ray's latest contribution 

to the field of literacy as outlined in her newest publication In Pictures and in Words (Heinemann, June 
2010).

• Participating in in-depth text study
• Learning to read like a writer
• Noticing and naming the techniques authors and illustrators employ in their work
• Developing lessons of process: crafting, editing, revising and building stamina
• Immersing students in a genre to inform their writing
• Understanding the qualities of strong writing through the context of illustrations
• Paralleling authors' decisions about words and illustrators' decisions about pictures

Reflective Narrative:
I was first introduced to Dr. Katie Wood Ray's work on Friday, October 2, 2009 at Lyndon State 

College in Lyndonville, Vermont.  This was the day that completely transformed my writer's workshop 
for my kindergarteners at Thetford Elementary School.  I always looked at writing as a technical skill 
based lesson.  I now look at each child as a real author and illustrator with incredible abilities to be 
creative and innovative with their individual writing pieces. I was so impressed with her work (as were 
my colleagues) that I attended the Summer Literacy Institute at Lesley University in Cambridge, MA 
for a four day conference/course.  This course was specific to the craft of illustration in literature and 
teaching children how to use these crafts in their own illustrations. As a teacher, I have been able to 
enrich children with a multitude of new ways to look at picture books with a new lens from the 
illustrators world and to secondly help them discover in themselves that they to can incorporate these 
same crafts in their own work as illustrators.  It is a wow moment for all of us.  The best is how we all 
get to share and learn from one another. Some of the crafts that I brought back to share with my 
kindergarteners were: motion, color, half page, whole page, background, facial expressions, size and 
distance.  It is truly amazing when you point out these crafts in picture books, and take the time to talk 
about them, how the children then incorporate them into their own work.  They and I get very excited. 
I will continue to read Katie Wood Ray's books so that I can continue to enrich the writing program for 
students at Thetford Elementary School.

IPDP Evidence:
Reading Goal
Writing Goal
Standard 1:  Learning
Standard 2:  Professional Developmental
Standard 3:  Colleagueship
Standard 4:  Advocacy




