
 As we enter the month of February we conclude our second marking period. 
Report cards will be backpacked home on February 4th and students and their main 
supporters—parents and teachers reflect on the work that has been completed and 
the work that is to come. Many students will be proud of their accomplishments, 
some will be content with the grades earned and others might get the feeling of fail-
ure. 

 I would like to offer encouragement for each student no matter what group 
she/he is a part of. No matter what your grade, there is always room for improve-
ment! Parents, we encourage you to contact your child’s teacher to find out how you 

and your child’s teacher can work as a supportive team to help your child set attain-

able goals for the third quarter. Goal setting along with realistic steps that students 
can take with support from parents and teachers is a research based best practice that 
has been found to work to increase positive outcomes! It works equally well for stu-
dents who are failing bringing them up toward or to passing. In fact, there are plenty 
of examples that prove that we should be looking at FAILURE AS AN OPPORTU-
NITY or a starting point for growth! 

 I am attaching as example of a goal setting template (page 7) that students 
and parents can use as they prepare to set goals for the third marking period! You 
and your child can fill it out and send it back to your child’s teacher. Please take 

time to talk to your child about his or her report card and include your child in a goal 
setting conversation. After goals are set, frequent conversations with your child 
about how (s)he is doing will go a long way to ensure that (s)he attains his/her goal 
and experiences growth and success! 

A message from the Principal, Mrs. Marzeski 

WOLFPACK NEWS 
Important February 

Dates: 

Morning Program—M, 
W,F 

 

Beyond the Bell—Tues, 
Thurs. 

 

Feb. 4th—Report Cards 
backpacked home. 

 

Feb. 5th—BOE Meeting, 
6:30, M.S. 

 

Feb. 6th—Rich Charette 
Assembly 

 

Feb. 7th—Fulton County 
Music Festival 

 

Feb. 10th—PTO meeting 

 

Feb. 16th—20th—Winter 
Break 

 

Feb. 27th—Student of the 
Month 

 

Feb. 28th—Montgomery 

January Character Awards  
Ms. Bradford—Wyatt Law, Hannah Garren, Jordan Swick 
Mrs. Hazzard—Case Stowell, Rebecca Johnson 
Mrs. Gentile—Elliana Fox, Camren Hisert, Brooke Arduini 
Mrs. Heroth—Malaki Brown, Summer Trumbull, Bailey Fink 
Mrs. Mang—Chris Schmidtmann, Brooke Price, Kayden Christensen 
Mrs. Blanc—Abigail Stewart, Dominic Douglass, Neveah Blackwood 
Mrs. Eakin—Lily Johnson, Jade Gallt, Baler Stowell 
Ms. McNulty—Joseph Tinkler, Gracelynn Rice, Gavin Pratt 
Mrs. Null—Mikayla Thomas, Timothy Murray, Devan Sanders 
Mrs. Snell—Adara Nicolella, Hailey Hogan 
Mrs. Battisti—Sherri Dixon, Sydney Sova 
Mrs. Eggleston—Skila Frasier, Shayne Comstock, Carolyn Littrell 
Mrs. Brundage—Owen Feagles, Skylynn Sargeant, Kaylee Jones 
Mr. Heiser—Isabella Dittmer, Magdalena Pellerito, Liam Callahan-
Brittain 

Principal Awards 
Kian Schaffer—as Kian was walking back to 
class he saw a second grader running in the hall 
and he asked the student to walk. It was nice to 
see him try to get an older student to follow the 
rules. 
Bella Algerio—Walked nicely down the hall to 
the bus. 
Bailey Fink—Walked nicely down the hall to the 
bus. 
Gavin Pratt— Took it upon himself to clean up 
the cafeteria floor before leaving. 



Music Notes 
 
 Greetings from the Music Department!  As we all know, winter brings lots of snow and very cold weather. 
Not so great for keeping active…but what a GREAT opportunity for squeezing in some extra practice time!  

Please remind students to bring home their instruments and practice, practice, practice!  Spending time in front of 
the music stand keeps skills sharp, reinforces techniques learned in lessons, and prepares students for rehearsals.   
 
Just a few reminders for certain classes/grade levels: 
*3rd Graders- Please remember to bring home your recorders to practice (see above!) but also to bring them 
BACK to school on the appropriate day.       Ms. McNulty’s class has music on day 1 & Ms. Null’s class has mu-

sic on day 2.  Fantastic job so far! 
 
*4th Graders- Anyone interested in practicing or receiving extra help with ukuleles: there will be a sign-up sheet 
outside of the music room for certain days each week.  Rather than coordinate this as an after school activity, prac-
tice time will be held during recess once a week.  This will be totally OPTIONAL for students, but I would en-
courage everyone to sign up if they are interested!   
 
*Chorus Students- If you have a suggestion for our final tune for the May concert, please submit on a sheet of 
paper to Miss Esford’s mailbox before February vacation.   
  
*Attention All-County Students/Parents!  Please be on the lookout for more information going home, including 
permission slips!  Students must return their signed permission slips to Miss Esford ASAP.  We will be sure to 
include all information along with the slip, such as: concert date/time, ticket cost & purchasing instructions, lunch 
info, bus info, concert dress, etc.  As always, please feel free to email with any questions (kaitlin.esford@oesj.org 
or marge.curtis@oesj.org) . 
 

Have a Fantastic February! 
-Miss Curtis and Miss Esford 

Music Notes from Miss Esford & Miss Curtis 

 
3rd grade—Lilly Dittmer 
4th grade—Anderson Eggleston 
5th grade—Liam Callahan-Britain 
Mrs. Snell—David Doxtader  
(from December)       
Music— Jade Dygert 
P.E.—Maria Battisti 
Art— Colin Carpenter 

January Student of the Month 

Kids with Character 

Three fifth grade students at D.H. Robbins, 
Makayla Johnston, Haley Smith and Jaida Hul-
bert received the STARFISH award for organiz-
ing a Spirit Week to raise money for the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Students that participated 
in spirit week made a small donation each day 
that would be donated to the Heart Association. 
Their goal was to raise $250.00. The girls raised 
$259.77!!! All donations will be given to the 
Heart Association through Coach Cool and the 
Jump Rope 4 Heart. Nice job girls!!! 

mailto:kaitlin.esford@oesj.org
mailto:marge.curtis@oesj.org


A Message from Technology, Mrs. Shafer 
Many of our students have been asking me in Computer class how to access my 
website at home to continue learning with the great websites we have been utiliz-
ing in class.  My website can be found at http://sites.oesj.org/webpages/kshafer/
elementarycomputer.cfm.  All of the websites we have utilized in class to build our 
computer skills can be found there.  Grades PreK and K have been mastering 
mouse skills and typing their name, and they enjoy the games, “Bees and Honey”, 

“Build a House”, “Farm Find and Count”, “Mini Mouse”, “Name Game”, and 

“Pop the Bubbles”.  Our Kindergarten students have also enjoyed, “Alphabricks”, 

“Cake Game”, and “Keyboard Game” to work on their letters and sounds.  Our 
first grade students enjoy many of the same games as PreK and K, and are also 
starting to practice their keyboarding skills, just as grades two through four 
are.  Keyboarding games can be found at “Dance Mat Typing”, “Typing Factory”, 

“Typing Web”, and “Upbeat Typing Game”.  Other games can be found on my 
website that all students will enjoy such as “ABCYa”, “Starfall”, and seasonal 

games.  I hope you and your students enjoy continuing their computer learning at 
home!  

Beyond the Bell 
Students enrolled in the Beyond the Bell program will have classes on the following days: 
 
 February 13, 15. 20, 22, 27, 29 
 March 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 26, 31 
 April 2, 14, 16, 21, 23, 28, 30 
 May 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21 
 
 

BEYOND THE BELL 
 

Dear Beyond the Bell Families, 
 Welcome to DHR’s Beyond the Bell (BTB)! The BTB teachers will be providing academic support for 

children enrolled in this valuable program on Tuesdays and Thursday’s  from 3:15—4:15. Each BTB teacher 
will assist your child on working towards meeting grade level Common Core expectations. This includes 
strengthening their skills for number fluency (math facts), recognition of high-frequency words, improving 
reading fluency, developing skills and strategies to read and comprehend complex texts, building perseverance 
and problem solving skills when working on challenging tasks, and using technology to further develop their 
reading and math skills. 
 DHR looks forward to working with and helping your child on his/her academic journey in meeting the 
Common Core Learning Standards to achieve grade level benchmarks. Please feel free to contact the BTB 
teachers with any questions, concerns or suggestions that you may have at 568-7023. 

http://sites.oesj.org/webpages/kshafer/elementarycomputer.cfm
http://sites.oesj.org/webpages/kshafer/elementarycomputer.cfm


 

 

 

 

We’re bringing the acclaimed Active Parenting Now program directly to you! This workshop will show you effective ways to… 
Use non-violent discipline techniques that work. 
Improve communication with your children. 
Teach responsibility and other important values. 
Handle problems as they come up. 
Cope with difficult topics such as drugs, violence, and sex. 
Defuse power struggles with your children. 
Stimulate independence as your child grows older. 
Encourage your children to be their best! 

Do you ever wonder if there’s a better way to handle those daily parenting problems? Maybe your son dawdles around when-

ever it’s time to get dressed for school…your daughter is suddenly using disrespectful language…or the children seem to forget to do 
their chores and argue every minute of the day. Or maybe you’d like to prepare now for the upcoming teen years.  

You can become more successful at parenting – the most important job of your life – with Active Parenting Now, the ac-
claimed video and discussion program by parenting expert Dr. Michael Popkin. In six sessions, you will learn a proven approach to 
parenting that will lead to more harmony and happiness for you and your children. Since 1983 millions of families have learned the 
benefits of Active Parenting – now it’s your turn. 

This entertaining and informative program uses video, activities and discussion to show you ways to raise responsible, coop-
erative children who are able to resist negative peer pressure. You’ll leave each session energized and motivated to make changes in 

your own family’s daily routine that will lead to greater happiness in every room of the house (and the car, too!). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be sure to indicate when registering if child care is needed. 
This is a free program brought to you by Catholic Charities.  

You’re invited to attend “ACTIVE PARENTING NOW” 
For parents of children ages 5 to 12 

Date: Wednesday, Feb. 25th 

Time: 3:30 – 5:30 
Sponsored by: Catholic Charities 
Location: OESJ D.H. Robbins Elementary School 
To register, contact: Julie Taylor 
Phone: 568-7023 
Email: Julie.taylor@oesj.org 
Workshop Dates: 

February 25th 
March 4th 
March 11th 
March 18th 
March 25th 
April 1st 

mailto:Julie.taylor@oesj.org


The start of the cold and flu season is 
upon us. Flu viruses spread mainly 
from person to person through cough-
ing or sneezing of people infected with 
influenza. People may also become ill 
by touching objects with flu viruses on 
it and then touching their mouth or 
nose. Most healthy adults may be able 
to infect others beginning 1 day before 
symptoms develop and up to 5 days 
after becoming sick. That means that 
you may be able to pass on the flu to 
someone else before you know you 
are sick, as well as while you are 
sick. 
The cold and flu are both respiratory 
illnesses, but they are caused by differ-
ent types of viruses with different 
symptoms. Here is the difference be-
tween the cold and flu: 

A message from the Nurse, Mrs. Lape 

Signs/Symptoms Influenza Cold 

Symptom onset Abrupt Gradual 

Fever Usual; lasts 3-4 
days 

Rare 

Aches Usual; often 
severe 

Slight 

Chills Fairly common Uncommon 

Fatigue, weakness Usual Sometimes 

Sneezing Sometimes Common 

Stuffy Nose Sometimes Common 

Sore throat Sometimes Common 

Chest discomfort, 
cough 

Common; can 
be severe 

Mild to moder-
ate; hacking 
cough 

Headache Common Rare 

Each year, flu places a large 
burden on health and well being 
of children and families. An in-
fluenza vaccination is the best 
method for preventing flu and 
its potentially severe complica-
tions in children CDC recom-
mends that all children 6 
months and older get a flu vac-
cine. We appreciate your help in 
slowing the spread of the flu 
and other illness. 

February is National Dental Health Month 
 

On Friday, February 27th our students will celebrate their smiles. Montgomery County Public Health and 
the Rural Health Education Network will be providing a free dental health education program which will 
include a new toothbrush and toothpaste for each child. Attitudes and habits established at an early age are 
critical in maintaining good oral health throughout life. 
 
Help your child learn to follow the following steps to keep their teeth and smile clean and healthy: 
  BRUSH teeth at least twice a day, after breakfast and before bed, with a soft bristle  
  toothbrush at least 2 –3 minutes with a fluoride toothpaste. 
  FLOSS teeth every day at least once. 
  EAT Healthy Foods like fruit, vegetables and milk instead of candy and sugary drinks. 
  VISIT your DENTIST regularly. 
 

CELEBRATE SMILES!!! 
Take Care of Your Teeth….They are Meant To Last A Lifetime!!! 



Quotes of  the Month 

 

“Motivation is what gets you started.  Habit is what keeps you going.”  
 

 Jim Rohn     

 

“The body achieves what the mind believes.”  

Unknown  

Recipes for the Month 

Carrot Ginger Soup 

Ingredients:                                                                           

                                                                                                 

1 lb carrots, peeled and chopped 

2 T minced fresh ginger 

1 shallot, minced 

2 cups vegetable or chicken broth 

1/2 tsp salt 

1/4 tsp coriander 

1 T olive oil 

Thinly sliced green onions for topping 

Directions: 

Heat the olive oil over medium high heat. Add the minced shallot and sauté until tender, about five min-

utes. Add the ginger and sauté for another three-four minutes.  Add the chopped carrots, broth, corian-

der and salt and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to simmer and cook for 10-15 minutes until carrots are ten-

der. Carefully transfer to a blender and puree. Serve with thinly sliced green onions on top. 

Time:  30 minutes       Serves:  2 generously 

Brought to you by the Rural Health Education Network of  
Schoharie, Otsego, and Montgomery Counties  

 
Look for more from RHENSOM during national nutrition month in March! 



Name:___________________________   Grade: __________________ 
 

Student Goals Template 
 

My goals for the 3rd Quarter: 
 

___3rd Quarter  Date Goals Complete_________ Date Goals Reviewed_______ 
___4th Quarter  Date Goals Complete_________ Date Goals Reviewed_______ 
 
Student Goals by report card time. 
 
Current English and Language Arts Grade (includes reading, grammar, and spelling): __________ 
ELA Grade that I will achieve by Report Card time (end of Quarter): ______ 
 
Steps I will take to ensure that I attain my goal in this subject. Includes home and school. 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Current Math Grade: ________ 
Math Grade that I will achieve by Report Card Time (end of Quarter) _______ 
 
Steps I will take to ensure that I attain my goal in this subject. 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Current Science Grade:_____ 
Science Grade that I will achieve by Report Card time (end of Quarter): ______ 
 
Steps I will take to ensure that I attain my goal in this subject. 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Current Social Studies Grade:______ 
Social Studies Grade that I will achieve by Report Card time (end of Quarter)___ 
 
Steps I will take to ensure that I attain my goal in this subject. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I have checked or listed ideas for support that I will need from my parent(s) or guardian(s): 
___A quiet place to do my homework 
___A regularly scheduled time expected for me to do my homework 
___Check and sign my agenda book to ensure I have completed all of my homework 
___Support for making sure I put all my homework and my agenda book back into my book bag 
right   after it has all been completed. 
___Support for making sure that I take my book bag with me to school each day 
___Practice math facts 
___Read with me 
 
Additional parent/guardian supports that my parent(s) or guardian(s) and I agree on: 
________________________ 
________________________ 
________________________ 
 
________________________ 
Student Signature 
 
________________________ 
Teacher Signature 
 
________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
*ALL SIGNATURES SHOW THAT ALL PARTIES HAD INPUT AND AGREE TO UPHOLD 
THEIR PART(S) TOWARD GOAL ATTAINMENT 



 Students in grades 3-5 have been practicing their facts using 

XTRAMath on the IPADS. Some students have also used 

Xtramath on their computers at home.  Mrs. Parry would like to 

announce the students that have mastered their facts by answer-

ing all facts in less than 3 seconds. The following students have 

mastered Addition: Kyle Hall, Jesse Walrath, Margaret Christen-

sen, Max Kadric, Orion Pratt, Carolyn Littrell, Mannelly Escribano, Shayna 

Straney, Gavin Pratt, Kaylee Jones, and Colin Carpenter. The following stu-

dents have mastered Subtraction: Kyle Hall and Orion Pratt. Certificates 

were awarded at Student of the Month.  Congratulations! 

 

Students in D.H. Robbins have read 731 Accelerated Reader 

books and have taken AR quizzes. The students have 

earned 1,183 points so far this year. Mrs. Parry would like 

to announce the students that have reached a new point 

club. In grades 1 and 2 the point clubs start at 5 points. The following stu-

dents have 5 points: Liam Achzet, Bella Algerio, Malaki Brown, Bailey Fink, 

Jason Gilchrist, Syerra Ruffino-Mosher, EmmaJo Schmidtmann, and Sum-

mer Trumbull. The following students have 10 points: Andrew Barber, 

Mackenzie Barker, Maria Battisti, Blake Bergen, Liam Callahan-Brittain, 

Colin Carpenter, Margaret Christensen, Joseph Christman, Shayne Com-

stock, Owen Feagles, Skila Frasier, Zachary Grant, Kyle Hall, Jaida Hulbert, 

Jazmin Humphrey, Cadence Johnson, Makayla Johnston, Kaylee Jones, 

Paetyn Logan-Dillenbeck, Kendra Mathis, Magdalena Pellerito, Emilie Peter-

sen, Orion Pratt, Paul Rice, Mikaila Robarge, Sayge Ruffino-Mosher, Chloe 

Scanlon, Tavia Schaffer, Rebekah Semple, Cayden Shaut, Jordan Simzer, 

Abigail Smith, Haley Smith, Andrew Snell, Shayna Straney, Kirsten Swartz, 

and Jacob Walrath. Four students have reached the 25 point mark: Jade Dy-

gert, Max Kadric, Carolyn Littrell, and Jesse Walrath. The student with our 

highest point total is Isabella Dittmer with 175 points. Prizes were awarded 

during the Student of the Month Assemblies. 

Mrs. Parry challenged the students in each class to compete with the other 

classes. Students in grades 1 and 2 tried to read as many AR books as they 

could and students in grades 3-5 tried to earn as many AR points as they 

could. In the month of November, Mrs. Heroth’s 1st grade class, Mrs. 

Eggleston’s 4th grade and Mrs. Brundage’s 5th grade class won prizes. In the 

month of December, Mrs. Heroth’s class and Mr. Heiser’s class won an extra 

computer class. Congratulations!! 



Students in Mrs. Brundage’s fifth grade class spent the beginning 

of 2015 creating a New Year’s resolution.  After brainstorming 

different ideas, the students were encouraged to challenge them-
selves to create a plan to make this year the best it can be both 
personally and scholastically.  Each student wrote promises of 
how they would work to attain their goals of improving them-
selves as a citizen in and out of school.      








