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August 1, 2016 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to Northwest Model United Nations – Seattle (NWMUN-Seattle) 2016 and the General Assembly 

Plenary. The General Assembly Plenary committee staff, consisting of Director Cyril Philip, Assistant Director 

Andrea Jacoby, and Chair Sarah Brenden, looks forward to working with you at NWMUN-Seattle 2016 and this 

session of the General Assembly Plenary. We would also like to thank Sarmat Chowdhury for his contributions to 

this background guide. 

Our entire staff is excited to work with you this coming November. We appreciate the hard work, research, and 

commitment you have undertaken in preparation for this conference! We are pleased to present the final background 

guide. 

The topics for the committee are as follows: 

I. Human Rights in the Administration of Justice 

II. Promotion of New and Renewable Sources of Energy 

 

The General Assembly Plenary will also simulate the elections of non-permanent members of the Security Council. 

Information regarding this process has been included in the background guide. 

 

Every participating delegate is required to submit a position paper prior to attending the conference. We have laid 

out expectations regarding content, structure, and formatting on our website. Adhering to these guidelines helps 

ensure a well-prepared committee and an excellent conference experience. Position papers are also a key competent 

of the awards process. 

The deadline to submit position papers is Tuesday, 1 November 2016 at 11:59pm (Pacific Standard Time). 

Please refer to our website for details regarding the submission process. 

We wish each of you the best as you prepare for the conference and this committee. We urge you to explore beyond 

the background guide as you learn more about the Member State you will represent and the topics we will discuss. 

Please do not hesitate to direct any questions or concerns towards your Director or the Director-General. We look 

forward to meeting you at the conference and best of luck! 

Sincerely, 

Cyril Philip Andrea Jacoby Sarah Brenden Dominika Ziemczonek 

Director, 

General Assembly Plenary 

ga.seattle@nwmun.org 

Assistant Director, 

General Assembly Plenary 

ga.seattle@nwmun.org 

Chair, 

General Assembly Plenary 

ga.seattle@nwmun.org 

Director-General 

NWMUN-Seattle 2015 

dg.seattle@nwmun.org 

 

 

  

Cover Photo by UN Photo/Cia Pak 

http://seattle2015.nwmun.org/conference-information/delegate-preparation
http://seattle2015.nwmun.org/conference-information/delegate-preparation
mailto:ga.seattle@nwmun.org
mailto:ga.seattle@nwmun.org
mailto:ga.seattle@nwmun.org
mailto:dg.seattle@nwmun.org
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The General Assembly Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2016 

The NWMUN-Seattle Secretariat strives each year to create an accurate simulation for our delegates. We have 

developed additional ways for delegates to interact within the simulation, including enabling delegates to take 

multiple forms of action on an issue, including but not limited to adopting resolutions. This section aims to provide 

additional, specific information for the General Assembly Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2016.  

Briefings 

While discussing a topic, General Assembly delegates are able to receive briefings from representatives of relevant 

member states or UN subject matter experts. The specific thematic experts available will be announced on the 

NWMUN-Seattle website, as well as the beginning of the conference. 

Mandate 

The mandate of the General Assembly Plenary is:  

The General Assembly may discuss any questions or any matters within the scope of the [UN] Charter or relating to 

the powers and functions of any organs provided for in the present Charter, and […] may make recommendations to 

the Members of the United Nations or to the Security Council or to both on any such questions or matters.  

Selected Functions & Powers 

 To recommend to the Security Council or UN Member States actions that would help achieve the principles 

of the United Nations with regard to “disarmament and the regulation of armaments”;  

 To discuss any “questions relating to the maintenance of international peace and security” referred to the 

Assembly by the Security Council and/or individual State;  

 To recommend to the Security Council the consideration of any situations “which are likely to endanger 

international peace and security”;  

 To promote “the progressive development of international law and its codification”;  

 To promote “international co-operation in the economic, social, cultural, educational, and health fields”. 

Outcome Documents 

When taking action, the General Assembly Plenary may adopt resolutions. General Assembly Plenary resolutions 

are non-binding, but are recommendations to the Economic and Social Council, Security Council, or other 

international organizations or United Nations entities that may encourage those latter bodies to take action as well. 

Additionally, the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly carry considerable weight behind them, as the 

Assembly represents the entirety of the membership of the United Nations, and the assessments of the General 

Assembly Plenary are therefore “world opinion.” Additionally, the General Assembly Plenary conducts elections to 

choose which UN Member States are also to serve in the non-permanent seats on the Security Council and other 

committees; they also elect the Secretary-General of the UN on the recommendation of the Security Council.  

Rules of Procedure 

The General Assembly Plenary will use the standard NWMUN rules of procedure, available on our website under 

“Delegate Preparation” as well as in printed form at the conference.  

Members of the General Assembly Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2016 

The General Assembly Plenary will include all Member States of the United Nations, as well as two observer 

delegations, the delegations of the Holy See and Palestine. The General Assembly Plenary’s membership will reflect 

the current membership of the United Nations at the time of the conference, and should any prospective member 

achieve UN membership prior to NWMUN-Seattle 2015, the General Assembly Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2016 

will include these new members with full membership and voting rights.  
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Committee Overview 

Introduction  

The United Nations (UN) was created in the shadow of the atrocities committed in World War II and with the failed 

League of Nations.1 As articulated in Articles 9-22 of the Charter of the United Nations (1945), the UN General 

Assembly (GA) is the largest of six principle organs of the UN.2 The significance of the GA lies in its inclusivity, 

with more than 200 Member States and Observing bodies combined.3 By providing a single equal vote to each of the 

193 Member States, the GA is revolutionary in terms of its inclusiveness as a forum for international diplomacy and 

an important contributor to global policy. 4     

The GA has the authority to discuss a broad range of issues, including poverty reduction, education, global health, 

economic development, climate change, human rights, disarmament, terrorism, piracy, and human trafficking.5 The 

GA is a normative impact on international relations by setting global policy recommendations on major international 

issues facing every Member State, making it an example of diplomacy and a force for change.6 

There have been some particularly important sessions of the GA that resulted in policy in particular areas or ways. 

The creation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) through the adoption of the United Nations Millennium 

Declaration (A/RES/55/2) in 2000 initiated a new framework for development by setting targets to deal with a 

variety of development issues including, the eradication of poverty, universal primary education, gender equality, 

the reduction of child mortality, improving maternal health, combatting global diseases, and environmental 

sustainability7 The MDGs were an innovative approach in making normative goals centered on improving 

conditions on a global level; they were enhanced and redefined in the creation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).8 Established in 2015 through GA resolution 70/1, the Agenda for Sustainable Development seeks to 

create a comprehensive plan to improve global living standards and environmental protection through 17 goals and 

over 100 targets.9 

History 

On June 1945, in San Francisco a gathering of representatives from 50 Member States signed the Charter of the 

United Nations (1945), which established an international organization to uphold peace and protect humanity in the 

wake of World War II.10 The first meeting of the GA comprised of 51 Member States (Poland joined after the 

signing of the Charter) and took place on June 1946, at Westminster Central Hall in London England.11 The third 

session of the GA was the first to take place in the UN Headquarters in New York City, where meetings are held to 

this day.12 While the Security Council (SC) was viewed as the more powerful organ as the primary guarantor of 

international peace and security, the GA was created to provide a voice to all Member States not heard in the SC on 

issues of peace, security, and other relevant topics such as economic policy, social development, and humanitarian 

                                                           
1 History.com, The United Nations Is Born, 2015, http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-united-nations-is-born  
2 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter IV. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html; 

United Nations, Main Organs. http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html 
3 United Nations, History of the United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/ 
4 United Nations, What are Member States? 2016. http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml   
5 UN General Assembly, Preliminary list of items to be included in the provisional agenda of the seventy-first regular session of the 

General Assembly (A/RES/71/50), 2016. http://undocs.org/A/71/50  
6 United Nations, Functions and powers of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml 
7 Millennium Project, About the MDGs, 2002. http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/goals/ 

 UN General Assembly, United Nations Millennium Declaration (A/RES/55/2), 2000. http://undocs.org/A/RES/55/2 
8 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, (A/RES/70/1), 2015. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1&Lang=E 
9 Ibid.  
10 United Nations, History of the United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/  
11 History.com, First Meeting of the United Nations. http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-meeting-of-the-united-nations  
12 United Nations, Fact Sheet: History of United Nations Headquarters, 2013. 

http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/visitors/shared/documents/pdfs/FS_UN%20Headquarters_History_English_Feb%202013

.pdf  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-united-nations-is-born
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/50
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/goals/
http://undocs.org/A/RES/55/2
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-meeting-of-the-united-nations
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/visitors/shared/documents/pdfs/FS_UN%20Headquarters_History_English_Feb%202013.pdf
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/visitors/shared/documents/pdfs/FS_UN%20Headquarters_History_English_Feb%202013.pdf
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affairs.13 The first resolution of the GA titled “Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems Raised be 

the Discovery of Atomic Energy” (A/RES/1/1), addressed the challenges facing the growing discoveries in atomic 

energy. 14 The legacy of the first resolution has continued focus on peacebuilding and technological innovation.15 

The GA has adopted hundreds of resolutions and created several subsidiary bodies focusing on a specific thematic 

to support the work of the UN.16  

Structure and Organization  

The GA encompasses a Plenary committee which has the ability to discuss any topic on its agenda, and is the 

body in which all draft resolutions are ultimately considered and adopted. The regular work of the GA, 

however, is carried out within the six Main Committees, which are subsidiary to the Plenary committee, each 

with a different focus.17  

The six Main Committees are:  

 Disarmament and International Security Committee (First Committee)18 

 Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee)19 

 Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Committee)20 

 Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee)21 

 Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee)22 

 Legal Committee (Sixth Committee)23 

Beyond the six committees, the GA oversees a number of other boards, commissions, sub-committees, assemblies, 

councils, panels, and working groups, all tasked for various purposes to help fulfill the mandate of the GA.24 Some 

of these subsidiary bodies meet in annual sessions under GA mandate, such as the UN Environment Program 

(UNEP), while others are permanent institutions, such as the UN Board of Auditors.25 Several bodies, such as Ad 

Hoc committees, are created to meet only once on specific topics, as needed by the GA.26 There is an oversight 

bureau for every session which consists of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons, and a Rapporteur who are tasked with 

the operational oversight of the session.27 The bureau uses a regional and annual rotation, with the Chairperson from 

a new region, the Rapporteur from the region that held the chair the previous year, and the Vice-Chairpersons from 

the remaining regions.28 All officers are elected on a basis of equitable geographic distribution, experience, and 

personal competence.29 

                                                           
13 Mingst, United Nations (UN), http://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations; 

 Kuziekmo & Werker, How Much Is a Seat on the Security Council Worth? Foreign Aid and Bribery at the United Nations, 2006. 

http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Publication%20Files/06-029.pdf  
14 UN General Assembly, Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems Raised be the Discovery of Atomic Energy 

(A/RES/1/1), 1946. http://undocs.org/A/RES/1(I)  
15 United Nations, General Assembly Hears Calls to Maximize Potential of Peacebuilding Commission, 2015. 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11634.doc.htm  
16 United Nations, Main Committees. http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/index.shtml 
17 Ibid. 
18 UN, General Assembly of the United Nations: Disarmament and International Security. http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/index.shtml 
19 UN, General Assembly of the United Nations: Economic and Financial. http://www.un.org/en/ga/second/index.shtml 
20 UN, General Assembly of the United Nations: Social, Humanitarian & Cultural. http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml 
21 UN, General Assembly of the United Nations: Special Political and Decolonization. http://www.un.org/en/ga/fourth/index.shtml 
22 UN, General Assembly of the United Nations: Administrative and Budgetary. http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/index.shtml 
23 UN, General Assembly of the United Nations: Legal. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/index.shtml 
24 United Nations, Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/subsidiary/  
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 UN General Assembly, Seventieth Session: Bureau, 2016. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml 
28 United Nations, Frequently Asked Questions. http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1 
29 Ibid. 

http://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations
http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Publication%20Files/06-029.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/1(I
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11634.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/second/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/fourth/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/subsidiary/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1
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While the SC is the first body to decide upon the membership of a new Member State, the GA must also give 

approval for new Member States’ admittance to the United Nations.30 Currently, the body is comprised of 193 

Member States with two observing Non-Member States - the Holy See and the State of Palestine - and many other 

entities and organizations that are permitted through the invitation of the Secretariat.31 Organizations outside the UN 

framework that participate in the work of the GA include regional groups, such as the European Union; topical 

groups, such as the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria; and Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs), such as the International Committee of the Red Cross.32 While Observers are not permitted to vote on 

substantive matters, they can take part in the discussions of the body and can observe the voting procedures.33 

Observers are valued for the expertise and regional knowledge they contribute to discussions on a variety of subjects 

central to the GA.34 

The Secretariat for the GA consists of the Under-Secretary-General for the GA and Conference Management, 

representatives from the GA and ECOSOC Affairs Division, the GA Affairs Branch, and the Documents Planning 

Unit.35 The duties of the Secretariat as outlined in the Charter of the United Nations (1945) under article 47 

include: receiving, translating, printing, archiving, and distributing all documents, reports and resolutions of the GA 

and its subsidiary bodies, and “performing all other work which the Assembly may require.”36 Additionally, the 

Secretary General writes an annual Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization and presents it 

to the Committee at the beginning of the proceeding session.37  

The GA holds annual sessions that begin every September and conclude around July every year with preset agendas 

that may evolve throughout the year.38 In addition to the annual sessions the GA can hold special sessions and 

emergency sessions to deal with certain international events or crises.39 Special Sessions can be held at the request 

of the Secretary-General or the SC, or through a vote of a simple majority of the Member States.40 The last special 

session was held in April of 2016 on the World Drug Problem in conjunction with the Committee on Narcotic Drugs 

(CND).41 The session was tasked with evaluating the progress of the 2009 Declaration and Plan of Action on 

International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem.42 The 

GA can also call for Emergency Special Sessions with support from a majority of GA Member States or at the 

request of at least seven SC Member States in order to maintain peace and security when the SC is unable to reach 

consensus, particularly in times of deadlock between permanent members.43 The last Emergency Special Session 

took place in 1997 with regards to illegal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusalem.44 

                                                           
30 United Nations, What are Member States?. http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml  
31 UN General Assembly, List of non-Member States, entities and organizations having received a standing invitation to participate as 

observers in the sessions and the work of the General Assembly (A/INF/70/5), 2016. http://undocs.org/A/INF/70/5  
32 UN General Assembly, Participation of the European Union in the work of the United Nations (A/RES/65/276), 2011. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/65/276; 

  UN General Assembly, Observer status for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in the General Assembly, 

(A/RES/64/122), 2010. http://undocs.org/A/RES/64/122;  

UN General Assembly, Observer Status for the International Committee of the Red Cross, (A/RES/45/6), 1990. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/45/6  
33 United Nations, Observers. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/observers.shtml  
34 UN Department of Public Information, Sixth Committee considers requests by organizations for General Assembly Observer Status, 

concludes discussion of diplomatic protection (GA/L/3205), 27 September 2002. 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2002/GAL3205.doc.htm  
35 United Nations, General Assembly Secretariat. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/secretariat.shtml  
36 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter VII. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html;   

UN General Assembly, Rules of Procedure. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml  
37 UN General Assembly, Rules of Procedure. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml 
38 United Nations, Schedule of General Assembly plenary and related meetings: 70th Session, 2016. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml  
39 United Nations, Special Sessions. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml 
40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid. 
42 UN General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS), Achieving the 2019 Goals – A Better Tomorrow for the World’s Youth, 2016. 

https://www.unodc.org/ungass2016/en/about.html; 

  UN Office on Drugs and Crime, Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and 

Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem, 2009. https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/V0984963-

English.pdf  
43 United Nations, Emergency Special Sessions. http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml  
44 United Nations General Assembly, Tenth Emergency Special Session, 2009. http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency10th.shtml  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=T166466726D0Y.5241&profile=bib&page=1&group=0&term=Report+of+the+Secretary-General+on+the+work+of+the+Organization&index=.TW&uindex=&oper=and&term=A%2F&index=.UD&uindex=&aspect=power&menu=search&ri=3&source=~!horizon&1166467067103#focus
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/INF/70/5
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/65/276
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/64/122
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/45/6
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/observers.shtml
http://www.un.org/press/en/2002/GAL3205.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/secretariat.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml
https://www.unodc.org/ungass2016/en/about.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/V0984963-English.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/V0984963-English.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml
http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency10th.shtml
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Mandate and Powers  

Under Chapter IV of the Charter of the United Nations (1945), the GA may discuss matters directly addressed in 

the Charter or relating to the powers and functions of the bodies it oversees.45 The GA is also the budgetary body 

that determines both the allocations of funds to different agencies and bodies and the overall budget for the United 

Nations.46 These budgetary responsibilities are divided between the Fifth Committee, the Board of Auditors, and the 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, all of which are overseen by the GA.47 It is also 

within the powers of the GA to create subsidiary committees of various sorts as it sees fit, such as the Committee on 

the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) which was created in 1959, and the High-Level Committee on South-

South Cooperation created in 1978.48 The GA is also mandated to elect the ten non-permanent members of the SC 

for staggered two-year terms, where five Member States are elected each year.49 

The GA highly values fostering consensus in all of its works, and this highlights the diplomacy and compromise 

exemplified in the body.50 The Assembly can make non-legally binding recommendations to Member States and the 

SC within its areas of expertise, initiate action on various political, economic, humanitarian, and legal issues, and 

incite action by applying pressure to relevant actors.51 An example of international action initiated by the GA is 

resolution 70/1 on “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” which was drafted 

and adopted in 2015 as the result of a series of meeting and consultations during which Member States made 

commitments to reach global goals about sustainability and development.52 The GA also has limited power to take 

action on a threat to global peace, particularly when the SC does not due to a veto from one of the five permanent 

Member States, by invoking an Emergency Special Session within 24 hours of the deadlock.53  

Recent Work of the General Assembly 

The priorities for the last two years have been strongly tied to issues of sustainability, as exemplified by Rio+20 and 

COP20, which were both focused on environmental protection.54 The GA has had a strong focus on sustainable 

development and economic growth in the 70th session in the establishment of the SDGs.55 The SDGs have set up an 

improved framework by linking sustainable development with all realms of UN work through the establishment of 

shared goals to help track national and global progress.56 This framework is personalized to each Member State and 

will be measured consistently on a state-to-state basis to help determine the rate of progress as well as remaining 

gaps in implementation.57 

In 2015 there was also a High-Level Thematic Debate on the Maintenance of International Peace and Security, 

which expands the traditional meaning of the topic in the Charter to more pressing contemporary issues, including 

terrorism and international organized crime.58 The 71st session so far has had a strong focus on indigenous rights and 

                                                           
45 Charter of the United Nations, Chapter IV, 1945.http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html 
46 United Nations, UN Documentation: Regular Budget. http://research.un.org/en/docs/budget/bodies 
47 Ibid. 
48 United Nations, Subsidiary Organs of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/subsidiary/committees.shtml  
49 UN General Assembly, Election of Five Non-Permanent Members of the Security Council, 2016. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/62/plenary/election_sc/bkg.shtml  
50 United Nations, Functions and powers of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml 
51 Ibid. 
52 United Nations, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld  
53 United Nations, Emergency Special Sessions. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml  
54 United Nations, United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), 2016. http://www.uncsd2012.org/ 

  UNEP, Sustainable Innovation Forum, 2015. http://www.cop21paris.org/  
55 United Nations, United Nations Sustainable Development Summit 2015, 2015. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/summit 

 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1), 2015. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1&Lang=E  
56 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1), 2015. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1&Lang=E 
57 Ibid. 
58 UN General Assembly, Commemoration of the seventieth anniversary of the United Nations (A/RES/69/316), 2015. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/69/316  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html
http://research.un.org/en/docs/budget/bodies
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/subsidiary/committees.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/62/plenary/election_sc/bkg.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.cop21paris.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/summit
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/69/316
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protecting the security of indigenous cultures on an international level.59 These meetings are being held in 

conjunction with the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) and involve the cooperation of over 

1,000 indigenous participants, focusing on peace through the provision of social, economic, and political equality 

and inclusion.60 This is one of many human rights based meetings that the GA holds in order to protect minorities 

and especially vulnerable populations.61 Upcoming topics of discussion for the 71st session include HIV/AIDS, large 

movements of refugees, and a review of the SDG framework.62  

Conclusion  

The resolutions of the GA, while non-binding, hold a considerable amount of weight in global policy through setting 

normative standards for the international community.63 The GA values consensus and inclusivity in its operations 

through the dialogue it promotes and the principles it upholds.64 The frameworks that have been set up through the 

GA provide the opportunity for the practical provision of rights, development opportunities, and improvements in 

global sustainability, among many other notable advances. The GA, through its involvement in wide range of topics 

including, poverty reduction, environmental protection, and peacebuilding, has the unique ability to improve 

people’s lives across the world.65 Through creative solutions and democratic diplomatic forum, the GA will continue 

to have a vast influence on future problem solving at the international level.66  

                                                           
59 UN News Center, UN forum on indigenous issues opens 2016 session with focus on conflict, peace and resolution, 9 May 2016. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53889#.V1EbM_krKM8 
60 Ibid. 
61 UN, General Assembly of the United Nations: Social, Humanitarian & Cultural. http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml 
62 UN General Assembly, Schedule of General Assembly plenary and related meetings, 2016. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml  
63 Pew Research Center, UN Retains Strong Global Image, 2013. http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/09/17/united-nations-retains-strong-

global-image/  
64 Ibid. 
65 UN, Main Committees. http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/index.shtml 
66 Council on Foreign Relations, The Role of the General Assembly, 2015. http://www.cfr.org/international-organizations-and-

alliances/role-un-general-assembly/p13490  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53889#.V1EbM_krKM8
http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml
http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/09/17/united-nations-retains-strong-global-image/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/09/17/united-nations-retains-strong-global-image/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/index.shtml
http://www.cfr.org/international-organizations-and-alliances/role-un-general-assembly/p13490
http://www.cfr.org/international-organizations-and-alliances/role-un-general-assembly/p13490


 

 

9 

I. Human Rights in the Administration of Justice 

“Our hopes for a more just, safe, and peaceful world can only be achieved when there is universal 

respect for the inherent dignity and equal rights of all members of the human family.” –Phumzile 

Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director of UN-Women67 

Introduction 

The way in which rule of law is upheld and justice is administered at the national and local level is inherently linked 

to the extent to which human rights are protected and promoted by governments. Particularly for minority groups 

and marginalized communities, a wide range of human rights violations and mistreatment can occur over the course 

of an individuals’ interaction with justice institutions, which encompass the police, judiciary, and corrections.68 In 

nearly every country, people experience systemic discrimination, corruption, lack of adherence to key legal 

principles, such as due process, and other abuses, which can result in the violation of individual rights in the pursuit 

of justice.69 As a result, it is important to ensure that the justice system is able to meet the needs of individuals’ who 

seek recourse for violations of their human rights, but also is reflective of human rights norms in its processes and 

procedures. 

International law clearly articulates the obligations of Member States with respect to human rights; this international 

human rights legal framework creates benchmarks to promote and protect human rights in the administration of 

justice.70 According to the Advocates for Human Rights, there are five introductory points to understanding human 

rights: human rights are universal; inalienable; interconnected; indivisible; and non-discriminatory.71 The obligation 

to uphold this significant body of law means Member States must actively facilitate and protect basic human rights 

by establishing or reforming justice systems to ensure they are both transparent and accessible.72  

The United Nations (UN) has several initiatives promote the mainstreaming of human rights standards, focusing on 

a multidimensional approach to promote awareness of, and respect for, fundamental human rights.73 A rights-based 

approach to the administration of justice is one way to ensure fundamental freedoms are guaranteed; this approach is 

also in line with the international policy framework on sustainable development, including the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs).74 The current approach to the administration of justice is often fragmented and largely 

discussed primarily in the context of human rights, and thus separate from development and peacebuilding efforts. 

However, with the adoption of the SDGs, the continuing focus on criminal justice and crime prevention within 

international fora, and recent efforts to connect human rights with development, the General Assembly has the 

opportunity to connect the various discussions, draw on good practice, and build on the international human rights 

legal framework in order to uphold the principles and purposes of justice.75 

International Framework 

The international human rights legal framework is grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(1948) (UDHR), which ensures universal protection for every person, regardless of, race, gender, religion, or 

identity.76 The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) (ICPR) and the International 

                                                           
67 United Nations Foundation, 11 Top Quotes on Human Rights, 2015, p. 1. http://unfoundationblog.org/11-top-quotes-on-human-rights/ 
68 Advocates for Human Rights, Human Rights Basics, p. 1. http://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/human_rights_basics 
69 Penal Reform International, Corruption is a significant factor in human rights violations in many criminal justice systems, 27 October 

2014. http://www.penalreform.org/blog/corruption-significant-factor-human-rights-violations-many-criminal/  
70 United Nations, The Foundation of International Human Rights Law, p. 1. http://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-

declaration/foundation-international-human-rights-law/index.html 
71 Advocates for Human Rights, Human Rights Basics, p. 1. http://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/human_rights_basics 
72 United Nations, The Foundation of International Human Rights Law, p. 1. http://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-

declaration/foundation-international-human-rights-law/index.html 
73 Ibid. 
74 Ibid. 
75 Ibid. 
76 UN General Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/; 

International Justice Resource Center, Overview of the Human Rights Framework, p. 1. http://www.ijrcenter.org/ihr-reading-

room/overview-of-the-human-rights-framework/ 
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Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) (ICESCR), along with the UDHR, comprise a 

fundamental pillar of human rights protections at the international level.77 These three documents outline inalienable 

rights belonging to every individual, and the obligation of Member States to uphold and protect these rights.78  

The ICCPR discusses the inalienable rights of all persons to justice and self-determination.79 The ICESCR strongly 

encourages the protection of the unique qualities of individual persons, their identities, and social groups they may 

belong to. In addition, the convention also strongly encourages protection from work abuse and the right to enjoy 

life, which includes an adequate standard of living.80 Two addition significant human rights documents related to the 

administration of justice are the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(1978) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990) (CRC).81 The special protection of women and 

children in administering justice is paramount, as both groups are especially vulnerable to abuses and human rights 

violations within judicial systems.82  

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998) established the International Criminal Court (ICC) 

and is accepted as a rule of law by 124 Member States.83 There are four main crimes that the ICC can prosecute 

under the Rome Statute: genocide, crimes against humanity, crimes of aggression, and war crimes.84 The General 

Assembly (GA) strongly encouraged Member States to become parties to the Agreement on the Privileges and 

Immunities of the ICC (2002),.85 The goal of the agreement is to ensure a transparent and strong relationship 

between the UN and the ICC to enhance the integrity of the Rome Statute as well as strengthen its function and 

purpose throughout the international community.86  

GA resolution 45/166 of 18 December 1990 focuses on the implementation of existing human rights conventions 

and covenants, such as the ICCPR, the ICESCR and the CRC.87 GA resolution 67/166 on “Human rights in the 

administration of justice,” adopted 20 December 2012, calls for Members States to include legal aid as part of their 

development programs, emphasizes capacity-building both locally and nationally, and focuses on the provision of 

justice post-conflict areas to protect human rights and provide best practice sharing methods for transparent justice 

systems both locally and nationally.88 GA resolution 70/112 on “Human rights in the administration of justice,” 

adopted 31 December 2015 focuses on the administration of justice within the UN, calling on Member States to 

implement conventions and UN framework on protection of human rights in the administration of justice, and to 

dedicate resources and establish programs to fulfill their obligations contained therein.89  

Role of General Assembly Plenary and the International System 

The SDGs represent a critical component of the UN’s strategy for the 21st century.90 As noted by the UN Office of 

the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), sustainable development includes and necessitates effective 

and equal access to justice, and therefore is directly related to the protection of human rights to protect vulnerable 

                                                           
77 UN General Assembly, International Bill of Human Rights (A/RES/3/217), 1948. http://www.un-documents.net/a3r217.htm 
78 Ibid. 
79 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966. http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx 
80 International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, 1966. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx 
81 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 1978. http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/  

 Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990. http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx  
82 UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Human Rights in the Administration of Justice: A Manual on Human Rights 

for Judges, Prosecutors, and Lawyers, 2003. http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training9Titleen.pdf  
83 Rome Statue of the International Criminal Court, 1998. https://www.icc-cpi.int/nr/rdonlyres/ea9aeff7-5752-4f84-be94-

0a655eb30e16/0/rome_statute_english.pdf  
84 Ibid. 
85 UN General Assembly, Report of the International Criminal Court, p. 1. http://www.un.org/en/ga/62/plenary/icc/bkg.shtml 
86 Ibid. 
87 UN General Assembly, Human rights and the administration of justice (A/RES/45/166), 1990. http://undocs.org/a/res/45/166 
88 UN General Assembly, Human rights and the administration of justice (A/RES/67/166), 2012. http://undocs.org/a/res/67/166 
89 UN General Assembly, Administration of justice at the United Nations (A/RES/70/112), 2015. http://undocs.org/a/res/70/112 
90 UN Department of Economic and Social Affair, Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda), 16 July 2015, p. 15. http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-

content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf 
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groups in their experiences with justice systems including women, juveniles, and indigenous groups.91 The OHCHR 

highlights Goal 16 of the SDGs on “peace, justice and strong institutions”, stressing the importance of protecting 

human rights to ensure that development is sustainable, transformative, comprehensive, and inclusive.92  

In addition to multiple resolutions adopted by the GA on this topic, and the focus on human rights and strong 

institutions within the SDGs, the assembly has continued to address the protection of human rights in justice 

throughout various topics and debates. From 12-13 July 2016, the GA held a High Level Thematic Debate on 

Human Rights.93 The debate centered around three focal areas: tackling discrimination and inequality, strengthening 

the rule of law and access to justice, and promoting active participation of civil society.94 The debate included 

discussions on strengthening national and international frameworks to protect human rights through the rule of law, 

particularly by strengthening transparency and accountability within domestic institutions.95 The GA also strongly 

encourages the removal of all intolerances in the justice system within all Member States by ameliorating tolerance 

in accordance with the International Day for Elimination of Racism and Racial Discrimination in 1960.96 

Non-governmental organizations (NGO) and civil society organizations (CSO) also have a pivotal role in 

highlighting miscarriages of justice and advocating for reform to uphold human rights.97 Organizations such as 

Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and the Death Penalty Project work throughout the international 

community to advocate for and support those who have been wrongfully convicted or otherwise experienced human 

rights violations in the administration of justice.98 Amnesty International spotlights many human rights concerns in 

the pursuit of justice, including detention, discrimination, and the death penalty.99 Furthermore, Amnesty 

International works on two key issues: strengthening weak governmental institutions and calling for accountability 

and prosecution of those responsible for human rights violations.100 They also work to establish a level of 

transparency in the international justice system by campaigning in support of the ICC, promoting universal 

jurisdiction to prosecute individuals who commit crimes wherever they are found, and also supporting the creation 

of ad hoc international courts in several Member States.101  

Human Rights Watch, for example, seeks to improve the accountability, transparency, and fairness in judicial 

systems by conducting research and publishing analysis on specific violations at the national and local.102 The 

organization provides recommendations for ways in which Member States can establish legal protection, education, 

and police training to assist LGBT persons, as well as other marginalized communities.103  

Key Issues 

Addressing Judicial Corruption and Political Interference 

According to the Global Corruption Report, less than 25% of all people have had contact with a judiciary system, 

but nearly 20% of people who had contact with a judiciary system have been asked to pay money as a bribe to law 

enforcement official; 55 of 62 Member States report that they believe extreme judicial corruption is an ongoing 

issue.104 Bribery and the related corruption, is often a result of political interference in judicial institutions, and 

                                                           
91 OHCHR, Human rights and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2016, p. 1. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/MDG/Pages/The2030Agenda.aspx. 
92 Ibid. 
93 UN General Assembly, High-Level Thematic Debate on Human Rights, 2016. http://www.un.org/pga/70/events/human-rights/  
94 Ibid. 
95 Ibid. 
96 UN General Assembly, Third Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and the convening of a world conference on 

racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (A/RES/52/111) 1997. http://undocs.org/a/res/52/111 
97 Amnesty International, What We Do, p. 1. https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/ 
98 Death Penalty Project, What We Do, p. 1. http://www.deathpenaltyproject.org/what-we-do/  
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100 Ibid. 
101 Ibid. 
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103 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2016, 2016, p. 28. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2016  
104 Transparency International, Global Corruption Report 2007: Corruption and Judicial Systems, 2007, p. 11. 
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some reports indicate as many as 96% of all individuals who engage with the justice system have had to pay a 

bribe in some Member States.105 In most cases, judicial institutions with high rates of corruption obscure the 

transparency and accountability of working methods by holding closed proceedings inaccessible to the general 

public.106 Additionally, many victims of judiciary bribery, political interference and corruption are less educated, 

part of a marginalized group, and/or, living in poverty.107 Thus, in addition to experiencing these violations and 

abuses, members of these groups have less education and resources to seek help and rectify miscarriages of 

justice.108  

Children are also especially vulnerable to human rights violations in the administration of justice.109 Rates of 

children in detention and/or corrections facilities are growing exponentially, with more than 1 million children in 

detention facilities and over 95,000 children being sent to adult prisons around the world.110 In many instances of 

juvenile imprisonment, the children have not committed crimes warranting extended detention but are placed in 

these facilities due to law enforcement corruption, abuse by guardians, and lack of adequate facilities for children 

with developmental challenges or disabilities.111 Some children are also subject to imprisonment in military 

detention centers when these children are believe to threaten domestic security.112 Military facilities typically have 

fewer mechanisms in place to prevent human rights abuses, and many children in these facilities have experienced 

beatings, torture, and denial of legal counsel.113  

Many least developed countries (LDCs) have a particularly difficult time combating corruption due to lack of 

judicial infrastructure and checks and balances.114 Amnesty International states that access to justice remains 

difficult and is intensified by attacks against human rights defenders, witnesses, lawyers, prosecutors, and judges 

who work to expose corruption.115 In conflict-affected countries, the introduction of the rule of law, the 

development of criminal justice system, and growth of civil society to monitor and hold these systems 

accountable, is slow, and often delayed due to elections .116 

Judicial corruption undermines the victim and is in direct violation of their human rights in accordance with Article 

23 and 29 of the UDHR, but it also undermines the citizens and inhibits their ability to trust their governmental 

judiciary system, especially for women, children, persons with disabilities, and other vulnerable groups.117 Member 

States are responsible for effectively integrating the UDHR to create local measures and laws in accordance with 

their regional and international treaty obligations; the domestic legal system, therefore, should provide the principle 

legal protection of human rights.118 There is a symbiotic relationship of fighting corruption with the fight for human 

rights to ensure both platforms can be achieved successfully.119 
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Eliminating Xenophobia and Discrimination in the Administration of Justice 

Xenophobia, racism, and other forms of discrimination can also impact the administration of justice. In many 

Member States, minority ethnic groups experience more negative interactions with law enforcement and criminal 

justice systems, in some cases leading to higher incarceration rates of minorities. For example, in France, up to 70% 

of incarcerated men are Muslims, while Muslims only comprise 8% of the national populations.120 In other Member 

States, incarcerated minorities make up a larger proportion of those sentenced to capital punishment.121 The 

complexity of xenophobia and other societal biases makes this particularly challenging to address.122 Many biases 

are learned over time and may be difficult to define or identify.123 Racial profiling is typically based on racial biases 

that posit members of a given race or ethnic group are more likely to commit certain crimes.124 The disproportionate 

arrest and conviction rate of minority offenders may serve to further entrench biases that certain groups are 

inherently more violent and criminal, seemingly justifying the discriminatory policies.125  

The increase in refugees – particularly from the Middle East and Africa – have also led to human rights concerns for 

migrants, particularly of Middle Eastern and African descent.126 A recent study in Canada found that migrant 

detention is cruel, unjust, and violates basic human rights.127 When migrants enter a host Member State, they are 

subject to search, examination and processing to determine their admissibility, and as a result some migrants are 

detained until further processing.128 Unlike criminal legal proceedings, no formal charges or evidence of wrongdoing 

needs to be provided to keep migrants under detention.129 Border services agents can decide to detain migrants based 

whether they might be a flight risk, whether they might be a danger to the public, or for further examination and 

questioning.130 Additionally, detention facilities lack adequate health and mental health services, in some cases 

denying detainees’ psychological assessments and subsequent treatment.131 This experience is not unique; many 

Member States have been found to conduct migrant detention with similar procedures and human rights concerns.132   

Attacks by violent extremists in high-income countries, increasing migration, and the influx of refugees from 

the Middle East and North Africa, has led to increased hatred, racism, and xenophobia in public discourse, as 

well as increased targeting of Muslim and Arab men, in particular, by the police and judicial systems in many 

high and middle-income countries.133 GA resolution 52/111, adopted in 1997, referenced the need to eliminate 

xenophobia in the administration of justice by formulating concrete recommendations and best practices for Member 

States by encouraging mass media to promote tolerance for all minorities and vulnerable groups.134 The GA also 
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strongly encouraged Member States create multilateral partnerships via intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, 

and CSOs for to eliminate xenophobia and establish an improved level of tolerance.135  

Women’s access to justice 

Varying forms and levels of discrimination against women is a pervasive all societies.136 Entrenched biases and 

systemic discrimination extend to women’s experiences with judicial institutions.137 Women are disproportionately 

penalized for violating moral laws, which may include prohibitions against mixed gender gatherings, premarital sex, 

and other such crimes tied closely to cultural and societal values.138 Even when men are prosecuted for similar 

crimes, often women will receive more severe sentences than men for the same crime.139 For example, in the United 

States, low-level female drug offenders are given longer sentences than men convicted of the same offence, even 

when prior criminal history between the two groups was similar.140 Women have also been prosecuted for crimes 

stemming from their own victimization; particularly in low-income countries, there have been numerous instances 

of women being charged with adultery when they are victims of sexual and gender-based violence.141 In addition 

to punishing victims for their violent assaults, there is often weak or nonexistent training for police as well as 

entrenched stigma, which prevents many women from reporting crimes or receiving assistance when they do 

seek help from law enforcement officials, denying them access to justice.142  

Women living in detention facilities may also find themselves without access to necessary resources and services. 

The majority of prisons are designed for male populations, and therefore fail to take the needs of women into 

account, resulting in lack of necessary healthcare services for women, and low numbers of trained female 

correctional officers to work in these facilities.143 In many low-income countries, female suspects and individuals 

convicted with crimes have significantly lower levels of literacy and basic education than men; this poses 

additional challenges to women who may be unaware of their legal rights or otherwise unable to access legal 

resources and services.144 

Less than 28 of Member States have over 30% of women in the judiciary.145 Women are under-represented in 

professions such as police, lawyers, juries, and judges in the international community, which results in less gender-

sensitive policies and methods within justice sectors.146 The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) 

promotes women’s participation in the judiciary, and provides good practice and recommendations for ways in 

which women can be supported in order to enable increased participation in key law enforcement and judicial 

professions.147 Civil society efforts alone, can’t reform underlying discrimination and barriers to women’s 

participation, however, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can play an important role in complementing 

existing government efforts. For example, the International Association of Women Judges promotes equal access 

to justice, by training judges, both women, and men, on gender-sensitivity, which can improve transparency and 
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encourage women to trust their judicial systems.148 At the national and local level, the International Association of 

Women judges has also worked with grassroots NGOs, to report on violations of human rights against women 

similar to a judicial system and better understand underlying barriers to participation and access.149 Through 

their work in India, for example, in collaboration with Sakshi, a local NGO, research found that two-thirds of 

the judicial professional who were interviewed believed that women who dressed provocatively were inviting 

rape.150 

In order to improve the inclusion of women in the justice system there a range of good practice that the General 

Assembly can discuss, including ameliorating health care costs, providing grants for girls to go to school regularly 

with continued education, and including women’s voices in political decisions.151 UN-Women, for example, 
focuses on specific areas of need for women’s availability to justice including “legal and constitutional frameworks, 

the justice chain, plural legal systems and conflict and post-conflict.”152  

Conclusion  

The General Assembly has the opportunity to strengthen the existing normative framework to better prevent 

and protect against human rights violations and abuses in the context of justice institutions. Existing policy 

recommendations contained in past resolutions, including GA resolution 67/166 (2012), as well as the SDGs 

provide Member States with a variety of options to take forward in order to create a sustainable and transparent 

justice systems that uphold and protect the inalienable rights of each person.153 The key issues of judicial corruption, 

xenophobia and discrimination, and mistreat of women, among other groups affected human rights violations are 

overlapping, and it is therefore paramount these issues be addressed comprehensively and holistically.154 

 How can Member States integrate NGOs such as HRW and Amnesty International in assisting victims of 

human rights violations?  

 How can grassroots programs assist judges, juries, and lawyers in the elimination of xenophobia? How can 

the general population affect criminal cases in relation to political interference, xenophobia, and police 

corruption?  

 How can Member States combat the impact of discriminatory attitudes against vulnerable groups in the 

justice system?  

 What conventions and programs should Member States utilize as a best practice sharing method?  
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II. Promotion of New and Renewable Energy Sources 

“At its essence, sustainability means ensuring prosperity and environmental protection without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. A sustainable world is one where 

people can escape poverty and enjoy decent work without harming the earth’s essential ecosystems 

and resources; where people can stay healthy and get the food and water they need; where everyone 

can access clean energy that doesn’t contribute to climate change” –Ban-Ki moon, United Nations 

Secretary-General155 

Introduction 

Over the last 10 years, the global dependence on fossil fuels and overall energy consumption has risen by 45%.156 

Developing Member States had the largest increase in demand for fossil fuels over the last six years, with near all-

time highs in 2015.157 As fossil fuel consumption rises, Member States increase the search and use of new and 

renewable energy sources.158 The increase in demand has been driven by strong economic growth and corresponding 

structural and socioeconomic changes including improved housing and new construction.159 According to the 

Secretary General’s report on “United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All” (2014), access to renewable 

sources of energy is needed to achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) number 7 for Affordable and clean 

Energy.160 According to a survey of 63 Member States via the Open Working Group on SDGs, sustainable and 

dependable energy was ranked as one of three main priorities towards achieving the SDGs.161 

According to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) there are two main types of energy: (1) 

renewable energy, which can be replenished, and (2) nonrenewable energy, which has a finite supply.162 Examples 

of renewable energy include wind, solar, and geothermal heat, and examples of non-renewable energy are crude oil, 

natural gas, nuclear power, or coal.163 The adoption of renewable resources is growing, however non-renewable 

sources are still expected to account for 78% of energy use in 2040.164 It is important to highlight that although non-

renewable sources will run out, certain stores can last several generations, especially for nuclear and natural gas.165 

As the growth in the utilization of renewable energy increases, the question of how to improve adoption of new and 

renewable energy by Member States is paramount.166 The “Sustainable Energy for All” (SE4All) initiative has 

developed a framework for accountability on the adoption of new energy sources, however adoption within 

developing Member States has been slow.167 The social and humanitarian effects of fossil fuel and non-renewable 

energy sources should be addressed, as negative impacts have disproportionally affected disenfranchised populations 

including women and children.168 The growth of renewable energy is dependent on the ability to finance the 
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infrastructure needed to deploy broadly.169 The private sector, including investment by corporations, is critical to the 

expansion of the use of renewable energy sources.170  

International Framework 

One of the resolutions on new and renewable energy adopted by the General Assembly (GA) is resolution 36/193, 

adopted in 1981, which outlines the potential establishment of ancillary bodies which would be dedicated to 

ensuring adoption of new and renewable energy technologies.171 The GA has since adopted several resolutions on 

the topic including in 2008, 2009, 2012, and 2014.172 General Assembly resolution 62/197 highlights the need to 

improve access to reliable, affordable, and environmentally sustainable energy, and recognizes the importance of 

multilateral cooperation to achieve this goal.173 General Assembly resolution 67/215 declared 2014-2024 as the 

“Decade of Sustainable Energy for All,” following the “Year of Sustainable Development for All” in 2012.174 

Resolution 67/215 also recognizes strategies that work towards rapid cost reduction of renewable energy, develop 

public policies for research and development, and prioritize efforts to provide universal access to new sustainable 

energy technology.175  

General Assembly resolution 69/225, adopted in 2014, encourages broad adoption and implementation of the 

objectives defined in the report of the Secretary-General (A/70/422) on the “United Nations Decade of Sustainable 

Energy for All,” which, included improving access to new energy sources, reducing the cost of new energy sources, 

and increased funding for developing Member States towards adoption of new energy sources.176 The resolution also 

includes the topic of renewable energy under a sub-item entitled “Promotion of new and renewable sources of 

energy” to be discussed in the provisional agenda for the 71st session in September 2016.177 In 2013, the Secretary 

General’s report on “United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All”, strongly supported the implementation 

of new practices such as expanding infrastructure of renewable energy during the decade of 2014-2024 to push for 

renewable energy growth and adoption.178  

Other entities within the UN system have also discussed the importance of promoting new and renewable energy. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) discussed renewable energy in the UNDP Strategic Plan: 

2014- 2017, stating the need to promote sustainable energy technologies through education and outreach efforts in 

order to provide unfettered access to it.179 The 21st Conference of the Parties (or “COP”) to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (1994) (UNFCCC), also referred to as the Paris Climate Change 

Conference, focused heavily on the Goal 7 “Affordable and Clean Energy” as central to many worldwide 

socioeconomic issues including jobs, climate change, food security and improving household incomes.180 The result 

of the Paris Climate Change Conference was the Paris Agreement (2015), the first universal, legally binding 

global climate change framework.181 The goal outlined an objective of substantially increasing the proportion of 
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renewable energy of all global energy consumption, as well as improving the infrastructure to support renewable 

energy adoption by 2030.182  

Role of General Assembly Plenary and the International System 

In 2012, the Secretary-General’s High Level Group on Sustainable Energy for All submitted a report to the GA, 

which outlined several pathways for the adoption of sustainable energy solutions.183 The report highlighted that the 

emissions of non-renewable fossil fuels threaten food and water security, increase conflicts over scarce resources, 

results in destruction of land, and increase the movement of people due to the role of non-renewable energy in 

accelerating climate change. 184The GA has actively pursued this topic, and as per resolution 69/225, the provisional 

agenda for the 71st Session will include the promotion of renewable energy under the general topic of sustainable 

development.185  In addition, the GA partners with other bodies within the UN framework to promote the adoption 

of new and renewable energy technologies to expand economic development. These bodies include the UNDP, 

UNEP, the World Health Organization (WHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the United Nations 

Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization (UNIDO) and many others.186  

All of the UN organizations mentioned have made contributions to furthering the cause of renewable energy use. 

WHO has emphasized the value of solar energy in the provision of health care in African Member States 187 WHO 

concluded that the need for energy throughout Africa requires a broader utilization of resources to have a significant 

impact beyond the ability of the organization itself.188 UNESCO has played an important role in advocating for 

sustainable and renewable energy consumption, particularly through their Renewable Energy Futures for UNESCO 

Sites (RENFORUS) initiative.189 The initiative lobbies for infrastructure development to support new technology 

and renewable energy adoption at the sites in order to address the challenges of climate change.190  

There are several key agencies outside the UN that have been instrumental in promoting renewable energy.191 The 

International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) is an intergovernmental organization that strives to promote the 

adoption of new forms of energy to replace old fossil fuels and non-renewable sources.192 IRENA assists 

governments in adopting new policies to drive investment of these new energy sources, and promotes cross-border 

sharing of technologies to improve access to information and technology for building necessary infrastructure and 

increasing the yield of energy.193 Another key organization is the International Energy Agency (IEA), which 

develops solutions to enable reliable, affordable, and clean energy for the world.194 The IEA focuses on four key 

areas: energy security, economic development, environmental awareness, and engagement worldwide.195 Another 

key agency outside the UN is the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which 
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promotes renewable energy adoption through its “Green Growth and energy” initiative.196 The OECD recognizes 

that fossil fuels will be the major global energy source for the near future, but also understands that immediate 

action is needed to ensure that carbon emissions worldwide decline to stem climate change.197 By promoting the use 

of low-carbon energy technologies and fostering innovation, the OECD works to shift the energy market will shift 

away from fossil fuels and move to renewable and clean energy sources.198 

Key Issues 

Improving Adoption of Renewable Energy 

The international community’s discussions on  sustainable and renewable energy have shifted focus towards 

improving adoption over the last few years.199 In 2015, global spending and investment in renewable energy was at a 

record high at $285.9 billion.200 Wind and solar energy accounted for the greatest increase in generating capacity in 

2015 compared to the previous year, with total renewable energy sources making up 53.6% of the total new capacity 

installed in 2015.201 Despite this, the need for improved accountability to improve utilization continues.202  

The Global Emission trend for greenhouse gasses is expected to peak by 2020, signaling significant climate change 

implications, including increased worldwide temperatures, if renewable resources are not adopted sooner.203 

Although developing Member States have increased budgets for renewable energy, their consumption of non-

renewable resources still remains well above renewable.204 The dependency on non-renewable energy is greater 

because fossil fuel energy sources are typically more energy dense, producing more output relative to input than 

renewable sources, and are simpler to access and utilize due to the vast amount existing infrastructure and 

technology for fossil fuels. Improving the adoption of renewable energy technology will take significant effort and 

investment on behalf of Member States.205 

The SE4ALL initiative promotes the increased adoption of clean and renewable energy based on following tenets: 

measuring progress, accountability for sustainable energy for all commitments, global tracking framework, making a 

commitment to sustainable energy for all, and country commitments.206 The SE4ALL initiative accountability 

framework asks that both public and private entities submit targets and provide regular updates detailing progress 

across all tenets.207 To date there have been 249 separate commitments made.208 However, despite substantial 

support, many regions and Member States have not created commitments, specifically in developing Member 

States.209 Private sector commitments have increased, but are still a long way from equaling the number of public 

sector commitments.210 In addition to these commitments, there needs to be a total of $1.25 trillion in annual 
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investments in sustainable energy every year until 2030 to meet SE4All goals.211 Presently, there is only one third of 

that amount invested through existing commitments currently.212 

Increasing Finance and Investment in New and Renewable Energy technology  

The outcome of the COP21 climate summit, the Paris Agreement outlined the creation of a “mechanism to 

contribute to the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions and support sustainable development” which aims to 

incentivize private and public organizations to drive new renewable energy investment and infrastructure 

development.213 The agreement aims to align finance and investment with climate objectives through development 

of building capacity for renewable energy.214 While this is a critical endeavor, it is unclear if the international 

community will manage to reach the US$100 billion in global climate finance investment by 2020 set in the Paris 

Agreement.215 An additional challenge to ensuring continued finance and investment in renewable energy is the lack 

of an accurate database on all private investment to monitor changes in investment patterns.216  

Currently the most extensive data source on private investment in renewable energy is through the Bloomberg New 

Energy Finance (BNEF) database.217 There are several issues regarding the use of BNEF, a commercial database, 

specifically around commercial limitations of disclosure due to confidentiality of financial agreements.218 This 

database significantly underestimates investment, as less than 40% of transactions recorded by BNEF for renewable 

energy projects in developing Member States include the needed information on the associated monetary value.219 

Also, another issue with BNEF is that the database only tracks renewable energy projects within a certain size 

threshold based on the megawatt (MW) generated for portions of renewable energy, resulting in only tracking 

biomass, waste-to-energy, geothermal and wind and energy projects of particular yields.220  

Climate finance includes all finance and investment that specifically targets low-carbon or climate-resilient 

development.221As of December 2015, the OECD estimated climate finance and investment reached $62 billion in 

2014 and $52 billion in 2013, which is an annual average of $57 billion over the two years.222 A substantial increase 

in outflows from Multilateral Development Banks (MDB) driven by public investment by developed Member States 

contributed to the increase.223 The most significant investment comes from bi-lateral public agreements and MBDs, 

compared to multilateral organizations including climate change funds.224 Public-funded investment represents 70% 

on average from 2013-2014, with the remainder being private investment.225 Private investment could be increased 

by improved renewable energy investment policies and by combining public and private investments.226 The 

importance of policy developments to drive both public and private investment in renewable energy is critical to the 

success of reaching the $100 billion goal by 2020.227  
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Ensuring disenfranchised populations have access to clean energy to promote safety and reduce mortality 

In addition to alleviating demand on finite and environmentally harmful non-renewable energy, expanding the 

adoption of renewable energy can increase health outcomes for many vulnerable populations. Women and children 

are particularly at risk of the toxic effects of non-renewable energy sources including air pollution from oil and 

smoke from burning kerosene, wood, charcoal and dung.228 Diseases and ailments from indoor smoke used to cook 

and heat homes result in 4.3 million deaths, the majority of which are women and children.229 WHO estimates that 

more than 50% of premature deaths of children under age 5 are due to diseases such as pneumonia contracted from 

exposure to such pollutants and smoke.230  

In addition to women and children, the elderly and sick are at significant risk of health complications due to the use 

on unreliable and non-renewable energy sources.231 Many health centers utilize old diesel generators to power 

facilities that are not connected to any larger electrical grid system, resulting in blackouts at health care centers 

throughout the developing Member States.232 In sub-Saharan Africa, less than 30% of those diesel generators were 

fully operational, indicating a severe lack of energy infrastructure for health facilities.233 The lack of reliable power 

has resulted in significantly worse outcomes for patients in less developed areas, as hospitals without reliable power 

may turn patients away, leaving them without care or forcing them to travel great distances to access to care.234 As 

indicated in GA resolution 69/225 it is important to consider women’s full and equal access to the use of renewable 

energy sources, and to ensure that women and children be part of the focus on energy adoption.235  

Clean energy powered cook stoves can reduce mortality substantially; for example an electric cooking range lacks 

any potential toxic smoke or related toxins from coal/wood/dung burning.236 Solar powered lamps and energy 

efficient bulbs help reduce the need for toxic oil lamps and reduce instances of deadly diseases and mortality 

rates.237 The significant hurdle behind the lack of these technologies in many developing Member States is a lack of 

resources to initiate such widespread changes.238 WHO noted that in sub-Saharan Africa, they would need 

mobilization of extensive resources, beyond their existing capabilities, to provide access to reliable energy for the 

healthcare facilities in the region signifying the need for cooperation by many international organizations.239  

Conclusion  

Economic development is reliant upon access to energy, and sustainable development in particular is reliant on 

access to new and renewable sources of energy.240 Finding methods to grow investment in renewable energy 

coupled with ensuring access for disenfranchised populations is critical to achieving the goals outlined in the 

Secretary General’s report on “United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All”.241 The improved adoption of 

new energy technology will assuage the effect of fossil fuels in accelerating climate change.242 Efforts such as the 

SE4All initiative has improved adoption of renewable energy through defined commitments, but work still needs to 
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be done.243 In order for renewable energy to expand globally, there must be a drive from both the public and private 

sectors to invest in these technologies.244  

 How should Member States work with private energy investment and technology firms towards improving 

access to renewable energy sources? 

 What public policies and initiatives have been effective internationally, regionally or within Member States 

with respect to supporting increased adoption of renewable and new sources of energy? 

 How can Member States ensure that disenfranchised and at-risk populations, including but not limited to 

women and children, gain access to clean energy sources? 

 What are potential barriers towards the implementation of the goals outlined in the Decade of Sustainable 

Energy for All, and what can the international community do to mitigate these? 
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Security Council Elections 

On the final day of NWMUN-Seattle, the General Assembly Plenary will simulate the election of five non-

permanent members of the UN Security Council. The following information serves as context for the way in 

which this process is carried out in the United Nations, as well as particular details relevant for NWMUN-Seattle 

delegates. 

Introduction 

The preamble of the Charter of the United Nations (1945) mandates the United Nations (UN) “[to] save 

succeeding generations from the scourge of war.”245 The Security Council (SC) is the principal UN body responsible 

for the maintenance of international peace and security, as mandated in Chapters VI, VII, VIII and XII of the 

Charter.246 Its responsibilities include, but are not limited to, settling disputes between Member States and calling 

upon UN Member States to mobilize armed forces in the pursuit of collective security.247  

The Security Council is comprised of five permanent members, (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States), and ten non-permanent members elected by the General Assembly (GA).248 Each year, the 

General Assembly elects five of the ten non-permanent members for two-year terms.249 Non-permanent membership 

is divided into regional groups, with each group allotted a specific number of seats. 250  

In 2016, the GA will elect five non-permanent Member States for the 2017-2018 term, electing one seat for the 

African Group, one representative from the Asia-Pacific group, one representative from the Group of Latin America 

and the Caribbean States, and two seats for the Western European and Others Group.251 

Security Council Elections at NWMUN-Seattle 2016  

The GA elects non-permanent members to SC by secret ballot, and candidates must receive the support of a two-

thirds majority, even if running unopposed.252 Two-thirds majority represents two-thirds of the Member States 

present and voting, excluding abstentions. 253 The election comprises an unlimited number of voting rounds, 

alternating between unrestricted and restricted ballots. 254 The first round is unrestricted, where Member States may 

vote for any eligible regional group member not currently represented in the SC. 255 If the first voting period does not 

produce the necessary two-thirds majority, the GA will move into “restricted voting,” where Member States may 

only vote on the two highest scoring candidates.256 The restricted voting procedure may be repeated up to three 

times, as needed.257 If no candidate has secured a two-thirds majority within three rounds of restricted voting, 

unrestricted voting will be reopened for another three rounds.258 The rotation continues until all seats are filled.259 
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Candidates in the Security Council Elections 

A retiring member of the SC may not run for re-election.260 Ideally, candidates should seek an uncontested 

sponsorship from their Regional bloc, however, uncontested candidates still require a two-thirds majority vote to 

win.261 It is possible for a candidate to be endorsed by the Regional Bloc, but fail to win election in the unrestricted 

round.262  

The 193 Member States of the UN are divided into regional groups in line with their geographical location.263 The 

recognized regional groups are the African Group (54 Member States), the Asia-Pacific Group (53 Member States), 

the Eastern European Group (23 Member States), the Latin American and Caribbean Group (GRULAC) (33 

Member States), and the Western European and Others Group (WEOG) (23 Member States).264 The non-permanent 

members of the Security Council comprise a total of ten seats: five seats from Africa and Asia, one from Eastern 

Europe, two from Latin America, and two from Western Europe and other States.265 During each election cycle, 

five Member States are elected to the SC, and every odd election year, the African Group and the Asia-Pacific 

Group take turns electing an Arab Swing State.266 

At NWMUN-Seattle 2016, delegates will be elected to fill the following regional seats:267 

 African Group: 1 seat 

 Asia-Pacific Group: 1 seat 

 Group of Latin American and Caribbean States (GRULAC): 1 seat 

 Western Europe and Other Group (WEOG): 2 seats 

Considerations while Voting 

A key consideration for membership on the SC is the ability to positively contribute to the promotion of 

international peace and security.268 Beyond this guidance, Member States often employ significant discretion in 

electing candidates.269 Several factors, both positive and negative, may affect an individual candidate’s outcomes in 

the SC elections.270 In choosing a candidate, Member States may choose to consider the candidate’s financial 

contributions to the UN system, including both the UN Budget and voluntary contributions; the allocation of troops 

to UN Peacekeeping Operations; whether the candidate represents a large demographic or regional group; and 

record of regional and international leadership.271 If a Member State is actively campaigning for other offices or 

experiencing domestic insecurity, they may struggle to secure votes.272  
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2016 Security Council Elections 

African Group 

In the African Group of states, Angola’s seat expires in 2016 and was up for election for the 2017-2018 term.273 

Ethiopia ran unopposed and was elected in the first round of voting.274  

Asia and the Pacific 

The Asia-Pacific Group has two non-permanent seats in the SC, currently held by Malaysia and Japan.275 Malaysia’s 

seat expires in 2016 and was contested between Thailand and Kazakhstan.276 Kazakhstan was elected in the second 

round of voting for its first term on the Security Council.277 

Group of Latin American and Caribbean States 

The two seats for the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States are currently held by the Bolivarian Republic 

of Venezuela and Uruguay.278 Venezuela’s term concludes in 2016, leaving one seat for election.279 Bolivia ran 

unopposed as was elected in the first round of voting.280 

Western European and Others Group 

The Western European and Other Group has two seats on the SC, currently held by Spain and New Zealand, both of 

which conclude in 2016.281 Three states have announced their intention to campaign for the two seats: Italy, the 

Netherlands, and Sweden.282 Italy, the Netherlands, and Sweden have served on the Council the most of all states 

running for election, serving 6 terms, 5 terms, and 3 terms respectively.283 Sweden was elected in the first round of 

voting, but after four additional rounds, neither Italy nor Netherlands received the necessary two-thirds majority.284 

Italy and the Netherlands agreed to share the term, with Italy serving in 2017, and Netherlands serving in 2018.285 

This summary of the 2016 Security Council elections is illustrative of the election process and provides context for 

the recent 2016 elections, but is not meant to be an exact roadmap of the elections process at NWMUN-Seattle 2016.  
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