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August 1, 2016 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to Northwest Model United Nations – Seattle (NWMUN-Seattle) 2016 and the Economic and Social 

Council. The Economic and Social Council committee staff, consisting of Director Tyler Goudal, Assistant Director 

Allison Tu, and Special Adviser Rohit Chandel, looks forward to working with you at NWMUN-Seattle 2016 and 

this session of the Economic and Social Council.  

Our entire staff is excited to work with you this coming November. We appreciate the hard work, research, and 

commitment you have undertaken in preparation for this conference! We are pleased to present the final background 

guide. 

The topics for the committee are as follows: 

I. Science, Technology, and Innovation for Development 

II. Strengthening International Cooperation in Addressing the Smuggling of Migrants 

 

Every participating delegate is required to submit a position paper prior to attending the conference. We have laid 

out expectations regarding content, structure, and formatting on our website. Adhering to these guidelines helps 

ensure a well-prepared committee and an excellent conference experience. Position papers are also a key competent 

of the awards process. 

The deadline to submit position papers is Tuesday, 1 November 2016 at 11:59pm (Pacific Standard Time). 

Please refer to our website for details regarding the submission process. 

 We wish each of you the best as you prepare for the conference and this committee. We urge you to explore beyond 

the background guide as you learn more about the Member State you will represent and the topics we will discuss. 

Please do not hesitate to direct any questions or concerns towards your Director or the Director-General. We look 

forward to meeting you at the conference and best of luck! 

Sincerely, 

Tyler Goudal Allison Tu Dominika Ziemczonek 

Director, 

Economic and Social Council 

ecosoc.seattle@nwmun.org 

Assistant Director, 

Economic and Social Council 

ecosoc.seattle@nwmun.org 

Director-General 

NWMUN-Seattle 2016 

dg.seattle@nwmun.org 

 

   

Cover Photo by UN Photo/JC McIlwaine 

http://seattle2015.nwmun.org/conference-information/delegate-preparation
http://seattle2015.nwmun.org/conference-information/delegate-preparation
mailto:ecosoc.seattle@nwmun.org
mailto:ecosoc.seattle@nwmun.org
mailto:dg.seattle@nwmun.org
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The Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2016 

The NWMUN-Seattle Secretariat strives each year to create an accurate simulation for our delegates. We have 

developed additional ways for delegates to interact within the simulation, including enabling delegates to take 

multiple forms of action on an issue, including but not limited to adopting resolutions. This section aims to provide 

additional, specific information for the Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2016.  

Briefings 

While discussing a topic, Economic and Social Council delegates are able to receive briefings from representatives 

of relevant member states or UN subject matter experts. The specific thematic experts available will be announced 

on the NWMUN-Seattle website, as well as the beginning of the conference.  

Mandate 

The mandate of the Economic and Social Council Plenary is to: make or initiate studies and reports with respect to 

international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters and may make recommendations 

with respect to any such matters to the General Assembly to the Members of the United Nations, and to the 

specialized agencies concerned.  

Selected Functions & Powers 

 It may make recommendations for the purpose of promoting respect for, and observance of, human rights 

and fundamental freedoms for all. 

 It may prepare draft conventions for submission to the General Assembly, with respect to matters falling 

within its competence. 

 It may call, international conferences on matters falling within its competence. 

 It may co-ordinate the activities of the specialized agencies through consultation with and 

recommendations to such agencies and through recommendations to the General Assembly and to the 

Members of the United Nations. 

Outcome Documents 

When taking action on a topic, the Economic and Social Council Plenary can adopt resolutions. Economic and 

Social Council Plenary resolutions are not binding but rather recommendations to the General Assembly on issues 

relating to international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and other related matters. 

Rules of Procedure 

The Economic and Social Council Plenary will use the standard NWMUN rules of procedure, available on our 

website as well as in printed form at the conference.  

Members of the Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2016 

Afghanistan Algeria Antigua & Barbuda Argentina Australia Bangladesh Belgium Botswana 

Brazil 
Burkina 

Faso 
Chile China Congo Czech Republic 

Democratic Rep. 

of the Congo 
Estonia 

Finland France Georgia Germany Ghana Greece Guatemala Guyana 

Honduras India Iraq Ireland Italy Japan Kazakhstan Lebanon 

Mauratania Nigeria Pakistan Panama Peru Portugal 
Republic of 

Korea 

Republic of 

Moldova 

Russian 

Federation  
Rwanda Serbia Somalia South Africa Sweden  Switzerland Togo 

Trinidad & 

Tobago 
Uganda United Kingdom 

United States 

of America 
Vietnam  Zimbabwe   
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Committee Overview 

Introduction  

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN) and was 

established in 1945 under Chapter X of the Charter of the United Nations (1945).1 Since its inception, ECOSOC 

remains the principal body for coordinating efforts and making recommendations on economic and social issues to 

the General Assembly (GA) and Member States.2 Given its functions and focus on economic, social, and 

environmental issues, ECOSOC is often described as “the United Nations’ central platform for reflection, debate, 

and innovative thinking on sustainable development.”3 

ECOSOC also coordinates work between related UN bodies and other expert bodies in the environmental, social, 

and economic spheres.4 The Council also continues to serve as a central mechanism between a diverse range of 

partners to improve coordination and increase efficiency in responding to the broad range of issues under its 

purview.5 With the adoption of the 2030 Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

sustainable development is reflected in a number of issues that are of priority to the Council.6 These issues include 

sustainable development and its financing ,and development cooperation.7 The Council has provisions for various 

forums, such as the Development Cooperation Forum (DCF), to address these issues.8  

History  

ECOSOC has undergone a series of reforms since its establishment to better address issues in the three pillars of 

sustainable development.9 When the Council was established in 1945, membership was limited to 18 Member States 

elected by GA.10 However, due to the increase in UN membership, and recognizing the need for broader 

representation of Member States, ECOSOC membership was increased to 27 in GA resolution 1991/XVIII of 17 

December 1963, and further increased to 54 in the GA resolution 2847/XXVI of 20 December 1971.11 Recent 

reforms include the 2005 World Summit, which mandated the Council to convene Annual Ministerial Reviews 

(AMR) and the biennial DCF.12 The AMR includes a review of the UN development agenda and a series of 

voluntary presentations by Member States on the progress made on internationally agreed upon goals, such as the 

SDGs.13 The DCF focuses on increasing progress in development cooperation and encourages coherence in 

development policies across Member States.14  

In order to further augment the effectiveness of the Council, the GA adopted resolution 68/1 of 20 September 2013, 

which emphasized the need to take steps to avoid duplicating work between the GA and ECOSOC due to 

                                                           
1 UN Economic and Social Council, About ECOSOC. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/;  

Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html  
2 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html 
3 UN Economic and Social Council, About ECOSOC. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/ 
4 United Nations, Main Organs. http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html;  

UN Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC About Us. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us  
5 UN Economic and Social Council, Humanitarian Affairs Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/humanitarian-affairs-segment  
6 UN Economic and Social Council, Promoting Sustainable Development. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-

d%C3%A9veloppement-durable  
7 UN Economic and Social Council, Home. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en  
8 UN Economic and Social Council, What is the Development Cooperation Forum. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf  
9 UN Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC About Us. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us 
10 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter X, Article 61. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-

text/index.html; United Nations, Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs, 2016. Article 61. 

http://www.un.org/law/repertory/  
11 UN General Assembly, Enlargement of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/2847/(XXVI)), 1971. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/2847(XXVI); 

UN General Assembly, Question of equitable representation on the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council 

(A/RES/1991(XVIII)), 1963. http://undocs.org/A/RES/1991(XVIII)  
12 UN General Assembly, 2005 World Summit (A/RES/60/1), 2006. http://undocs.org/A/RES/60/1  
13 UN Economic and Social Council, What is the Annual Ministerial Review. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/amr.shtml  
14 UN Economic and Social Council, What is the Development Cooperation Forum. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/humanitarian-affairs-segment
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-d%C3%A9veloppement-durable
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-d%C3%A9veloppement-durable
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html
http://www.un.org/law/repertory/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/2847(XXVI)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/1991(XVIII)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/60/1
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/amr.shtml
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf
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intersecting mandates.15 This resolution also highlighted the need to achieve a working balance between the three 

pillars of sustainable development –- social development, economic development, and environmental protection – as 

outlined in Agenda 21: A Programme of Action for Sustainable Development of 14 June 1992 adopted by the UN 

Conference on Environment and Development.16  

Structure and Organization  

ECOSOC currently has 54 members elected by the GA for overlapping three-year terms.17 To ensure equal 

representation of ideas and for the purposes of discussions, usually in connection with specific geographical issues, 

Member States in ECOSOC are divided into five regional groups: 14 members from African states, 11 from Asian 

states, six from eastern European states, 10 from Latin American and Caribbean states and 13 from European and 

other states.18 Each Member State has one representative and one vote in the Council, with all decisions being made 

by a simple majority of present Member States.19 

ECOSOC regularly holds two annual sessions that consist of an organizational session and a substantive session.20 

ECOSOC operates on a July-July cycle, which means that ECOSOC’s calendar starts in July and finishes in July of 

the following year.21 The organizational session is usually held at the beginning of the ECOSOC calendar, whereas 

the substantive session is usually held during the latter half of the year.22 Adoption of the annual agenda and 

elections to the Bureau take place during the organizational session.23 The Bureau provides a leadership role in the 

Council and is responsible for proposing the agenda and liaising with the UN Secretariat.24 The Bureau is composed 

of the President and four Vice-Presidents who are all elected by the Council during its organizational session.25 Each 

year, the Presidency rotates amongst the regional blocs and the remaining four vice-precedencies are made up of 

representatives from the remaining four regional blocs.26  

General Assembly resolution 68/1 of 20 September 2013, divided the substantive session of the Council into five 

segments, with the possibility to increase the number if needed.27 The structure of these segments is outlined in the 

resolution itself.28 The Operational Activities for Development Segment focuses on providing guidance for the 

spending of the operational development funds throughout the UN system.29 The operational development funds are 

part of the UN budget and are used for development programs by other UN agencies, such as the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees.30 The Humanitarian Affairs Segment focuses on strengthening the effectiveness of UN 

                                                           
15 UN General Assembly, Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the 

Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013. http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1  
16 United Nations, Agenda 21, 1992. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf  
17 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html;  

UN Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC Members. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/members  
18 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html 
19 UN Economic and Social Council, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 22. 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf  
20 UN Economic and Social Council, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 1. 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf 
21 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2015-16, 2015, p. 143. https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-

Handbook_2015-16.pdf  
22 UN Economic and Social Council, Substantive Session. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/substantive.shtml  
23 UN Economic and Social Council, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 8. 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf 
24 UN Economic and Social Council, Bureau. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/bureau  
25 Ibid.  
26 UN Economic and Social Council, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 9. 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf  
27 UN General Assembly, Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the 

Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013. http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1 
28 Ibid. 
29 Ibid. 
30 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2015-16, 2015, p. 143. https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-

Handbook_2015-16.pdf;  

United Nations, Funds, Programmes, Specialized Agencies, and Others. http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/funds-

programmes-specialized-agencies-and-others/index.html  

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/1
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/members
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-Handbook_2015-16.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-Handbook_2015-16.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/substantive.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/bureau
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/pdf/rules.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/1
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-Handbook_2015-16.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-Handbook_2015-16.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/funds-programmes-specialized-agencies-and-others/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/funds-programmes-specialized-agencies-and-others/index.html
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humanitarian assistance programs and serves as a platform for deliberation on humanitarian policies.31 The High-

level Segment includes the AMR, the biennial DCF, and the three-day ministerial review of the High-level Political 

Forum on Sustainable Development.32 The Integration Segment functions to consolidate input on ECOSOC’s work 

of the past year from Member States and other UN organs and to promote the balanced integration of the three 

pillars of sustainable development throughout UN system.33 The Coordination and Management meetings are held in 

July to review the working of ECOSOC’s various subsidiaries and consider the inputs from these segments.34  

ECOSOC has numerous subsidiaries that discharge more particular functions within the Council’s mandate.35 These 

encompass eight Functional Commissions, five Regional Commissions, three Standing Committees, eight expert 

bodies, Ad hoc bodies, and other related bodies, such as the International Narcotics Control Board.36 These 

subsidiary bodies hold their own sessions and their work is reviewed by ECOSOC during its substantive session.37  

Functional Commissions are deliberative bodies that provide insight and recommendations on issues in their areas of 

expertise.38 These include the Commission on Status of Women, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the 

Commission on Population and Development.39 Regional Commissions work to address economic and social issues 

that bear a specific regional focus.40 These Commissions are based on the geographical representation of Member 

States in the Council, such as the Economic Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific.41 Expert Bodies and Standing Committees include appointed experts, usually nominated by the Secretary-

General after consultation with Member States, who specialize in a variety of topics and provide technical 

recommendations to ECOSOC in their areas of expertise.42 Examples include the Committee of Experts on 

International Cooperation in Tax Matters, which has experts on tax policy and tax administration advise Member 

States on issues including tax treaties and tax fraud.43 

ECOSOC is also unique as an organ because of the engagement of numerous non-government stakeholders 

including academics, private sector representatives and over 3,200 non-governmental organizations.44 These 

stakeholders attend major UN conferences and summits and voice their concerns about matters pertaining to the 

economic, social, and environmental spheres.45  

Mandate and Powers  

Article 62 of the Charter of the United Nations (1945) mandates the Council to guide and make recommendations to 

the GA, Member States, and to specialized agencies in the economic, social, and environmental spheres.46 The 

Council may also call international conferences on aforementioned matters that fall within its mandate, enter into 

agreements with other specialized agencies, and consult with non-governmental organizations to fulfill its 

                                                           
31 UN General Assembly, Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the 

Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013. http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1 
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Ibid. 
35 UN Economic and Social Council, Subsidiaries Body of ECOSOC. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/subsidiary-bodies-

ecosoc  
36 Ibid.  
37 UN Dag Hammarskjöld Library, Functional Commissions. http://dagdok.org/en/un-structure/main-bodies/economic-and-

social-council-ecosoc/functional-commissions.html  
38 Ibid.  
39 Ibid. 
40 UN Dag Hammarskjöld Library, Regional Commissions. http://dagdok.org/en/un-structure/main-bodies/economic-and-social-

council-ecosoc/regional-commissions.html  
41 Ibid.  
42 UN Statistics, United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names. 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/default.html  
43 UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax matters. 

http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/tax-committee/about-committee-tax-experts.html  
44 UN Economic and Social Council, About ECOSOC. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/  
45 UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, NGO Branch, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status. 

http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=30 
46 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/1
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/subsidiary-bodies-ecosoc
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/subsidiary-bodies-ecosoc
http://dagdok.org/en/un-structure/main-bodies/economic-and-social-council-ecosoc/functional-commissions.html
http://dagdok.org/en/un-structure/main-bodies/economic-and-social-council-ecosoc/functional-commissions.html
http://dagdok.org/en/un-structure/main-bodies/economic-and-social-council-ecosoc/regional-commissions.html
http://dagdok.org/en/un-structure/main-bodies/economic-and-social-council-ecosoc/regional-commissions.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/default.html
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/tax-committee/about-committee-tax-experts.html
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/
http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=30
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/index.html
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mandate.47 Therefore, the mandate of the Council is broad and includes a large number of the UN’s key priorities, 

including sustainability, education, and humanitarian efforts.48 After the General Assembly adopted resolutions 

61/16 of 9 January 2007 and 68/1 of 20 September 2013, the Council was given the additional responsibility of 

ensuring the implementation of the outcomes of major UN conferences on topics under ECOSOC’s purview, such as 

the UN Conference on Environment and Development of 1992.49  

Following the reforms to its powers, the Council now advises numerous UN agencies on economic, social, and 

environmental topics.50 This includes the annual Partnership Forum, which discusses matters concerning 

international development with a multitude of stakeholders, such as the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and 

cross-sector partnerships.51This Forum broadens the range of people engaging with the Council and helps them 

collaborate on important issues within ECOSOC’s mandate, such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.52 The Council also collaborates with other organizations in the UN system, including the Bretton 

Woods institutions and the World Trade Organization, on issues within its mandate.53 The Council holds special 

meetings to discuss the economic, social and environmental aspects of international emergencies and crises.54 These 

special meetings make recommendations to Member States to help them address such situations.55 These meetings 

also provide a platform for deliberation between stakeholders to plan a course of action to mitigate crises.56 The 

Council called special meetings to address the 2014 Ebola outbreak, Typhoon Haiyan in 2013, and the 2008 global 

food crisis.57  

Recent Work of ECOSOC 

Agenda and Priorities  

The 2016 agenda for the Council includes frameworks for discussing issues such as the economic and social 

repercussions of Israeli occupation in Palestine, reviewing reports from its subsidiaries, mainstreaming a gender 

perspective in the UN system, achieving balanced integration of the three pillars of sustainable development, and the 

prevention and control of non-communicable diseases.58 The Council continues to stress the importance of 

partnership and discussion between various stakeholders in order to achieve the goals set by the GA in resolution 

70/1 on “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.”59 With recent changes in 

climate, the Council has turned its attention towards the effects of such changes on sustainable development, 

especially in vulnerable Member States.60 Following the adoption of GA resolution 70/1, the Council is focused on 

aligning the SDGs to the work of its subsidiaries, including financing sustainable development and ensuring 

development cooperation.61 To ensure that the benefits of sustainable development reach all parts of the world, 

                                                           
47 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2015-16, 2015, p. 138. https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-

Handbook_2015-16.pdf  
48 UN Economic and Social Council, Home. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en 
49 UN General Assembly, Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the 

Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013. http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1; 

UN General Assembly, Strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/61/16), 2007. http://undocs.org/A/RES/61/16;  

UN Economic and Social Council, About ECOSOC. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/about/  
50 UN Economic and Social Council, About ECOSOC. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/  
51 UN Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC Partnership Forum. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/ecosoc-partnerships-forum  
52 Ibid.  
53 UN Economic and Social Council, Mandate. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/amrmandate.shtml  
54 UN Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC Special Meetings on Emergency Situations. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-special-meetings-emergency-situations 
55 Ibid.  
56 Ibid.  
57 Ibid.  
58 UN Economic and Social Council, Provisional agenda (E/2016/1), 2015. http://undocs.org/E/2016/1;  

UN General Assembly, Report of the Economic and Social Council 2015 (A/RES/70/3), 2015. http://undocs.org/A/70/3  
59 UN Economic and Social Council, Partnerships. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/partnerships  
60 UN Economic and Social Council, Making development cooperation on climate change sensitive to the needs of the most 

vulnerable countries, 2016. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/publication/dcf-policy-brief-14-

dc-on-climate-financing.pdf  
61 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1  

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-Handbook_2015-16.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/_securedfiles/MFAT151-UN-Handbook_2015-16.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/1
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/61/16
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/about/
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/ecosoc-partnerships-forum
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/amrmandate.shtml
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-special-meetings-emergency-situations
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2016/1
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/3
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/partnerships
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/publication/dcf-policy-brief-14-dc-on-climate-financing.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/publication/dcf-policy-brief-14-dc-on-climate-financing.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1
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especially developing Member States, a new Financing for Development Forum was created under the Council by 

the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (2015) and endorsed by GA resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on financing for 

development.62 This Forum serves to ensure follow-up to major international conferences on financing for 

development.63  

Meetings and Events  

To ensure implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, the Council’s annual High-level segment, 

held in July, focused on “Implementing the post-2015 agenda: moving from commitments to results.”64 The Council 

continues to host meetings throughout the remainder of its calendar year to discuss topics like the threat of the Zika 

virus, and to convene the DCF and conduct the AMRs.65 The provisional agenda and dates of all subsequent 

meetings for 2017 will be available after the Council holds its organizational session from 28-29 July 2016.66  

Conclusion  

ECOSOC has developed and expanded its work significantly since its creation in 1945.67 It has diversified its reach 

by establishing numerous subsidiaries and expanded its outlook by increasing its membership to ensure equitable 

regional representation.68 With aid from its subsidiary bodies, ECOSOC has encouraged agreement on coherent 

policies in the economic, social, and environmental spheres.69 As it has done every year, the Council will continue to 

work around the universal importance of sustainable development and encourage policies that put into action the 

goals outlined in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.70  

  

                                                           
62 UN Economic and Social Council, Financing for Sustainable Development. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/spring-meeting-of-

ecosoc  
63Ibid.  
64 UN Economic and Social Council, Substantive Sessions. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/substantive-sessions;  

UN Economic and Social Council, Working arrangements for the 2016 session of the Economic and Social Council (E/2016/L.1), 

2015. http://undocs.org/E/2016/L.1  
65 UN Economic and Social Council, Events. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events;  

UN Economic and Social Council, Working arrangements for the 2016 session of the Economic and Social Council (E/2016/L.1), 

2015. http://undocs.org/E/2016/L.1  
66 UN Economic and Social Council, 2016 Organizational session, 2016. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2016/2016-

ecosoc-organizational-session  
67 UN General Assembly, Enlargement of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/2847/(XXVI)), 1971. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/2847(XXVI) 
68 UN Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC About Us. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us 
69 Ibid.  
70 Ibid. 

http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf
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I. Science, Technology, and Innovation for Development 

Innovation is a mindset and an attitude. It means questioning assumptions, rethinking established 

systems and procedures, and introducing new strategies … Science, technology and innovation must 

be a vehicle for inclusion, poverty eradication, and sustainable development. – Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon71  

Introduction 

Sustainable development has evolved to promote the economic and social progress for all people while protecting 

vital natural resources for future generations.72 Although the theoretical framework for sustainable development was 

first introduced at the United Nations (UN) Conference on the Human Environment 1972, it was not until the World 

Commission on the Environment and Development published a report titled “Our Common Future,” later referred to 

as the “Brundtland Report” (A/42/427), where the term sustainable development was first defined.73 The UN 

General Assembly (GA) adopted the “Brundtland Report” (A/42/427) on 4 August 1987, referring to sustainable 

development as “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.”74 Since the report was adopted, sustainable development has evolved and now 

includes three interconnected pillars: environmental protection, economic development, and social equality.75  

Science, technology and innovation (STI) has become increasingly important in a world more dependent on 

technology than ever before as it enables creative solutions to complex technological problems that political, social, 

and economic infrastructure alone have been unable to address.76 The report of the Secretary-General (E/2013/54) 

on “Science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, for promoting sustainable development and 

achieving the Millennium Development Goals” defines each pillar of STI: “science is the creation of new 

knowledge; technology is the application of knowledge … and innovation is the allocation of technology.”77 

Currently, 2.7% of the combined total gross domestic product (GDP) of North America is used for research and 

development purposes, while in Africa, only 0.4% of total GDP is used for research and development.78 Between the 

developed and the developing world, similar imbalances exist in regards to women working in the STI field, internet 

distribution, and engineers capable of updating and maintaining infrastructure.79 STI has the capability to address 

issues ranging from delivery mechanisms for more affordable medical and social services in remote areas to 

addressing the world’s dependency on fossil fuels.80 The effective application of STI necessitates taking into 

account international perspectives, bridging the technological divide, incorporating local needs, and enabling 

connectivity to digital platforms.81 The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) can act as a “torch-bearer” for 

                                                           
71 United Nations, Secretary-General’s Remarks to Multi-Stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the 

Sustainable Development Goals, 6 June 2016, http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9772  
72 Drexhage & Murphy, Sustainable Development: From Brundtland to Rio 2012 (GSP1-6), 2010, p. 6. 

http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-

6_Background%20on%20Sustainable%20Devt.pdf  
73 Ibid., p. 6-7. 
74 UN General Assembly, Development and International Economic Co-operation: Note by the Secretary-General (A/42/427), 

1987, p. 54. http://undocs.org/A/42/427  
75 UN General Assembly, The future we want (A/RES/66/288), 2012, p. 3. http://undocs.org/A/RES/66/288  
76 UN General Assembly, Development and International Economic Co-operation: Note by the Secretary-General (A/42/427), 

1987, p. 14. http://undocs.org/A/42/427 
77 UN Economic and Social Council, Science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, for promoting sustainable 

development and achieving the Millennium Development Goals: Report of the Secretary-General (E/2013/54), 2013, p. 

3. http://undocs.org/E/2013/54  
78 United Nations, TST Issues Brief: Science, Technology and Innovation, Knowledge-sharing and Capacity-building, p. 1. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2081Science%20Tech%20Issues%20Brief_Final_14_Oct.pd

f 
79 Ibid. 
80 UN Economic and Social Council, Science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, for promoting sustainable 

development and achieving the Millennium Development Goals: Report of the Secretary-General (E/2013/54), 2013. 

http://undocs.org/E/2013/54 
81 Ibid. 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/42/427
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/42/427
http://undocs.org/E/2013/54
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9772
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background%20on%20Sustainable%20Devt.pdf
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background%20on%20Sustainable%20Devt.pdf
http://undocs.org/A/42/427
http://undocs.org/A/RES/66/288
http://undocs.org/A/42/427
http://undocs.org/E/2013/54
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2081Science%20Tech%20Issues%20Brief_Final_14_Oct.pdf
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promoting the effective application of STI policies that can have a tremendous impact on sustainable development 

across the world.82  

International Framework 

The UN Conference on the Human Environment, also known as the Stockholm Conference, was held in 1972 and 

was the precursor defining the three pillars of sustainable development.83 With a heavy focus on environmental 

issues, the 1972 report of the UN Conference on the Human Environment recognized the importance of social and 

economic well-being in order to “embrace all aspects of the human environment.”84 A decade later, on 28 October 

1982, the GA adopted resolution 37/7 on the “World Charter of Nature,” which formally embraced the importance 

of protecting the environment while noting the importance social, economic, and political frameworks to protect the 

environment for the preservation of all life on earth.85 Ten years later, Agenda 21: A Programme of Action for 

Sustainable Development (1992) was adopted in Rio de Janeiro at the UN Conference on Environment and 

Development (Rio+10).86 Agenda 21 (1992) formally recognizes that addressing challenges of sustainable 

development require Member States to pursue socioeconomic interests through “the wider application of knowledge 

[and] promoting technological innovation.”87 

The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (2002) (JPOI) was adopted at the follow-up conference to Rio+10 in 

2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).88 The JPOI not only renewed the world’s 

commitment to the ideals expressed in Agenda 21 (1992), but also formally introduced the application of STI’s and 

information communication technologies (ICTs) to promote sustainable development.89 ICT is used to describe any 

application or device used for communication.90 JPOI recognized that ICTs can act as a catalyst for social, 

economic, and environmental growth through the “equitable sharing of benefits” brought by the application and 

allocation of knowledge and technology.91 Furthermore, JPOI indicates that the transfer of knowledge – commonly 

through ICTs – can have positive social and economic impacts on Member States attempting to act upon the three 

pillars of sustainable development.92  

The former Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) acted as an international framework for sustainable 

development where the use of STIs provided Member States the opportunity to “’leapfrog’ intermediate 

development stages” by promoting growth in all pillars of sustainable development.93 The successor to the MDGs – 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by General Assembly resolution 70/1 on “Transforming our 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” emphasized the utility of STIs to achieving sustainable 

development through the “leapfrog” approach.94 Among the 17 goals, SDG 17 in particular, entitled, “Strengthen the 

means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development” exemplifies that STI 

                                                           
82 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1), 2015, p. 26. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1  
83 UN Environment Programme, Recommendations for action at the international level, 1972. 

http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=97&ArticleID=1506&l=en  
84 Ibid. 
85 UN General Assembly, World Charter of Nature (A/RES/37/7), 1982. http://undocs.org/A/RES/37/7  
86 UN Conference on Environment and Development, Agenda 21, 14 June 1992. 

https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf&embedded

=true  
87 UN General Assembly, World Charter of Nature (A/RES/37/7), 1982, p. 70, 150. http://undocs.org/A/RES/37/7 
88 United Nations, Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (A/CONF.199/20), 2002. 

http://undocs.org/A/CONF.199/20 
89 Ibid. 
90 United Nations, World Youth Report 2003: The global solution of young people (ST/ESA/287), 2004, p. 311. 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/worldyouthreport.pdf  
91 United Nations, Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (A/CONF.199/20), 2002 p. 48, 126. 

http://undocs.org/A/CONF.199/20 
92 Ibid. 
93 UN Economic and Social Council, “Science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, for promoting sustainable 

development and achieving the Millennium Development Goals” for the 2013 Annual Ministerial Review: Report of the 

Secretary-General, 2013, p. 3. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/adv2013/13_amr_sg_report.pdf  
94 United Nations, The Millennium Development Goals Report 2015, 2015, p. 68. 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2015_MDG_Report/pdf/MDG%202015%20rev%20(July%201).pdf  

http://undocs.org/A/RES/37/7
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf
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http://undocs.orga/RES/70/1
http://undocs.orga/RES/70/1
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=97&ArticleID=1506&l=en
http://undocs.org/A/RES/37/7
https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf&embedded=true
https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf&embedded=true
http://undocs.org/A/RES/37/7
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has the ability to positively promote the achievement of the SDGs.95 SDG 17 includes 19 targets grouped in the 

areas of finance, technology, capacity-building, trade, and systematic issues specifically.96 Targets 17.6-17.8 discuss 

the role of STI for development, capacity-building to promote technological innovation, and bridging the 

technological divide between developed and developing Member States.97 SDG 17 further emphasizes the need for 

international cooperation when accessing STIs as well as operationalizing a “technology bank” and various 

capacity-building mechanisms targeted at the worlds least developed Member States by 2017.98  

Based upon the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (2015) and formalized under General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 21 

October 2015, the Technology Facilitation Mechanism (TFM) was established for the very purpose of monitoring 

and evaluating the UN system in the implementation of STIs within the SDGs.99 The purpose of the TFM is to 

“[enhance] synergy and efficiency, in particular to enhance capacity-building initiatives” around STIs, the SDGs, 

and the UN system.100 The mechanism composed of 10 members from the private sector, civil society, and scientific 

community holds a multi-stakeholder conference on STI and the SDGs and hosts an online platform to collaborate 

on lessons learned and best practices in the STI field.101 

ECOSOC adopted resolution 2015/27 on “Science, technology, and innovation for development” that recommends 

STI considerations for the UN system be addressed before the adoption of the SDGs.102 The resolution focuses 

heavily on all three pillars of sustainable development and capacity-building and promotes strengthening national, 

regional, and international collaboration mechanisms.103 The Council recommended the creation of a “mapping 

system to review and share technology outcomes, including pilot projects, with other Member States” that would be 

cross-cutting in nature to encompass all areas of sustainable development and STI initiatives while promoting 

greater international collaboration.104  

Role of ECOSOC and the International System 

During the 2015 Annual Ministerial Review, ECOSOC discussed the role of STI in sustainable development, noting 

its cross-cutting nature across all dimensions of sustainable development and the need for all policy 

recommendations to consider STI incorporation.105 ECOSOC also explained how ICT, technology, and the Internet 

can be used to make data more accessible, and how technology is “giving rise to a new reality of interdependence in 

today’s world.”106 Many of these overarching themes put forward by ECOSOC came at the recommendation of the 

Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) – a subsidiary body of ECOSOC responsible for 

overseeing STI.107  

CSTD held its annual session in May 2016, recommending that Member States adopt more localized approaches 

when creating STI mechanisms for economic development, expand ICT infrastructure, and strengthen collaboration 

                                                           
95 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1), 2015, p. 26. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1 
96 Ibid. 
97 Ibid. 
98 Ibid., p. 30. 
99 Ibid. 
100 Ibid. 
101 United Nations, Draft Terms of Reference: Independent Technical Assessment for Development of an On-line Platform as part 

of the Technology Facilitation Mechanism, 2016, p. 1. 
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102 UN Economic and Social Council, Science, technology and innovation for development (E/RES/2015/27), 2015. 

http://undocs.org/E/RES/2015/27 
103 Ibid. 
104 Ibid. 
105 UN Economic and Social Council, Managing the transition from the Millennium Development Goals to the sustainable 

development goals: what it will take: Report of the Secretary-General (E/2015/68), 2015, p. 23. 

http://undocs.org/E/2015/68  
106 Ibid. 
107 United Nations, Mandate and Institutional Background, 2013. http://unctad.org/en/Pages/CSTD/CSTD-Mandate.aspx 
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between Member States and the UN system.108 The theme for the 2016 session of CSTD is “smart cities and 

infrastructure” and “foresight for digital development.”109 Specific recommendations discuss the development of 

ICT infrastructure, including “efforts to bring 1.5 billion new Internet users online by 2020.”110 Recurring themes of 

education and collaboration are echoed throughout the Commission’s recommendations while noting that innovation 

and effective government policies that incorporate ICTs can have an impact on alleviating poverty and closing the 

gender gap.111  

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has also addressed the importance 

of STI, primarily in revising national policies to address issues of international cooperation, global connectivity, and 

the disconnect between user groups.112 Furthermore, UNESCO publishes the Science Report every five years to 

explain the complexities of STIs through a comparative analysis of specific Member States and regional blocs.113 

The 2015 report analyzed the impact of STI and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development while discussing the 

cross-cutting issues of connectivity and gender in STI.114 

Multiple civil society organizations (CSOs), governmental organizations, and other international organizations have 

contributed to STI, including the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).115 The goal of 

the OECD is to “promote policies that will improve the economic and social well-being of people around the 

world.”116 The OECD develops policies related to STI by examining barriers to policy implantation through STI 

indicators, access to STI education, investment in knowledge, firm specific training, and access to a digital 

economy, among other topics.117 The OECD partners with the World Bank to review existing policies of Member 

States and to support projects that aim to address the barriers of STI implementation for development.118 The OECD 

focuses heavily on SDG 17 in providing policy recommendations for financial frameworks to address issues of food 

security, illicit cash flows, and clean energy.119 Similar to the ECOSOC recommendation of creating a “mapping” 

mechanism, the OECD has established the Knowledge Sharing Alliance (KSA), which is a coalition of governments 

engaged in dialogue around the three pillars of sustainable development and STI.120 Acting as a forum for the 

creation of knowledge, KSA has adopted multiple initiatives to provide input to the UN system, CSOs, and 

governments to contribute to achieving the SDGs.121  

Key Issues 

                                                           
108 UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development, CSTD 19th Annual Session Draft Resolution on Science, 
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ilibrary.org/docserver/download/0116031e.pdf?expires=1465620817&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7C7FB504C

D4EB59B929ECD5B715C8FEC  
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Technology Gap  

The Secretary-General’s report (E/2013/54) of 18 April 2013 indicates that advancing technology requires open 

collaboration and transfer of knowledge between Member States, civil society, and the private sector.122 The 

application of STI can aid in achieving sustainable development, but it can also have a profound impact 

intergenerational public issues that are a barrier for sustainable development.123 Advancements in technology can 

help eradicate disease, restrain conflict, mitigate the effects of global warming, and much more.124 The international 

community has reaffirmed that knowledge is a public good, and therefore something that individuals cannot be 

excluded from.125 However, there are barriers that limit access to knowledge and the infrastructure necessary to 

apply certain knowledge.126 Barriers to accessing and applying knowledge affect all Member States; developing 

Member States lack basic education and infrastructure to utilize STI opportunities readily available to developed 

Member States, yet a lack of investment in technology development also limits the continued evolution of STI in 

developed Member States.127 Understanding the dynamic between application and education is necessary to close 

the technology gap.128 For example, a majority of African states publish fewer than 10 academic journal articles in 

the field of STI per year, while industrialized, developed states publish over 410,000 academic articles per year.129 

Access to higher education and funding for STI research and development is much lower in developing Member 

States than in developed Member States.130 For example, the United States of America promotes education, research 

and development, but the federal government provides only 22.1% of funding for technological development; civil 

society and the private sector are the primary funders of technological development in the United States.131  

The technology gap can be addressed in terms of access to STI knowledge as well as in terms of technological 

infrastructure. ICT infrastructure between Member States and between rural and urban areas within Member States 

is not equally distributed.132 Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon describes the commercialization gap as ICT 

infrastructure that is unequally distributed due to contributing factors from education, technological capacities, and 

legal systems of Member States.133 Many developing Member States do not commonly have the infrastructure to 

create new technologies, train workers to operate existing technology, or develop policies and programs to support 

ICT development.134 Education, research and development, and ICT’s are all knowledge-based mechanisms that 

complement each other and are necessary to bridge the commercialization gap.135  
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Disconnect Between User Groups 

In order to utilize STI for sustainable development, policymakers must recognize the specific needs of Member 

States rather than creating blanket policies that attempt to address all aspects of the technology gap.136 As 

developing Member States generally do not have the infrastructure to effectively apply STI mechanisms to their own 

needs, they often rely on policymakers and technology experts to provide them with industry-specific parameters.137 

Lack of financial and technical assistance prevents many Member States from developing and implementing STI 

policies.138 When Member States aid in the implementation of policies, common shortfalls – as well as best practices 

– come to light, highlighting possible areas of improvement to bridge the technological divide and ensure issues 

faced by STI user groups are being properly addressed.139 However, there is a disconnect between these two STI 

user groups – those in developed and developing Member States - in that the knowledge, systems of applications, 

and values being provided to the STI users and populations.140 An example of this is in the agriculture industry of 

developing Member States. It is estimated that there will need to be a 70% increase in agricultural food production 

by 2050 simply to keep up with growing world population, even excluding existing issues of undernourishment.141 

Many farmers in rural communities in developing Member States recognize the need for better agricultural 

equipment, nutrition and product delivery, and policy recommendations to improve current food production 

outputs.142  

An additional challenge that Member States are facing is the gender gap; only 27% of the world’s STI researchers 

are women.143 This gender gap exacerbates the existing disparities between user groups and policymakers as many 

intergenerational issues require gender inclusivity.144 There is a low percentage of women working directly in the 

field of STI, but an even lower percentage of women being educated in the field of science and technology.145 While 

ECOSOC recommended the use of mentorship programs to increase women’s participation in STI, many women do 

not find this an effective way to access STI knowledge in rural areas, especially when there is no established 

framework for such a mentorship program.146 Moreover, cultural stigmas often inhibit such programs from being 

established and the role of culture in the success of a mentorship program or policy is often underestimated.147 

Cultural diversity should be used to understand the specific needs of a community to create policies that will 

successfully promote women’s inclusion in sustainable development.148  
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Enabling Connectivity 

The ability for a Member State to meet all three pillars of sustainable development is reliant on the participation of 

populations in STI mechanisms.149 In order for populations to participate in STI initiatives, they need to be 

empowered to not only receive social and economic benefits, but also have access to digital technologies.150 The 

World Bank estimates that in the least developed Member States, about 8.6 out of one hundred people use the 

Internet, compared to 83 out of one hundred people in developed Member States.151 Due to a lack of international 

collaboration on best practices and shortfalls in STI and ICT policy, least developed Member States require support 

to develop infrastructure and national policies to empower their populations in these areas.152 This propitiates the 

technological divide and disconnect between user groups.153 The Secretary-General’s report E/2013/54 of 18 April 

2013 indicates that “collaboration can result in innovation” and that increased connectivity – such as through the 

Internet – can enhance the speed of this process.154 Initiatives including the “mapping system” proposed by 

ECOSOC can directly address this issue.155 Although this system has just been proposed, its goal is to “review and 

share technology foresight outcomes”, such as pilot projects, between Member States while collaborating with civil 

society and STI professionals.156 This “mapping mechanism” could be used to explore new technology in 

telecommunications, which is widely utilized in developing Member States, to promote connectivity and access to 

the Internet.157 However, enabling connectivity to technological systems is often intertwined with education and 

economic prosperity.158 Greater international collaboration on STI issues is necessary to overcome barriers to access 

technological systems.159 This includes improvements in governance and a strengthened human resources base that t 

would aid in developing STI skills, foster relationships between user groups, and develop policies coherent with 

established international frameworks.160  

In a recent case study conducted in Vietnam, the OECD and the World Bank recommended improvements in 

governance and a strengthened human resources base that together would aid in developing STI skills, foster 

relationships between user groups, and develop policies coherent with established international frameworks.161 With 

approximately 48.3 of out one hundred people using the Internet in Vietnam, there is a large section of the 

population that can benefit from Internet connectivity, which is fundamental for developing STI skills.162 The case 

study revealed that Vietnam’s innovation system has low levels of sophistication, infrastructure deficiencies, and 

low levels of productivity.163 The study found that through international cooperation and increased connectivity to 

the Internet, Vietnam would be able to increase its level of sophistication, infrastructure, and productivity while 
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empowering its population to be comfortable in a digital world.164 Increased connectivity fosters direct social, 

economic, and environmental benefits for both developing and developed Member States, although the benefits may 

not be immediately apparent for all.165 

Conclusion 

Due to a globalized world that is becoming more dependent on technology to solve contemporary issues, it is vital to 

create an environment where STI can flourish to support development.166 It is the responsibility of the international 

community to provide a universal framework for integrating STI policies at a national level, while it is the 

responsibility of Member States to promote the adoption STI, recognize the needs of their populations, and empower 

STI user groups to prosper.167 It is vital that policies are implemented effectively at the international level that 

address the technological divide and the needs of user groups to ensure they are suitable for Member States.168 By 

acting as the “torch-bearer” for STI for sustainable development, ECOSOC welcomes the SDGs and recognizes the 

role of STI solving the worlds more complex developmental challenges.169 

 Considering the wide variety of actors (Member States, regional and international organizations, civil 

society organizations, private sector, scientific professionals), how can collaboration mechanisms be 

structured to ensure equal participation and implementation of STI policies?  

 How can Member States improve the dialogue between user groups and STI professionals, particularly 

in rural communities, to ensure the needs of the community are being addressed?  

 With telecommunications services being readily available across Member States, how can increased 

access to the Internet decrease the disconnect between user groups and promote effective implantation 

of STI policies?  

 How can Member States ensure STI policy are tailored to the specific needs of user groups while 

balancing the dynamic between education, economic prosperity, and technological innovation? 
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II. Strengthening International Cooperation in Addressing the Smuggling of Migrants 

“Criminal traffickers and smugglers take advantage of the weak and the vulnerable, offering them 

hopes for a better future, while exposing them to abuse and exploitation… Effective action in this 

crucial area requires a comprehensive approach that confronts the underlying issues of migration 

and development, especially those related to poverty.” –Yury Fedotov170 

Introduction 

A greater challenge exists today in addressing the large movement of migrants than at any other time in modern 

history; the world now hosts an estimated 232 million migrants.171 With the effects climate change, failing 

economies, and conflict forcing many to flee, individuals are making the difficult choice to leave behind their home, 

family and friends in order to seek safety and security.172 Unfortunately, due to limited national migration policies 

and minimal access to legal assistance, many migrants choose to endure perilous journeys that can involve being 

smuggled in order to escape their homes.173 

The Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air (2000) (referred to as the Smuggling of 

Migrants Protocol) defines migrant smuggling as “the procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a 

financial or other material benefit, of the illegal entry of a person into a State Party of which the person is not a 

national or a permanent resident.”174 Even though migrants accept the possible risk associated with being smuggled, 

many experience a range of abuses, including human trafficking, exploitation, and possibly death due to difficult 

conditions experienced while being smuggled.175 The smuggling of migrants can lead to irregular migration, which 

involves the illegal entry, overstaying, and unauthorized work of migrants.176 Further, there are potential risks 

security risks and governance challenges, if governments are unable to control and monitor borders.177 The 

smuggling of migrants also continues to financially benefit smugglers while placing considerably high risk onto the 

smuggled migrants, thus making the activity lucrative for smugglers, despite the risks.178 The smuggling of migrants 

has resulted in over $150 million in revenue for smugglers in north, east, and west Africa smuggling migrants into 

Europe.179  

While there are legal instruments prohibiting the smuggling of migrants, there are significant gaps in 

implementation of the existing legal framework. In order to address the ongoing prevalence of smuggling, the 

international community should consider the impact of organized crime in smuggling humans and conversely, the 
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way in which smuggling is a means through which groups are able to finance their other illicit activities.180 

Addressing this issue will require greater cooperation and collaboration amongst law enforcement and border 

control entities within Member States, as well as at a regional level.181 Finally, while taking measures to combat 

human smuggling, it is important that the respect for and protection of human rights remain a central guiding 

principle in policy and practice.182  

International Framework 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) (UDHR) was the first of many key instruments adopted by the 

United Nations (UN) to define and protect fundamental human rights.183 Articles 1, 3, 4, and 5 expand on the 

inalienable rights to liberty and dignity, and to be free from cruel or degrading treatment.184 The Protocol Against 

the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against 

Transnational Organized Crime (2000) was created in order to provide a legal framework for Member States to 

“halt the smuggling of migrants in all of its forms”, while also addressing the concerns of human rights and safety of 

migrants who are being smuggled.185 The framework works to outline key legislation to criminalize smugglers while 

protecting migrants who have been smuggled.186  

In order to reinforce the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol (2000), the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

initiated the Model Law against the Smuggling of Migrants.187 The model law is meant to enhance existing legal 

frameworks in the criminalization of smugglers, protect migrants, authorize officers in addressing suspected 

smugglers, and promote cooperation between Member States to support the protocol’s implementation.188 The 

instrument also includes provisions to ensure the non-refoulement of migrants is upheld when found in the process 

of smuggling or irregular migration.189  

On 20 December 2012, the he General Assembly (GA) adopted resolution 67/172 on “Protection of Migrants,” 

which focuses on issues of human rights abuses faced by migrants, such as xenophobia, discrimination due to race 

or origin, and recognizing the fundamental freedoms of migrants.190 This resolution also recognizes the sovereign 

right of Member States to enact strong border controls and counter-terrorism operations while being aligned with the 

principles of security, protection, and adequate standards of living that are emphasized in UDHR.191  

On 14 September 2014, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) adopted resolution 2014/23 on “Strengthening 

international cooperation in addressing the smuggling of migrants,” and repeatedly highlights the need for 

coordination between international and regional organizations.192 The resolution focuses on dialogue between 

Member States and organizations in addressing how to halt the flow of migrant smuggling by utilizing information 

provided by organizations such as the International Police Organization (INTERPOL).193 To combat the increase in 

trafficking of persons that can occur when persons are smuggled, ECOSOC adopted resolution 2015/23 of 11 
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September 2015 titled, “Implementation of the United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in 

Persons.”194 This resolution calls on Member States to implement existing instruments to combat the smuggling of 

persons and to increase the provision resources to support programs working towards this goal.195 

Role of ECOSOC and the International System 

As one of the key bodies within the UN framework that coordinates efforts and forms partnerships with international 

organizations, ECOSOC plays a significant role in addressing the issue of smuggling migrants.196 During the 2016 

session Humanitarian Affairs segment of the ECOSOC, a high-level panel on forced displacement included 

discussions on the smuggling of migrants, carrying the momentum of the World Humanitarian Summit (WHS).197 

Furthermore, ECOSOC coordinates programmes and campaigns pertaining to smuggled migrants with the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ). 

UNICEF is partnering with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to implement a joint initiative by the 

UNODC and the European Union (EU), “Global Action to Prevent Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of 

Migrants.”198 The overall aim of the initiative is to assist Member States that are popular host, transition, or 

destination states for trafficking and smuggled migrants by developing “comprehensive national counter-trafficking 

and counter-smuggling responses.”199 In 2016, the CCPCJ signed an Agreement on Cooperation with INTERPOL to 

continue cooperation and develop a more effective action against migrant smuggling.200  

The Bali Process, a regional working group and forum for Member States, works alongside UNODC, UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the IOM, and over 48 Member States in addressing key concerns specific to 

trafficking and people smuggling.201 A key measure resulting from the 2006 Review of the Bali Process updated the 

Bali Process Strategy for Cooperation, focusing on reducing irregular migration, combating of smuggled persons, 

and mitigating the reach of transnational organized crime (TOC).202 The Sixth Ministerial Conference of the Bali 

Process on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime was convened on 23 March 

2016 in order to further emphasize key aspects founded from the first conference in 2002.203 The conference focused 

on effectively raising regional awareness of the repercussions in people smuggling, trafficking of persons, and TOC 

through the Bali Process Strategy for Cooperation Update.204  

Key Issues  

Addressing the Link between Migrant Smuggling and Transnational Organized Crime 

The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000) (UNTOC) defines transnational 

organized crime as a group of three or more persons, existing for a period of time and acting in concert with the aim 

of committing one of more serious crimes or offences established in accordance with this Convention, in order to 
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obtain a financial or other material benefits.”205 TOC and human smuggling varies differently from TOC and human 

trafficking, particularly in terms of profit, occurrence across borders, and victimization.206 There is an element of 

consent that exists for those who are smuggled that does not exist for those who are trafficked.207 While the 

exploitative nature of the smuggled migrant may be for a short period of time, trafficked victims often face ongoing 

exploitation.208 The mode, operation, and profit of smuggled migrants are similar to those of trafficked victims.209 

Though smuggling occurs transnationally, trafficking can occur domestically and within a single region.210 

The demand for smugglers grows due to migrants fleeing their homelands from economic hardships, climate change, 

or conflict zones in search of greater educational and social opportunities also increasing opportunities for smugglers 

to profit.211 Many regions, particularly in Africa have become major zones for people smuggling, with two major 

routes feeding the demand into Europe and south to North America.212 The two major routes alone project a profit of 

$6.75 billion a year in revenue alone for criminals, making the total global revenue even higher.213  

TOC groups that commit human smuggling are often involved in other types of crime.214 There are reports that 

human smugglers may use the migrants they are smuggling, as well as the various modes of transportation, to 

smuggle illegal narcotics into other Member States.215 For TOCs not conducting narcotic and migrant smuggling , 

there is a feedback effect from groups that are involved in both activities.216 For example, some of the most powerful 

drug cartels operating on the Mexican border with the United States of America have included migrant smuggling in 

their activities.217 These larger cartels have an advantage in smuggling, due to the resources they have as a result of 

drug trafficking enterprises.218 Conversely, the inclusion of migrant smuggling in addition to drug trafficking 

expands these organization’s strong control over particular border regions.219 Criminal organizations may also use 

the revenue earned from migrant smuggling for other illegal enterprises, including arms trafficking and other 

criminal or terrorist activities.220  

The international community and individual Member States have put forward legal instruments and policies to 

combat the smuggling of TOCs, but many smugglers have adapted to and bypassed these measures.221 Some 

networks have reacted to increased border checks by improving the quality of forged documents, indirectly 

supporting the growth and expansion of other illegal industries.222 Efforts to target smuggling operations have led 

these groups to raise fees for smuggling, further exploiting desperate migrants while increasing the earnings of these 

criminal enterprises.223 Independent measures to target the smuggling of migrants by TOCs will have limited 
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effectiveness in stemming the tide of illegal migration.224 In order to adequately address this problem, international, 

regional, and domestic policymakers and law enforcement bodies should consider more collaborative efforts to 

target TOCs on multiple fronts.225 Specifically, ECOSOC resolution 2014/23 calls for states to increase their 

investigations into the finances of suspected criminal enterprises and to promote greater information sharing on 

networks that operate between Member States.226 

Strengthening Policy and Enforcement to Combat Migrant Smuggling 

One of the many concerns resulting from the smuggling of migrants is irregular migration and the issues of national 

security, counter-terrorism, and border control.227 Irregular migration is often perceived as a threat as many Member 

States correlate and group irregular migrants with criminal activities.228 Some of these criminal activities include 

drug trafficking, money-laundering, and terrorism.229 This inability to register and document migrants entering and 

leaving Members States adds to the concerns of insecurity because of associated criminal activities and terrorism.230  

Many Member States have begun tightening border security and patrolling bodies of water in order to mitigate the 

smuggling of migrants and to minimize the significant casualties among migrants.231 In the Mediterranean region 

alone, over 2,443 migrant deaths has been officially recorded for 2016 so far.232 However, research has shown that 

methods of border security have not hindered the flow or demand for migrant smuggling.233 In fact, increased 

monitoring at key border checkpoints has diversified the number of smuggling points along many borders, resulting 

in more dangerous smuggling practices and the proliferation of the number of smuggling routes.234  

While the causes of migration stem from various sources including poor economic opportunities, conflict, and 

discrimination and harassment within origin Member States, many migrants face insurmountable obstacles to legal 

migrations, causing many to choose smuggling as the only viable option.235 It has been recognized that while border 

policies and enforcement is essential to the safety of Member States, current practices have not reduced the growing 

rate of migrant smuggling into Europe and the Americas.236  

One way to address the demand for migrant smuggling is to provide more avenues towards legal entry and 

citizenship for migrants, thereby reducing demand for smuggling. 237 ECOSOC resolution 2014/23 (2014) calls 

increased training of law enforcement agents to better identify signs of migrant smuggling, developed through 

information sharing by Member States on best practices.238 Another key measure in enabling synergy between 

                                                           
224 UN Office on Drugs and Crime, Let’s put organized crime out of business: what’s being done and how you can help, 2016. 

https://www.unodc.org/toc/en/whatsbeingdone.html 
225 Ibid.  
226 UN Economic and Social Council, Strengthening international cooperation in addressing the smuggling of migrants 

(E/RES/2014/23), 2014. https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/UN_Documents/69th_Session/N1450602.pdf  
227 International Council on Human Rights Policy, Irregular Migration, Migrant Smuggling and Human Rights: Towards 

Coherence 2010, 2010. http://www.ichrp.org/files/reports/56/122_report_en.pdf 
228 UN Office on Drugs and Crime, Migrant Smuggling FAQs, 2016. https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/faqs-

migrant-smuggling.html  
229 Ibid. 
230 International Council on Human Rights Policy, Irregular Migration, Migrant Smuggling and Human Rights: Towards 

Coherence 2010, 2010. http://www.ichrp.org/files/reports/56/122_report_en.pdf 
231 International Organization for Migration, Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals in 2016, 2016. 

https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-2016-204311-deaths-2443 
232 Ibid. 
233 UN Office on Drugs and Crime, Smuggling of Migrants: A Global Review and Annotated Bibliography of Recent 

Publications, 2011, p. 87. https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Migrant-

Smuggling/Smuggling_of_Migrants_A_Global_Review.pdf 
234 Ibid., p. 87. 
235 UN General Assembly, Report of the Secretary-General: International migration and development (A/68/190), 2013. 

http://www.un.org/esa/population/migration/SG_Report_A_68_190.pdf  
236 UN Office on Drugs and Crime, Toolkit to Combat Smuggling of Migrants, 2010. https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-

trafficking/SOM_Toolkit_E-book_english_Combined.pdf 
237 Ibid. 
238 UN Economic and Social Council, Strengthening international cooperation in addressing the smuggling of migrants 

(E/RES/2014/23), 2014. https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/UN_Documents/69th_Session/N1450602.pdf 

https://www.unodc.org/toc/en/whatsbeingdone.html
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/UN_Documents/69th_Session/N1450602.pdf
http://www.ichrp.org/files/reports/56/122_report_en.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/faqs-migrant-smuggling.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/faqs-migrant-smuggling.html
http://www.ichrp.org/files/reports/56/122_report_en.pdf
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-2016-204311-deaths-2443
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Migrant-Smuggling/Smuggling_of_Migrants_A_Global_Review.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Migrant-Smuggling/Smuggling_of_Migrants_A_Global_Review.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/population/migration/SG_Report_A_68_190.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/SOM_Toolkit_E-book_english_Combined.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/SOM_Toolkit_E-book_english_Combined.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/UN_Documents/69th_Session/N1450602.pdf


 

 

22 

organizations and Member States for greater border security includes greater dialogue and cooperation between 

regional enforcement agencies, such as INTERPOL, and information sharing groups.239 This aids in providing more 

effective use and distribution of information and enforcement when needed in a timely manner.240 

Human Rights Abuses 

While by definition smuggled migrants consent to being transported despite the associated danger, many migrants 

are subject to serious human rights abuses by smugglers.241 The experiences of migrants in these situations are often 

demeaning, with migrants lacking access to basic rights and having to risk their lives during the journey.242 In order 

to remain concealed while crossing international borders, migrants travel in over-capacity vehicles with no food or 

water, or on unreliable sea vessels that are filled beyond capacity and unsuitable for dangerous journeys across open 

water.243 

In addition to the dangers faced under these circumstances, migrants may also experience torture, physical and 

sexual abuse, and psychological trauma through their ordeals.244 When smuggling is carried out by drug cartels, 

there is a noticeable increase in the rate of abuse committed against migrants.245 Women are particularly vulnerable 

to abuse and sexual violence and exploitation.246 Some migrants become victims of trafficking by smugglers when 

the incentive to profit from the trafficking is greater than the price migrants pay to be smuggled.247 Children are also 

especially vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.248 This vulnerability is significantly increased when children and 

youth are forced to travel alone due to the high cost of smuggling for an entire family.249 This creates opportunities 

in which children become exploited or abuse and could become trafficked victims in the process.250  

The illegal status of migrants within host Member States makes it difficult to combat these abuses and prosecute 

those responsible.251 Migrants who have faced abuses during their journey or continue to face exploitation by 

smugglers have little recourse and often refrain from reporting such crimes, believing that they will likely be 

deported once their status is discovered.252 In cases where smugglers are prosecuted, migrants are often excluded 

from the formal process, preventing them from seeking legal redress for their experiences.253 Conversely, when 

migrants are placed at the center of criminal trials as witnesses, there is a lack of adequate protection for themselves 

or for their relatives, some of who may be outside of the host state.254 

In order to prevent the re-victimization and re-traumatization of migrants who have suffered abuse, Member States 

should consider adopting policies that uphold the dignity and rights of smuggled migrants, particularly especially 
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vulnerable groups including women and children, as detailed in ECOSOC resolution 2014/23.255 Law enforcement 

and border agents may also need enhanced training and protocols to be properly informed of migrant rights and 

ensure they are properly cared for when in custody or detention facilities.256 Member states may also consider 

partnering with civil society to supporting migrant’s access to legal resources and support groups for abused 

persons.257 

Conclusion  

Greater coordination between Member States, regional and international organizations, and civil society is needed to 

provide improved resources and policies to address the problem of migrant smuggling.258 To combat the smuggling 

of migrants, it is important to consider the relationship between migrant smuggling and other forms of transnational 

organized crime to ensure a holistic and comprehensive response and to effectively target those responsible.259 

Greater cooperation between border agencies and law enforcement entities may help reduce the number of smuggled 

migrants, but the international community should consider social and migration policies as part of a comprehensive 

and long-term approach.260 While migrants may be considered illegal migrants by their host states, it is imperative 

everything is done to uphold the rights of migrants, particularly as many have experience a host of abuses and 

violations as result of migration.261  

 What can governments do individually, regionally, and internationally in addressing the underlying 

causes of migration?  

 How can existing measures be improved upon to address transnational crime in driving the movement 

of migrants?  

 What measures should be taken to addressing the security concerns of Member States? 
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