
Lesson 1.6
Mean, Median, Mode 
and Range

Goals
· To find the mean, median, mode, 
and range.
· To make stem-and-leaf plots.



Vocabulary
Measures of Central Tendency:











Let's say you earned an 82% on your unit 1 exam and 57% 
on your unit 2 exam.

1.) What is your average unit exam score so far?

2.) Since you do not have credit you now want to figure 
out what the minimum score you need to earn in order 
to average a 70% on all three exams.  Use the formula 
for mean to determine your answer.



Stem and Leaf Plots

Picking 10 NHS staff members at 
random, their ages are 38, 32, 27, 
40, 41, 52, 44, 62, 34, and 36.  
Make a stem and leaf plot. 

Let's make stem and leaf plot of the above ages but 
differentiating between men and women.  



Test #1 Test #2 Test #3 Test #4 Test #5 Test #6

15 50 75 78 95 95

A teacher is trying to decide 
whether to use the mean, median, 
or mode to decide a student's 
grade. Here are the student's last 
6 tests.  Which one should the 
teacher use and why?  Is there 
any that the teacher should 
definitely not use? (if so-why?)

Test #1 Test #2 Test #3 Test #4 Test #5 Test #6

95 95 78 75 50 15



Test #1 Test #2 Test #3 Test #4 Test #5 Test #6

95 95 78 75 50 15

Test #1 Test #2 Test #3 Test #4 Test #5 Test #6

15 50 75 78 95 95

If we simply re-arrange the data, 
to be the bottom table instead of 
the top one, would that change 
your decision?  Why or why not?



I have a sports bottle company that I am studying.  I go to 
many stores and survey the sizes of the drink bottles and get 
these numbers.  Which measure of central tendency would 
you choose to decide what size bottle to make (and why)?

12 12 12 12 15 16 18 20 24 32

(ounces per bottle)



Practice Work 1.6 Pg 43-45 #3-10, 16-18, 20-22








