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The Weeks Ahead – January 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back and a Happy New Year to all and apologies for the delay in sending this newsletter. 
In the event of bad weather, please remember that we will try to stay open as long as possible. Should the 
school need to close, we will send you a text message, put a message on the website and contact the 
council alerts system. Your child will not be released with another parent unless we have your permission 
to do so. 
The questionnaires from parents have been analysed and the full results can be found on our website 
under ‘Office Matters’. We have summarised the outcomes and our responses are listed below. We have 
listened to the comments made and responded to as many as possible in this newsletter. If you would like 
a paper copy of the results, please contact Miss Gill in the office. If you wish to discuss further, please 
make an appointment to see a member of the Senior Leadership Team – Mrs Bell, Mr Holland, Ms Sewell 
or Mr Smith. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Mrs Bell 

Holidays in Term time 
Please remember that we have updated our attendance policy and it is available on the website for your 
perusal. Please can we ask that during any assessment weeks, especially if your child is in Y1,Y2 or Y6, that 
your child attends school. Please refrain from booking a holiday on the following dates: 

Key Stage One tests will take place throughout the month of MAY 2019 
Key Stage Two tests will take place the week beginning the 13 MAY 2019 

Year One phonics screening check – week commencing 10 JUNE 2019 
Thank you for your support with this. 

Health and Safety 

Please be aware that NO children should be on the trim trail and/or the monkey bars before and after 
school. When you are collecting your children from school please encourage them to leave the premises 

with you and not congregate on the play equipment.  
We have noticed a number of children climbing on the statue outside the main office. Please can you make 

sure that your child does not climb on the statue. Thank you for your support with this. 

Parent Questionnaires – positive feedback: 

Thank you for taking the time to complete and return your questionnaires. We had 50 questionnaires 
returned. Here are some of the more positive outcomes from the questionnaire: 

 100% of parents say ‘my child enjoys school’ 
100% of parents say ‘the school keeps my child safe’ 

96% of parents ‘the school deals with issues effectively’ 
100% say that the school is welcoming and friendly’ 

100% feel that there is a relationship of mutual respect between my family and the staff at the school. 
Some of the positive comments included: 

 ‘School has a very positive and friendly atmosphere, staff are always happy to help’ 
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 ‘Norton Free is a really great school’ 
 ‘Senior Leaders know the children and know something about them’ 
 ‘Excellent staff, always willing to help and listen’ 
 ‘Norton Free is a very friendly and welcoming school and feels like a family’ 
 ‘The Head teacher doesn’t hide away and is approachable’ 
 ‘Lovely welcoming school, staff are friendly’. 
 ‘Excellent School, I feel well supported’ 
 ‘Celebration Assemblies are very uplifting’ 
 ‘Breakfast club is a fabulous provision, the staff are very nice and children are happy with food at Breakfast 

club’ 
 ‘It is helpful to receive the calendar of events’ 
 ‘Paper copies of letters are required for some events’ 

 

Parent Questionnaires – issues raised and our responses (in red): 

We have read your comments and our responses to the comments are written below in red. Full details of 
the questionnaires can be found on our website under ‘Office Matters’ or a paper copy is available from 
Miss Gill if you are interested. 
‘Dogs are too close to the gates and entrances’ – School requests that dogs are not bought into the yard and if left, 
please make sure they are not near entrances or near any children. Please be mindful that some children are not 
confident around dogs.  ‘Scooters and bikes should not be allowed on the school grounds’ - As an active school, we 
encourage children to be active on their way to school. If you have a complaint about some of our riders, please 
contact school about any incidents that occur. We have not been made aware of any incidents thus far.  ‘I am not 
aware of other senior leaders’ – Senior Leaders are Mrs Bell, Mr Holland, Ms Sewell and Mr Smith.  
‘There was no Children in Need Event this year’ – we had already held a number of fund-raising events during 
Autumn term – Coin trail, the Archers Project/ Harvest, Mcmillan Coffee afternoon, show Racism the red card etc 
and on this occasion, left it to families to choose whether they wished to donate to Children in Need. ‘The only time 
I have needed to contact school, staff were rude and dismissive’ – if you feel that you have not been dealt with 
appropriately in school please contact Mrs Bell or Mr Holland or one of our governors who will bring it to our 
attention. ‘It takes a long time to be answered’ – Please be aware that we only have two phone lines into school. If 
both lines are in use, you may not be answered straight away. We will endeavour to answer your call as soon as 
possible.  
‘There is a lack of communication from the SENCo/I am unaware of who the SENCo is’ – the SENCo in school is Mr 
Smith. If you require an appointment with Mr Smith, please contact him via the school telephone number. He would 
be more than happy to discuss any concerns you may have regarding your child.  
‘The timing of school governors meetings make it difficult for working parents to attend’ Governors meetings 
usually take place at 6pm and committees at 5pm. We are currently reviewing how the governing board operates. If 
you are interested in becoming a governor in the future, please speak to Mr Thaw, our Chair of Governors. ‘Very 
disappointed with the price increase in breakfast club’ – This is the first price increase for breakfast club since it 
opened. We still operate a very competitively priced service in the morning. The price increase is due to the rise in 
numbers and the need for another member of staff.  
‘Staff should discuss incidents with parents in the classroom rather than on the yard’ – Usually all staff will 
approach parents to discuss incidents privately, or invite them into the classroom. All staff should adhere to this. If 
you feel that you have been approached incorrectly, please contact Mrs Bell.  
‘When children move to the next year we are not informed of teachers and we don’t get a say on how support is 
used’ – During the last half term of the summer, during enrichment, all classes undergo a transition period over 6-7 
weeks where the class meets weekly with the teacher they will have next year. We trialed this last year 2017 -2018 
so that all children knew which class teacher they would be with and it was very successful. We will be doing the 
same again this year. All parents are informed about who their teacher will be next year, in the end of year report.  
‘Playtime/lunchtime should be supervised by adults’   All playtimes and lunchtimes are supervised by adults 
including TAs, mid-day supervisors and teachers or a member of the Senior Leadership Team. There are 5 adults 
outside for every playtime/ lunch break plus occasional sports coaches. This number includes staff who are first-aid 
trained. 
‘I am only given information about the progress of my child when I ask, the reading log is rarely filled in and I 
wonder if my child is challenged’ – Information about progress is reported to parents at the 3 parents’ evenings 
over the year and through the school report. You will also receive the Interim review about attitude to learning and 
attendance at the end of each term. Class teachers will be happy to discuss your child’s progress with you. All 



teachers challenge the children in their work to encourage them to ‘be the best they can be’. If you have a concern 
about the reading log, please speak to your child’s class teacher. If you are still unhappy, please speak to Mrs Bell or 
Ms Sewell. 
‘Letters sent home are often at short notice’ -   Occasionally, we are awaiting confirmation about events before we 
can send letters home. Sometimes letters are distributed but left in school by children. We are currently working 
towards improving communication between ourselves and parents. All letters are uploaded to the website and we 
do try to keep everyone aware through the monthly newsletter. We will try to give you plenty of notice. 
‘Lunch time is too short, children don’t eat their lunch properly, my son does not eat his packed lunch’ – our 
children have an hour in which to eat their lunches. Mid –day supervisors check that children have eaten their 
packed lunches and we now use the Garden of Peace, Light and reflection as an additional space for children to eat 
their lunches. If you are concerned that your child is not eating their lunch, please contact the school so that we can 
keep a closer eye on your child over lunchtime. If you have any complaints about the quality of the dinners, please 
contact Taylor Shaw. 
‘The website is in a poor condition, layout is uninviting, content is out of date’ – Our website is run in house and is 
currently under review with Mr Smith. We have also appointed one of our governors to liaise with staff to ensure 
that the website is clear and easy to follow as well as being up to date. Ms Anna Hallam is the governor who has 
undertaken this role. We are going to review class pages and would encourage more parents to use the website and 
share comments with Mr Smith/Ms Hallam so that your needs are met through the website. We were disappointed 
by the number of parents who said they did not use the website. Please try and look at our website 
www.nortonfree.org.uk  
‘I have not received information about my child’s attendance or behaviour in school’ -  Parents will receive the 
Interim review about attitude to learning and attendance at the end of each term. Attendance awards (certificates) 
are usually given to children at the end of term if they achieve 97% attendance or above. These were not sent out 
before Christmas so that they did not get thrown away with cards. Classes are also given the ‘best attendance award’ 
every week in assembly. Teachers usually display the certificate within the classroom. 

Parent Questionnaires – what can the school do to improve? 
Parents would like to have a table tennis club and other activities such as art etc: We are currently looking into the 

provision of clubs provided in school and our aim is to increase the number of clubs available in the future. More 
trips throughout the year to museums and places of interest in Sheffield:  Each class in school will undertake  an 
educational visit each term although one of these may be a workshop in school. These visits are planned to fit in with 
the topic being studied. Your child’s class teacher can let you know more about the visits if you would like an 
overview. 

School Games Qualifiers 
We are really pleased that our Y3/4 girls cross country team and our Y5/6 boys cross country team have 
qualified for the South Yorkshire School Games that will be held in Barnsley at Canon Hall on 5th February 
2019. Parents are welcome to attend. A letter will follow in due course. This is an excellent achievement 
for a one form entry school! 

Remaining Training days for 2018-2019 Academic Year 

Our remaining training days are 3rd June 2019 and 24th July 2019.  
All children are due in school on Monday 22nd and  Tuesday 23rd July 2019. 

Diary Dates for 2019 

Monday 7th Jan School re-opens for Spring Term at 08:50am 

Tuesday 8th January Y6 out at Crucial Crew all day.  

Wednesday 9th January NSPCC assembly (KS1 – 9:15am) (KS2 assembly- 9:45am) 

Thursday 10th January Foundation Stage Vision Screening has been CANCELLED. This has been 
rescheduled for March 2019. 

Wed 16th January NSPCC workshops for Y5 and Y6 

Thurs 17th January Y6 Netball Tournament at Lowedges School (Please see Ms Sewell). 

Saturday 19th January  Milano Gymnastics competition at Sheffield Girls High  

Weds 23rd January NSPCC filming in Y6 – Please see Mr Holland. 

Weds 23rd January Y5/ Y6 Kids Cup at Shirecliffe. More information from Mr Neilson. More fixtures 
will follow but these have yet to be confirmed. 
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Saturday 26th January Primary Cross Country at Brunswick School. 

Tuesday 29th January KS1 (Year 2) Athletics Competition at Ponds Forge from 12:30pm. Letter will 
follow.  

Weds 30th January NSPCC Thank You Assembly 

Friday 1st February Gymnastics Competition at Ponds Forge during the afternoon for our Gymnasts. 
Letter will follow.  

Tuesday 5th February Y3/4 Girls and Y5/6 Cross Country teams compete at Cannon Hall Barnsley in 
the South Yorkshire school Games.  

Saturday 9th February Primary Cross Country – Concord Park 

Saturday 9th February Y5 Netball at Sheffield High School (pm). 

Thursday 14th February Provisionally booked – U11 girls Futsal Competition at EIS. Further information 
from Mr Neilson in due course. 

Friday 15th February Some of our children from Y5 and Y6 will be taking part in the annual Climbing 
Competition at Climbing Works from 3:45pm to 5:45pm. Mr Neilson will keep 
you informed. 

Friday 15th Feb School closes at 3:20pm for Feb Half Term  
School closed from 18th Feb 2019 – 22nd Feb 2019. 

Sunday 24th February Yorkshire Floor and Vault Gymnastics Competition. 

Monday 25th Feb School re-opens for Children at 08:50am 

Tuesday 26th Feb Y6 Netball Tournament at Sheffield High School 1:30pm – 3:30pm. Further 
details from Ms Sewell.  

Saturday 2nd March Primary Cross Country Championships at Graves Park from 9:30am 

Saturday 9th March Y3/4 Cross Country Relays at  

Thursday 14th March Re-scheduled Vision Screening for FS (morning). 

Saturday 16th March Y6 Netball competition at Sheffield High School. 

Monday 18th March Y5 Residential at the Oakes. Letter to follow 

Tuesday 19th March Y5 Residential at the Oakes. Letter to follow 

Saturday 23rd March Y5/6 Cross Country Relays at Limpsfield School 

Thursday 28th March Y3 Egyptian Day – please come dressed as an Ancient Egyptian. 

Friday 29th March School closes for the Easter Holiday. Children are back in school on Monday 15th 
April for 4 days. Good Friday is Friday 19th April and Easter Monday is 22nd 
April. School will be closed on these dates. 

Wednesday 26th June Sports Day – put the date in your diary! KS1 Sports Day starts around 10am in 
the morning. Then the whole school comes onto the field for our Family Picnic 
where families can join their children for lunch. The children return to their 
classes at the end of lunchtime and then KS2 have their Sports Day in the 
afternoon. We will write to you nearer the time but are giving you plenty of 
notice so that you will hopefully be able to join us. We love Sports Day! 

Please note, although we do our best to keep to these dates, sometimes due to unforeseen 
circumstances we have to make changes. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. Further 
information about specific dates will be sent via a letter/text nearer the time. Occasionally we are 
awaiting confirmation before we send the newsletter. Thank you for your support with this. 

 

 

 
 

 
 


