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‘Climate change clearly has the potential to wreak havoc on our dragon lizard 
populations. A projected change of two degrees in ambient temperatures could mean all 
the difference between producing an adequate balance of males and females and 
producing all of one sex. Sustained production of one sex would, in short order, lead to 
local extinction. 
 
Fragmentation of habitat, as has occurred to extreme in our native lowland grasslands, 
clearly impedes the contraction and re-expansion of species’ ranges as climatic 
conditions become harsher, then more relaxed.  
 
Maintaining and restoring the integrity of Canberra’s natural bushland setting is 
important not just aesthetically, but also for presenting a wider range of options for 
wildlife facing the challenges of climate change. 
 
It is breeding time for the dragons of the ACT. Pregnant females are out and about in our 
nature reserves and open space, peppering exposed patches of soil with test digs, and 
finally selecting a nest site. They dig a burrow and crawl into it to deposit their white, 
soft-shelled eggs. 
 
While laying their eggs, in a state of semi-torpor, females have time to ponder whether 
they have been wise in their choice of nest site – is the temperature right, is it off the 
beaten track and unlikely to be destroyed by trampling or vehicles, is it hidden from 
predators and, perhaps most important of all … has the Rudd Government got it right 
with its 5 per cent target for greenhouse gas emission reduction?’ 
 



 
 
A bearded dragon sunning on a fencepost 
Stirling Avenue gate into Justice Robert Hope Park 
Digital photograph taken November 9 2008 
 
A number of dragons have been sited spring and summer 2009 throughout Justice Robert 
Hope Park. The habitat we are now providing obviously suits lizards. Keeping grazing 
stock out, and maintaining quality native grassland appear to be key components in 
helping them survive the tough conditions which climate change is already posing for our 
wildlife. 
 


