
From: Ihegie, Wilfred [Wilfred.Ihegie@act.gov.au] 
Sent: Thursday, 4 December 2008 4:14 PM 
To: Bev Thomas 
Subject: RE: Watson road survey queries 
 
Richard, 
 
Thank you for your email regarding traffic situation in Watson. Roads ACT is 
presently working with Hackett Community on ways to easy the current rat-run 
traffic in Madigan Street. The purpose is to improve safety to all road users 
particularly pedestrians crossing the road. We are discussing both interim and 
permanent solution to the problem. Afterward we will conduct a road safety audit 
at locations in Antill Street and Madigan Street. The audit will also address 
pedestrian safety at designated crossing locations, and the concerns you have 
raised in the email.  
 
As requested in your feedback: 
 
Critical gap references to the minimum time interval between arrivals of two 
consecutive vehicles in a major stream that is acceptable for a minor traffic 
stream to perform a manoeuvre at an intersection (ref: Austroads Guide for 
traffic Management part 2 clause 5.1). For most right turn movement the critical 
gap of 5 seconds is accepted as minimum gap with a follow-up gap of 3 seconds. I 
appreciate that this requirement would be challenging with present traffic 
condition in Antill Street. 
 
As you will see from the traffic data the existing volume of traffic in Antill 
street is still within the road capacity; that notwithstanding, there have been 
increasing difficulty for minor road traffic stream to access Antill Street 
especially at peak hours. These have also impacted on pedestrians and cyclists 
crossing Antill Street as well. 
 
Concerning traffic noise; the desired noise criteria for collector road is 60dBA 
from 7 am to 10 pm (during the day) and 55 dBA from 10 pm to 7 am (at night). 
When these are exceeded, mitigation is usually recommended. Presently I do not 
have noised data for Antill Street. For clarification: a 60dBA noise level is 
equivalent to noise in a busy shopping mall. 
 
As regards the speed reduction of Antill and Madigan Street, this would depend 
on the outcome of the proposed road safety audit for the area. Recent study 
conducted by Cardno Young for Roads ACT confirm that speed reduction to 50km/h 
in Antill Street would reduce the crash record by 25% and improve its present 
ranking in the warrant system. 
 
I appreciate your feedback on our traffic counts and would be happy to work with 
you as we progress with traffic improvement in Hackett and Watson. 
 
Best Regards 
FRED IHEGIE | TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
From: Bev Thomas [mailto:btdesigns@bigpond.com]  
Sent: Friday, 21 November 2008 2:37 PM 
To: Ihegie, Wilfred 
Subject: Watson road survey queries 
 



Wilfred, 
 
I have attached a document with queries regarding the ACT Roads traffic count 
results at the Knox Street and Antill Street intersection in Watson, which you 
mailed to me last month, dated 13 October 2008. 
 
In the document, I have included an analysis of the data, along with a 
consultants report of an earlier traffic study conducted at the Australian 
Heritage Village adjacent to Antill Street further north in 2004. These figures 
demonstrate a doubling of traffic since 2004 on Antill Street between Knox 
Street and the Heritage Village. We fully expect these numbers to increase until 
the nominal capacity of Antill Street is reached, possibly in two to five years 
time. Between Knox Street and Madigan Street, nominal capacity already 
approaches 75%. We also have major concerns with intra-suburban traffic 
(especially morning peak hour) levels on Knox Street. We think the data suggest 
that traffic calming measures are necessary in Knox Street. Can you please send 
us a reply to these concerns? 
 
Richard Larson 
Chair 
Watson Community Association 
PO Box 64 
Dickson 2602 
Ph 02 62413024 
email: btdesigns@bigpond.com 
 


