
New Kent Middle School  
 6th Grade English Curriculum Map  

 

Nine Weeks 
and 

Essential 
Questions 

Anchor 
Texts/Suggested Texts 

**Each teacher in the 
grade level must teach the 

anchor texts.  

 
Reading and Oral Language 

SOL 

Writing Focus 
 

**Includes Writing SOL and 
traits-based focuses. 

1st Nine 
Weeks:  

 
Growing Up  

 
Is there a character 
you can relate to in 
the novel?  Why or 

why not? 
 

How do the 
experiences of the 
character mirror 

your own? 
 
 

How does your 
family influence 

your life choices? 
 

Thematic 
Question 

How would you 
summarize your 

life in five 
sentences? 

 

 
ANCHOR TEXTS: 

·   All of the Above –(Realistic 
Fiction)  

   White Chocolate (Realistic 
fiction) Orange connections 
book (Passage will pair well with 
All of the Above) 

·   Pig Man (Autobiography) 6th 
grade  Literature Anthology 

·   Southpaw (Short Story) 6th grade 
Literature Anthology 

·   Backwoods’ Boy (Nonfiction) 6th 
grade  Literature Anthology 

Wilber and Orville Wright (Poetry) 
6th grade  Literature Anthology 

 
https://newsela.com/ (newsela 
article) 
 

Functionals 
http://kidshealth.org/kid

/ 
 

Suggested Texts: 
·   Wonder (Fiction) 
·   Rules (Realistic Fiction) 
·   Out of my Mind 
·   Kaleidoscope Eyes (Fiction) 
·   Tangerine ( Realistic Fiction) 

 

6.1 The student will participate in 
and contribute to small-group 
activities.  
a) Communicate as leader and contributor.  
b) Evaluate own contributions to discussions.  
c) Summarize and evaluate group activities.  
d) Analyze the effectiveness of participant 
interactions.  
 
6.3 The student will understand the 
elements of media literacy.  
 a) Compare and contrast auditory, visual, and 
written media messages.  
 b) Identify the characteristics and effectiveness 
of a variety of media messages.  
 c) Craft and publish audience-specific media 
messages.  
 
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the 
meanings of unfamiliar words and 
phrases within  
authentic texts.  
a) Identify word origins and derivations.  
b) Use roots, cognates, affixes, synonyms, and 
antonyms to expand vocabulary.  
c) Use context and sentence structure to 
determine meanings and differentiate  
 among multiple meanings of words.  
d) Identify and analyze figurative language.  

 
6 + 1 Focus:  

● review ideas, organization, and 
conventions 

● review and elaborate on word 
choice 

 
Writing Tasks: 

● formal persuasive  essay 
● daily journal writes/grammar 
● writing homework two times a 

week  
● blogging 
● literature responses (readers 

responses) 

 
SOL: 6.7 The student will write 
narration, description, 
exposition, and persuasion.  
 
 a) Identify audience and purpose.  
 b) Use a variety of prewriting strategies 
including graphic organizers to 
generate  
 and organize ideas.  
 c) Organize writing structure to fit 
mode or topic.  
 d) Establish a central idea and 
organization.  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsela.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE9bkmg3Gh7_T4mfVC-LvWBzvf6tQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fkidshealth.org%2Fkid%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEk-bdbRZZf6MqvhxPEdFeTzf6o4A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fkidshealth.org%2Fkid%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEk-bdbRZZf6MqvhxPEdFeTzf6o4A


Rules (Realistic Fiction) 
 Bell Prater’s Boys (Realistic 
Fiction) 
  Cat Ate My Gym Suit-(Realistic 
Fiction) 
 

e) Use word-reference materials.  
 f) Extend general and specialized vocabulary 
through speaking, listening, reading,  
 and writing.  
 
6.5 The student will read and 
demonstrate comprehension of a variety 
of fictional texts,  
narrative nonfiction, and poetry.  
 
a) Identify the elements of narrative structure, 
including setting, character, plot,  
 conflict, and theme. 
b) Make, confirm, and revise predictions.  
c) Describe how word choice and imagery 
contribute to the meaning of a text.  
d) Describe cause and effect relationships and 
their impact on plot.  
 e) Use prior and background knowledge as 
context for new learning.  
 f) Use information in the text to draw 
conclusions and make inferences.  
  
 g) Explain how character and plot development 
are used in a selection to support a  
 central conflict or story line.  
 h) Identify the main idea.  
 i) Identify and summarize supporting details.  
 j) Identify and analyze the author’s use of 
figurative language.  
 k) Identify transitional words and phrases that 
signal an author’s organizational  
 pattern.  
 l) Use reading strategies to monitor 
comprehension throughout the reading process.  
 

 e) Compose a topic sentence or thesis 
statement if appropriate.  
 f) Write multi-paragraph compositions 
with elaboration and unity.  
 g) Select vocabulary and information 
to enhance the central idea, tone, and 
voice.  
 h) Expand and embed ideas by using 
modifiers, standard coordination, and  
 subordination in complete sentences.  
 i) Revise sentences for clarity of 
content including specific vocabulary 
and  
 information.  
 j) Use computer technology to plan, 
draft, revise, edit, and publish writing.  
 

6.8 The student will edit 
writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation,  
 spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
a) Use a variety of graphic organizers, 
including sentence diagrams, to analyze 
and 
 improve sentence formation and 
paragraph structure.  
b) Use subject-verb agreement with 
intervening phrases and clauses.  
c) Use pronoun-antecedent agreement 
to include indefinite pronouns.  
d) Maintain consistent verb tense 
across paragraphs.  
e) Eliminate double negatives.  
f) Use quotation marks with dialogue.  
g) Choose adverbs to describe verbs, 
adjectives, and other adverbs.  
h) Use correct spelling for frequently used 

words.  
 
 



2nd 
 Nine Weeks: 

 
Survival  

 
What experiences in 
your life do you feel 
made a difference? 
Why? 
 
Is there an 
experience that 
changed you as a 
person? 
 
 

Thematic 
Question 

How would you 
summarize the 

most memorable 
experience in 

your life in only 
three sentences?  

ANCHOR TEXTS: 
·   Fever 1783 (Realistic Fiction) 
·   Counting by 7’s-(Realistic 

Fiction) 
·   Aaron’s Gift (Short Story) 6th 

grade  Literature Anthology 
·   The Wounded Wolf (Short Story) 

6th grade  Literature Anthology 
Alone In The Nets (Poem) 6th grade 
Literature Anthology 
 
 
 

Suggested Texts: 
·   Hatchet (Realistic Fiction) 
·   The Best School Year Ever 

(Realistic Fiction) 
·   Surviving Antarctica-(Fantasy) 
·   The World As We Knew It- 
( Science Fiction) 
 

 
https://newsela.com/ (newsela 
article) 
 
 
 
 

Functional 
Plan a trip using ___$ and this 
website to purchase things you 
will need to survive in the 
wilderness for one week. 
http://survivalsets.com/ 
 

6.1 The student will participate in 
and contribute to small-group 
activities.  
a) Communicate as leader and contributor.  
b) Evaluate own contributions to discussions.  
c) Summarize and evaluate group activities.  
d) Analyze the effectiveness of participant 
interactions.  
 

6.2 The student will present, listen 
critically, and express opinions in 
oral presentations.  
a) Distinguish between fact and opinion.  
b) Compare and contrast viewpoints.  
c) Present a convincing argument.  
d) Paraphrase and summarize what is heard.  
e) Use language and vocabulary appropriate to 
audience, topic, and  
 purpose.  
 
6.3 The student will understand the 
elements of media literacy.  
 a) Compare and contrast auditory, visual, and 
written media messages.  
 b) Identify the characteristics and effectiveness 
of a variety of media messages.  
 c) Craft and publish audience-specific media 
messages.  
 
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the 
meanings of unfamiliar words and 
phrases within  
authentic texts.  
 
a) Identify word origins and derivations.  
b) Use roots, cognates, affixes, synonyms, and 
antonyms to expand vocabulary.  
c) Use context and sentence structure to 
determine meanings and differentiate  
 among multiple meanings of words.  
d) Identify and analyze figurative language.  
e) Use word-reference materials.  

6 + 1 Focus:  
● continue to review ideas, 

organization, and conventions 
● continue to  elaborate on word 

choice 
● review sentence fluency 
● review and elaborate on voice 

 

Writing Tasks: 
● formal expository essay 

and presentation 
● writing homework two times a 

week  
● daily journal writes/grammar 
● blogging 
● literature responses (readers 

responses) 
 

SOL: 6.7 The student will write 
narration, description, 
exposition, and persuasion.  
 a) Identify audience and purpose.  
 b) Use a variety of prewriting strategies 
including graphic organizers to 
generate  
 and organize ideas.  
 c) Organize writing structure to fit 
mode or topic.  
 d) Establish a central idea and 
organization.  

 e) Compose a topic sentence or thesis 
statement if appropriate.  
 f) Write multi-paragraph compositions 
with elaboration and unity.  
 g) Select vocabulary and information 
to enhance the central idea, tone, and 
voice.  
 h) Expand and embed ideas by using 
modifiers, standard coordination, and  
 subordination in complete sentences.  
 i) Revise sentences for clarity of 
content including specific vocabulary 
and  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsela.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE9bkmg3Gh7_T4mfVC-LvWBzvf6tQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsurvivalsets.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF5t3CAZhrsBXSaVVA0DKPWUondIg


 f) Extend general and specialized vocabulary 
through speaking, listening, reading,  
 and writing.  
 
6.5 The student will read and 
demonstrate comprehension of a variety 
of fictional texts,  
narrative nonfiction, and poetry.  
 
a) Identify the elements of narrative structure, 
including setting, character, plot,  
 conflict, and theme. 
b) Make, confirm, and revise predictions.  
c) Describe how word choice and imagery 
contribute to the meaning of a text.  
d) Describe cause and effect relationships and 
their impact on plot.  
 e) Use prior and background knowledge as 
context for new learning.  
 f) Use information in the text to draw 
conclusions and make inferences. 
(weakness)  
  g) Explain how character and plot development 
are used in a selection to support a  
 central conflict or story line.  
 h) Identify the main idea.  
 i) Identify and summarize supporting details.  
 j) Identify and analyze the author’s use of 
figurative language.  
 k) Identify transitional words and phrases that 
signal an author’s organizational  
 pattern.  
 l) Use reading strategies to monitor 
comprehension throughout the reading process.  
 
 

 information.  
 j) Use computer technology to plan, 
draft, revise, edit, and publish writing.  
 

6.8 The student will edit 
writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation,  
 spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
a) Use a variety of graphic organizers, 
including sentence diagrams, to analyze 
and 
 improve sentence formation and 
paragraph structure.  
b) Use subject-verb agreement with 
intervening phrases and clauses.  
c) Use pronoun-antecedent agreement 
to include indefinite pronouns.  
d) Maintain consistent verb tense 
across paragraphs.  
e) Eliminate double negatives.  
f) Use quotation marks with dialogue.  
g) Choose adverbs to describe verbs, 
adjectives, and other adverbs.  
h) Use correct spelling for frequently used 

words.  
 
 
 

 

3rd  
 Nine Weeks: 

 
Out of This 
World 

ANCHOR TEXTS: 
·   The Phantom Tollbooth 

(Fantasy) 
·   The Phantom Tollbooth 

(Fantasy) 6th grade  Literature 
Anthology 

6.1 The student will participate in 
and contribute to small-group 
activities.  
a) Communicate as leader and contributor.  
b) Evaluate own contributions to discussions.  
c) Summarize and evaluate group activities.  

6 + 1 Focus:  
● continue to review ideas, 

organization, and conventions 
● continue to  elaborate on word 

choice 
● review sentence fluency 



 
How are we affected 
by our setting? 
 
How do you respond 
to things  that are 
different from us? 
 
 

Thematic 
Question 

Summarize the 
most outrageous 

experience of 
your life in five 

sentences.  
 

   Demeter (Readers theater) 
·   Jimmy and His TV Set (Poetry) 

6th grade  Literature Anthology 
·   Greyling (Short Story) 6th grade 

Literature Anthology 
 

Suggested Texts: 
  ·   Little House (Realistic Fiction) 
  ·   Looking Glass Wars (Fairy Tale) 
·   Kingdom Keepers (Fairy Tale) 
·   Eperanza Rising 
·   A Wrinkle in Time (Sci-Fi) 
·   Eperanza Rising  (Sci-Fi) 6th 

grade  Literature Anthology 
 
 
 
 

https://newsela.com/ (newsela 
article) 
 
 
 

Functionals 
Compare and contrast various 
brochures from counties in 
Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d) Analyze the effectiveness of participant 
interactions.  
 

6.2 The student will present, listen 
critically, and express opinions in 
oral presentations.  
a) Distinguish between fact and opinion.  
b) Compare and contrast viewpoints. 
(weakness)  
c) Present a convincing argument.  
d) Paraphrase and summarize what is heard.  
e) Use language and vocabulary appropriate to 
audience, topic, and  
 purpose.  
 
6.3 The student will understand the 
elements of media literacy.  
 a) Compare and contrast auditory, visual, and 
written media messages.  
 b) Identify the characteristics and effectiveness 
of a variety of media messages.  
 c) Craft and publish audience-specific media 
messages.  
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the 
meanings of unfamiliar words and 
phrases within  
authentic texts.  
 
a) Identify word origins and derivations.  
b) Use roots, cognates, affixes, synonyms, and 
antonyms to expand vocabulary.  
c) Use context and sentence structure to 
determine meanings and differentiate  
 among multiple meanings of words.  
d) Identify and analyze figurative language.  
e) Use word-reference materials.  
 f) Extend general and specialized vocabulary 
through speaking, listening, reading,  
 and writing. 
 
 
 

●  elaborate on voice 
● review and elaborate on 

presentation 
 

 
Writing Tasks: 

● formal narrative essay 
● literature responses  (readers 

responses) 
● writing homework two times a 

week  
● daily journal writes/grammar 
● blogging 

 

SOL: 6.7 The student will write 
narration, description, 
exposition, and persuasion.  
 a) Identify audience and purpose.  
 b) Use a variety of prewriting strategies 
including graphic organizers to 
generate  
 and organize ideas.  
 c) Organize writing structure to fit 
mode or topic.  
 d) Establish a central idea and 
organization.  

 e) Compose a topic sentence or thesis 
statement if appropriate.  
 f) Write multiparagraph compositions 
with elaboration and unity.  
 g) Select vocabulary and information 
to enhance the central idea, tone, and 
voice.  
 h) Expand and embed ideas by using 
modifiers, standard coordination, and  
 subordination in complete sentences.  
 i) Revise sentences for clarity of 
content including specific vocabulary 
and  
 information.  
 j) Use computer technology to plan, 
draft, revise, edit, and publish writing. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsela.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE9bkmg3Gh7_T4mfVC-LvWBzvf6tQ


6.5 The student will read and 
demonstrate comprehension of a variety 
of fictional texts, narrative nonfiction, 
and poetry.  
 
a) Identify the elements of narrative 
structure, including setting, character, 
plot,  conflict, and theme. (weakness) 
b) Make, confirm, and revise predictions.  
c) Describe how word choice and imagery 
contribute to the meaning of a text.  
d) Describe cause and effect relationships 
and their impact on plot.  (weakness) 
 e) Use prior and background knowledge as 
context for new learning.  
 f) Use information in the text to draw 
conclusions and make inferences.  
  g) Explain how character and plot development 
are used in a selection to support a  
 central conflict or story line.  
 h) Identify the main idea.  
 i) Identify and summarize supporting details.  
 j) Identify and analyze the author’s use of 
figurative language.  
 k) Identify transitional words and phrases that 
signal an author’s organizational  
 pattern.  
 l) Use reading strategies to monitor 
comprehension throughout the reading process.  
 
 
 
  
 
 

6.8 The student will edit 
writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation,  
 spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
a) Use a variety of graphic organizers, 
including sentence diagrams, to analyze 
and 
 improve sentence formation and 
paragraph structure.  
b) Use subject-verb agreement with 
intervening phrases and clauses.  
c) Use pronoun-antecedent agreement 
to include indefinite pronouns.  
d) Maintain consistent verb tense 
across paragraphs.  
e) Eliminate double negatives.  
f) Use quotation marks with dialogue.  
g) Choose adverbs to describe verbs, 
adjectives, and other adverbs.  
h) Use correct spelling for frequently 
used words.  

 

4th Nine 
Weeks:  

 
  

I’ve Got What 
it Takes: 

ANCHOR TEXTS: 
·   Behind Rebel Lines (Nonfiction) 
·   Theodore Boone ~ Kid Lawyer 

(Realistic Fiction) 
      Hercules (Readers theater) 
·   Women and Sports (Nonfiction) 

6th grade  Literature Anthology 

6.1 The student will participate in 
and contribute to small-group 
activities.  
a) Communicate as leader and contributor.  
b) Evaluate own contributions to discussions.  
c) Summarize and evaluate group activities.  

6 + 1 Focus: 
● continue to review ideas, 

organization, and conventions 
● continue to  elaborate on word 

choice 
● review sentence fluency 
●  elaborate on voice 



 
It what ways have 
you been or can you 
be  heroic? 
  
Do you consider 
yourself heroic? 
Why or why not? 
 
 

Thematic 
Question 

Is there an 
experience that 
changed the way 

you view yourself 
or others? 

·   Water (Nonfiction) 6th grade 
Literature Anthology 

Jackie Robinson (Nonfiction) 6th 
grade  Literature Anthology 
 

 
 
Suggested Texts: 
·   New Kid (Realistic Fiction) 
·   Maniac McGhee (Realistic 

Fiction) 
·   Peak (Realistic Fiction) 

 
 
https://newsela.com/ (newsela 
article) 
 

 
 
Functionals 
Kids data.org 
http://www.kidsdata.org 
Compare and contrast the 
different fitness graphs.  What 
county has the most fit 
students?  Which county has 
the least fit? 
Many other questions will be 
addressed with this website. 

d) Analyze the effectiveness of participant 
interactions.  
 
6.3 The student will understand the 
elements of media literacy.  
 a) Compare and contrast auditory, visual, and 
written media messages.  
 b) Identify the characteristics and effectiveness of a 
variety of media messages.  
 c) Craft and publish audience-specific media 
messages.  
 

6.6 The student will read and 
demonstrate comprehension of a 
variety of nonfiction texts.  
 a) Use text structures such as type, headings, 
and graphics to predict and categorize  
 information in both print and digital texts.  
 b) Use prior knowledge and build additional 
background knowledge as context for  
 new learning.  
 c) Identify questions to be answered.  
 d) Make, confirm, or revise predictions.  
 e) Draw conclusions and make inferences based 
on explicit and implied  
 information.  
 f) Differentiate between fact and opinion.  
 g) Identify main idea.  
 h) Summarize supporting details.  
 i) Compare and contrast information about one 
topic, which may be contained in  
 different selections.  
 j) Identify the author’s organizational pattern.  
 k) Identify cause and effect relationships.  
 l) Use reading strategies to monitor 
comprehension throughout the reading process.  

● review and elaborate on 
presentation 

 
Writing Tasks: 

●  formal Research Paper 
● literature response to essential 

questions (reading responses) 
● writing homework two times a 

week  
● blogging 
● daily journal writes  

 
 
 

SOL:  6.8 The student will 
edit writing for correct 
grammar, capitalization, 
punctuation,  
 spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
a) Use a variety of graphic organizers, 
including sentence diagrams, to analyze 
and 
 improve sentence formation and 
paragraph structure.  
b) Use subject-verb agreement with 
intervening phrases and clauses.  
c) Use pronoun-antecedent agreement 
to include indefinite pronouns.  
d) Maintain consistent verb tense 
across paragraphs.  
e) Eliminate double negatives.  
f) Use quotation marks with dialogue.  
g) Choose adverbs to describe verbs, 
adjectives, and other adverbs.  
h) Use correct spelling for frequently 

used words.  
 
6.9 The student will find, 
evaluate, and select 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsela.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE9bkmg3Gh7_T4mfVC-LvWBzvf6tQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kidsdata.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHG2lH2ceHVXx0b7tsrLsVey-jCaA


appropriate resources for a 
research  
 product.  
 a) Collect information from multiple 
sources including online, print, and 
media.  
 b) Evaluate the validity and 
authenticity of texts.  
 c) Use technology as a tool to research, 
organize, evaluate, and communicate  
 information.  
 d) Cite primary and secondary sources.  
 e) Define the meaning and 
consequences of plagiarism and follow 
ethical and legal  
 guidelines for gathering and using 
information.  
 

 
 

 
 


