
 

Description of NEBO Upper Level Guided Reading Lesson Plan 
 

 

Text: Choose a text that best helps you work on the skill or strategy you have chosen for this lesson. 
 
 

Follow-up from previous assignment: Choose 1-2 questions to discuss with the group, or focus 
on the reading responses assigned in the previous lesson. Guide readers to deeper level thinking 
from the text reading assignment. The discussion could focus on characters, text features, or the 
reading strategy/skill taught during the previous lesson. This is a time to enrich or review what was 
learned the last time the group met.  
(3-4 minutes)   

WHAT TAUGHT-Lesson Purpose (Strategy/Skill): Revisit or teach a strategy/skill needed by the 
readers. Model the skill, then practice with students and have them try it on their own. Include the 
invitation to apply the strategy/skill while they are reading. 

HOW TAUGHT: Briefly review the Journey’s strategy/skill that you taught during whole class 
instruction, or solidify any other strategy/skill needed by the readers. A list of possible strategies is 
found on the back of the “Upper Grade Guided Reading” lesson plan.  
(4-5 minutes) 

Vocabulary: Briefly introduce 1-3 unfamiliar vocabulary words in the text. Avoid words the reader 
can solve using context clues.  
(1-2 minutes) 

Brief Text Introduction: Provide a one to two sentence introduction. 
 
Purpose for reading: Give readers something to find within the text as they read. (May tie back to 
strategy/skill.)  
(1 minute) 

HOW EVALUATED-During Reading: Take anecdotal notes on student reading behaviors. 
Spend at least 8-12 minutes of your guided reading lesson conferring one on one with your 
students. (If they need to improve decoding, listen to them read and teach them specific strategies. 
If your focus is comprehension, have short, but meaningful, conversations with each student. Ask 
students to retell, or discuss their inferences, conclusions, questions and confusions.) Your goal is 
to teach each student something today that will help him or her be a better reader tomorrow.  
 
Anecdotal Notes: Listen to as many readers as possible. Note reading behaviors and use of 
strategy/skill taught.  

Revisit Purpose: Revisit the purpose for reading  
(1-2 minutes) 

Post Reading Response/Assignment: Give readers an assignment to complete at their desk. As 
part of the assignment, assess whether students can independently use the strategy/skill taught. 
Revisit this assignment at the beginning of the next guided reading lesson. 
(1 minute) 
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Possible Reading Strategies/Skills 
 Strategies/skills from grade level core 
 Strategies/skills from Journeys’ focus wall 

Accuracy Skills 
 Not adding words  
 Not omitting words  
 Not leaving endings off of words 
 Not mumbling over unknown words 
 Solving larger words 
 Chunking larger vocabulary 

Vocabulary Skills 
 Using context clues 
 Using known parts to figure out meaning 
 Connecting unknown words with known words 
 Using glossary/dictionary  

Fluency Skills 
 Reading with expression 
 Reading with a faster rate 
 Reading smoothly 
 Pausing correctly in reading 
 Using intonation/expression 

Comprehending Fiction 
 Retelling a story 
 Summarizing a story 
 Explaining your visualization 
 Making predictions supported by evidence 
 Making connections to understand text 
 Focusing on character traits 
 Focusing on how characters change 
 Asking questions to guide thinking 
 Determining importance  
 Cause and effect within a plot sequence 
 Inferences from dialogue, actions, or physical 

descriptions 
 Determining mood 
 Literal vs. figurative language  
 Evaluating author’s purpose 

Comprehending Nonfiction 
 Retelling 
 Summarizing using key vocabulary  
 Asking questions to guide thinking 
 Main idea and details 
 Interpreting text features/structures 
 Comparing or contrasting features/ideas 
 Cause and effect to retell 
 Evaluating author’s point of view 
 Evaluating facts and opinions  
 Important vs. interesting information 
 Evaluating author’s purpose 

Reading Response Ideas 
 Reading/writing strategies from grade level 

core 
 Journeys’ response ideas 

 

Fiction (Use evidence from the text to…) 
 Retell/summary  
 Event Details (Beg/Mid/End) 
 Problem/Solution 
 Character Analysis 
 Give an opinion 
 Make inferences/predictions 
 Ask a question 
 Make a connection 
 Important/significant passage 
 Theme w/ examples from text 
 Setting description 
 Character description 
 Character motivation 
 Detect the conflict 
 Find the climax 
 Author’s craft  
 Text introduction/conclusion 
 Confusions  

 

Nonfiction (Use evidence from the text 
to…) 
Biography: 

 Character analysis 
 Compare/contrast  
 Event/contribution 
 Surprising information 

Informational Text: 
 Main ideas/details 
 Key idea/Summary 
 Section summaries 
 Text feature purpose 
 Compare/contrast 
 Cause/effect 
 Surprising information 
 Author’s point of view 

Historical Text: 
 Cause/effect 
 Summaries 
 Important events/details 
 Problem/solution 

Opinion/Argumentative Text: 
 Focus on introduction/conclusion 
 Citing the claim 
 Evaluate claims/evidence 
 Format/structure 
 Compare/contrast authors  
 Author’s point of view 
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