
Nea Community Learning Center 
 

Physics CP and HP Seminar 
Facilitator:  MaMaafi Gueye 

maafi.gueye@neaclc.org 
Seminar Meetings:  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Periods 5 and 6 

 
Course Syllabus 

 
Course Overview 
Physics is about the nature of basic things, such as motion, forces, energy, matter, heat, sound light and 
the composition of atoms.  Because the ideas of physics are fundamental to both chemistry and biology, it 
is considered to be the most basic science.  Because we live in a physical world in which our interactions 
follow the laws of physics, learning physics will affirm quantitatively what we know intuitively (with our 
intuition) or somatically (with our bodies).  We will use mathematics to express our findings and to prove 
or disprove ideas that may be ambiguous.  We will us the scientific method and the act of scientific 
inquiry through investigations and experiments to assimilate key concepts, as outlined in the California 
Content Standards for Physics. 
 
Texts: Honors (HP), College Prep (CP) 
 
HP 
Physics:  Algebra/Trig 
by Eugene Hecht 
Adelphi University 
Second Edition 
Brooke/Cole Publishing Company 
 
HP and CP 
The Project Physics Course 
F. James Rutherford, Gerald Holton, Fletcher G. Watson 
Harvard University 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston 
 
CP 
Conceptual Physics 
Paul G. Hewitt 
Pearson 
Addison and Wesley 
 
Materials 
Graph notebook and scientific calculator.  At home supplies should also include color pencils, ruler, 
highlighters and ink pens with red, blue and black ink. 
 
Online Resource Highlights 

• www.physicsclassroom.com 
• www.explorelearning.com 
• http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078458137/ 
 

Late Work Policy 
Nea 6-10 Village has adopted a uniform late work, tardy and classroom procedure policy.  Please 
familiarize yourself with its parameters and ask a question if something is not clear, as it will be adhered 
to without exception. 
 



 
Grading Policy 
A learner will be evaluated using a variety of modalities and a grade appropriated based on the following 
percentage scale using weighted categories: 
 
  Projects   30% 
  Laboratory  25% 
  Assessments  30% 
  Exercises/notebook 15% 
     100% 
 
 
Grading Policy for Honors Distinction in Physics 
As an honors course, performance in Honors Physics will be rigorously assessed.  Is expected the honors 
students exhibit superior understanding and work that is consistently represents the highest level of 
achievement.  In general, work will be assessed in the following manner: 
 
A = 5.0 Grade Points: Work shows exceptional scholarship, exploration and application of concepts, 
thoughtful assimilation of ideas from outside research and sources, and work goes “above and beyond”.  
Work is handed in on time, seriously addresses the assignment and is highly original and inspired in 
nature. 
 
B =  4.0 Grade Points:  Work shows strong scholarship, exploration and application of concepts, 
thoughtful assimilation of ideas from outside research and sources, but does not go “above and beyond”.  
Work is handed in on time, seriously addresses the assignment and is highly original and inspired in 
nature. 
 
C = 3.0 Grade Points:  Learners earning a C in honors will be counseled to return to college prep 
physics.  Work is average, showing basic scholarship, moderate to minimal exploration and application of 
concepts, inconsistent ability or effort to assimilate outside research and sources, and shows that the 
learner may just want to “get by.  Work is handed in frequently late and learner may not take assignments 
seriously and sometimes relies too heavily on others input to create a product. 
 
D/F = Learners earning a D or F will be exited from Honors Physics. 
 
 

Grade Scale: 
 

89.5% - 100% = A 
79.5% – 89.4% = B 
69.5% - 79.4% = C 
59.5% - 69.4% = D 

59.4% and below = F 
 
 
Course Website 
For a comprehensive course overview, outline and curriculum, please visit www.neaclc.org and go to 
MaMaafi’s webpage.  
 
 
Contacting MaMaafi 
MaMaafi can be reached via Nea email from the website, or by calling 510-748-4008. 


