
Fall 2012 
Community Engagement and the Politics of Local Heritage 

 
“Civic engagement means working to make a difference in the civic life of our communities and 

developing the combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation to make that difference. It means 

promoting the quality of life in a community, through both political and non-political processes.” - Civic 

Responsibility and Higher Education, edited by Thomas Ehrlich, published by Oryx Press, 2000, page vi 
 

“Archeology has a unique role to play in Civic Engagement because fundamentally it is in the business of 

creating knowledge from a resource often held in the public trust: the archeological record.”  —Barbara J. 
Little and Nathaniel Amdur-Clark, 2008, Archeology and Civic Engagement, National Park Service 

Technical Brief, no. 23 

 
“There is a bit of a time traveler in each and every one of us. Some are always looking to the future, 

others are grounded in the present, but all of us have a past. We are always connected to it, and each day 

that passes is an addition to our personal history. We make history continuously as an individual, a 

family, a community, a state, and a nation. This unique collection of experiences identifies and 
differentiates us from one another. Yet, by the same token, that common thread of time it is what also 

unites us as human beings.” – Sarasota History Alive http://www.sarasotahistoryalive.com/main/about-us/ 

 

Professors: 

Uzi Baram, Anthropology 

Keith Fitzgerald, Political Science 

 

Tutorial meets: 

Tuesday from 1:30-2:30 in the New College Public Archaeology Lab 

 

Goals of the Tutorial:  

 engage the politics of historic preservation and heritage tourism in the local region 

 learn the legislation and political process for historic preservation  

 meet elected officials and community leaders in Sarasota/Manatee for interviews on their 

understandings of local history, commemoration, and historic preservation  

 look for cosmopolitan canopies – places that matter for social capital and coexistence 

 contextualize the representations of the past across the region 

 

Approach of the Tutorial: 

 This tutorial is not a course – the approach is innovative, which means it might not work 

and the responsibility for success is evenly distributed between professors and students 

 The tutorial is gathering information and insights into historic preservation for Sarasota 

and Manatee counties as part of Professor Baram’s commitment to preserving regional 

heritage as NCPAL Director and as part of Professor Fitzgerald’s research interest into 

the intersection of place and politics. A successful tutorial is the first step toward larger 

research projects, respectfully, in Washington DC and greater depth for Sarasota-

Manatee. 

 The tutorial will start with faculty presentations but most of the semester will focus on 

student research. 



 

Assignments: 

 Interview elected officials/community leaders and visit historic sites 

 Class presentations on interviews and descriptions of the places 

 Write up the interviews and descriptions of the places 

 Self-evaluation 

 

Resources: 

 Sarasota History Alive! http://www.sarasotahistoryalive.com/ 

 Protecting Historic Properties: 

 A Citizen's Guide to Section 106 Review http://www.achp.gov/docs/CitizenGuide.pdf 

 NPS on civic engagement: http://www.nps.gov/civic/ 

 Thomas King 2007 Saving Places that Matter: A Citizen's Guide to the National Historic 

Preservation Act 

 Paul Shackel and Barbara Little, editors, 2007 Archaeology as a Tool of Civic 

Engagement 

 Elijah Anderson 2011 Cosmopolitan Canopies  

 Margaret E Farrar 2008 Building the Body Politic: Power and Urban Space in 

Washington, D.C.  

 Archaeology and Civic Engagement 

http://www.nps.gov/archeology/pubs/techbr/tch23.htm 

 

 

Draft Outline for the Weekly Meetings 
 

August 28 - Preserving Regional Heritage in Sarasota/Manatee 

 

September 4 - Archaeology and Historic Preservation Projects 

a. National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106 

b. How to save historic places 

c. Why preserve the past in Sarasota/Manatee 

 

September 11- Theory and Method from Anthropology and Political Science 

Figuring out the questions 

Where is the history of the region? Mapping out historic and archaeological sites 

 

September 18 – Tutorial does not meet.  

Visit a historic site 

 

September 25 – Report on sites 

 

October 2 – Guest Speaker  

 

October 9 Creating a Project and IRB  

Making arrangements to meet interviewees 



 

Fall Break 

 

October 23 – Practice the interviews 

 

October 30 - Report on the interviews 

 

November 6 – working on the project 

a. discussion of the civic engagement 

b. discussion of challenges and opportunities 

 

November 13 - insights into the history of the region from the case study 

 

November 20 - evaluation of historic preservation 

a. what organizations support preservation 

b. which community leaders integrate heritage or see history/archaeology as central 

to Sarasota’s future 

c. which policies are productive for preserving the regional past 

 

November 27 – Class Presentations 

 

December 4 – Next Steps and Conclusion 

 

 


