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Fall 2011 

Method and Theory in Archaeology 
New College of Florida 

 

Professor Uzi Baram 

Office: College Hall 205 

Office Hours: Monday 11-12 and Wednesday 10-11 

Office Telephone: 487-4217    

Email: Baram@ncf.edu 

Class meets Tuesday and Thursday 10:30 – 11:50 a.m. College Hall 221 

Web Page: faculty.ncf.edu/Baram 

 

Catalogue Description:  

This seminar surveys the field and analytical methods of archaeology and scrutinizes its 

theoretical premises.  The course examines the structure and history of the subdiscipline, 

approaches and interpretations of the past, social change, and material culture, and 

temporal and behavioral frameworks used in archaeology as part of anthropology. 

Readings and case studies will focus seminar discussions.  Prerequisite: an introductory 

course in archaeology, or permission of the instructor. The course is a requirement of the 

Anthropology AOC. 

 

Prospectus: 

Archaeology faces a grand challenge:  taking the materiality that remains from human 

societies to reveal insights into material culture, human behaviors and actions, and social 

and cultural change. Bridging objects from the past to concerns, academic and otherwise, 

in the present requires methods and theory. Although it is a nice image, the stones do not 

talk; anthropologists analyze and interpret meaning. This course explores the history of 

archaeological theory, significant methodological concerns, and a range of contemporary 

theoretical approaches as well as ethics, representations, and presentation of archeology 

today. The main assignments for the course - seminar-style discussion and a case study 

using a theoretical approach – are central to a satisfactorily completion of this upper-level 

requirement for the Anthropology Area of Concentration. 

 

Goals for the Course: 

For students focusing on archaeology, the course title fits the goals for the course. The 

course surveys, examines, and considers methods and theories in archaeology as well as 

techniques and significant scholarship in archaeology. The subfield has a large and 

increasingly interesting range of approaches and understandings of artifacts, human 

material activities, and the past and we will endeavor to gain a sense of the variation of 

theories and methods and struggle to situate our work within the context of the subfield.   

 

For students focusing on one of the other components of anthropology, the course title 

can be shifted to Method and Theory from Archaeology to Illuminate the Role of Theory 

and Method in Anthropology. As the study of the range of human variation across all 

time and as the study of material culture, archaeology can and does contribute to general 

anthropology. The goal for cultural anthropology students can revolve around the 
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contribution of various schools of thought to our understanding of diachronic change, 

human interactions with the physical world, and understandings of material culture.   

 

Uniting the subfields of Anthropology is concern over the human variation and diversity. 

This course covers several approaches to conceptualizing those aspects of the study of 

human variation that have been used in archaeology for analyzing and interpreting 

material culture, tangible heritage, and landscapes in terms of the diversity of human 

societies. Woven throughout the topics are engagements with contemporary ethics. The 

means by which archaeologists recover, document, analyze, interpret, and represent the 

past and human societies constitute a central goal for the course. 

 

Format: 

As an upper-level requirement for the Anthropology area of concentration, the course 

will be run as a seminar. The success of seminars comes from the active participation of 

all members of the class. Quality, not quantity is the key for in-class discussions. I expect 

you to use your background in anthropology to work through the major ideas in this 

course and the contributions of the various scholars and publications. I like to think of 

discussion as an opportunity to work through notions and to engage in a dialogue and 

discussion with your fellow students, the professor, and the scholars we are reading. 

Raising questions is an expected part of your contribution to class discussion. The final 

evaluation will include commentary on preparation for class discussions. I am always 

willing to talk over any issues and concerns, including suggestions on improving written 

work and oral communications, during my office hours or via email. 

 

Requirements: 

Completion of all the readings before the class meeting is expected. For each class 

meeting, members of the class are responsible for participating in the discussion of topics 

and readings. Attendance at each and every class meeting is required; please contact the 

professor before the class session by email, voice mail, or campus mailbox for an excused 

absence, all typical reasons for absences will be honored if requested before the class 

meets that day.  

 

Archaeological analyzes, interpretations, and presentations from around the world 

constitute the core materials for this course. With Survey of Archaeology as the 

prerequisite for the course, students are expected to know the basic background for the 

epochs and for the culture areas employed in the readings. The culture history 

background is available in Survey’s textbook:  Chris Scarre, editor, 2009 The Human Past: 

World Prehistory & the Development of Human Societies. The basic set of definitions for 

methods and techniques comes from Robert Kelly and David Hurst Thomas 2010 

Archaeology. Other courses from the anthropology program should provide further depth in 

culture areas, regional archaeological traditions, and theory. One research skill for this 

upper-level anthropology is being able to locate the appropriate context for the various 

arguments being made in the readings and class presentations for archaeology, 

anthropology, and the social sciences in general. Another skill is the ability to organize a 

diffuse set of concerns, examples, and paradigms into a meaningful structure. 

 



 3 

WRITTEN WORK 

There are two main assignments for the course. The first focuses on the value and 

significance of archaeological sites and the second is the term project: a theoretically-

informed case study. Details on the written work for the course are at the end of the 

syllabus. 

 

Texts: 

 Matthew Johnson 2010 Archaeology Theory: An Introduction. 2
nd

 edition. Wiley-
Blackwell. Chapters are listed below as Johnson. 

 Robert Preucel and Stephen Mrozowski, editors, Contemporary Archaeology in 

Theory: The New Pragmatism. 2
nd

 edition. Wiley-Blackwell. Chapters are listed 

below as CAT 

 Jane Balme and Alistair Paterson, editors, 2006 Archaeology in Practice: A 
Student Guide to Archaeological Analyses. Wiley. Chapters are listed as AIP 

 
Please note, the 2

nd
 edition of Contemporary Archaeology in Theory is completely revamped from the 1

st
 

edition and there are significant differences in the new edition of Johnson’s Archaeology Theory. The 

books are available at the Campus Bookstore and the usual online sources; they are also on reserve at the 

Cook Library. The Handbook of Archaeological Theories is on reserve and there are other relevant 

reference books available at the Cook Library. The articles and book chapters listed in the outline of 

readings are on electronic reserve.  

 

Outline of Topics and Readings 
Mini-Class: 8/18 

The Multiple Roles of Archaeology in Anthropology, and the World 

 

I. Background on Theory and Method in Archaeology 

8/23 Introduction: The Place of Method and Theory in Archaeology 

Readings:   

1. Barbara Little 2009 “What Can Archaeology Do for Justice, Peace, Community, and the Earth?” 

Historical Archaeology 43(4):115-119 

2. Kent V. Flannery 2006 “On the Resilience of Anthropological Archaeology” Annual Review of 

Anthropology 35:1-13. 

3. Shannon Lee Dawdy 2010 “Clockpunk Anthropology and the Ruins of Modernity” American 

Anthropologist 51(6):761-793. 

 

8/25 Places of Archaeology: from Down Under and the Holy Basin to Fleeting Identities and Low-

density Surface Scatters 

Readings: 

1 CAT Part I: The New Pragmatism 

2. Johnson Preface and Chapter 1 

 

8/30 From Discoveries to Research Designs and Ethics in Archaeology: Anthropology and Heritage 

Readings: 

1. Timothy Earle 2003 “Anthropology Must Have Archaeology” Archaeology is Anthropology” pages 17-

26.  

2. George Armelagos 2003 “Bioarchaeology as Anthropology” Archaeology is Anthropology” pages 27-40.  

3. Barbara Bender 1998 “Where do (my) ideas come from? (or a short intellectual autobiography)” 

Stonehenge: Making Space, pages 13-23. 

4. Dorothy Lippert 2010 “Echoes from the Bones: Maintaining a Voice to Speak for the Ancestors” In 

Being and Becoming Indigenous Archaeologists, pp. 184-190. 
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9/1 A Range of Approaches in Archaeology: From Culture History to New Archaeology 
Readings:   

1. Johnson Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5 

2. Lewis Binford 1962 “Archaeology as Anthropology” American Antiquity 28(2):217-225. 

 

9/6 Archaeology of Religions and Ideologies: Studying Rock Art, Ancestors, Beliefs  

Readings: 

1. Johnson Chapters 6 

2. AIP McDonald – Rock-Art 

3. Peter Schmidt 2010 African Archaeology and the Ancestors. 

http://www.worldarchaeologicalcongress.org/component/content/article/64-reports/475-african-

archaeology-and-the-ancestors 

4. D. Rae Gould 2010 “Indigenous Archaeology and Being Indian in New England” In Being and 

Becoming Indigenous Archaeologists, pp. 107-115 

 

9/8 A Range of Approaches in Archaeology: From Post Processualism to the New Pragmatism 

Term Project: First Step (choose a case study) is due 

Readings: 

1. Johnson Chapters 7, 8, and 9 

 

II. Methods and Techniques of Archaeology 

9/13 Field Methods in Archaeology: What to do with a Trowel and the Results of Diggings 

Readings:   

1. AIP David – Finding Sites 

2. AIP Balme and Paterson – Stratigraphy 

3. Michael Shanks and Randall McGuire 1996 "The Craft of Archaeology" American Antiquity 61(1):75-

88. 

4. Linda E. Patrik 1985 "Is There an Archaeological Record?" Advances in Archaeological Method and 

Theory 8:27-62. 

5. Johannes Loubser 2003 "Peeling Off Layers" Archaeology: The Comic, pages 43-69. 

 

9/15 Theory and Methods for Landscapes 

Readings: 

1. CAT Part 2 Landscapes, Spaces, and Natures 

2. Margaret Bruchac 2010 “Indigenous Journeys – Splinterville, Drenthe, Amherst” In Being and Becoming 

Indigenous Archaeologists, pp. 66-75. 

 

9/20 Temporal Analysis: Thinking about Time and Dating Sites 

Readings:  

1. AIP Holdaway – Absolute Dating 

2. AIP Lawrence – Historic Artifacts 

3. Paola Demattè 2006 The Chinese Jade Age: Between Antiquarianism and Archaeology. Journal of 

Social Archaeology 6(2):202-226 

4. Kathleen Deagan and Jane Landers 1999 "Fort Mosé: Earliest Free African-American Town in the 

United States" In I, Too Am America: Archaeological Studies of African-American Life, pp. 261-282. 

 

Special Event on September 21 at 6 pm in Mildred Sainer Pavilion: Kathleen Deagan lecturing on Fort 

Mosé: America's Black Fortress of Freedom  

 

9/22 Classification and Artifact Analysis:  Organizing and Making Sense of Stones, Pots, 

Gravestones, and other Artifacts 
Readings: 

1. AIP Clarkson and O’Connor – Stone Artifact Analysis 

2. AIP Ellis – Ceramics 

3. James Deetz 1996 "Remember Me as You Pass by” In Small Things Forgotten, pp. 89-124. 

 

http://www.worldarchaeologicalcongress.org/component/content/article/64-reports/475-african-archaeology-and-the-ancestors
http://www.worldarchaeologicalcongress.org/component/content/article/64-reports/475-african-archaeology-and-the-ancestors
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9/27 Humans in the Biological World: Evolution and Archaeology 

Readings: 

1. Johnson Chapter 10 

2. Richard Klein with Blake Edgar 2002 Chapter 1 (Dawn at Twilight Cave) and Chapter 8 Nurture or 

Nature before the Dawn). The Dawn of Human Culture, pp. 11-28, 257-273. 

1. AIP O’Connor and Barrett – Animal Bones 

2. AIP Beck – Plant Remains 

 

9/29 Class does not meet 

Assignment: Workgroups on Theoretical Approach for Term Project 

 

10/4 Humans and the Environment: Ecological Approaches 

Term Project: Second Step (choose a theoretical approach) is due 

Readings: 

1. William Marquardt 1994 The Role of Archaeology in Raising Environmental Consciousness: An 

Example from Southwest Florida. In Historical Ecology, pp. 203-221.  

2. AIP Huckleberry - Sediments 

 

III. Now and Then 

10/6 Material Culture, Prestige, and Information Exchange: Style and its Issues 
Readings:  

1. Wobst, H. Martin 1977 “Stylistic Behavior and Information Sharing” For the Director:  Research Essays 

in Honor of James B. Griffin, pages 317-342.  

2. Wobst, H. Martin 1999 “Style in archaeology or archaeologists in style” Material Meanings: Critical 

Approaches to the Interpretation of Material Culture, pages 118-132. 

3. Kent Flannery 1982 "The Golden Marshalltown: A Parable for the Archaeology of the 1980s" American 

Anthropologist 84(2):265-278. 

 

  

Fall Break 
 

 

10/18 Why Wait?: Approaches to Material Culture and the Contemporary 

1. Mats Burström 2009 “Garbage or Heritage: The Existential Dimensions of a Car Cemetery” In 

Contemporary Archaeologies, pp. 131-143. 

2. Henry Glassie 1999 Material Culture in Material Culture, pp. 41-86. 

3. Daniel Miller 2010 Theories of Things. Stuff, pp. 42-78.  

4. Dorothy Lippert 2006 “Building a Bridge to Cross a Thousand Years” American Indian Quarterly 

30(3&4):431-440 

5. Reread Johnson Chapter 4 

 

10/20 Marxism in Archaeology 

Readings: 

1. Reread Johnson Chapter 6 section on Marxism 

2. Dean Saitta 1988 Marxism, Prehistory, and Primitive Communism. Rethinking Marxism 1(4):145-168. 

3. Randall McGuire 2006 “Marxism and Capitalism in Historical Archaeology” In The Cambridge 

Companion to Historical Archaeology, pp. 123-142. 

 

10/25 History and Practice 

Readings: 

1. CAT Part 3 
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10/27 History and Archaeology 

Term Project: Third Step (representation of data) is due 

Readings:   

1. AIP Little – Historical Sources 

2. Johnson Chapter 11 

3. William Y. Adams 1979 "On the Argument from Ceramics to History: A Challenge based upon evidence 

from Medieval Nubia" Current Anthropology 20(4):727-744. 

4. Lynn Meskell 1998 "An Archaeology of Social Relations in an Egyptian Village" Journal of 

Archaeological Method and Theory 5(3):209-243. 

 

IV. Divides and Their Productive Approaches 

11/1 Identities: Race and Gender in Archaeological Analyzes 

Readings:  

1. CAT Part 4 

2. CAT Part 5 

3. Rosemary Joyce 2008 Sensuous Figures, Celibates, and Sex-Workers: Thinking about Sex in the Past. In 

Ancient Bodies, Ancient Lives: Sex, Gender, and Archaeology, pp. 86-114. 

4. Reread Johnson Chapter 8 

 

11/3 Memory and Heritage 

Readings: 

1. CAT Part 6 and 8 

 

11/8 Nationalist Archaeology  

Readings: 

1. Johnson Chapter 12 

2. CAT part 7 

3. Greg Borgsted and Jason Yaeger 2008 “Notions of Cultural Continuity and Disjunction in Maya Social 

Movements and Maya Archaeology” In Archaeology and the Postcolonial Critique, pp. 91-107. 

 

11/10 Communities and Collaborative 

Readings: 

1. AIP Zimmerman – Consulting Stakeholders 

2. Theresa Singleton and Charles Orser 2003 "Descendant Populations: Linking People in the Present to the 

Past" Ethical Issues in Archaeology, pages 143-152. 

 

11/15 Class does not meet 

Assignment: Work on your term project 

 

11/17 Class does not meet 

Assignment: Work on your class presentation 

 

VI. Representing the Past 

11/22 Class Presentations 

Readings: 

1. Johnson Chapter 13 

2. Lars Fogelin 2007 “Inference to the Best Explanation: A Common and Effective Form of Archaeological 

Reasoning” American Antiquity 72(4):603-625. 

 

11/24 Class does not meet 

 

11/29 Ethics in Contemporary Archaeology: Representing the Human Past Today 

Readings: 

1. CAT Part 9 

2. AIP White – Producing the Record 
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Method and Theory in Archaeology 

Assignment #1 Reflections on Archaeology and Important Sites 

Fall 2011 

 

Everybody seems to know something about archaeology. Being in this class means you 

have completed the introductory course in archaeology and taken some other 

anthropology classes. You have probably seen some archaeological scholarship in 

textbooks and other sources or presentations of the past at heritage sites, educational 

television, and magazines as well as popular culture sources among other representations 

and presentations. The value of archaeology is fiercely debated and contested. 

Archaeology can be a neoliberal resource, a tool for nationalism, and a means of 

empowerment as well as a source of knowledge and information. The below is meant to 

bring out some of the issues for archaeology in regards to this course.  

 

I. Values and Professionalism 

Background: 

1. Read the ethics statements of the WAC 

(http://www.worldarchaeologicalcongress.org/site/about_ethi.php).   

2. Read the ethics statements of the SAA 

(http://www.saa.org/AbouttheSociety/PrinciplesofArchaeologicalEthics/tabid/203/Default.aspx) 

  

The Assignment: What is the value of archaeology? How do these ethics statements 

relate to the value of archaeology and to the values of the profession of archaeology? 

Please keep your answer to these linked questions to one concise paragraph 

 

II. SITES OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Let’s assume a big technology company has developed a new 3-D hologram system and 

the company’s founder, a New College alumnus, wants to use the technology to 

showcase archaeological sites. The technology offer exciting, new dynamic presentations 

of the archaeological record. Since he graduated from New College, the alumnus is 

turning to this class for suggestions of a Florida site that should be the first test run for the 

technology.  

 

The Assignment 

Part 1: Choose a Florida archaeological site and explain why it should be chosen for 

presentation. Explain which site you would present using the technology in a paragraph. 

 

Part 2: The presentation using your choice went so well that the alumnus is looking for 

five more sites from anywhere on the planet. UNESCO lists World Heritage Sites around 

the world. The current list contains 851 (660 are cultural) sites across 184 countries (see 

http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31). The choices you make will lead UNESCO to 

provide extensive funding for further exploration and more extensive presentation of the 

world heritage sites you choose. Which five sites from the World Heritage List would 

you chose and why? Explain in complete sentences.  

http://www.worldarchaeologicalcongress.org/site/about_ethi.php
http://www.saa.org/AbouttheSociety/PrinciplesofArchaeologicalEthics/tabid/203/Default.aspx
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Method and Theory in Archaeology 

Assignment #2 A Theoretically-Informed Case Study 

Fall 2011 

 
 
For the semester project, students will choose a case study in collaboration with the 

professor and turn the topic into a research paper. The project will involve an analytical 

and critical discussion of a theoretical approach and its application to an archaeological 

example. The main aim of the project is the bridging of theoretical discussions and 

material evidence; explicit use of relevant course materials is expected.  The result should 

be expertise in the case study and the sharpened ability to employ method and theory in 

Anthropology.  

 

There are four steps to the assignment: 

1) First you need to choose the archaeological site for your case study. Then,  

a. provide the temporal (i.e., time period) and geographic (i.e., location) for the site,  

b. describe the major attributes of the materiality for the project, and 

c. explain why you chose the site for your term project.  

The two- to four-page double-spaced hard copy paper is due on September 6
th

. 

 

2) Choose a theoretical approach (this requires reading ahead) and explain which aspects 

of the past and human society will be highlighted by this choice in a two to four page 

paper. The typed, double-spaced hard copy is due October 3
rd

.  

 

3) Organize the data for your case in a graphic manner: a graph, a series of maps, tables, 

et cetera. This step toward the final paper is due October 27
th

.  

 

4) Oral presentation on your tentative conclusions to the class on November 22
nd

. 

 

5) The final paper is due to the professor’s mailbox on Tuesday December 5
th

 by 11 am. 



 9 

 

The approaches discussed in class are the options for theoretical approaches. The case 

study can be a famous object, an archaeological assemblage, or contemporary material 

culture (see below) but since the professor is evaluating the work, the example needs to 

be in his (wide and eclectic) areas of expertise. The key to the assignment is the 

appropriate use of the approach, including methods and techniques that bridge the 

archaeological data to the theoretical implications and that illuminate anthropological 

issues for the case study. The paper needs to explain the theoretical approach (more than 

the course materials will probably be needed, but course materials must be employed), 

provide rich details on the case study, including explanation of techniques that was or 

should be used, and explanation of an analysis that demonstrates your understanding of 

theory, method, and data in archaeology. The theoretical approach will guide the 

representation of the site, artifact, ancient community, or history. 

 

The challenge for this project comes with the case study. See the professor on the choice 

about the case study.  While Lewis Binford defined archaeology as the scientific study of 

the archaeological record, this course defines archaeology as the study of material culture 

so the materiality, broadly defined, is the focus. The options: 

a. an archaeological site including its artifacts. This option requires that you locate the 

appropriate materials for the study.  I encourage you to think big – a well-known site that 

has competing interpretations and that has several publications would be best.  Examples 

would include Cahokia, the Great Pyramids in Giza, Masada, Stonehenge, Easter Island, 

the Miami Circle, among many other possibilities. 

b. a famous object. This option allows an exploration of the details of an object as well as 

discussion of its meaning, both in its context and for the contemporary world.  Examples 

could include one of the statues from the Cesnola Collection at the Ringling Museum of 

Art, the Mesopotamian Ram in the Thicket, Paleolithic Female Figurines, the Tel Dan 

Inscription, the Calusa cat, Neolithic plastered skulls, Clovis Points, among many other 

possibilities.   

c. an ancient group of people. This option allows you take culture history for a group and 

explore additional anthropological facets of their lifeways via the questions raised by the 

theoretical approaches discussed in the course. Examples include Canaanites, Calusa, 

Iroquois, Shang Chinese, Harappan, Minoans, among many other archaeological 

possibilities. 

 

The project will take most of the semester due to data collection, background research, 

depth for the theoretical perspective, and appropriate use of methods. Course concerns 

with ethics and writing archaeology must be included in the assignment. Bringing up 

your progress and process for this project should be part of your class discussion 

participant and visits to the professor’s office hours. The twelve to eighteen-page hard-

copy paper, excluding maps, figures, and tables, is due as stated above. 



 10 

Appendix A: Why Write a Research Paper? 
 

This course asks you to write a research paper. It might seem self-evident that college courses require final 

papers and this course would ask for a research paper. But the choice is not just a matter of the professor 

deciding on a paper versus an exam, the assignment is an integral part of Method and Theory in 

Archaeology because the craft of research requires experiential learning and seminars work best when all 

participants can bring examples and experiences to the table. 

 

1) What are research papers?  First of all, research papers are not essays or reports. An essay is a focused 

subject of discussion, usually from the author’s personal point of view. A report can meekly repeat 

information found in one or more sources. Writing a research paper requires a good deal more intellectual 

involvement and commitment than writing a report does. Then what is a research paper? It is not simply 

your consideration of an issue. Like a report, a library research paper presents data and ideas (which are 

typically drawn from several sources) within the context of a larger discussion. Unlike a report, a research 

paper presents an analysis and interpretation of data and ideas found in a survey of the specific literature 

relevant to the topic of your paper. Analysis is the process of organizing and summarizing data and ideas in 

order to answer a question. Interpretation refers to a discussion of the meaning and implications of your 

answers for the issues, ideas, and problems that your paper addresses. 

 

2) What are research papers good for? Research-paper writing skills and citation formats may seem 

arcane. The assignment could be seen as a case of an academic trying to perpetuate a style and foist it off 

on students who will never need what they learn. But research papers are central to a variety of fields: first, 

research papers are what academia is all about. If you plan to go to graduate school and on in academia, 

you have to speak the language. More important than your career plans, research papers are about making a 

difference in a productive manner.  Many Anthropology students, and hopefully most students at this tiny 

liberal arts college, are interested in the state of the world and want to make a difference in our world. The 

past matters. The past matters passionately for many peoples around the world. The past matters because it 

provides a well of conclusions about our present and future. And the past matters because it is manipulated 

and misrepresented for social and political purposes. One important way to have input into the state of the 

world is through research for successful arguing and maneuvering that ultimately leads to positive, 

productive change. Basically, a research paper is about (a) trying to arrive at an answer along with a 

number of colleagues (so it is important for all of you to be able to reconstruct logical/analytical chains 

leading to each conclusion), so that (i) every link is carefully checked and (ii) your colleagues can build on 

your ideas afterward; or (b) trying to convince an educated person (including policy-makers and 

politicians) of a position on a technical issue.  

 

For Method and Theory in Archaeology, the research paper assignment is meant to encourage you to 

organize your ideas, data, analysis and interpretation into a coherent argument that can answer questions 

and convince others. It does require you entered the course ready to address anthropological concerns and 

issues surrounding social change, what happened in human history, and the materiality of human lives. The 

readings are by impressive intellectuals and adventurous academics that set out their agenda for addressing 

the archaeological record, human history, and social diversity and engaging their concerns is an appropriate 

means to frame your research paper. The key to a successful research paper is choosing a topic that is 

meaningful, even passionately contested so that your research can make a contribution to a larger discourse. 

The course has examples from a wide range of places and concerns – choose carefully. 


