
 

AP Literature Summer Reading (2016-17) 
 

Ms. Norcross     jnorcross.nhs@gmail.com. 

 
Literature is no one’s private ground, literature is common ground; let us trespass freely and 

fearlessly and find our own way for ourselves. 

~ Virginia Woolf 

 
Welcome to AP Literature! This summer I hope you enjoy getting lost in a few great novels. 

 

Reading: All students will read three books.  You will need to procure your own copies of the 

books but it is fine to get used books if possible. This will allow you to annotate as you read. For 

some annotation-inspiration, have a look at David Foster Wallace's teaching copies. Also check 

out the classic essay “How to Mark a Book” by Mark Adler, another useful source. A well-

marked up book is a wonderful thing: it charts your own unique journey into the text. 

 

Likewise, please read these essays about the role of the artist and the effects of art: "Your Brain 

on Fiction" by Annie Murphy Paul and "The Creative Process" by James Baldwin. These essays, 

in addition to your reading of How to Read Literature Like a Professor (see below) will assist us 

in our exploration of literature this year.  

 

Required Texts (2) : 

 How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. Reading this is like a 

very relaxed, informal chat with a very approachable English professor (which Foster is, 

at the University of Michigan). It introduces literary elements and patterns in an engaging 

and accessible way. Read this book first. You’ll be using the ideas in these chapters for 

your analyses later so you may want to take brief summative notes for each chapter so 

you can easily find what you need when you refer back to it. 

*Please note that an updated version was published recently. It doesn’t matter if 

you get the older version or the newest one – the differences are minimal. 

 

 Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte.  This classic 19th century novel is a compelling read and 

the character Jane is unlike any other. She survives a harsh, tumultuous childhood with 

great resourcefulness, only to find herself in a gothic castle full horrifying secrets.  

Published in an era when girls, especially plain poor, orphaned girls, had few rights and 

little freedom, the spirited Jane advocates for herself just as any man would do. Jane 

embodies elements of both a classic hero who must journey through life alone, searching 

for her place and purpose, but also resembles a modern hero who isn't content to just find 

her place but also insists on meaning and a sense of identity that the unjust world would 

attempt to deny her. Try to balance annotating with just enjoying the story. Some students 

prefer to read it first and go back to annotate; others read a chapter or two, and then 

annotate. Find what works for you. 
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Free Choice (1): 

 Please read at least one of the works from the enclosed list of titles (this list will also be 

posted on Schoology). These are novels and plays that have appeared on the AP 

Literature Exams over 40 years. I offer you this vast choice because I want you to love 

what you’re reading this summer. Reading as much as possible is the best tool for 

preparing you for the upcoming year. Keep a log of the titles you read, and be prepared to 

review them informally for the class during book talks. 
 

Writing: All students must complete the following: 

 

1. For your free choice novel from the list, write a 2-3 page critical analysis of the work using one 

of the chapter ideas that Foster outlines in How to Read Literature Like a Professor. The essay 

must include a strong arguable thesis, which is then supported by adequate and succinct textual 

evidence. Be sure to follow MLA style guidelines. 

   

2. For Jane Eyre, have thoughtful and thorough annotations in your book. Additionally, keep a 

reader's journal with 8-10 quotes/passages of key moments/interactions that you think influence 

who Jane grows up to become. Under your quotes, note why the chosen passage would affect her 

development (moral, intellectual, psychological, physical) and also how it ends up doing so (what 

is the result). Always keep in mind thematic significance; how does Jane’s journey to adulthood, 

wrought with conflict, embody important messages in the novel as a whole? Type according to 

MLA format. 

 

3. All writing must be entered into Turnitin.com AND a paper copy for first class. 

 

Test: Students will be tested on their summer reading their first week of school. 

 

Assessment:  

 For the essay, the AP Literature Rubric (attached). 

 For the journal, the journal rubric (attached) 

 

Please note that according to course policy, late work is NOT accepted.  

These assignments are due the first day of school with no exception. 

 

If you have any questions, please don't be shy - be in touch at jnorcross.nhs@gmail.com. 

 

Looking very forward to working with you! Have a great summer. 

 

As per school policy, plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a 0.  
 

Journal Hints 

 Choose passages that aren’t too long or short. 2-5 lines are usually sufficient. 

Always include page number (and a Works Cited page). 

 Indicate context – what’s happening when the passage takes place? 

 Discuss how the quote is significant to Jane's development – this is your argument or claim. 

 SUPPORT your claim of significance by referring to specific words/phrases from the quote, 

interpreting their levels of meaning and explaining how this supports your point. When 

relevant, connect back to the work’s meaning as a whole (theme). Agree, disagree or question 

what you see in the passage. Construct new meaning. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 

 

Essay Rubric 
 

9-8  
Superior papers are persuasive in their argument, specific in their references, cogent in their 
definitions, and free of plot summary. They demonstrate the writer's ability to discuss a 
prompt with insight and understanding and to control a wide range of the elements of 
composition. At all times, they make a convincing case for their interpretation and stay 
focused on the question and the thesis. These papers reflect stylistic flair and in-depth and 
original analysis, with apt and specific concrete supporting details. This score is 
equivalent to an A.  
7-6  
These competent papers offer a reasonable analysis and refer to the text for support. They 
demonstrate the writer's ability to effectively express ideas clearly, and they provide a 
sustained argument; however, they reveal a more limited understanding than do the papers in 
the 9-8 range. Generally, 6 essays present a less sophisticated analysis and less consistent 
command of the elements of effective writing than essays scored 7. This score is equivalent 
to a B.  
5  
Offering a safe and plausible analysis, these essays tend to be superficial or 
underdeveloped. Discussion of meaning may be mechanical, or inadequately related to the 
chosen details, and the argument may be minimally supported. They may be formulaic and 
are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as the upper papers. On the other hand, 
the writing is adequate to convey the writer's ideas and stays focused on the prompt. This 
score is equivalent to a C.  
4-3  
These papers fail to offer an adequate analysis as discussion is likely to be unpersuasive, 
unfocused, undeveloped, or misguided. The meaning they deduce may be inaccurate or 
insubstantial and not clearly related to the question. Part of the question may be omitted 
altogether, or the presentation of ideas may be repetitive. The writing may convey the 
writer's ideas, but it reveals weaker control over such elements as diction, organization, 
syntax, or grammar. The 3 essays may contain significant misinterpretations of the 
question or the work they discuss; they may also contain little, if any, supporting evidence, 
and practice paraphrase and plot summary at the expense of analysis. This score is 
equivalent to a D/F.  
2-1  
These essays compound the weakness of essays in the 4-3 range and are frequently 
unacceptably brief. They may persistently misread, and usually offer little clarity, 
organization, or support. They may be poorly written on several counts, including many 
distracting errors in grammar and mechanics. Although the writer may have made some 
effort to answer the question, the views presented have little clarity or coherence. This score 
is equivalent to an F 

 
 
 

Adapted from C. Shelnut (Lakeland High School, Florida) 

 



 
Rubric for AP Summer Reading Journal 

 

Expert (detailed, elaborate responses)—90-100: 

Extra effort is evident. You include more than the minimal number of entries. Your 

quotes are relevant, important, thought provoking, and representative of the assigned 

topic of exploration for the novel. You can “read between the lines” of the text 

(inference). You consider meaning of the text in a universal sense. When appropriate, you 

evaluate the author’s writing style as part of response. You question, agree, disagree, 

appreciate, and object. Sentences are grammatically correct with correct spelling and 

punctuation. All requirements of the assignment are met. 

 

Mastery (detailed responses)—80-89:  

A solid effort is evident. You include an adequate number of legible entries. Your quotes 

are relevant and connect to the assigned topic of the novel. Entries exhibit insight and 

thoughtful analysis. You construct a thoughtful interpretation of the text. You show some 

ability to make meaning of what you read. You explain the general significance. You 

attempt to evaluate the author’s writing style as a part of your response, where 

appropriate. You raise interesting questions. You explain why you agree or disagree with 

the text. All requirements of the assignment are met. 

 

Proficient (somewhat detailed responses)—75-79:  

Sentences are mostly correct with a few careless spelling and grammatical errors. You 

selected quotes that may be interesting to you, but that don’t necessarily examine the 

assigned topic of the novel. Entries exhibit insight and thoughtful analysis at times but 

are inconsistent. You make connections, but explain with little detail at times. You ask 

simple questions of the text. You may agree or disagree, but don’t support your views.  

 

Literal Reader (simple, factual responses)—70:  

Entries exhibit limited insight or none at all. You accept the text literally. You are 

reluctant to create meaning from the text. You make few connections to the assigned 

topic. Your responses lack detail or are off topic. You are sometimes confused by 

sections of the text. MLA format is incorrect or some other aspect of the requirements 

hasn’t been met.  

 

Still needs development (perfunctory responses)—below 70:  

You include too few entries. Very little effort is evident. You find the text confusing, but 

make no attempt to figure it out. You create little or no meaning from the text. You make 

an occasional connection to the text, and the ideas lack development. Sentences contain 

numerous grammatical and spelling errors. 

 


