
NAPAVINE SCHOOL DISTRICT QUARTERLY NEWS & CELEBRATIONS 

The 3rd quar-

ter has come 

to an end and 

I hope every-

one had some 

time to relax 

and spend 

time with 

your families and friends during 

Spring Break. We now turn the  

corner toward the finish line and 

before we know it, we are looking 

at graduation and summer. This 

time of year gets very busy and 

here are some updates of what’s 

been going on this past quarter  

and what’s coming up. 
 

We just wrapped up student con-

ferences and we are thankful for all 

the parents that came in to discuss 

your students’ progress and how to 

finish the year strong. We are also 

pleased with the outcome of  

student led conferences in the  

secondary. We saw many students 

take a leadership role and owner-

ship in their learning.  
 

We are also thankful for all the 

community members that were 

able to join in the Spaghetti Feed 

and Live Auction fundraiser for the 

Scholarship Foundation and  

Napavine-Newaukum Lion’s Club. 

It was a great success and raised 

over $12,500 for graduates. 
 

As we prepare for ending the 

school year, one of the items that 

comes up in this quarter is state 

testing. Our individual schools will 

be getting the state testing sched-

ule for you, but a good rule of 

thumb is to not plan any family 

vacations during the months of 

May and early June. Also, we  

have a great opportunity on April 

23rd  for all Juniors to take the  

SAT test during the school day at 

no cost! This is the second year in 

a row that we received a grant to 

fund this opportunity for our  

students. This could possibly open 

up a bunch of doors for college  

acceptance and scholarships. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank the 

community again for passing the 

Educational Programs and Opera-

tions School Levy in February.  

We passed the levy at the highest 

rate ever for Napavine School  

District at 65.1% approval!  

Although we still are facing a  

significant budget shortfall, as 

nearly all school districts in the 

state are facing for next year, 
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these levy funds will help sustain 

many of our existing programs.  
 

Thank you for continuing to make 

Napavine a great place to work and 

a great place to learn. Go Tigers! 

Napavine High School 

Geoff Parks, Superintendent 
Napavine School District 

Napavine Middle School 

Napavine Elementary School 



The Napavine High School Scholarship Foundation and 
Napavine-Newaukum Lions Club partnered in March  
to sponsor a spaghetti feed and auction fundraiser to  
support Senior scholarships and elementary projects. 
The successful event raised over $12,500 to support 
scholarships for graduating Seniors. Proceeds from 
ticket sales were shared with the Lions Club and will 
be used to support Napavine Elementary School  
projects.  
 

The evening began with a spaghetti dinner and enter-
tainment by the High School Jazz Band. Next came a 
lively “dessert frenzy” which allowed each table to 
pool funds, with the highest total donation being first 
to choose a favorite after-dinner-dessert to end their 
meal. Finally the live auction, lead by Jerry Owens, 
ended the evening. 
 

Thanks go to Chartwell’s Food Service, the High School 
Honor Society, Track Team, Jazz Band and Mr. Schutz 
and the student helpers he provided. Many thanks also 
go to the gracious donors of auction items, spaghetti 
feed supplies and desserts. The support from all these 
groups made our event the most successful yet. 
 

And thank you to our wonderful community. The  
generosity this year gave the Foundation the ability  
to provide several scholarships to this year’s gradu-
ating Seniors. 

TIGERTREK SPRING 2019 • PAGE 2 

Napavine School District was awarded a state grant in  
the form of capital funding to be used solely for equal 
access facility repairs and alterations. The grant, in the 
amount of $54,650, was used to update and improve 
access and ADA compliance throughout our district  
including updating the entrance to the football stadium 
and sidewalks at the elementary. 
 

A specific area of focus was creating a sidewalk at the  
elementary school bus loop that connected the city 
sidewalks from 2nd Ave. to 4th Ave. Previously this  
area was not connected and the bus waiting area was 
made of gravel. Also, with this funding there will be a 
railing installed along the sidewalk that will have wide 
entrances that align with doors for the busses. This  
will create a safe barrier between the road and the  
students as well as open up access for all students to 
board the busses. We are very fortunate to be able to 
update the access for all of our students at the elemen-
tary as well as create safer access to the city sidewalks 
and the school district busses. 

Elementary PTA  
Fundraising Success 

The Napavine Elementary PTA has worked diligently 

on numerous fundraisers and plan to finish strong 

with a few more events up their sleeve. Together, 

with a supportive staff, families and community 

members, they are able to provide new equipment, 

field trips, teacher grants and enrichment for the 

school. Fundraisers to date include the Fall Fund-

raiser, McTakeover, Silent Auction, Penny Drive  

and Sahara Pizza Nights which have brought in over 

$18,600.  

Follow Tiger  
 

www.2bcentral.com 

Athletic schedules, rosters, standings,  

tournament information and more.  

http://www.2bcentral.com


Science Curriculum Brings Dissection to Elementary 
New Science curriculum at Napavine Elementary School  
includes using the Science and Technology Concepts kits from 
the Smithsonian Science Education Center and Carolina  
Science. The kits provide all materials and equipment that  
is needed (but often not readily available) to preform hands-
on experiments. 
 

Mrs. Keller’s 6th Grade Science students dissected frogs using 
a lesson designed to help students gather evidence showing 
that cells, tissues, organs and organ systems depend on one 
another. Students spent about three days with the frogs, 
making connections between frog anatomy and human 
anatomy. Students were able to work with a partner or 
two to investigate how each structure plays a role in the 
survival of a multi-cellular organism. They were able to 
witness how organ systems work together in order to  
carry out the processes required for survival.  
 

In Mrs. Mitchell’s 4th Grade Science classes, they had  
a similar lesson with squid. Their lesson investigated  
animal external and internal structures through squid   
dissection. Students also had the opportunity to witness  
a cow eyeball dissection demonstration as well as a  
sheep brain.  
 

Both teachers agree the new curriculum and kits offer 
authentic STEM experiences allowing them opportunities 
to nurture curiosity, and engage students in inquiry-
centered, hands-on science on a daily basis inspiring a 
love of science and engineering. 
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Even though most of us avoid talking politics, it was the hot topic in the 4th  
Grade during their annual visit to the Washington State Capitol Building in March.   
The tour is an introduction to representative democracy and the three branches  
of government and includes information on the Legislative Building's function,  
operation, symbolism and history. Students were able to see our state govern-
ment "in action" and participated in the Gardner vs. Loomis mock trial in the  
Temple of Justice, the home of the state Supreme Court.   

4th Graders Participate in Mock Trial During Capitol Visit 
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6th Grade Museum Blasts Off  
to the International Space Station 

This year, Mrs. Keller’s 6th grade science students took their audience 
to the International Space Station (I.S.S.). Working tirelessly to create 
another amazing interactive museum for the Elementary student body 
to tour, they created a model of the Soyuz rocket in order to transport 
students' imaginations to their destination. Upon arrival, student  
astronaut tour guides demonstrated what it is like to work and live on 
the I.S.S. 
 

Popular sections included a sample sleeping pod, onboard restroom 
and an onboard kitchen complete with samples of dehydrated food  
to try. The mission was to teach and inspire people to learn more 
about this international endeavor and have some fun doing it. 
Mission accomplished! Thank you Mrs. Keller for yet another  
fabulous museum!  



TIGERTREK SPRING 2019 • PAGE 5 

Kids arrived for their bedtime story in pajamas ready to “Snuggle Up and Read” 
when the elementary school hosted its annual Literary Night for families in 
January. Guest readers took a classroom for the evening and read to rotating 
groups of children of all ages. Guest readers included: Superintendent Geoff 
Parks, Napavine Police Chief Salyers, Elementary Custodian and horse lover 
Tabbitha Handly, Lions Club members Sara Taylor and Vanessa Horning, NHS 
ASB President Ada Williams, and many other teachers and community  
members. The Napavine-Newaukum Lions Club provided a free book for each 
child and the PTA provided refreshments. Guests were also treated to a visit 
from Napavine’s Sergeant Stripes.  

There’s a  
New Sergeant in  

Tiger Town 
Sergeant Stripes, the new mascot  
for the City of Napavine Police  
Department, stopped by the literacy 
event to greet pajama clad kids and 
their parents.  
 

Stripes was introduced classroom by 
classroom at the elementary by Chief 
Salyers earlier in the year. Chief  
explained that Stripes was hired as 
part of the Napavine law enforce-
ment team and would help students 
learn more about the importance of 
law enforcement and what our police 
do in our communities to keep us 
safe. Welcome Sergeant Stripes to 
Tiger Town! 

The Importance of Reading Bedtime Stories to Big Kids 
A solid reader still needs storytime, even when your kid can read by him or herself.  

Keep the routine going with Scholastic’s advice and book recommendations!  
  

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/parent-child/importance-reading-bedtime-stories-to-big-kids.html


At Districts this 
April, Lela Stewart 
was elected District 
3 President, Faith 
Rutherford was 
elected District 3 
Reporter. Lela  
Stewart placed  
1st in Prepared 
Speaking and 3rd  

in Employment Skills, Makayla Rutherford placed 5th in  
Employment Skills. Victoria Rutherford placed 6th in 
Creed Speaking.  
 

The whole team, members include Lela Stewart, Andrew 
Ross, Maverick Mitchell, Colby Mitchell and Tylan  
Ettner, will be going on to the State FFA Convention  
to compete in May. The contest includes timber cruising, 
map reading, compass and pacing, diseases, tree id, tool 
id and general knowledge. Good Luck at State FFA! 

SkillsUSA is a partnership of  
students, teachers and industry 
working together to ensure 
America has a skilled workforce. 

SkillsUSA helps each student excel by providing  
educational programs, events and competitions that  
support career and technical education (CTE) in the nation’s 
classrooms.  
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The FFA Forestry 
team is working 
hard to represent 
Napavine. Students 
have been practicing 
and competing in 
the Forestry Career 
Development events 
around the State. 
The team placed 1st 
at the Grays Harbor 
College Competition 
and they also placed 

1st at the Southwest WA Competition held at Toutle 
Lake High School. The team placed 2nd at the Mt. Baker 
Competition.  

FFA Forestry Team’s Skills 
Tested at Competition 

Welding Fabrication Team 
Takes First at Centralia 

SkillsUSA welding 
students have had 
a great year.  
Students compet-
ed at Welding Skills 
at Lower Colombia 
College with  
Andrew Ross  
taking 2nd Place 
Overall and Lela 
Stewart and Brett 

Bradshaw also competing. Students had to show 
their skills in SMAW, GMAW, FCAW, and GTAW 
welding. The welding fabrication team of Brett  
Bradshaw, Andrew Ross and Cole Fornes had an  
impressive win of 1st Place at the competition held  
at Centralia Community College. The team read blue-
prints to build a project according to exact specifica-
tions. Special thanks to Aaron Lyon for helping with 
the team. 

Senior Maverick Mitchell and Junior Lela Stewart   
applied for and were accepted as State FFA Degree  
Recipients. The State FFA Degree is awarded to FFA 
members who have demonstrated the highest level of 
commitment to the Washington State FFA Association 
and made significant accomplishments in their Super-
vised Agricultural Experiences (SAEs). They are the first 
students from Napavine to be awarded this honor.  
Students must be a 2 year member, invested $1,000  
or 300 hours and completed FFA leadership skills. 
Mitchell and Stewart will be receiving their awards at 
the State FFA Convention held at WSU in May. We look 
forward to a long tradition of students receiving this 
honor. 

Two Students Awarded 
State FFA Degree 

FFA is the premier youth organization 

preparing members for leadership and 

careers in the science, business and 

technology of agriculture. 
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Napavine Takes Over McDonald’s 
Napavine Elementary School’s annual McTakeover was the biggest 
McTakeover to date at the Napavine location! A McTakeover is an  
opportunity for a non-profit group to help “work” at McDonald’s for  
a two-hour shift earning 30% of the profits for the two hours. Store 
owner, Shari Nixon, was so impressed with the community support  
that she gave the school 40% of the profits. The parking lots were full 
and the restaurant packed as Napavine families ordered up dinner.  
 

In addition, the drive-thru turned into an amazing pay-it-forward  
experience. During the two hours, 14 people paid for other people’s 
food. The event brought in $2,200 and proceeds will go towards tech-
nology items for classrooms. Thank you, Napavine McDonald’s Manager, 
Rachel Lester, for hosting this great community fundraising event! 



Free SAT 
Test for 
Juniors 
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JANUARY Theme: Tolerance 
 

KINDERGARTEN: Grace Williams, Carson Bearden, Olivia Amman 
1ST GRADE: Elias Smith, Maren Caywood, Hannah Sawyer 
2ND GRADE: Kasen Carbaugh, Wylie Reimer, Wyatt Smith             
3RD GRADE: Dreden Smith, Maddox VonPressentin, Darius Brockman  
4TH GRADE: Alexis Schutz, Ryvir Matzko, Sydney Ludlow 
5TH GRADE: Evelina Zhikhor, Charley Hollinger, Maddie Dickinson 
6TH GRADE: Jadon Hansen, Landon McNamara, Cyren Brower-Bratlien 
 

FEBRUARY Theme: Dreamer 
 

KINDERGARTEN: Mia Hollis, Braylon Gallagher, Savannah Jones 
1ST GRADE: Ava Evander, Ryleigh Forde, Elliana Simper 
2ND GRADE: Mallory Gaskill, Miguel Orozco, Scarlett Maslowski      
3RD GRADE: Jordyn Morris, Jenna Gallagher, Pono Moniz-Taitague 
4TH GRADE: Anna Guenther, Yessi Mejia Rodriguez, Samantha Barber  
5TH GRADE: Madison Tully, Masen Jeg, Abigail Marcial 
6TH GRADE: Lillian Bender, Maesen Griffith, Brooklinn Smith 
 

MARCH Theme: Creativity 
 

KINDERGARTEN: Cooper Vasilauskas, Reid Lewis, Ryker Barcott  
1ST GRADE: Kinley Kelly, Vincent Butterton, Chantell White 
2ND GRADE: Dane Schouten, Joseph Kim, Paulino Martinez 
3RD GRADE: Natalie Fenwick, Logan McNamara, Tilley Jaimes 
4TH GRADE: Gavin Armstrong, Landon Engelbertson, Lukas Brown 
5TH GRADE: Cindy Mendez-Reyes, Paytin Dailey, Taylen Evander 
6TH GRADE: Daniel Webster, Ethan Barber, Diego Martinez 

Congratulations Elementary Student’s of the Month 

In April, Napavine 
High School Juniors 
had the opportunity 
to take the SAT test 
during the school 

day at no cost to parents or guardians.  
 

Superintendent Parks sought grant funding again 
this year to cover the cost of the testing. The SAT is  
a standardized test/entrance exam widely used for 
college and university admission decisions and  
scholarships in the United States.  

The annual Scholastic Book Fair raised a whopping 

$3,514 in March. The earnings will be used to replace 

and buy new books for the Elementary library.  

Librarian, Rebecca Stark, would like to thank all of 

the  volunteers that helped make it so successful and 

the parents in the community for encouraging reading 

by buying books for their kids and grandkids. Your  

continued support of the library helps to get great 

books into student’s hands. Thank you so much! 
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Napavine Wrestlers  
Pin To Win! 

The Napavine wrestling team wrapped up their  
season by sending 2 wrestlers, Brad Yarbrough at 120 
lbs. and Grant Bennett at 195 lbs., to the 2B WIAA 
State Wrestling Tournament in the Tacoma Dome. 
Both received state participation awards. Also, 9 of 
the wrestlers qualified for District.  
 

At the Napavine Tiger Classic Tournament held in  
January, Grant Bennett won going 5-0 with 5 pins.  
The boy’s wrestling team placed 5th out of 13 teams. 
For the girl’s, Sydney Burdick placed 3rd going 3-1. 
 

Wrestling is a tough sport. It takes dedication both 
physically and mentally. Some kids can’t take the  
pressure of one-on-one competition or adhere to a 
healthy diet. For those that make it, the rewards are 
worth it. Having your hand raised as the winner of a 
match at State is an accomplishment that a wrestler 
will remember for a lifetime. It’s my hope we have  
Napavine students willing to test themselves and turn 
out for wrestling in the future. 
Submitted by Coach Terry 

High School Wrestling Team 

Middle School Wrestling Team 

The 2019 boy’s basketball team finished the year 15-11, 
taking 5th in League and 3rd in District. The Tigers beat 
Adna 46-45 to advance to Sweet 16 for the 15th time in 
school history. 
 

Individual honors went to: 
Dawson Stanley: 1st Team All-League, Chronicle All  
Area, WIBCA All-State, Team Awards: MVP and Mr.  
Profile 
Cade Evander: 3rd Team ALL-League, Team Awards:  
Mr. Hustle and Most Inspirational 
Keith Olson: All-League Honorable Mention, Team 
Award: Most Improved 
 

Coach Stanley would like to thank the Seniors for their 
hard work, dedication and years of commitment to the 
basketball program. 

Tristen Ellison will be greatly missed.  
Submitted by Coach Stanley 

The girls' basketball team went 6-15 this year. The 2019 
girls' basketball team was very young and inexperienced 
this season. The team worked hard year to improve  
individually and as a team. We lost to Raymond 44-27  
in the first round of the district to end our season. Rae  
Sisson and Sydney Purvis were selected honorable  
mention by the coaches in the Central 2B league. We 
are very excited about the future of the program as the 
girls' will continue to work in the off-season to improve 
their skills and strength.  Submitted by Coach Schutz 
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APRIL 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 2 3 4 5 

8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30    

Spring 2019 Calendar 
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Recent actions of our School Board included: 
 

  Approved $5,000 grant from ESD 113 to update  
 cafeteria tables in the high school as well as receive 
 a state of the art cafeteria table valued at $1,000. 
 Approved $5,000 grant for Mrs. Jeske’s classroom 
 from Nisqually Indian Tribe for STEM instruction 
 Reviewed Parent and Family Engagement and  
 Involvement Policies 4129 & 4130 as well as Napavine 
 School District’s Parent Engagement Policy 

School Board's Meeting Schedule: 
The Board meets on the last two Monday’s of each 
month. The first of which is a Workshop session, at 7:00 
p.m. at the District Office. The second, is a Regular 
meeting, at 7:00 p.m. at the District Office. This is the 
meeting for Board action, and an opportunity for  
community comments. 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: 
Monday, April 29 
Monday, May 20 
Tuesday, May 28 

Your Napavine School Board: 

Sonny Butler / District 1 / sbutler@napavineschools.org  

Justin Evander / District 2 / jevander@napavineschools.org 

Tony Kinswa / District 3 / tkinswa@napavineschools.org  

Brad Woodrum / District 4 / bwoodrum@napavineschools.org  

John Hylton / District 5 / jhylton@napavineschools.org 

MAY 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

  1 2 3 

6 7 8 9 10 

13 14 15 16 17 

20 21 22 23 24 

27 28 29 30 31 

MISSION STATEMENT 
NAPAVINE SCHOOL DISTRICT  

OFFICE 
NAPAVINE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

The District newsletter is a quarterly publication. The Fall edition is printed and mailed into homes. All editions can be accessed on the District website. 

The mission of the Napavine  

School District is to work with the  

community to continue our positive growth  

by preparing individuals in a safe and  

secure environment for learning, living  

and working responsibly in society. 

P.O. Box 840 (413 E Park Street) 
Napavine, WA 98565 
Phone: 360-262-3303 / Fax: 360-262-9737 
www.napavineschools.org 
 

District Office Hours: 
8:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 

District Bus Garage: 
Phone: 360-262-3630 

April 19 No School — 
   Waiver Day 

May 24 No School— 
   Snow Make-Up 
 

May 27 No School— 
   Memorial Day 

Thursday,  
June 13 
Noon Dismissal 

School Board Update 
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