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This newsletter is published 
quarterly by the Friends of the 
Modesto Library. Copies may be 
requested by emailing 
info@modestolibraryfriends.org.  

 

The Friends of the Modesto Library 
is a nonprofit organization that 
promotes goodwill and support by 
the community for the Modesto 
Library, stimulates public 
awareness of Modesto Library 
needs, and seeks out sources of 
cultural and educational programs 
for the Modesto Library.  

 

Mail:  

FOML 

P.O. Box 4565 

Modesto CA 95352 

info@modestolibraryfriends.org 

 

Online:  

http://www.ModestoL braryFriends.org 

 

Board of Directors 2010-2011 

 

Officers 

President: Anne Britton 

Vice-Pres: Katherine Johnson 

Secretary: Susan Hannah 

Treasurer: Jonaca Driscoll 

 

Directors: 

Membership: Ellen Dambrosio 

Activities: Barbara Quinn 

Director at Large: Judy Pierce 

 

Publicity: vacant 

Hospitality: vacant 

 

Newsletter: Clare Noonan, Anne 
Britton and Gene Malone  

 

Special thanks to Dittos of Modesto 
(www.dittosprint.com) 

 

The Friends of the Modesto Library is 
a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit in the 
state of California. All contributions are 
tax-deductible as allowed by law.  

ID#:  77-0038333 

President’s Note (Continued) 
Four times this year a small crew that included board members plus John Stott, Kay 
Elson, Clare Noonan and Marie Bairey braved varying conditions of heat, damp, cold 
and chewing gum to clean buckets and buckets of yucky coins from the fountains at 
Vintage Faire Mall. 

Collaboration Partners: 

• Poets of the San Joaquin 

• Stanislaus Library Foundation 

• State Library for Book Club in a Box monthly Modesto Book Discussions 

• Local agencies serving youth: Cricket’s House, Golden Valley Health Centers/
Reach Out and Read, Haven Women’s Center, Hutton House, Parent Resource Cen-
ter, Redwood Family Center, Sierra Vista Child & Family Services, Stanislaus Liter-
acy Center/Family Literacy Program, Toys for Tots, Traveling Tales 

Community Heroes: 

• Chuck Wyrick from Tidwell Enterprises who repeatedly loaned us a cement mixer 
to clean the mall coins. 

• Ditto’s for printing support with the newsletter and the book sales. 

• Don’s Mobile Glass general manager Danny Savage and employee Kevin Smith for 
storing thousands of used books for our sale. 

• McHenry Bowl and Yosemite Lanes for support with prizes for the Teen Summer 
Reading program. 

• Save Mart and Raley’s (Keep using those grocery cards!) 

• Smart and Final for discount on “Ice Cream in a Bag” ingredients 

This is a very small space for a very big THANK YOU to each of the volunteers, col-
laborators and contributors for helping this past year. 

Now we get to do it all over again! In the present soft economy, the 1/8 cent sales tax 
dedicated to the Stanislaus County Library brings in less money, yet funds 87 percent 
of the library’s budget. To supplement this in the coming year, FOML is committing 
money for books, equipment, special events, and even paint and labor for refreshing 
the Modesto library’s public restroom. Your dues and donations along with our fund-
raising efforts make this possible. 

Another big THANK YOU for your support!  

~Anne Britton  

Visit http://modestolibraryfriends.org/ and donate or renew your member-
ship via PayPal ($15 individual; $25 family). Friends of the Modesto Li-
brary is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, Federal Tax ID 
#77-0038333. Contributions are deductible as allowed by law. 
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Friends Bulletin ICE CREAM IN A BAG AND OTHER FUN STUFF 

FOML board member emeritus 
Joan Patterson knows how to 
attract a crowd on a hot June day. 
Dishing up ice cream is always a 
hit. Hundreds of children 
stopped by the east lawn of the 
Modesto Library as part of the 
Stanislaus Reads family event 
on June 25, 2011.  Along with a 
petting zoo of farm animals, 
children visited the Eggmobile 
and J.S. West's Hollywood 
Hens.  Activities included 

analyzing soil, examining the DNA of strawberries and making ice cream in a 
bag.  If you'd like to try that at home, here is the step by step recipe. 
1. Fill gallon freezer bag half full of ice and add 6 tablespoons rock salt. Seal 
the bag. 
2. Put ½ cup milk, ½ teaspoon vanilla and 1 tablespoon sugar in pint or quart 
freezer bag and seal it. 
3. Put the small bag inside the large one and reseal it carefully. 
4. Shake until mixture is ice cream, about 5 minutes. 
5. Pull the smaller bag out and wipe off its top, open it carefully and enjoy! 

 Changes are afoot for THE LITTLE SHOP  
in the Modesto Library. 

• New Staff: Jeanie Miller has joined the team as the new coordinator of 
volunteers. She is adding hours to the schedule as new volunteers sign on to 
help. 

• New Hours: Currently the shop is open Thursday and Saturday mornings 
10:00 to 1:00, with afternoon shifts for those days as volunteers become 
available. If you might be interested in being a volunteer sales clerk, contact 
Jeanie at jeanmiller2010@comcast.net or leave a message on the shop 
voicemail 573-3142. 

• New Merchandise: Movies on VHS are now available. Choose from dozens 
of classic westerns, comedy, adventure, mysteries and more – all at only 
$1.00 apiece. Also, more shelf space has been added so the used book 
selection is broader. Local authors are still represented with their new books. 

• Help Wanted: A permanent General Manager a still needed. If you know of 
someone who might consider taking this part time volunteer position, please 
pass on the information. 

• Donations Wanted: If you have unwanted, gently used books for children or 
teens, please bring them in marked as donations for THE LITTLE SHOP. 
They sell quickly, we never have enough, and love getting more books into 
the hands of more families as part of our literacy effort! 

THE LITTLE SHOP proceeds help support FOML efforts for the Modesto 
Library and we appreciate your patronage and/or donations. 

The Little Shop  

Where:  

In the Modesto Library near the 
tutoring office. 

 

When: 

Thursday and Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 1 p m. 

 

Phone: 

573-3142 

The library is a ship,  
a building block of  
humanity,  
a step in the right direc-
tion… 
the key to innocence  
and perhaps  
the loss of it. 
A tree of knowledge 
on which the branches  
are as welcoming  
and sheltering as any  
man-made thing  
can be. 
 
Cleo Griffith 
(From “Tree-Dwellers” 
for 2011 Annual meet-
ing) 
 



 A MEMORIAL FOR STARRETT KREISSMAN  
Starrett  Kreissman’s  friends  and  former 
colleagues  and  appreciative  citizens 
remembered  her  at  a  balmy  service  in  April 
held  in  the  McHenry  Mansion  garden.  Many 
longtime  Modesto  residents  will  remember 
Ms.  Kreissman  as  the  dynamic  woman 
responsible for a sea change in library funding. 

In the mid‐1990s library service was caught in 
a  downward  spiral  in  many  communities 
because  of  economic  pressures  on  local 
governments.  As  Stanislaus  County  librarian, 
Ms.  Kreissman  worked  with  community 
advocates  lobbying Sacramento for a 1/8 cent 
sales  tax  dedicated  to  the  library.  The  effort 
was successful. 

Speakers  at  the  service  reminded us  of  the  bad  old  pre‐tax  days when  there were  only  240  hours  of  county 
library service per week versus  the current 466 hours. They rose  to honor Ms. Kreissman as a  leader,  friend, 
family member and colleague who made a difference in their lives. I spoke on behalf of the untold thousands of 
residents of Stanislaus County who may never have heard her name but are enriched by her efforts. 

I never met Ms. Kreissman, but appreciate her impact every time I use the library, whether in person or via the 
INTERNET. Her legacy is with us in every moment of library service in Stanislaus County. 

Anne Britton 
President 
Friends of the Modesto Library  
 

 COINS IN THE FOUNTAINS AND MORE 
It’s been a year now since FOML was named the recipient of Vintage Faire Mall’s fountain coins. For the last twelve months, 
all the coins tossed into the two fountains have come our way to be cleaned and deposited. Who knew so much money gets 
tossed into the fountains each year? Our final take? $4,319.65. This money will be used to fulfill requests made by the 
Modesto Library for materials, programs, and anything else needed.  In rough numbers, FOML received 144,000 pennies, 
12,000 nickels, 15,000 dimes, and 3,600 quarters.  Many people need to be thanked for their help this past year.  Jonaca and 
Bill Driscoll let us use their back yard to clean the coins every three months. They also hauled five to seven heavy buckets of 
coins to Mocse Federal Credit Union four times.  Tidwell Enterprises loaned us a cement mixer four times. (We found that to 
be the best way to clean the dirt and corrosion from the coins.) Chuck Wyrick delivered and picked up the cement mixer all 
four times. Many people helped with the tedious job of cleaning the coins and picking out all the non-coin material. Apologies 
if any names are missing: Marie Bairey, Stella Beratlis, Anne Britton, Ellen Dambrosio, Jonaca and Bill Driscoll, Kay and 
Dick Elson, Sully Hannah, Clare Noonan, Conor Demings, Carol Paras, James Paras, Judy Pierce, Barbara Quinn and John 
Stott. The friendly and helpful staff at Mocse on Coffee Road for their help as we put the coins through the machine to be 
sorted and counted. The Vintage Faire staff who loaded the car with the coins every quarter. And, of course, all the Vintage 
Fair shoppers who emptied their pockets into the fountains! 

But the story keeps getting better and better.  The Vintage Mall administrative staff nominated the Friends of the Modesto 
Library for a $500 grant from Macerich (owner and operator of the Vintage Faire Mall — www macerich.com/experience). 
Membership chairwoman Ellen Dambrosio got a call from Macerich awarding us the $500 grant!. Nonprofits are nominated 
by Macerich mall staff.  

SMS Holdings Corporation is the maintenance and custodial contractor at the mall. When SMS heard that Vintage Faire 
donated the fountain coins to nonprofit organizations, they thought that was a great idea. SMS then offered $3,000 to FOML 
because we are the most recent recipients of the coins.  Although this is a one-time donation, it comes at a very good time. 
Our relationship with Vintage Faire Mall, its staff and contractors has resulted in over $7,800 for FOML.  Thanks to all 
involved! 
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Mitch Gomez, retired 
cement mason 

Mitch said he's reading 
Mercury Outboard Mo-
tor Repair and hopes to 
do more reading now 
that he's retired. 

Chris Collins, unem-
ployed dad 

Chris, who was look-
ing through the New 
Books area, said he 
was hoping to find 
Midnight and the 
Meaning of Love by 
Sister Souljah.  

Gracie Tucker, fourth 
grader, pictured with 
her mother, Alicia 
Tucker 

Gracie was returning a 
book of bags to the li-
brary. Her favorite? 
Singing Sensation by 
Geronimo Stilton. 

Tim Brown, co-owner 
of Lightly Used Books 
in Turlock 

Salem's Lot by Stephen 
King. Tim says he read 
it as a 14-year-old and 
now it's as if he's taking 
it all in “from two dif-
ferent brains.”  He's 
also reading three 
books on Capt. Bligh, 
i n c l u d i n g  “ T h e 
Bounty.” 

WHAT ARE YOU READING? 

QUICK STARTS 

Following are the first sentences from several new books in the Modesto library: 

“Being drunk in front of your child is right up there on the Big Bad No-no List of Motherhood.” 

~ Best Kept Secret by Amy Hatvany   

 
“Kirsten, Michelle, and I leaned over the digital weather display as all hell broke loose.” 

~ Among Penguins, A Bird Man in Antarctica by Noah Strycker 

 
“For the first eight years of Walker's life, every night is the same.” 

~ The Boy in the Moon, A Father's Journey to Understand His Extraordinary Son by Ian Brown 

 
"Trailing plastic tubes, Paul made his way across the room steeped in twilight, and I was struck by how the 
body sometimes looks like the sea creature it is, a jellyfish with long tentacles, not really a fish at all but a ge-
latinous animal full of hidden symmetries as well as lagoons and sewers, and lots of spongy and stringy bits. 

~ One Hundred Names For Love: A Stroke, A Marriage And The Language of Healing by Diane Ackerman 

 
“It all started one night because Kathy's feet were hot and she couldn't sleep.” 

~ Queen of Your Own Life: The Grown-up Woman's Guide To Claiming Happiness And Getting The Life You 
Deserve by Kathy Kinney and Cindy Ratzlaff 
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