
  

 

Make your hotel reservations today!  

Volume 30 Number 2 Winter 2012 

Happy Birthday, 
SAM 

Houston, Texas 
February 23, 2013 

It’s my Birthday, 
We’re Gonna 

Party! 
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Message from the President 

 

Happy Holiday Season everyone!   

 

Dear Editor Terri won’t let me put a big empty box labeled 

“contents of Bridget’s brain” on this page, and it’s more like a 

hysterical whirling dervish up there anyway. So I’ll try to focus 

on the task at hand. 

A few weeks ago (just after Hurricane Sandy) I attended 

Philadelphia Miniaturia and came away with a renewed 

enthusiasm for our wonderful hobby. We also had a side trip to 

Cape May, NJ, known for wonderful Victorian homes. “Sandy” 

was a perfect description for the hurricane’s effect on the town. 

There were some downed tree branches, but the historic homes 

survived largely unscathed. The nice man at the tourist bureau 

said that the majority of the cleanup involved scooping sand from the street side of the sea wall 

and dumping it back onto the beach side. 

The Victorian era has long been an inspiration to miniaturists, both as a time period and an 

architectural style. Whether we’ve actually built a Victorian house or 

not, many of us have some Victorian miniatures stashed away 

someplace. Coming up this February, SAM will celebrate his birthday in 

Houston, and you’ll have a chance to finally use up some of the bits you 

have tucked in those boxes. The project is an antique shop, so you can 

incorporate your Victorian stuff, colonial stuff, and odds and ends that 

are looking for a home. 

Speaking of inspiration – in this issue you’ll find the application for 

teachers for our Wonderful Workshop Weekend next September. 

Whether you’ve taught before or not, please consider applying. The 

point of the weekend is to further our knowledge of miniatures. Each 

one of us brings something unique to our events, something shaped by 

our talents and experiences. Why not share some of that with your 

fellow SAM members? Your class can be as simple or complex as you 

want, it’s up to you.   
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Birthday Party 2-23-2013  

“Treasured Collectables” 
Holiday Inn Express North I-45 

24888 IH-45 North 

The Woodlands, TX  77386 

281-681-8088 

 

No Applications will be accepted before January 2, 2013 

Registration Deadline is February 1, 2013 

First 100 registrations will be accepted 

Please print legibly if registering by mail 

Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________State: ________  Zip:_____________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 

To donate a tote bag item, please send to: 

 Suzie Aguilar 

 2613 Heritage Colony Drive 

 Webster, TX  77598 

 832-922-0498 

 

There are two ways of registering: 
By Email: 

Emily George – moi1050742@aol.com 
 
By US Mail and you must include a self addressed, stamped envelope: 

Emily George 
13703 Queensbury Lane 
Houston, TX  77079 
713-932-7207 

 

All registrants will receive directions to hotel, class supply list and schedule. 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  

 Any and all registrations received either by email or regular US 
Mail postmarked before January 2, 2013, will be returned. 

mailto:moi1050742@aol.com
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Treasured Collectables 

What kind of shop 

will you create with 

your kit? Why not 

use those collec-

tions you have in 

storage and display 

them in a more 

pleasing way. 
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 Shop Ideas 
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Membership Application  

And / Or Renewal Form 

 

Dues: $15 each fiscal year (July 1 through June 30) for the primary member 

$10 for each additional family member residing at the same address as the primary member 

Please Print Clearly 

Primary Member: __________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 

Additional Member Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Additional Member Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone: _________________________ Work Phone: _____________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________ ST: _______ Zip: ________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                     Total Enclosed $____________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to:  

Society of American Miniaturists 
 

Mail this form and your check to: 

Sandy Borden 

200 Old Steele Creek CT 

Azle, TX 76020 

 

 

 

But Wait! 

Go Green! 
Now you can pay your membership dues online! 

 

Follow this link http://www.minisam.org 

 

Enter the requested information and click submit 

You will then be directed to the payment page 

Payments are made thru PayPal. (NOTE: You can pay with a regular 

credit card on PayPal even if you do not have a PayPal account. Fol-

low their directions.)  

http://www.minisam.org/
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From The Editor  

Hunters Conversation 

M R Ducks 

M R Not 

S M R.  C M E D B D Feet 

L I B!  M R Ducks! 

Ha ha ha ha. Hope you can read the  

conversation. It’s funny. 

 

Iddy Bitty Retreat 

Do you love the smaller scales? You know, 

quarter inch! If you said YES! then this retreat 

may be just what you need. 

A one-day retreat is in the works for 2013. It 

will be held in the Hill Country at a fantastic 

facility with a dream of a studio, 

accommodations and meals. And don’t forget 

shopping around the town. Plan on staying two 

nights for a fun-filled project with the girls. 

Does this sound like something you would like 

to attend?  Watch your email for more details. 

If you are interested please contact me at 

terriyoung@grandecom.net. We have a limited 

number of kits and space. 

Please note: This is not a SAM function. 
 

SAM Online 

 

Haven't joined us yet? It’s easy to join our on-

line group. Want to join us? Then sign on at 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SocietySam/ 

 

Like SAM on Facebook 

That’s right. You can like us and follow us on 

Facebook! We know you will. 

 

Minisam.org 

 

We have a lot of information on the SAM 

website.  You are able to view pictures of 

upcoming projects in color, get all the forms 

you need to teach a class, register for a class 

and join the group! Now you can read the 

Passport online. Isn’t that exciting?  

Be sure to bookmark the site, http://

www.minisam.org and visit us often. You 

never know what you will find there. 

Terri 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SocietySam/
http://www.minisams.org/
http://www.minisams.org/


8 

 

It’s Market Day in San Antonio, TX! 
 

It isn’t a supermarket, and there aren’t long lines of shopping carts, but you’ll 

have a wonderful time wandering from stall to stall looking at the varied wares on 

display! 

 

Our very talented club member, Lyn 

Latimer, and her engineer/math whiz 

husband Neil, make an unbeatable team! Lyn 

designed a delightful market stall kit. Neil 

made all of the lumber calculations and jigs 

involved and provided us with a 1” scale kit 

bulging with precision-cut pieces. We found 

all the pieces for our shelves and assembled 

them. Then came the hard part; deciding to 

use paint or wood stain. This may seem easy, 

but each of us had to decide what our stall 

would be “selling” before we could make 

that decision! Once that was solved, we 

glued the roof pieces together. The market 

stalls were designed with a large opening in 

the roof so we place the finished project near a lamp and no interior lighting 

needed! Some of us knew our wares and had everything pre-painted in record 

time. Others had to hunt through their personal stash to find inspiration before the 

paint/stain process began.  

 

At our October meeting, Lyn led us through the steps to turn those pieces into a 

market stall so flexible that it would be right at home as a market selling items for 

Christmas, Easter, Mexican decorations, Southwest décor, Halloween treats or a 

Potter’s creations.  

San Antonio Report 
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San Antonio Report 

Lyn Latimer, 

Doris 

Alderman, 

Gaby Layne 

and Christy 

Blackburn 

designed 

these market 

stalls during a 

San Antonio 

club meeting. 

Other 

members 

photos  

coming soon. 
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2012 Silent Auction Results  

Contributions to the Silent Auction resulted in proceeds of $1,355.50 to SAM’s. Thanks 
for the generous donations from books to kits to handcrafted items. And, of 
course, thanks for your generous bids.  

Donations 

Mexican musicians ….…Charlotte Serold Chocolate room box; pool table .. Jane McNatt 

Working recliner…….…..…Ilse de Jesus Wing back chair kit ...................... Shirley Blair 

Santa’s cottage………..a friend of SAM  Miniature book ....................... Virginia Hopkins 

Miniature books….…………..Barb Davis Little People ................................. Clara Prater 

Miniature book …………Sammy Easterday Clothing display ......................... Cheryl Speck 

Reuter’s porcelain clock, tool kit, doll family...Vikki Meeker Glass display ….……Sandra Bless 

1999 Birthday beach cottage structure kit.…Mary Banner Staircase structure.……..Julie Fisk 

Sets of nested boxes, painted grandfather clock, 3 bags of shingles, room house kit, scenic 
dome with critters, table/chairs w/ accessories, and take a seat resin chair .......... Barbara Stetz 

Stain glass kit, balsa carving foam, resin seated doll, resin settee set, magic stone kits .......... ..
 ................................................................................................................................ Kathy Tisko 

Marble base; glass display case; Patron suitcase box; hay bales; wallpaper; turf ...................... 
 ....................................................................................................................... Dorothy Hamilton 

Glass display shelf with ceramic furniture; metal and glass display box with metal furniture; ½ 
scale German furniture; glass display dome ..................................................... Martina Wishert 

Southwestern room box/tote bag items; books; fabric hutch; sewing machine; office furniture; 
chinoiserie screen kit; basketball display case ......................................................... Marty Terry 

Wallpaper; ½ scale gazebo; African American Dolls ............................................ Elaine Falkner 

Hurricane lamps; mission chair and cabinet; pool table; curio cabinet; sewing table and 
bookcase; bedroom set ................................................................................. Frances Peterson 

Greeter pooches and lanyard ................................................................................... Molly Potts 

Adobe room; crackle table; quilt box items; shadow box; beach chair; garden scene ................ 
 .............................................................................................................................. Amy Selesky 

Several sets of storage boxes; Victorian couch and chair; outside scenes in closing cases; 
kitchen hutch; private detective office kit ..................................................................... Ron Stetz 
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2012 Lively Auction Results 

The marvelous and beautifully crafted items donated for the Live Auction resulted in 
proceeds of $1,933. Most of the donations were done by the crafter of the items. 
Thanks to all of you for contributing both in marvelous creations and in bidding 
generously. 

Donations 

Captain’s desk crafted and donated by ........................................................................ John Underwood 
Italian Wine Scene crafted and donated by ......................................................................... Vikki Meeker 
Hand jewelry display by Patsy-Mac and donated by ............................. Sandra Stacy and Patsy Tienier 
“Life is just a bowl of cherries” crafted and donated by .............................................. Sandy Underwood 
Bears in a box crafted and donated by ............................................................................... Keely Carson 
Seasonal Wreaths crafted and donated by .................................................................... Nancy Welenski 
Jewelry display crafted and donated by ............................................................................... Patty Caster 
Turned vase in “Ice” acrylic crafted and donated by ........................................................ Gerda Van Dijk 
Turned bowl in Buckeye Burl crafted and donated by ..................................................... Gerda Van Dijk 
Sunbathing kit by Shawn and Robin Betterly and donated by ............................................. Carol Tierce 
Chandelier crafted and donated by ................................................................................. Nancy Welenski 
Framed Cedar Box crafted and donated by ........................................................................... Don Tierce 
French knotted rug with map and stationary books crafted and donated by ....................... Michelle Villa 
Sauer stand crafted and donated by............................................................................. Cynthia Magnant 
Wicker sewing basket stand crafted by Billy Hamilton and donated by ....................... Cynthia Magnant 
Display Box crafted by Roger Gray and donated by ............................................... Wilhelmina Johnson 
Tatted doily crafted and donated by ..................................................................................... Linda Clifton 
Braided rug crafted and donated by ..................................................................................... Linda Clifton 
Baby’s room in a block crafted and donated by ............................................................ Dorothy Hamilton 
Park bench refurbished and donated by ......................................................................... Charlotte Serold 
Hand painted signed stool crafted by “Natasha” and donated by ................................ Dorothy Hamilton 
Windmill playhouse crafted and donated by ................................................................... Charlotte Serold 
Watering can scene crafted and donated by ...................................................................... Joan Chance 
Couch and chair living room scene in a box crafted and donated by ................................. Sandra Bless 
“Sadie Luedeke” braided rug donated by .................................................................... Frances Peterson 
Baby doll in a trunk donated by .......................................................................................... Barbara Stetz 
Goebel 1979 Miniatures Butterfly Secretary and chair donated by .................................... Barbara Stetz 
Doll donated by ................................................................................................................... Barbara Stetz 
2 Dolls crafted by Show Stoppers and donated by ............................................................. Barbara Stetz 
Notions cabinet crafted and donated by ............................................................................. Barbara Stetz 
Room with a view crafted and donated by .......................................................................... Barbara Stetz 
Half scene “inside/outside” crafted and donated by ........................................................... Barbara Stetz 
Flowers crafted and donated by ..................................................................................... Sandra Manring 
¼ Inch scale Sunday House crafted and donated by ...................................................... Doris Alderman 
Shirley Doll crafted and donated by .................................................................................. Bonnie Glazier 
Boy and Soap Box Car crafted and donated by .................................................................... Tina Squire 
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Treasurer’s Report  

Fourth Fiscal Quarter 

 April 1, 2012 - June 30, 2012  

       

BEGINNING BALANCE $33,577.26 

 C.D. $20,000.00 

 C.A. 12,977.09 

 Savings      600.17 

Fourth Quarter total of monthly  

transfer to savings account  $300.00 

Checking account reflecting  

transfers $12,677.09 

 

INCOME  

 Dues $      189.33 

 Donation               .29 

 2012 W3 Weekend$  868.00 

 Interest             .20 

 Total $ 1,057.82 

 

EXPENSES 

 Passport $2,735.95 

 2012 W3 $    500.00 

 Total $3,235.95 

 

ENDING BALANCE $31,399.13 

 Total Checking $10,498.76 

 Total Saving w/interest 900.37 

 C.D. 20,000.00 

 
Remaining items to be completed: Draft of internal controls 

sufficient to secure Treasurer’s bond. 

First Fiscal Quarter 

 July 1, 2012 - September 30, 2012 

BEGINNING BALANCE $31,399.13 

 C.A. $10,498.76 

 C.D. 20,000.00 

 Savings and interest 900.37 

Fourth Quarter total of monthly  

transfer to savings account  $300.00 

Checking account reflecting  

transfers $10,198.76 

 

INCOME (Net of PayPal fees)  

 San Antonio BD Party 10.00 

 Dues 2,053.99 

 Donation 5.00 

 2012 W3 Weekend$  10,743.28 

 Auction 2,882.63 

 Miscellaneous 183.00 

 Interest             .28 

 Total $15,878.18 

 

EXPENSES 

 W3 Weekend $13,923.96 

 Membership $426.67 

 Total $14,350.63 

 

ENDING BALANCE $32,926.68 

  

 Total Checking $11,726.03 

 Total Saving w/interest 1,200.65 

 C.D. 20,000.00 

 
Remaining items to be completed: Draft of internal controls 

sufficient to secure Treasurer’s bond pending changes in By-

Laws.. 
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Society of American Miniaturists 

Treasurer’s Report  

Year-end Fiscal Report 

July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012 

BEGINNING BALANCE  $32,937.24* 

 C.D. $20,145.15 

 C.A. $12,792.09 

 

INCOME 

 Dues $2,754.88 

 Miscellaneous 25.29 

 Reimbursement of SA BD advance 2,362.43 

 Auction 3,910.00 

 W3 5,377.45 

 Interest 3.68* 

    Total $14,433.73 

 

EXPENSES 

 Passport $3,740.98 

 Membership 468.49 

 Web Site 1,178.93 

 Bank Charges 161.62 

 Miscellaneous 30.44 

 Houston BD Party Advance 3,500.00 

 W3 6,891.38 

    Total $15,971.84 

 

ENDING BALANCE  $31,399.13 

 C.D.  $20,000.00 

 C.A. 10,498.76 

 Savings with interest 900.37 

Corrections to previous Quarterly Reports: In preparing the year-end fiscal report I discovered the omission of 

$.03 in an expense item. The error did not affect year-end totals but only the internal Report totals. In the Second 

Quarterly Report, the expenses should properly state a Passport expanse of $505.03 with a resulting total expense 

amount of $1,770.25 and the ending balance shoud be $34,517.96. The Third Quarterly Report should reflect a 

beginning balance of $34,517.96, a beginning checking account balance of $14,217.91, and a checking account 

reflecting transfers of  $13,917.91. With these corrections the remaining calculations are correct. 

Footnotes: Transfer to new treasurer at the end of the first quarter of cash only; CD including interest was converted to cash prior to transfer. 
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The Original Mad 4 

Minis 

Five girls ranging in age 

from eight to eleven years 

old began meeting 

monthly in October 2003.  

Everyone had a friend to 

invite and before we knew 

it our M & M group grew 

to eight and then twelve 

Mad 4 Mini members.  

Carol and Don 

Tierce’s den 

changed from 

wobbly tables 

with lamp wires 

strewn to nearby 

wall plugs to a 

sturdy long table 

with adequate overhead 

lighting. 

For eight years projects 

were designed around 

miniature items donated 

by SAM members. 

The girls 

completed 

many one 

inch and 

quarter 

scale 

projects 

and 

enjoyed 

displaying 

them in Temple and at the 

Birthday Party held in 

Corpus Christi. 

Attending SAM events 

many times was always a 

highlight for the girls. 

They applied for SAM 

scholarship money which 

made the weekend 

experience affordable for 

them. 

High school and college 

brought so many other 

activities into their busy 

lives that time to meet 

became an impossible feat 

last year.  

They all look back at the 

fun they enjoyed together 

learning the wonderful 

hobby of miniatures, a 

hobby which can be 

continued later in life. 

Mad 4 Minis 

Did you know that there have been two M & M children’s miniature clubs in 

Corpus Christi? Well, here is an update on both groups. 

Top: M&Ms when they began in 

2003 

Bottom: M&M’s as they prepare 

for college 
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Mini Makers 

Mini Makers 

The Mad 4 Minis group 

was winding down when a 

second younger club was 

formed in October 2010.  

Not to be 

outdone, the 

new children’s 

group wanted 

to be M & M’s 

too, so they 

chose the name 

Mini Makers.  

Eight girls constructed 

their first project “A 

Picnic on the Beach” 

followed by a “Toy Shop” 

in 2011. 

In the latter project, they 

learned to install 

clapboard siding, 

wallpaper, and shingle a 

roof.  

LED lighting (Don’s 

contribution) illuminated 

the shelves of many 

donated toys. 

Last July the M & Ms 

gathered for a two day 

mini summer camp. 

One day they constructed 

a bench and landscaped 

their toy shops. 

The second day they 

visited Mary Helen 

Utley’s ranch to view her 

many miniature projects 

while listening to detailed 

stories about the scenes. 

A driving tour of the cattle 

ranch sitting in the back 

of a pick up truck and a 

swim in the pool before 

lunch completed their 

memorable day at the 

ranch. 

Four Mini Makers 

enjoyed the Wonderful 

Workshop Weekend in 

Temple in September 

2012. What a great time 

they had!  Thank you 

SAM for making all this 

possible. 

Since September our 

membership has changed 

a little, and now there are 

five thirteen-year-old 

Mini Makers. 

Inspired by Brooke 

Tucker’s famous Golden 

Christmas room, the girls 

are looking forward to a 

year of meeting monthly 

to create their own 

version. Thank goodness 

for the donated fireplaces, 

oriental rugs, Christmas 

trees and many 

accessories! 

The love for miniatures 

grows on in our young 

and what a pleasure it is to 

be part of it by sharing our 

time and our talent. 

Carol and Don Tierce 
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Top: Mini Makers working on 
their toy shops. Clockwise from 
left: Mia, Annie, Madeleine, 
Katy, Camille, Emily, Chloe and 
Paige (front) 

 

Center: Mia's completed Toy 
Shop 

 

Bottom: Emily puts the finishing 
touches on her toy shop 

Mini Makers 
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Teachers Encouraged  

Teachers, ahoy! 

The results are in and the people of SAM have spoken! Classes on tools and electricity are in high 

demand, as are Fimo, mold-making and furniture. A lot of questionnaire-answerers requested complete 

items, like room boxes and vignettes. 

Construction, design and some painting techniques were pretty popular. We had some requests for 

needlepoint, weaving, carving, and of course, dolls. 

While the majority of our membership work in 1” scale, ½” and ¼” scale fans were not far behind. 

We’ve always been a great group for sharing. If one of these talents is right up your alley, why not teach 

it? Don’t hide, share the skills you love! Fill out the Teacher Application and mail it in.  You’ll need to 

email a photo of your project, too. The deadline is March 10, so you have plenty of time to prepare the 

sample and write the instructions and tool list. 

A few things to keep in mind: 

 If only one student signs up, you will still be expected to teach. 

 You can set your own maximum number of students, as long as it doesn’t exceed 12. Your class 

may be more advanced or you may have a limited number of kits 

available, in which case you may choose to have fewer than 12 

students. 

 The focus of the weekend is learning and teaching, so price your 

classes accordingly. 

 Instructions are an integral part of teaching, so please have written 

instructions to hand out. Include photographs if possible. Students 

may want them to refer to later when they use the skills you’ve 

taught them. 

If you have any questions, please email whooper5000@sbcglobal.net. 

Remember 
– new teachers are always 
welcome! 

mailto:whooper5000@sbcglobal.net
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Teacher Application for Temple  

Workshops 

I would love to offer a workshop entitled 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Maximum number of students:  _____   (No more than 12)         Cost: $________ 

 Degree of difficulty   Beginner     Medium     Advanced    Scale: _______ 

 Detailed description of workshop: _________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Supplies Needed: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Time needed to complete: _________________ 

 Time Preference Fri. evening   Sat. morning   Sat. afternoon   Sat. all day 

  Electricity needed    Extra table for equipment    Access to outside 

 Additional kits available: Additional kit cost: $___________ 

Round Robins 

 (Round Robins will be held Sunday morning and should be completed in 30 minutes or less) 

 Round Robin Project: ________________________________________________________ 

 Cost: $__________ Time needed to complete ____________ Electricity needed 

Sales Tables 

 (Sales tables are only available to workshop (not Round Robin) teachers 

 $10 per each 6 ft table: # of tables _______         Electricity needed:  Yes ____  No ____ 

 

Send one application form for each class you wish to teach along with your name, address, home and cell phone 

numbers and email address (if you have one) to 

Jane McNatt 

1321 Indiana St 

Graham, TX 76450 

(940) 549-4810 

 

Applications must include a photograph of your class project and be postmarked by March 15, 2013. If you want 

your photograph returned please include a self-addressed, self-stamped envelope with appropriate postage to ac-

commodate the size of your photograph. 

 

Teachers may wish to display a prototype at the birthday party. Looking at the finished project may 

encourage students to take your class as the pictures do not always do the project justice. 
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 SAM Goodies 

SAM Stuff at CafePress 

 

 

You can purchase SAM-related items at  

http://www.cafepress.com/societysam. 

Have questions? Want to order by phone? Call 1-877-809-1659 

There are T-shirts, mugs, totebags and more in the shop. If there's something 

you would like to see added, email president@minisam.org. 

http://www.cafepress.com/societysam
mailto:president@minisam.org
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