
 

Minima News 
Summer 2012 

 

 

 

  

 
Merlins Racing, Minima YC Regatta 2012 
© Peter Halligan 



Minima News 
 

  
Page 2 

 
  

 

 

 

Contents 

The Commodores Column 2 

Treasurers Report 5 

Hanging Up The Sailing Boots 6 

Hon Sec’s Corner 7 

The Club Room 9 

Social Scene 10 

Bosuns Locker 12 

Proud To Be A Gamesmaker 13 

Sailing Notes 
 

14 

Class Reports 19 

Of Regattas Past 24 

Diary 28 

  

The Commodores Column 

Whilst we are still 

waiting for summer 

to really arrive we 

have passed the last 

Wednesday evening 

sailing of the series 

and the Regatta is 

here!  

Looking back to the start of the year, after a 

successful Burns Night Supper, we were on 

the brink of the initial stages of the club’s 

reconstruction. We held an Irish evening on 

March 17th to herald the Champagne 

Centenary Handicap the following day and 

we were off to a good start with fourteen 

boats out.  

Then there was an excellent turn-out, albeit 

on a Friday morning, to receive a cheque 

from Sport England for £50,000, with 

Kingston’s MP in attendance together with 

representatives from Sport England and 

Kingston Borough Council.  John Forbes took 

the Sport England’s photographer afloat, 

complete with his camera equipment. There 

was a frisky wind but faith in John was 

justified as neither he nor his equipment got 

a dowsing.  

The generous cheque soon enabled the 

wheels to be set in motion for the 

refurbishment. There had been much 

speculation with various experts submitting 

proposed plans and suggestions and 

meetings and lots of talking. And then our 

very own in-house surveyor/engineer Brian 

Cheetham undertook the great challenge 

and from then on it was action! This has 

been a tremendous voluntary undertaking. A 
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Pat Rowlinson & Andy Banks with the cheque 

building committee was formed with much 

initial work on the electrics followed by 

drains and plumbing. Every 

day there was progress and it 

was an encouraging milestone 

when Janet Sexton was our 

VIP for the first ride on the 

platform stair lift.   

Wednesday, Saturday and 

Sunday sailing has continued 

with some major setbacks – 

excessive rain often brought a 

very strong stream making 

sailing either foolhardy or 

impossible on a number of 

occasions. Even Swan-Upping 

was cancelled for the first 

time for a hundred years. Our Spires Trophy 

had to be postponed.  

We retained the Firkin Trophy held this year 

at Twickenham Yacht Club [Ed: results in 

Sailing Notes]. The Open Day succeeded in 

drawing attention to Minima. We again held 

a “Sail for Gold” event to encourage more 

people to take up the sport of sailing. 

2012 as we all know hailed some special 

national jubilee events. Some members took 

part in the Jubilee River Pageant – two on 

their own boat and two on board a Dunkirk 

Ship and others had special viewing places. 

The Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kingston, 

together with a number of Councillors and 

Minima members viewed the lighting of a 

Beacon from the Club’s balcony which was 

lit aboard the “Richmond Venturer”. The 

Olympic Torch was given a nautical air when 

Matthew Pinsent handed it over at Hampton 

Court to board the Royal Barge “Gloriana” 

from where it proceeded down-river 

escorted by a flotilla of man-powered 

shallops, cutters, skiffs and a punt (there is a 

punting shelf below the tow-path, 

somewhat neglected and seldom used). 

Some 60 club members and friends had 

assembled at 08:00 hours to give it a good 

send off with flags and bells etc. on its way 

to Tower Bridge.  

Steve Collins spent days at Weymouth 

helping at the Olympic Sailing event. Other 

members viewed the racing from the shore. 

Whilst some managed to get tickets for 

several events including the closing 

ceremony. 

Other social events included a retirement 

party for David Cane, given by his family. He 

has given considerable financial advice to 

the club and has been our auditor. This year 

he received the Commodore’s Bowl for 

exceptional services to the club. Although 

retiring from work we are delighted that he 

is not retiring from the club. 
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Janet cuts the stair lift ribbon 

The Summer Party was a sell-out – an 

evening with Pimms, salmon and gammon 

and strawberries and cream. Well done Pat 

and the competent team. A new venture 

was a light opera evening organised by 

Hazel, supported by Denise, and after an 

initial hesitant response, was a great 

success. Everyone was resolved to have 

another. 

We had two very interesting talks. The first 

was from John Metzner telling us about his 

and Morene’s intrepid travels in the Balkans. 

The next was “100 years of Aircraft 

Construction in the Royal Borough of 

Kingston”. Most of us were aware that 

British Aerospace had been in Kingston but 

few knew of its early beginnings in the 

premises of an old ice rink and that it played 

a great part in aircraft development and 

most importantly building the Hurricane 

Fighter which played such an 

important part in the Battle of 

Britain.  

The Regatta is upon us with in 

addition to some competitive 

sailing, the usual jazz band and 

barbeque. Our new kitchen has 

come into its own, together with 

the new French sliding windows 

and it was a warm summer 

evening. 

On behalf of us all I would like to 

thank all those who have 

contributed to the great 

improvements made to the club, who have 

freely given of their expertise, advice and 

time, in both large and small amounts. My 

thanks too, to all the social committee who 

arrange so much throughout the year. 

Thanks also to the sailing committee, the 

bosuns and race officers.  

Our new frontage is already making more 

people aware of our presence and we look 

forward to attracting new members who will 

no longer just pass by.  

Carry on sailing. 

Vera Corner-Halligan 

Commodore 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Minima Yacht Club 

has undertaken major 

financial expenditure 

over the last six 

months, and the cash 

to complete the 

£100,000 building 

project is in place. The 

grant funds are received in stages after the 

various jobs are invoiced and paid by 

Minima, so it has been important to manage 

the club’s cash flow. The highlights (in round 

thousands) are: 

 Expenditure paid to date on 

building works  £88,000 

 Expenditure of £12,000 due to pay  

 Grant funds received to date  total 

of £41,000 (£31,000 from Sport 

England £10,000 from Marathon 

Trust) 

 Grant to be claimed £19,000 (from 

Sport England) 

Andy Banks 

Hon Treasurer 

 
 

  

 

Janet & Ron together with Bosun Brian 

celebrate the new stair lift 

 

 
Minima’s airy new frontage 

Olympic Torch Relay 
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Happy Days: Les and Mike righting Frolic,  

their sailing was characterised by perfect teamwork 

Hanging Up The Sailing Boots 

After 47 years helming dinghies Leslie 

Rowlandson has decided that the time has 

come to hang up his sailing boots. 

Les joined Minima in 1969, as did his crew 

Mike King. He was bitten by the sailing bug 

in 1965 when he built a kit boat, a Heron, in 

his garage. He sailed it on the river near 

Hampton SC, crewed by friends and family. 

Arriving at Minima he acquired an Enterprise 

called Slic. Next came Frolic and shortly after 

Mike took over as long-serving crew. Over 

the years and many regattas Leslie won 

most of the trophies for which the 

Enterprise is eligible as well as bringing 

home prizes from other clubs. 

He served several terms as a flag officer, 

class captain and bosun. The last time he 

sailed Frolic was the Sunday after his 90th 

birthday last October.  

Says his wife Pat: " Reluctantly Les has 

decided the time has come to hang up his 

sailing boots and lower the mainsail. He and 

Mike hope the prospective new owner of 

Frolic will have as much fun and success with 

her as they have had over the years." 
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Ron is building a new crockery 

cupboard 

Secretary’s Corner 

2012 has so far seen a massive amount of 

work and change at Minima YC. We 

achieved the £50,000 Sport England Olympic 

Legacy grant – much thanks to Hazel 

Williams who helped me throughout.  We 

already had the London Marathon 

Charitable Trust grant for a disabled/family 

use toilet and shower facility of £10,000 and 

Members/Club funds pushed the total 

refurbishment budget to a little over 

£100,000. 

Brian Cheetham became Honorary 

Boatswain at the January AGM in perfect 

time to mastermind 

the refurbishment 

process – along with a 

trusty team who make 

up the Building 

Committee.  There 

were many ups and 

downs and gaps 

waiting for planning 

etc.  At one stage we 

could not even dig a 

hole in the pavement 

ahead of the 

Olympics…but all has 

gradually fallen into 

place. 

There are photographs elsewhere in the 

newsletter showing how far we have 

got…and we are now into the final stages of 

cleaning and painting which was achieved 

on the Friday night just before the start of 

the Minima Regatta.  However there is still 

more to do…. 

In summary, we have four new toilets 

including the disabled shower facility, a 

refurbished kitchen and new flooring on the 

ground floor. There is a new door for 

wheelchair access between the river end of 

the alleyway and the tea area. The picket 

fencing is replaced by slide back floor to 

ceiling glass giving great views in and out…so 

some extra planting is planned at the tea 

end.   

The platform stair lift is fully operational and 

the Clubroom windows replaced with slide-

back doors for more inside/outside living – 

and there is a new composition floor with 

wood look finish.  All the walls etc have been  

repainted….….where I also have to 

give a credit to Ali Banks. 

Pat has carefully washed and ironed 

all the burgees and I found a large 

Persian rug at 70% off in the 

Bentall’s sale……but we have agreed 

that dogs should not sit on it!  

Various people have been advising 

on some replacement furniture – 

more wood and less steel tubular 

legs. This element is still to be 

finalised, as is the repainting and 

pressure hosing of the balcony.  

Andy Cuckson has been happily 

painting the tea area and I have had some 

lovely afternoons painting the ladies and 

men’s changing rooms, while Mike King 

tackled the kitchen windows. We are getting 

there…. 

The 50 year lease coupled with the grant 

money has pushed us forward in 

organisational terms with the General 

Committee recommending that Minima YC 

gets CASC (Community Amateur Sports Club) 
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status.  This has considerable advantages 

including guaranteed 80% reduction in rates 

and comes highly recommended.  This 

means that we have to have new Articles of 

Association and there will be changes to the 

Club Rules.  The aim is to get everything 

ready and call a Special General Meeting for 

all Members to review the total subject.  

Others will no doubt cover the sailing and 

social activities but from a personal 

viewpoint I have much enjoyed the Minima 

YC year so far.  I had fun making lots of cakes 

for the Sail4Cancer Tea on the Thames 

where we raised £450 and am looking 

forward to raising money for WaterAid 

during the Thames Swim now rearranged for 

Sunday October 7th. 

The Olympic Torch also went down river 

pass the Club on Friday July 27th – as part of 

the Opening Ceremony.  Kathy Collins and 

mum Dot, together with others, were busy 

making and selling bacon, sausage and egg 

rolls – with the proceeds going towards the 

new Persian rug…The Olympic cycling time 

trials also went right past our High Street 

entrance… 

Now, as we gradually put the finishing 

touches to the Clubhouse I hope all of you 

will visit and see the achievements.  The 

Autumn will be spent showing local 

businesses, schools and clubs around – to 

see if they can make use of our lovely new 

facilities during the daytime when we are 

traditionally closed.  This will be a good 

source of income to ensure that we can pay 

back the many members who so kindly 

bought bonds and enabled us to get 

everything started.  You can all be justifiably 

proud of your new Clubhouse. 

Denise Norman  

Honorary Secretary 

 

 

 

 

  

With the new balcony doors open 

Tea on the Thames 
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The Club Room - Further Plans 

The General Committee have discussed 

new furniture to replace the oblong tables 

with square wooden ones – which are also 

suitable for use by the Bridge Club. 

The blue chairs have seen better days and 

some will be replaced by dining chairs – we 

are looking at dark wood with red leather 

seats.   Some more comfortable seating 

around the round tables is being researched 

with leather tub-shapes currently favourite.  

Much discussion about the previous wall 

hangings has ensued and some of the 

photographs, the half model boats etc will 

be returned to the walls.  It was agreed that 

the giant notice board should be replaced by 

something much smaller.  Also that some of 

the framed photo montages would look 

good on the ground floor. 

 

Bar Opening Hours 

Over the Autumn & Winter Minima 

Yacht Club’s bar will be open as usual: 

 Every Wednesday from 8pm 

 Sundays from 5.30 to 7.30pm   

The clubroom as it looks at present 

New River Frontage 
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Fitting Out Supper 

Social Scene 

I can hardly believe the Season is nearly 

over - where has the Summer gone! It seems 

we have been battling between building 

works and bad weather for months. We still 

managed to fit in some great social events 

and enjoy them we most certainly did. 

The Fitting Out Supper which usually 

precedes the Start of Season Champagne 

Handicap Race in March had to be 

postponed until April in order to fit in with 

Brian Cheetham's building schedule - but it 

was worth the wait and a sell-out success. 

Our caterer, Gill Ovington coped brilliantly in 

difficult conditions and prepared a lovely 

four course meal for us. During the evening 

Commodore Vera Halligan presented the 

Redmac Trophy to Denis 

Lockwood.......again. 

 The Over 40s' Race was postponed due to 

adverse weather. However the evening 

carried on as usual, thirty people ate a 

hearty Fish and Chip Supper. 

 Kathy Collins has been preparing her 

excellent Suppers after Sailing on the first 

Wednesday of the month during the 

summer season - not much to pay and you 

don't have to book in advance! There may 

be only one more to go before the end of 

the summer, so make sure you don't miss 

out. 

In June we had a Light Opera Evening - the 

brain child of Hazel Williams - it was very 

light-hearted and enjoyable. Those who 

were put off by the word "opera" certainly 

missed out. Some of the gentlemen present 

really had a good time if my pictures are 

anything to go by! 

Next was our annual Summer Party with lots 

of wonderful food, music and chat. Some 

brave souls had their supper outside on the 

balcony - then the rain came down rather 

heavily and we retreated indoors. 

The first two Sail/Paddle outings to the Swan 

were blown or rained off. It was not all 

doom and gloom as on the first date the 

sailors and "launchers" went off for a meal 

at a local restaurant and whiled away a very 

pleasant evening. The third was much 

enjoyed by those who sailed, canoed or 

went by launch. 

For those interested in aviation (and those 

who later discovered they were) David 

Hazzard spoke eloquently about 100 Years 

of Aviation in Kingston. This included stories 

about the Sopwith Camel and the Red 

Arrows. 

Our next big event was the Regatta Party 

including a steak barbecue with all the 

trimmings and Graham Wiseman's Jazz Band 

to entertain us. This year the Enterprise, 

Solo and Handicap classes will ring the 

changes and host the rest of the club for a 
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Opera Evening 

Roast Pork Dinner. This is planned for 

Saturday 20th Oct. 

The Canoeists are also hosting a supper on 

29th Sept and I believe they have something 

rather special and exotic to tempt our taste 

buds. We are also hoping the Merlin Class 

will host an event - maybe in November. 

Our formal Dinner Dance is scheduled later 

in November, followed by the Xmas Party on 

Sat 15th Dec and Carols on Wed 19th Dec. 

Looking even further ahead to next year, the 

Burns Night Party is will be Sat 19th Jan 2013 

- with the Piper and Caller already booked. 

Bridge Sessions take place every Tuesday 

evening and there will be talks and slide 

shows on some Wednesday evenings during 

the Winter. As always the Bar is open every 

Wednesday and Sunday, with Bar Billiards 

and Darts there to keep you occupied in 

between chats and excursions to the Bar. 

Before I sign off, here are a few personal 

snippets of information – 

Sadly Pam Sealey died in May. Pam and Joe 

were regular members a few years ago. And 

Vic Cheeseman died in July. He was a 

member a long time ago so not many will 

remember him but he was Bosun for a while 

and sailed a Solo. 

On a happier note, congratulations to: 

• Anne Mayley on her 18th 
• Shoshannah Gordon on her 

Engagement (need to save your 
pennies, now, Warren) 

• Kathy & Steve on becoming 
Grandparents for the first time 

• Les on becoming a Great Grandfather 
for the fourth time 
 

That's all for this time.  

Don't forget to come along and help boost 

Alan's bar takings and enjoy the newly 

refurbished Clubhouse. 

Happy socialising! 

Pat Rowlandson 

Hon Social Secretary 
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The Bosuns Locker 

With the inside work nearing 

completion….it is time to turn attention to 

the essentials of a sailing club – somewhere 

to store sails and other equipment.  As the 

previous sail locker is now the disabled 

shower and toilet facility, the contents, 

including racks of buoyancy aids are 

cluttering up the exterior ground floor area 

– awaiting a new home. 

The existing bosun’s locker and exterior 

toilets will be transformed into a 12ft long 

Sail Locker and dedicated Bosun’s Store.  

There will be a storage area with sink for 

cleaning equipment and materials.  Also, as 

Honorary Bar Steward, Alan Jales lost a third 

of the original beer store to the revamp, a 

Beer Store Extension is included.  

Alan and John Kemp have already done a 

sterling job in building new shelves in the 

existing beer store to maximise its much 

reduced capacity.  As the Hon Sec files and 

merchandise storage was also lost, it is 

hoped that these too can find a home in the 

new storage complex.   

Most of the work will be undertaken by 

contractors – within the current budget 

availability – with Members, get again, 

taking on the pre and post building work. 

Brian Cheetham 

Hon Bosun  
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Steve with grandson 

Charlie 

Proud To Be A Gamesmaker 

Steve Collins gives us an insight into being 

a London 2012 volunteer: 

‘As you may have read, an army of 75,000 

volunteer Gamesmakers made a massive 

contribution to the success of the London 

Olympics, and I was proud to be one of 

them. When I applied to be a Gamesmaker I 

naturally put my interest in sailing on my 

application form, and so I was delighted to 

be selected as ‘Workforce Operations Team 

Leader’ for the sailing event at Weymouth 

and Portland.  

Mine was not the most glamorous or 

exciting job – it consisted mainly of checking 

in volunteers and paid staff into work in the 

morning, checking that they 

were rostered correctly and 

issuing them with meal 

tickets. However, I was also 

producing a daily newsletter 

for Gamesmakers which gave 

me licence to roam wherever I 

wanted on site, take photos 

and interview interesting 

people (but not athletes). I 

was also able to keep one eye 

on the outstanding TV 

coverage of the sailing 

provided by the Olympics 

Broadcast Service on the 

Internet. 

The fantastic experience improved greatly 

for me when I gave up a swinging mooring at 

Castle Cove SC and moved Lazy Fox to 

Weymouth Marina. This meant that I was 

able to relax in the evening and watch the 

Olympic action on the big screen at the 

Royal Dorset YC without worrying about 

having to row out to my boat afterwards 

(probably the most risky thing in sailing). 

And I was able to look after my various 

visitors better, including our own Paul 

Seaman and Eileen Barry. Kathy & I watched 

Ben Anslie win his gold medal from the ‘free’ 

viewing site on the beach under The Nothe 

on my day off. There was a great 

atmosphere in the crowd, but I would have 

liked to see him go all out to win the race 

rather than match racing against the Danish 

competitor.  

Did you know that: 

1. London 2012 is the first time that tickets 

have been sold to watch sailing as a 

spectator sport? The feedback from those 

on The Nothe was very positive. 

2. Sailing had the largest ‘field of 

play’ of any London 2012 Venue? 

Two courses in Weymouth Bay, 

one in Portland Bay, and the gold 

medal and match racing course 

off Nothe Park. 

3. The single handed class in the 

1948 Sailing Olympics sailed in 

Torbay was the Firefly? The gold 

medal was won by Paul Elvstrom 

(winning the first of four 

consecutive gold medals). 

At the end of my last shift, I was 

presented with a personal letter of thanks 

from Sebastian Coe, a certificate, and a 

commemorative baton to pass onto the next 

generation. I will be passing my baton to our 

first grandson, Charlie Oliver  
 

Steve Collins  
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Sailing Notes 

I thought the newsletter might be a good 

opportunity to explain the appearance of 

boats like the RS QBA (which you might have 

noticed by now!) at the club and why 

Minima needs boats like these. I want us to 

move forward and to have more young 

people involved. And for this our fleet has to 

grow. 

Firstly, the club needs to attract younger 

members to build a future for Minima. This 

is an inescapable fact and in order to do this, 

we need to invest in equipment that will 

bring them in. Whilst the Toppers have 

proved to be valuable assets to the club, 

young sailors do not want to sail 25 year old 

hulls, something more modern is required 

which is where boats like the QBA and Topaz 

(another similar boat) come in.   

Secondly, we need equipment which will 

support a cadet section. Over the last few 

years, few cadet sessions have been run. 

The aim is to encourage a group of cadets to 

sail together. Boats like the QBA allow us to 

add a jib and have two cadets sailing in one 

boat. So, for example, if we have four boats, 

then eight cadets in total could be sailing 

together. This would create a social group of 

cadets as members of the club which in turn 

should attract more members as families 

realise there is something for everyone. I 

hope the presence of these boats on the 

river and this piece has provoked some 

thought as we do need to get more young 

people interested in sailing. 

Ali Banks 

Hon. Sailing Secretary  

Centenary Trophy 

The 2012 sailing season at Minima kicked 

off on March 18 with the Centenary Trophy. 

Quite a few club members were eager to get 

onto the water after the winter break. Ten 

starters were met with a gusty northerly 

wind. The start saw one Wayfarer, four 

Merlins, three Solos and two Enterprises on 

the water. The race saw a couple of 

retirements as some club members felt the 

bar was a better place to be than on the 

water.  

At the top end of the fleet, Steve Collins and 

son Peter in their Wayfarer stayed close to 

Ben Marshall, Paul Seamen and Dennis 

Lockwood in their Merlins throughout the 

race. There was plenty of hiking going on as 

the wind remained gusty throughout the 

race. The Merlins and the Wayfarer quickly 

opened up a significant gap from the rest of 

the fleet which remained throughout the 

race. The Solos had a mixed afternoon with 

one retirement and a couple of capsizes by 

John Wilkey. John Wilkey showed great 

determination to keep going after capsizing. 

The two Enterprises had a bigger gap 

between them as John Forbes tried to stick 

with the Merlins. It was a comfortable sail 

for experienced members. 

In the end, Steve and Peter Collins took first 

place on handicap, with Ben Marshall 

second and Paul Seamen third. 
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David Langley Commemoration Trophy  

A difficult westerly met those who sailed 

for the 2012 David Langley Commemoration 

Trophy. Last year’s winner Ben Marshall was 

absent, so it was left to other club members 

to compete for the trophy. Race 1 saw little 

wind with the course favouring the Surrey 

bank. A crowded first mark rounding gave 

way to a fleet that became more spread out 

through the race. The Merlins of Denis 

Lockwood and Paul Seamen soon separated 

themselves from the rest of the fleet. John 

Metzner in his Solo and Alan Jales in his 

Enterprise followed on behind but it did not 

seem likely that they would catch the 

Merlins who had a clear advantage in the 

light winds with their taller masts. Denis 

Lockwood took first, with Paul Seamen 

second and John Metzner third in his Solo. 

Race 2 saw a slight increase in the wind but 

it remained patchy. The start saw a similar 

pattern to the first race with a crowded first 

rounding followed by the fleet spreading 

out. The Merlins soon established another 

lead over the rest of the fleet. Alan Jales in 

his Enterprise managed to stay within a 

reasonable distance of the two Merlins. John 

Metzner in his Solo separated himself from 

the rest of the fleet to remain in contention 

on handicap at least with the top of the 

fleet. 

Race 3 appeared to confirm what the 

previous two races had shown, that the 

wind favoured the Merlins, with Denis 

Lockwood taking first place again to secure 

the David Langley Commemoration Trophy. 

It seemed that purpose of Race 3 was to 

decide who would finish in 2nd and 3rd. It 

looked as if John Metzner in his Solo may 

have taken 2nd or 3rd but his 4th meant he 

missed out. It was left to Paul Seamen and 

Alan Jales to decide the remaining places. 

Eventually Paul had a sufficient gap over 

Alan to overcome the Enterprise handicap. 

Denis Lockwood took first place overall, with 

Alan Jales second and Paul Seamen third. 

RNLI May Merrie Race 

For the first time for many years the 

Thames actually had a fair amount of water 

in, and the stream was the dominant factor 

in Minima Yacht Club’s 2012 RNLI May 

Merrie Race. 

 For a start the club decided conditions in 

the narrower channels around the island in 

question – the Ravens Ait islet in Surbiton 

reach -- meant that this year it should be a 

‘near the island’ race, with a circuit round 

buoys in the wide reach just downriver. 

 And while it was not strong enough to give 

anyone real problems making their way 

upstream it was certainly the major factor in 

tactics, particularly when the southerly wind 

running with the flow dropped momentarily, 

which it did from time to time as the race 

went on. 

 The stream is naturally stronger in the 

middle of the river but so was the wind, so 

the helms beating up against both had to 

weigh the benefit of the extra wind against 

the cost of the extra current in deciding how 

far out to venture. In different sections of 

the course the balance shifted. In the first 

section of the beat, near the club house, 

then the clear wind made the centre of the 

channel worthwhile. Nearer the Ait, where 

the river curves, it was worth sticking to the 
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Erica modelling a Sail For Gold 

wristband 

inside Middlesex bank. And when the wind 

dropped away the only place to be was 

anywhere but out in the channel. 

 The front-running Merlin Rockets’ ability to 

point higher put them at a considerable 

advantage to the Enterprises which this year 

were strictly also-rans, but the back markers 

had some compensation when the sun came 

out for the last couple of laps. The stream’s 

treadmill stretched the field out, so that 

winner Martin Hunter nipped round in 45 

minutes, to the embarrassment of the 

organisers, however the lowlier Enterprises 

took twice as long, and what felt like about a 

million tacks. 

Kingston’s Mayor was unable to attend the 

prize giving, greatly disappointing Mr 

Hunter, who revealed that he had only come 

to the event in the hope of meeting Boris. 

Better luck next time. 

 Results (all Merlin Rockets): 

Martin Hunter, Kasha Adamusinska, Thames 

Yacht Club 

Ben Marshall, Matt Allen, Minima 

Mike Stephens, Julie, Tamesis Club. 

Sail For Gold 

Minima Yacht Club was pleased to support 

the RYA’s Sail for Gold initiative ‘Have a Go’ 

day on 9 June 2012, timed to coincide with 

the medal race day at the Skandia Sail for 

Gold Regatta at the Olympic sailing venue in 

Weymouth and Portland. 

A team of experienced club helms took 

visitors out for taster sailing sessions in a 

Wayfarer, Enterprise and Merlin Rocket. 

Visitors were also able to tour the club 

facilities and relax on the club balcony 

afterwards.  

Our ‘Have a Go’ day was part of a 

nationwide initiative from sailing’s governing 

body, the Royal Yachting Association (RYA), 

to bring the excitement of the 2012 Olympic 

and Paralympic Games as close to home as 

possible for everyone, regardless of where 

people live. 

Event coordinator Steve Collins said: “The 

feedback from visitors including a number of 

young families was excellent. The majority 

were local residents and for many it was the 

first time they had been on the water on the 

Thames”. 

Firkin Trophy 

Minima retained by the Firkin Trophy, the 

annual team race against our friends at 

Twickenham YC on June 23 in what is 

believed to be the closest result in the 

competition's long history (the earliest date 

on the trophy is 1938). The two teams had 

an equal number of wins and points after 
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Everyone’s in a regatta mood 

three races, but we had won on the 

most number of individual race wins.  

Peter Halligan, sailing John Metzner's 

new Solo, had a perfect record of three 

first places in the Solos whilst Brian 

Cheetham and Steve Collins, sailing 

Brian's Enterprise, won all their races. 

Thank goodness these competitions are 

not decided on penalties! The full team 

was:- 

Enterprises: 

Steve Collins and Brian Cheetham 

Andy Banks and Andy Cuckson 

David Cane and Val Edwards 

Solos: 

Peter Halligan 

John Kemp 

Alastair Banks 

Summer Regatta 2012 

Minima’s annual regatta on Sept 1 & 2, 

sponsored by TWM solicitors for the sixth 

consecutive year, had everything a good 

sailing meeting needs, except maybe a 

decent wind. 

But a respectable turnout of 30 craft from 

neighbouring clubs up and down river from 

Kingston had a fair amount of fun puzzling 

out the shifts and eddies of what was 

basically a light south-westerly, modified to 

bits by the excessively tall poplars lining the 

Thames around the eastern edge of 

Hampton Court Home Park. It did give 

enough energy to one of the Thames Raters 

for it to severely customise Turks’ flagpole at 

Townend Pier, mind you we were always 

assured they were only there temporarily. 

The event was distinguished by a mass of 

Merlins, with no fewer than 14 dinghies 

appearing for the three races on Saturday 

and Sunday. Three were current or former 

boats of Minima Merlin maestro Ben 

Marshall, who was joined by many of his 

friends from Thames Sailing Club, where he 

is also a member, however none were a 

match for Mike Stephens from Tamesis Club, 

who are pretty much the Merlin specialists 

in this neck of the river. It is Tammy’s 

regatta next week, as Mike reminded us in 

his gracious speech of thanks, congratulating 

Minima on its beautiful new-look clubhouse. 

For apart from sailing in conditions it would 

flatter to call challenging, the real purpose 

of this year’s gathering was for Minima to 

show off its gloriously revamped premises, 

 
Firkin Trophy Racing 

©Twickenham YC 
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Sailing Secretary Ali Banks won  

the Solo Hand 

courtesy of a handsome Olympic legacy 

grant from Sport England, and a lot of hard 

work by volunteers led by Brian Cheetham. 

Hon Sec Denise Norman has been tutoring 

nearby clubs in the black arts of grant 

application forms, although they will be 

doing well if they can match Minima’s ability 

to motivate (some of) its members to muck 

in. 

The club is transformed upstairs and down, 

now lighter and airy and open to the views 

across the Thames, also praised by Kingston 

Mayor Mary Heathcote OBE, who recalled 

Minima’s role hosting the town’s beacon 

lighting party for the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee: altogether a historic year for the 

club. The new more welcoming and open 

look seems to be bearing fruit already in 

increased membership interest, and it will 

be a great and lasting Olympic benefit if we 

get more sailors enjoying the dubious 

delights of fluky South-Westerlies on the 

river. 

Races were not amazingly exciting; the 

conditions tended to spread fields out, and 

generally followed the form book, although 

Minima’s young sailing secretary Ali Banks 

had the pleasure of announcing a personal 

triumph when he took the Solo Hand trophy 

ahead of the club’s infinitely more 

experienced two Johns, Metzner and Kemp. 

The slightly macabre Hand is supposed to be 

a cast of Sir Francis Chichester’s, and was 

previously won by dinghy legend Jack Holt 

himself.  Winners took home bottles of 

bubbly from TWM, and gold medals from 

the RYA, celebrating the Olympic Year. 

Results (Minima unless stated):  

A Rater: Martin Hunter, Jacques Hunter, 

Rodger Stafford, Sue Williams (Thames SC).  

Enterprise: Alan Jales, Heather Elwin. Merlin: 

Mike Stevens, Jo Lock (Tamesis Club).  

Solo: Ali Banks.  

Handicap: Tom Hill, Luke Crawford (National 

12, Twickenham).  
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Andy & Thomas Greenwood in action 

Enterprise Class 

Although we never seem to put more than 

two or three boats across the start line 

when I am around, the Enterprise Class 

continues to prosper. 

Ian Peace is a now a regular, and has kindly 

provided me with a steady flow of excellent 

lightweight crews in the last couple of years. 

Rumour has it that Andy Cuckson is going to 

acquire Frolic, Les Rowlandson’s boat, in 

which case he should have success because 

Frolic may not be the flashiest Ent on the 

river but she is a delight to sail with 

everything arranged just where you want it. 

I particularly like the big-wheel kicking strap 

arrangement.  

The other new arrival this year, who 

promises generations of entertainment for 

the club, is Andy Greenwood. Anyone 

thinking about getting an Enterprise who 

cannot find a perfect beginners’ boat like 

Frolic would do well to follow his example – 

and maybe glean a bit of advice from him 

too. 

Andy put his boat together more or less 

from scratch, buying the hull on eBay for 

£100, and then equipping it for a maybe a 

total of another £400.  

The boat, yet to be named, was basically 

sound, suffering from lack of use but stored 

in the dry, and Andy hired a garage for what 

he says was a couple of months (I bet it was 

6) and revarnished and tidied up the decks 

and hull, then set out to re-equip it with new 

running gear. 

The fact that he’s in the boat business 

himself – managing racers on the Hamble – 

definitely helped, and he got some nice bits, 

like a sort of second-handish ex-display jib 

from a chum at North, which helped keep 

costs down. 

‘The thing is that even if you buy a boat 

which is ready to race, you end up spending 

a bit of time and money sorting it out, so in a 

way I just cut through that and set up the 

boat from scratch how I wanted it’, says 

Andy. 

The boat he bought had stayed in one family 

from new, with the second generation 

eventually running out of steam, and you 

would suspect that the sale price might have 

been influenced by the fact that it is 

blatantly going to a good home. 

Andy remembers sailing an Enterprise as a 

young boy, and the moment his son started 

to toddle it was obviously essential that 

Thomas should get some of his own early 

Enterprise memories. He travels a bit, 

looking after his racers, so a sailing club on 

the doorstep, albeit a bit challenged 

windwise, was just what was needed. 

 ‘The funny thing was that although I sail a 

lot, it has recently all been in keelboats. To 

start with I could barely tack in the 

Enterprise.’ 
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It took him a few months, but the result is a 

thing of beauty, as you see above, and it 

moves along very nicely mostly crewed by 

Thomas, who has even been persuaded to 

take the helm in light airs. Fellow-

competitors, let’s face it, in the light-weight 

crew stakes, four-year-old Thomas is totally 

the lightest. 

Wife Naomi is also a possibility for crewing, 

but then of course who will look after the 

children? But then it won’t be long, by the 

sound of it before Thomas is running 

alongside in his Topper, and another racing 

fleet is born. 

The Ent is waiting for Thomas to come up 

with a name. The result could be 

entertaining, or it could of course be 

another Clint. (Younger readers please note, 

this is a reference to Clint Eastwood, who 

played ‘the man with no name’ in the dollars 

series of spaghetti western movies. I 

recommend them). 

Andy is on the learning curve re getting your 

children to crew, and at this stage he is well 

aware that pushing Tom to sail when he 

doesn’t feel like it might put him off in the 

long term. However, having seen the two of 

them in action recently, they are clearly 

going to make a formidable partnership. 

John Forbes 

Enterprise Captain 

Handicap Class 

The Handicap fleet has not 

been a large presence in the 

summer season, but it has 

been the most colourful. Nick 

John has resurrected a set of 

very stripy sails from the old 

sail locker to compliment his shiny new 

national, currently called Cockatoo Two. It 

has passed its buoyancy test and is ready to 

race, so hopefully we shall see him on the 

water a little more in the Autumn Series. 

The RA Quba that is on loan to the club has 

robed popular with members both young 

and young at heart, although the jury is out 

on whether it is the correct boat for the club 

to invest in. If you have not had a go but 

would like one get in quick!  

The Toppers and Laser have been making 

periodic appearances, usually doing very 

well when others start to flounder in the 

stronger breezes. 

Erica Bishop 

Class Captain 
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Merlins 

The Merlin sailors continue to scoop up the 

honours during the 2012 season with Ben 

Marshal taking the RNLI and Spring Long 

Distance in Pooh, Denis Lockwood the David 

Langley and Barclay’s Trophies in Bow Belle 

and Phil Chase taking the Flemich Bowl in 

Fat Marse. Fat Marse soon to become Phil’s 

8th Adastra. 

The Class and Club gives a very warm 

Minima welcome to Sel Shah and her boat, 

well mostly her boat, Lady Luck. Sel got off 

to a flying start winning a very handsome 

cup during the August Bank Holiday racing. 

Lady Luck is one of the many from the 

refurbished thoroughbred Merlin stable of 

Ben Marshal. We wait with interest for the 

next one of the production line.  

Yours truly, truly picked up the Fair 

Commemoration Trophy also during the 

August Bank Holiday, or should I say would 

have picked it up if anyone could find it. 

Please look on your shelves at home for a 

cup meeting its description as I have a space 

reserved for it. 

It is good to see Christine Broadley with 

Eleanor ll and John Wilkey in Red Admiral 

out on the water this year enjoying their 

Merlin sailing, winds allowing. Allan Blair we 

hope will joining them soon now that Sheer 

Magic has escaped the club house 

A few other boats have been hiding so far 

this year but I suspect it’s a reflection of the 

work life balance being tipped firmly in 

favour of work at present. Something I know 

all too much about. 

The recent Minima Regatta was a good 

indication of the rude health of Merlins on 

the river with 15 different Merlins taking to 

the water over the 2 days.  

The winner Mike Stephens is a great to have 

as a guest, if you ignore his tendency to win 

all most of the races, as he is a mine of 

information and only too happy to pass on 

useful tips & best practices. He was a little 

worried he may have done a little too much 

coaching as I went passed him in the last 

race & beat him to the 2nd mark. That was 

his spur to do his disappearing act over the 

horizon. Interestingly, all four places went to 

users of DS sails (Dynamic Sails) perhaps we 

should look for sponsorship. 

The class members continue to fly the 

Minima flag away from Minima with Ben 

having another successful season in the 

classic Merlin De May series, winning at Bow 

Beach a few weeks ago and at present 3rd in 

the series. I went to join out good friends at 

Thames for their Regatta wining the second 

days racing in conditions that will live long in 

the memory. I have seldom seen 60lb 

weighted marks being swept down the river 

and being mostly submerged in the torrent. 

The class has its open trophy coming up on 

the Sunday the 16th starting at 11am. 

I would like to say thanks on behalf of all the 

Merlin sailors for the support and assistance 

of all the club members for our events & 

hope as many of you as you can come along 

and support this event. 

All the best & see you on the water 

Paul Seamen 

Class Captain 
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Paddlers 

This year has been a bit of a challenge, in 

that we had very poor weather conditions 

earlier in the season causing cancellations, 

along with absences due to the Olympics 

and a busy summer for many with all the 

other works and events at the club. We have 

battled on though and our paddlers have 

been out regularly, as the weather and 

stream conditions have allowed, including a 

day trip on the Wey navigation.   

Looking forward, we’ll be involved in the 

Speedo Human Race Swim from Hampton 

Court to Kingston on October 7th.  

Next year, we intend to take a look at our 

provision of coaching and to provide more 

and at more suitable times. As we’re now 

affiliated to Canoe England, we’ll try to take 

advantage of any courses and events 

associated with them. We hope that the 

club refurbishment will make it appeal to 

more people and bring in some new 

members. 

In the meantime as the Wednesday evening 

season draws to a close we hope to paddle 

on in the dark and at weekends. 

Debbie Cass 

Canoe Captain 

 

Solos 

The good news is that we have two more 

Solos in the club that will be actively sailed: 

Alastair Banks has graduated from Toppers 

and is showing that he is very competitive. 

Ian Peace has joined us to sail when he 

doesn’t have a crew for his Enterprise and 

we look forward to some competition from 

him. 

Your Solo captain has purchased another 

Solo. It is ten years old but is in almost new 

condition and first results are promising, 

probably due to the new design North sail.  

I thought it might be worthwhile refreshing 

my memory about how a sail works to make 

the boat move forward: I always thought 

that the shape of the sail caused the air to 

move faster in front of the sail thereby 

lowering the pressure to provide lift and 

forward movement of the boat. Bernoulli 

thought of this in 1738. It became known as 

Bernoulli’s Principle. It seems to work on 

sails but how can it work on an aircraft 

wing? How can a Spitfire fly upside down?  It 

took 150 years for his principle to be 

questioned. 

The accepted theory is now this: lift is 
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provided by air hitting the sail on the 

windward side, but it is necessary to provide 

a smooth flow of air on both sides, 

otherwise turbulence on the leeward side 

causes considerable drag on the sail.  

 

So whilst it is quicker to first adjust the sail 

to the airflow by observing the telltales 

behind the mast, it is the telltales on the 

leach that indicate that the air flow 

providing lift is at its most efficient or not. 

I don’t know why I was not aware of this 

years ago! 

John Metzner 

Solo Captain 

  

 

  

The new river frontage 

 

Regatta bosun’s 

 

The club from the water 
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Of Regattas Past 

Many of you will know that Minima YC 

(MYC) once had a presence in a number of 

South Coast ports. One of these was the 

lovely harbour of Dartmouth. The following 

insight into Minima’s activities there during 

the 1890’s came to light quite recently and 

your editor thought it would be worth 

sharing. 

In 1891 a branch of MYC was formed in the 

town adding to those already at Surbiton, 

Plymouth and Southampton. True to the 

spirit of MYC down the years it concentrated 

on smaller sailing craft and from 1894 

organised its own regatta within the harbour 

on the Wednesday before the Town Regatta. 

The event was repeated over the next six 

years sailing either in the harbour or 

“outside” (ie in Start Bay), competing yachts 

were not to exceed 36ft. One of the trophies 

on offer was originally awarded in 1895 as 

the Challenge Cup for Half-Raters (a 20ft or 

so yacht that was half the ton measurement 

system then used). This same trophy 

continued until 1913 then after a gap of 

some years became the Dartmouth Sailing 

Club National Redwing Trophy from 1957 

until 1976 and since 1979 has been awarded 

to the overall winning yacht owned by a 

member of Dartmouth Yacht Club (DYC). 

For a time the Dartmouth Regatta festivities 

were, thanks to MYC’s contribution, four 

days long and in the early 1890’s the river 

boasted four substantial yacht clubs. The 

largest was probably the Royal Dart Yacht 

Club (RDYC), today based in Kingsweir 

opposite Dartmouth itself. The Field 

Magazine at the time noted that RDYC’s 

membership hailed from the four corners of 

the Kingdom and that “the total tonnage on 

the club books is 6,697 tons which is a fair 

proportion of the total (145,000) of the 

country”.  

At this time the Small Boat YC (SBYC) had 80 

members with 30 yachts and Dart Boat 

Sailing Club (DBSC) 150 members and 70 

yachts. No precise figures are available for 

MYC but a contemporary report refers to its 

“many members” who provided “very 

interesting racing outside the Harbour by 

many of the crack boats of the day”. In 

addition the local rowing club had 60 

members with 12 boats so it is small wonder 

that the Western Morning News (WMN) was 

to comment  in 1893 it was “one of the most 

successful regattas” and that the 43 

competing boats were “ a number rarely 

seen outside the Clyde”. In 1899 the WMN 

again commented “Dartmouth is unbeaten 

in its popularity despite being not best 

placed to see big yachts; the only western 

regatta of three days duration”. 

So as the end of the century approached the 

yachting side of the regatta (there were also 

swimming & rowing events) was riding the 

crest of a wave. However the fortunes of 

Dartmouth Naval College 1905 

© 
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both the clubs and their regatta were to 

quickly change. 

In 1900 the SBYC abandoned its regatta 

owing to the “general depression in the 

yachting world” (WMN) but the Regatta 

Committee, RDYC & DBSC combined to fill 

the gap and offer races and prizes for the 

Saturday. The newspaper also commented 

that in this year there were fewer yachts 

than usual but no drop in the spectators. 

The following year saw both DBSC and the 

Minima branch in Dartmouth disband. In the 

same year a new club the Dart Sailing Club 

(DSC), organised a programme for smaller 

boats on the Saturday of the regatta which 

attracted 16 starters all under 24ft. They 

continued to do this from 1901 until 1907. 

The SBYC also perished and by the outbreak 

of war in 1914 even the DSC had closed.  

So within a decade all three of the clubs 

which had flourished in the 1890s had 

disappeared. Dartmouth itself then 

remained without a yacht club until the 

1950s when the Dartmouth Sailing Club 

formed. It continues to flourish today as the 

Dartmouth Yacht Club on the Embankment 

in Dartmouth.  

This sudden decline in yachting on the Dart 

was not a unique situation nor was it 

confined to the South West, it was part of a 

national trend. The Dartmouth Chronicle 

commented in 1901 that there were “not 

the best conditions this year: the war in 

South Africa was dragging on and the Queen 

died earlier in the year”. However all was 

not lost and after the Regatta’s lowest point 

in 1906/7 the committee together with the 

Royal Dart YC resolutely decided to inject 

new life into the Town Regatta which by 

now was in its eight decade.  

Today over a century later the sailing side of 

the Dartmouth Regatta Week lasts more 

than a week! There is dinghy racing the first 

weekend, a passage race from Torbay to 

Dartmouth the next Wednesday followed by 

four days of highly competitive yacht racing 

in Start Bay.   

Acknowledgements:  

With many thanks to Terry Carter, his friend 

Terry Stark and the book “Dartmouth Royal 

Regatta from 1884 to the Present” (pub 

1986).  
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August Bank Holiday Fun 
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Minima Regatta 2012 

 

 

This atmospheric  picture was taken by Peter Halligan 
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2012 - Diary Dates 

Date Day Start Event 
9 Sep Sun 15:00 Autumn Class and Personal Handicap Series starts 
16 Sep Sun 11:00 Merlin Open – Eric Archer Memorial Trophy (3 races) 
23 Sep  Sun 15:00 Three Burgee Trophy at Minima YC 
30 Sep Sun 14:00 Kingston Trophy & Coronation Cup (open Long distance) 
28 Oct Sun 14:15 Autumn Class and Personal Handicap (NB: clocks change) 
5 Dec Wed 18:30 Canoe Paddling (final) 
30 Dec Sun 11:00 Fun Race 

 

 

Photo Credits: 

Thanks to Peter Halligan, Denise Norman, Twickenham YC, Clare Morey and others for all the 

pictures. 
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