
Mr. Mistretta 

 

Good evening and thanks for stopping by. My name is John Mistretta, the math specialist 

at Shaw. My job is to give extra academic support to students who may be having 

difficulty in math.  I use data from our interim assessment program (MAP—Measures of 

Academic Progress) and teacher input to choose students for my small groups, then 

either visit classrooms to provide extra help there or take students to my classroom for 

practice in the skills they need to succeed in math class. 

 

 

       

 

 

In my classroom, I teach two types of lessons. The first kind reviews skills and concepts 

that students have been taught before, but may have forgotten over time. It’s very 

common for children at this age to be able to pass tests and quizzes on a topic after a 

chapter has been taught, but not be able to recall the ideas later, especially if they’re part 

of an assessment that includes items about other topics, too. So I spend time going over 

previously covered material, to ensure that students can handle a topic whenever and 

wherever they see it. 

 

 

 

 

 

The second kind of lesson covers whatever unit of study is currently being taught in 

students’ classrooms. Often students who have difficulty with math are reluctant to ask 

questions when they fall behind in class… or need a little more time and a few more 

examples before mastering a concept…. or need a little bit more individual attention 

before “getting it.” With small groups, it’s a lot easier for a teacher to answer more 

questions, give more attention, and spend more time on a topic as necessary. So I go a 

bit slower and take a bit more time with everything. 



Sometimes I’ll come into your child’s classroom and help students out there, too. 

Teachers frequently assign different things for different students to do during math class, 

and I’ll help to make sure everyone gets the attention they need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A key goal for students at this age level is one they share with students in the younger 

grades, and with junior and senior high school students, too… to make sense of 

mathematics and use it to solve real-world problems proficiently. I’ll provide a lot of 

practice problems to help students toward that goal. The work I give intermediate grade 

students might be a bit more whimsical or imaginary in nature, but the same principles 

used to solve them apply to more practical problems.   

 

 

 

If your child comes home with a permission slip asking if he or she can join one of the 

small group lessons here in Room 34, I look forward to working with you. If not, perhaps 

I’ll see you at one of the Shaw school events. Either way, thanks for stopping by! 

 


