


We will discuss: 

 

 FDR Supports England 

 Policies Just Before America enters the War 

 Japan Attacks 



 After Britain and France declared war on 
Germany, President Roosevelt officially 
proclaimed neutrality… But, he wanted a 
revision of the neutrality laws so that things 
could be done to assist Britain. 



 The U.S. had a ban on arms sales to nations at 
war. FDR asked congress to eliminate this, but 
Britain could not afford to purchase on a “cash 
and carry” basis which was required by U.S. law, 
so Roosevelt found a loophole… 

 Britain needed more destroyers, so Roosevelt 
sent 50 in exchange for the right to build 
American bases on British controlled 
Newfoundland, Bermuda, and islands in the 
Caribbean. Because the deal did not involve an 
actual sale, the neutrality act did not apply. 





 In the spring of 1940, debate began about 
whether the United States should remain neutral. 

 The Fight for Freedom committee urged the 
repeal of all neutrality laws and stronger action 
against Germany. 

 The America First Committee was staunchly 
isolationist and opposed any American 
intervention or aid to the allies. 

 The Committee to Defend America by Aiding the 
Allies pressed for increased aid to the Allies, but 
opposed armed intervention. 



 The main issue was neutrality. 

 Roosevelt ran for a 3rd term as President 
under the Democratic Party. 

 Wendell Willkie was the Republican nominee. 

 Both men promised that they would assist the 
allies in the war, but that they would keep the 
United States out of the war. 

 Citizens, believing that it was not a time to 
change leadership, reelected Roosevelt by a 
wide margin. 

 



Roosevelt at the National 
Defense Commission in 

1940 



 In 1940 and 1941, it became clear that the 
United States was taking more steps to 
provide aid to Great Britain… 

 

We will discuss: 
 The Lend-Lease Act 

 Hemispheric Defense Zone 

 The Atlantic Charter 



 The Lend-Lease Act of 1940 allowed the United 
States to lend or lease arms to any country 
considered “vital to the defense of the United 
States.” 

 This act removed the cash requirement of the 
most recent neutrality act. 

 By the time this Act ended, the United States had 
“lent” more than $40 billion in weapons, vehicles, 
and other supplies to the Allied war effort. 

 Great Britain, and even the Soviet Union received 
supplies under this act. 



 German subs were sinking hundreds of 
thousands of tons of shipments to Britain each 
month. 

 Because the U.S. was neutral, Roosevelt could not 
order the U.S. Navy to protect British cargo ships. 

 Instead, he developed the idea of a hemispheric 
defense zone, declaring that the entire western 
half of the Atlantic was part of the Western 
Hemisphere and, therefore, neutral. Then, the 
U.S. Navy was allowed to patrol the area and 
reveal the locations of German subs to the 
British. 



 The Atlantic Charter committed both the 
United States and Britain to a postwar world 
of democracy, nonaggression, free trade, 
economic advancement, and freedom of the 
seas.  

 By September 1941, an additional 15 anti-
Axis nations ad signed the charter. 

 Aggression and tension between Germany 
and the United States continued to grow… 

 



Churchill and Roosevelt at the signing 
of the Atlantic Charter 



 Roosevelt saw that Japan was being 
increasingly aggressive toward Britain’s 
landholdings in Asia. To hinder this 
aggression, Roosevelt began applying 
economic pressure by restricting, then 
banning, the sale of strategic materials 
(materials important in fighting a war) to 
Japan. 



 In response, Japan, while appearing to be 
continuing negotiations with the United States in 
good faith, began preparing for war against the 
United States. 

 On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl 
Harbor.  

 They sank or damaged 8 battleships, three 
cruisers, four destroyers, and six other vessels. 
188 airplanes were destroyed, and 2,403 
Americans were killed. Another 1,178 were 
injured. 

 The next day, Roosevelt asked Congress to 
declare war. The Senate voted 82-0 and the 
House 388-1 to declare war on Japan. 



  Once the United States declared war on 
Japan, Germany and Italy declared war on the 
United States (December 11). This would 
mean that the United States would be 
required to fight on two fronts: The Atlantic 
against Germany, and the Pacific against 
Japan… This was not going to be easy. 

 Hitler greatly underestimated the strength of 
the United States and believed that Japan 
would defeat the United States in the Pacific 
quickly. 



We will discuss these three issues: 

 

 Converting the Economy 

 Relying on American Industry to Win the War 

 Building and Army 



 Because the United States was going to have 
to fight the war on two fronts, it became a 
necessity to build up the Navy and the Air 
Force as quickly as possible 



 Churchill knew that victory in modern war 
depended on a nation’s industrial power – and he 
had great faith in the American economy. 

 He was right – The industrial output of the United 
States during the war astounded the rest of the 
world. 

 American workers were twice as productive as 
German workers, and five times more productive 
than Japanese workers.  

 The victory of WWII is often attributed to 
American production. 



 Normally when the government needed 
military equipment, it would ask companies 
to bid for the contract… but this wasn’t fast 
enough during war. 

 The government created cost-plus contracts 
where they agreed to pay a company 
whatever it cost to make a product, plus a 
guaranteed percentage of the costs as profit. 

 Thus, the faster a company produced, the 
more money it would make. 



 Automobile factories began to produce 
trucks, jeeps, tanks and B-24 Bombers. They 
also produced artillery, rifles, mines, helmets, 
pontoon bridges, and dozens of other pieces 
of military equipment. 

 Overall, the auto industry produced nearly 
one-third of all military equipment 
manufactured during the war. WOW. 





 Henry Kaiser matched Henry Ford’s 
achievement in aircraft production with his 
shipyard production. 

 He began to construct Liberty Ships with 
great speed. The first took 244 days to build. 
After Kaisers mass-production techniques 
were put in place, it took only 41 days to 
build a liberty ship. 

 He constructed nearly 3,000 Liberty ships 
during the war. 





 President Roosevelt created the War 
Production Board who had the authority to set 
priorities and production goals and to control 
the distribution of raw materials and supplies. 

 In 1943, Roosevelt also established the Office 
of War Mobilization to settle arguments 
between the military and the War Production 
Board. 



We will discuss: 

 

 Creating an army 

 Segregation in the Army 

 Women in the Army 



 Before the United States entered World War II, 
Roosevelt had begun expanded the army. 

 Two members of Congress introduced the 
Selective Service and Training Act, a plan for 
the first peacetime draft in American history. 

 Just after the attack on Pearl Harbor, more 
than 60,000 men voluntarily enlisted in the 
Army. 



 At the start of WWII, the U.S. Military was 
segregated. 

 Some African Americans did not support the 
war. However, many did. They saw Hitler’s 
world of a “master race” as more of a threat 
than racism in the United States.  

 An African American newspaper launched the 
“Double V” campaign which urged African 
Americans to support the war to achieve a 
double victory – over both Hitler’s racism 
abroad and the racism at home. 



 There were African American military units, but white 
officers generally commanded them. 

 President Roosevelt ordered the army, air force, navy, 
and marines to recruit African Americans, and he told 
the Army to put African Americans into combat. 

 The pilots of the 99th Pursuit Squadron, known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen, helped win the battle of Anzio in 
Italy. 

 The African American 332nd Fighter Group flew 200 
missions to protect American bombers. They did not 
lose a single member to enemy aircraft. 

 The 761st Tank Battalion was commended for its 
service during the Battle of the Bulge. 



 The successes of these African American 
military units paved the way for President 
Truman’s decision to fully integrate the 
military in 1948. 

 

Pilots of the 332nd 

 Fighter Group 



 The army enlisted women for the first time, 
but barred them from combat. 

 Many jobs for women in the Armed Forces 
were clerical or administrative. 

 In May 1942, the Women’s Army Auxillary 
Corps was established, and Oveta Culp Hobby 
was named as the first director. 

 A little over a year later, the Women’s Army 
Corps replaced the WAAC, and was an actual 
part of the regular army, not just an auxillary. 

 



 Training programs began in 1942 for female 
pilots to be allowed to deliver planes. 

 In 1943, the Womens Airforce Service Pilots 
(WASPs) was created. They were no longer 
needed after 1944, but about 300 female 
pilots made more than 12,000 deliveries of 
77 different kinds of planes during the war. 



 After the army began enlisting women, the 
Coast Guard, Navy, and Marines quickly 
followed.  

 In addition to serving in the new 
organizations we already discussed, another 
68,000 women served as nurses in the army 
and navy. 



 


