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Free anti-malware and anti-virus software for personal use 
 

Every computer should be protected by up-to-date anti-malware and anti-virus software. An 

infected computer not only performs poorly, it can also spread problems to other computers. 

Therefore we recommend that all students install anti-malware software on their own 

computers as a preventive measure. Happily, there are some free options that do a good job.  

 

A first choice that provides free anti-malware and anti-virus protection is Microsoft’s own 

Security Essentials.  Download it from http://www.microsoft.com/security_essentials/. 

 

We have also had good success with “Malwarebytes Anti-Malware” and “SuperAntiSpyware 

Free Edition”. You can download the software using one of the following links. 

 http://download.cnet.com/Malwarebytes-Anti-Malware/3000-8022_4-10804572.html  

 http://download.cnet.com/SuperAntiSpyware-Free-Edition/3000-8022_4-10523889.html 

 

After downloading the software, let it update itself to the most current definition files and 

then run a full scan of your computer. If malware is discovered, let the software attempt to 

remove the malware. Run additional scans until no malware is reported. 

 

If you are not using Microsoft’s Security Essentials, we recommend that you also download, 

install AVG Free.  AVG Free is available for personal use at no cost.  These are not limited time 

editions like what generally comes pre-installed on a new computer.  The company providing 

the software has a paid edition with additional features.  You will be prompted with occasional 

ads inviting you to upgrade to the paid edition.  The IT staff feels that the free edition provides 

adequate protection if used in concert with the anti-malware software listed above.  In fact, we 

use the free editions at home on our own computers. You may, of course, choose to purchase 

the upgrades the vendors offer. You can download the software from 

http://download.cnet.com/AVG-Anti-Virus-Free-Edition/3000-2239_4-10320142.html 

 

After downloading the antivirus software, let it update itself to the most current definition 

files and then run a full scan of your computer.  If there are infections the software cannot 

eliminate after three scans, contact the IT Help Desk. 

 

The IT staff has spent MANY hours trying to clean up infected computers. Frankly, a common 

denominator among many badly infected computers is the presence of the Limewire peer-to-

peer file sharing software. We urge you to avoid installing Limewire and to uninstall 

Limewire if it is presently installed on your computer. 
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