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Oelwein’s story was told in song, to the tune of
“Theme from The Beverly Hillbillies.”

Waterloo team members distribute Valentine cupcakes.

 As members of seven different missional church
teams from Mid-ABC met together on Saturday,
February 12th, they pondered the power of “story” to
change the world.  A modern day example is the way
the story of the democratic movement in Tunisa
spread to Egypt and on to other countries.  The story
in the Bible of the poor widow’s gift of two coins has
been told over and over and has changed the lives of
millions of people.  Gathering together on this
Saturday, the missional teams shared their churches’
stories of the ways that God is moving through them
and their communities.
 First Baptist Church of Ft. Dodge told their story
of looking into the needs of their community, and
learning about the increased rate of suicide among the
youth.  The team learned that young people wanted to
find significance outside the areas of sports and
academics, and wanted to contribute to the
community.  The idea of a dinner theater was born!
This summer the stage in the church fellowship hall,
used for storage for the last 40 years, will be the
setting for the Take Two Summer Youth Program of
Performing Arts.  The Junior High young people will
be producing “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown,”
and the Senior High will do “Godspell.”
 The story in Waterloo is that First Baptist have
adopted their block.  One cold night before Christmas,
a group went caroling in the neighborhood, taking
cookies and a flyer, listing community services, to the

nearby families.  The next project was to visit the
neighbors again at Valentine’s Day with cupcakes and
Valentines, and a neighborhood association newsletter.
The “Adopt Our Block” idea has spread to other churches

Continued on next page
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 Several chapters of the story are taking place in Clinton,
as members of the missional team at First Baptist take their
cues from Matthew 25.  One group has begun work with a
man whose vision was to help the hungry and those in need
of clothing.  Another group is visiting the sick and
homebound, helping with minor home repairs.  Ministry to

those in nursing homes is the focus of other
members.  Wanting to connect with youth in the
city, the church gave missional church scholarships
to community junior high and high school leaders
to enable them to attend the Region Youth Event.
As the church began to work with Student Venture,
the Campus Crusade organization at the high
school, they found that doors previously closed to
them began to open.  A celebration on May 5, with

a band, speaker, and prizes, is planned.

in the area, as people seek to work
together to address the problems of crime and poverty.  A
community garden, in the next-door lot owned by First
Baptist Waterloo, is planned for warmer weather.
 The missional team of First Baptist of Greater Des
Moines had a story of how God sometimes asks people to
share that which they think is in short supply, as the
church responded to the desperate need for temporary
housing for the Johnston Clothes Closet.  After the youth
offered to share space in their room, the church got behind
the project wholeheartedly.  They found that with a little
creative use of corners and hallways, the large number of
storage boxes could be stacked ready for use on days
when the Closet was open.  The church is forming a good
working relationship with the Johnston Partnership for a
Healthy Community.

Have you ever been in the wrong
place at the wrong time, despite
your best efforts?  Recently, I was
travelling out of state to attend a
national ABC meeting and had to
make a connection through the
Dallas/Fort Worth airport.  I had
about two hours between flights, so
I went to the terminal and gate from
which my next flight would be

leaving.  After confirming that I was at the right place, I
went into a restaurant across the corridor to get some
lunch.  I started back across to the gate about 20 minutes
before the flight was scheduled to leave, figuring that I
would avoid the initial rush to get on the plane.  However,
when I came out of the restaurant and looked at the
seating area, I saw that no one was there.  I ran up to the
counter and asked about my flight and was told that it had
been moved – not only to a different gate, but also to an
entirely different terminal.
 In the church, we used to be able to put plans into
place for 5 or 10 years into the future and we could be
fairly confident that there would only have to be minor
changes.  However, in today’s church it seems as though
every time we turn a corner we are confronted with new

and changing realities about ourselves and the
communities and world in which we minister.  It seems as
though, in spite of our best plans, we end up in the wrong
places at the wrong times doing the wrong things.
 So what are we to do?  First of all, we need to
recognize that we live in a time of accelerated change.
We need to accept that just because something worked for
us in the past, it does not mean that it is the best choice for
the present.
 Secondly, while we still need to plan effectively, we
also must be ready to adjust or change those plans in light
of current realities.  A program that worked and met the
needs of youth last year might not be the most effective
one to use this year.  The ministries of outreach to the
community might be addressing the needs of the past
instead of the present.  We must always be re-evaluating
the ways in which we live out the Gospel as the church.
 Finally, we have to learn once again that we cannot
effectively share the Gospel on our own.  If we rely only
on our own intellect and plans, we will be doomed to
failure.   More than ever before, we need to turn our plans
over and seek God’s will and wisdom.  Only then will we
be where God intends us to be.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

By the way, after a dash through the airport, I boarded my
plane just before they shut the door.

Models from First
Baptist of Greater
Des Moines get
ready for the
Clothes Closet
Rescue Fashion

Show.

Missional Church team from FBC Clinton works together.

Continued from page 1
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     As Ollie Baptist church members talked with neighbors
in their small town, they were surprised to learn that their
community needed 'a sense of community'.  Church
members are partnering with the Ollie City Council and as
many of the 33 businesses and organizations as want to
participate  in the publication of the Ollie Community
News, a way to tell community  stories.  A mock-up of the
publication has been sent out to these potential partners,
and will probably be published monthly and included in
the Town Crier, a free weekly paper available in business
locations and delivered to residents.
 A story can tear down a community, as in the case of
Methland, published a few years ago about the city of
Oelwein.  The police force became the scapegoats for
much of the drug problems plaguing the town, but
members at First Baptist wanted to stand alongside their
officers and help to lift their self-esteem and their attitudes.
“Cookin' Up Cash 4 Cops” was started two years ago by
the church, and this year, because of what members have
learned about partnering with their community, they will
be working alongside policemen and neighbors grilling
burgers, serving up beans and cole slaw, and divvying up
desserts.   Another church in Oelwein has been inspired by
this new story, and is planning to host a different fund-
raising meal for the local Fire Department.
 In Ottumwa, the Bethany Baptist Church story began
as they started praying for their community, for the
churches, and for their neighbors.  At Christmas, members
went out into the surrounding area, delivering cookies and
leaving door hangers with the offer of prayer.  Later, when
visiting area laundromats, they gave out rolls of quarters.

A Clothes Closet and Food Pantry are new ministries in
Ottumwa, and the church is working with local schools and
CETA on these projects.
 As the stories of God's working through our M-ABC
churches unfolded, excitement filled the room and the
sense of fellowship deepened.  Participants shared their
vision for their churches – that five years from now, each
church and community would be enthusiastic, vital, and
alive.   Glynis LaBarre, Transformation Strategist with the
American Baptist Home Mission Societies, reminded us
that “A vision is a picture of a possible future that God
invites us to join,” and that the stories shared were just the
beginning of endless possibilities.

Ollie Baptist Church team considers possibilities.

ABHMS
Transformation

Strategist
Glynis LaBarre,

left, enthuses
about the

vision of the
missional

church
movement.

Ft. Dodge missional church team discusses the stories.

Continued from page 2

The Ottumwa team shares their ideas.

Why don't people come to our church anymore?
How can we reach our neighbors

in a way they will hear us?

You're invited . . . to get out the door!

    * Missional Church Learning Experience (MCLE) is
a cluster of churches that form a Learning Community
to explore how God is calling the church today to get
outside their walls.
    * Each church forms a mission team, receives training
in basic missional church principles, and practices those
principles by designing and implementing a small
community project.
 For more information, contact Marshall Peters
(exec@mid-abc.org) or Soozi Ford (soozi@mid-
abc.org), or call them at 515-278-1411.
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 When a child comes home from a week of Christian
camping, a parent often asks, “What did you learn?”  The
reply may be something about a new game or telling about
all the fun they had.  But what the child
really learned may not become visible for
months or even years.  It is difficult for a
child to put into words the most significant
experience they have had in camp.  That’s
because it is an experience, not a text.  It will take them
time to put it into words.  They must yet learn the right
words.
 What kids learn in camp are things like how to begin to
become a more responsible person in their community and
church, or how to move into a new community and help to
make a place where Christians can feel safe to share their
Christian faith.  Campers can learn how to listen to and care
for their neighbor.  Or in this new natural environment,

they may learn how to depend on God and their friends.
The child may come to recognize that the real world is a
place God has given us that does not operate on AA

batteries and IPods.  While sitting around a
campfire, a child may hear the still small
Voice of God whispering God’s love for
that child and God’s call for that child’s life
and commitment.

 A child attending Christian
camp can encounter God more
times in that one week than in
one year of indoor Sunday
School.  Parents, give your
child that chance!  Years from
now they will tell you what
they really learned in camp.

Camp Dates
June 26-July 1
July 6-8
July 10-15
July 17-22

Camp Type
5-6 Grade Camp
1-2 Grade Camp
7-12 “Sick and Twisted”
3-4 Grade Camp

The cost of five-day camps is $225,
increasing to $250 after May 14th.

The 1-2 grade camp July 6-8 will be $100 per camper,
with no discount given.

June 12-17
June 12-17
June 12-17
June 19-24
June 26-July 1
June 26-July 1
July 10-15
July 17-22
July 17-22
July 24-26
July 26-29
July 31-August 5
August 6-7

Horse Camp
Fishing Camp
Mission Work Camp
Cabin Camp
Cabin Camp
Wilderness Camp
Paintball Camp
Jr. High Cabin Camp
Jr. High Wilderness
Cabin Camp
Cabin Camp
Camp on the Rock
Family Camp

4-12 Grade
4-12 Grade
9-12 Grade
9-12 Grade
5-6 Grade
5-6 Grade
11 years and up
7-8 Grade
7-8 Grade
1-2 Grade
3-4 Grade
5-12 Grade
All ages

$270
$205
$100
$200
$200
$200
$280
$200
$200
$100
$150
$175
Varies

Camp Dates Camp Type Ages Cost
Before 5/14

Early Bird discount - $25 discounted pricing and free T-shirt
when you mail your registration and payment by May 14th.

New this summer – Grades 9-12 attend Mission Work Camp June 12-17,
receive $50 off any other camp of your choice.

$295
$230
$125
$225
$225
$225
$305
$225
$225
$125
$175
$200
N/A

Cost
After 5/14

Tell me . . . . . .I forget
Show me . . . . . . . I remember

Involve me . . . . . . . I understand

Condensed from an article written by Bill Rathbun for Forest Lake Camp’s “Post-um Notes”

Forest Lake Camp
April 30, 2011

9:30 a.m. To 3:30 p.m.
For Kids (parents welcome)

Preschool (4 yr) thru 6th Grade
Skits, games, canoeing,
Music, lunch and fun!!

Please contact Daryl Cox
641-872-2529

or Nancy Jacobsen
641-872-2083
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 Mid-American Baptist Churches announces a new,
life-changing opportunity for high school students
(grades 9-12) called iLead. iLead is a Region sponsored
intense youth training program that focuses on
developing mature Christ-like disciples.  This is
accomplished by focusing on three core components:
theological education, missional church practices, and
spiritual formation.  We encourage you to consider
sending mature, active youth from your church to this
new discipleship experience.
 Mid-ABC pastors and youth leaders will facilitate
iLead.  This unique training program will take place on
three separate weekend retreats: Oct. 14-16, 2011, Jan.
27-29, 2012, and April 20-22, 2012.  After the retreats,
youth will interact with each other via an online classroom.

iLead is a serious commitment of time and energy.
The cost of the entire program is $300 (includes lodging
and meals, but not travel), and space is limited to 25
participants.  A deposit of $50 and completed application
are due to the Region office by April 30, 2011.
 Go to www.mid-abc.org/ilead for more information.

April 26, 2011- a one-day only event
Forest Lake Camp

JUSTICE?
Devotions:  Regan Stoops

Micah 6:8
Speakers:

June & Marshall Peters
"The Middle East- A Commission for Peace"

Suzanne Wright
"Human Trafficking- Annie Dieselberg's

Night Light Ministry in Thailand"
Registration - 8:30 - 9:15 AM

$10.00/person - $15.00/couple (plus lunch)
Day's activities to conclude at 3:30

For more information, contact Arlan Van Dusseldorp
at 641-628-3747 or arlanvand@iowatelecom.net

 The Mid-American Baptist Men’s Board selected
Donald Bramschreiber, First Baptist Church, Ottumwa,
IA, as the Layman of the Year for 2010.  Mid-ABMen
Board member Rev. Royce Jones made the
announcement at the men’s breakfast held during the
Mid-ABC Annual Gathering at Pilgrim Baptist Church,
St. Paul, MN.  The award
was presented later to Mr.
Bramschreiber (right) by
board member Arlan Van
Dusseldorp (left), at
Forest Lake Camp and
Conference Center.
 Don Bramschreiber
has been a member of
FBC Ottumwa since the 1970’s and was baptized as an
adult at Forest Lake Camp.  He has been the Moderator,
serving several terms, and taught the adult Sunday School
class.  After retirement from the Southern Prairie Area
Educational Agency, where he served as Regional
Director of Special Education Services, he was asked to
become the interim pastor at FBC Ottumwa and served in
that role for over a year.  The Ottumwa Area Fellowship
of Churches awarded Don the Ecumenical Award in 2003.
 Don has served as M-ABC Area III Moderator and on
the Board of Region Ministries.  He is currently the
Chairman of the Forest Lake Ministry Team and M-ABC
Wisdom Seekers, and serves on the Southern Iowa
Mental Health Center, Iowa Foster Care Review Board,
Mars Hill Log Church Board, and several others.

  Because of Central’s
focus on global Chris-
tianity, the seminary has
been exploring a variety
of ways to give every
student the opportunity to participate in a global
immersion experience.  March 3-14, President Molly T.
Marshall, Vice President John Gravley, Dr. Heather
Entrekin, Dr. Amy Hartsfield, and six first-year students
will be traveling to Thailand and Myanmar (Burma).  The
group will spend two days in Bangkok and then go on to
Myanmar.  The trip is made possible by a grant from the
Henry Luce Foundation.
 On this trip, the students will be learning how local
Christians minister in the religiously diverse societies of
Thailand and Myanmar.  They will visit a Buddhist
monastery, spend time with seminary students at
Myanmar Institute of Theology (MIT), and learn about
local Baptist churches.  The students will also experience
firsthand the legacy of American Baptist missions.
 Two years ago, Central entered into a partnership with
the Myanmar Institute of Theology for a variety of joint
educational ventures.  In July Central is planning to begin
its new Doctor of Ministry program in collaboration with
MIT.  President Marshall and Dr. Entrekin will be
teaching an experimental seminar in the existing MIT
DMin program while there in March.

Central students visit Buddhist
monastery in Mandalay,

Myanmar in 2010

  i
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First Baptist Church, Boone, IA, is holding monthly
book discussions.  Rev. Jerry Bertleson, pastor, facilitates
these sessions.  Among the books the participants will be
reading this year are Almost Christian, by Kenda Creasy
Dean and Surprised by Hope, by N. T. Wright.

Rev. Jeff Harris has been called as pastor of First
Baptist, Cherokee, IA, and Mt. Olive Baptist.

First Baptist Church of Waterloo, IA, welcomed
seven new members into their congregation recently, two
by baptism and five by transfer of membership. These
new members were extended the Right Hand of
Fellowship on Sunday, February 13th during worship.  At
that service, two more people came forward to join,
making a total of nine new members (pictured below).

 Pastor Paul Brown (left) of First
Baptist Church, Osage, IA,
congratulates Nick Varga (right), who
was licensed for ministry at FBC Osage
in November, 2010.

First Baptist Church of Davenport,
IA, welcomed seven new members in 2010.

Calvary Baptist Church in Des Moines, IA,
recently celebrated Pastor Cheryl Thomas's 12th
anniversary with them as Pastor and Teaching Minister.
On Sunday, January 16th, Rev. Joanne Jacobs was
installed as Visitation Pastor.

The United Baptist-Presbyterian Church in
Mount Ayr, IA will be hosting its second Pack-a-Thon
of meals for the hungry.  Last year the church worked
with other community organizations to raise over
$12,000 to purchase supplies for 100,000 meals for
victims of Haiti’s earthquake.  The eight tons of food
were then packaged at the church during a 24-hour
marathon by over 300 volunteers.  People from ages 4 to
94 took turns manning the tables, working together to
package nutritious meals in a bag.  This year’s event will
take place April 29-30, 2011.  Event coordinators hope to
raise $15,000 for the supplies and make a difference in
the lives of hungry people.

Rev. Duane Gibson, Pastor Emeritus of First Baptist
Church of Greater Des Moines, IA, passed away on
February 26, 2011.  Our sympathies to his wife Carolyn
and family.

Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:
Mapleton, United Church
St. Paul, Oakdale Baptist

In Iowa:
Bettendorf, Harmony Hills
Burlington, First Baptist
Churdan, First Baptist

Council Bluffs, Walnut Grove Baptist
Glenwood, First Baptist
Iowa City, First Baptist

Johnston, FBC of Greater Des Moines
Knoxville, First Baptist

Storm Lake, First Baptist
Webster City, First Baptist

     The Pella Leadership Alliance, Pella, IA, is sponsoring
the event, “A Gutenberg Church in a Google World”,
with speaker Leonard Sweet.  The event will be held
March 31-April 1, with the evening program on March 31
free and open to the public.  Registration forms may be
obtained by contacting Andrea Van Kooten by email;
avankooten@vermeer.com or by phone, 641-621-7965.

Tri-Region Continuing Education Event
May 2-4, 2011
Sioux Falls, SD

Speaker:
Rick Rusaw

Co-author, The Externally Focused Church

Bible Study Leader:
Brent Walker

Executive Director of the Baptist Joint Committee

Register online at www.mid-abc.org
Registration fee: $45
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 How about that January
thaw in February?  That puts
us one step closer to spring.  I
am in the midst of new
beginnings: learning how to
use a new computer,

navigating a new church, finding how to access all
the latest from National AB Women’s Ministries,
and keeping ladies excited about our mission of
helping women and girls.
 Our Area presidents are busy getting the
Spring Rallies happening.    A big thanks goes to
Jan Ostrander and Dianne Souder, co-chair of the
M-AB Women’s Region Conference, which will
be held July 8, & 9 in Waverly.
 National AB Women’s board is busy working
on a new mission statement, sending great
podcasts, “In Their Shoes,” sharing informative
interviews with some amazing women and a new
information podcast about Love Gift.  A goal to
raise $250,000 over the next two years to “Break
the Chains and Stop the Pain” of oppression that
women and children endure has been set.  How
about showing your support to National by
becoming a Vital Partner?  For just $10 or more a
month, you can make it happen.

 Our new  2011-2013 program theme, “In the Potter’s
Hands,” based on Jeremiah 18: 1-6, will help women and
girls explore what it means to be shaped by God to His
service.  Lulu.com has available updated “The Guide”
which includes officers and coordinator info plus new tips

and strategies.  This can be downloaded for a
small cost.
 Thanks for getting your whole church
involved in your White Cross request and
sending money for the Haiti Cholera Project.
Do you have a book group meeting to discuss
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression Into
Opportunity For Women Worldwide by
Kristof and WuDunn?  I have joined our
national online group and found the discussion
very informative.
 I look forward to seeing you at the board
meeting, March 26, or spring rallies, or Mid-
America ABW Ministries Region Conference
July 8-9, or National Conference in Greenlake,
July 16-22.  Keep informed; go online.
www.abwministries.org.

Marcia Street
President, M-ABW Ministries

Love Gift Totals
for January, 2011
YTD - $729.30

Last YTD - $1495.63

 2011 high school graduates and continuing college
students are invited to apply for student aid from the
Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries.  For an
application form, please contact:

Barb Schwechel
921 Coyla St.

Iowa Falls, IA 50126
bschwechel@mchsi.com

Completed application forms
must be received by March 15th, 2011.

 Our new year got started in a special way with Duane
being ordained in a service held January 2nd at the
Springfield Baptist Church in Akron, Ohio.  Many have
assumed that Duane was ordained long ago.  However,
his training in college was related to soil and water
conservation and it was this background in water
management that led to our first work in Thailand among
the Karen.  The American Baptist Churches of Ohio have
a track for ordination based more on experience than
formal education, and with over 20 years of mission work,
Duane more than fulfilled the requirements.  So, for most
of 2010, Duane was completing the final steps, and
preparing and defending his ordination paper.
 Why get ordained now?  For the Karen, only ordained
pastors perform communion and Baptisms.  Of course,
weddings and funerals also call for ordained pastors.
Duane was getting requests to lead these kinds of services
so finally decided the time was right to go ahead and
pursue ordination.

Duane and Marcia made a trip to Thailand in January
2011 to re-connect with some of their partners and visit
refugee camps and evangelistic work.

The following is an excerpt from a letter written by our
special interest missionaries, Duane and Marcia Binkley.
They have been working with Karen refugees who have
come to the U.S. for resettlement.

MID-AMERICAN BAPTIST
WOMEN’S MINISTRY

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Wartburg College

Waverly, IA
July 8-9, 2011

Coming soon – More information
and registration forms on the M-ABC website

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

Area I and Area V
Albert Lea, MN

April 30
Area II

Davenport, IA
April 4
Area III

TBA
Area IV

Indianola, IA
April 29

M-ABW Ministry
Spring Rally Dates
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Fellowship of American
Baptist Musicians
www.fabm.com
July 16-23, 2011

Green Lake Conference
Center

Green Lake, WI
     Clinicians include:
� Joyce Jones, Organ
� Mark Hayes, Adult/Young

adult
� Alan Pote, Youth

� John Horman, Children
� Timothy Waugh, Handbell
� Cindy Berry, Piano
� Stan Pethel, Instrumental

For more information about the Lending Library,
membership, or the “Conference for Church Musicians”,
please contact us at www.fabm.com or call 812-376-3321.

The COMMUNICATOR


