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 Marlene Hess from Atlantic Baptist and Jessica
Chadwick and Jan Grogan from First Baptist of
Greater Des Moines were among the many
volunteers from Mid-American Baptist Churches
who were joined by people from all over the
Midwest and beyond to assist residents of Cedar
Rapids who have been unable to adequately help
themselves in restoring their homes after the flood
of 2008.  In efforts organized by Church World
Service and Habitat for Humanity, volunteers
worked with local relief workers from the
Community Recovery Center to totally renew home
after home in the flooded areas of town.  In teams of 6-12,
workers were assigned tasks, given tools and instructions,

and completed the work – time after time, week
after week for six weeks.

The Church on Northland, American Baptist
and Brethren, together with the Brethren Disaster
Relief team, offered great hospitality, great food,
and chances for building friendships with other
volunteers.  Our team worked on the Moore
house, removing siding and clearing the property
in preparation for a total remake inside and out.
Part of our week was spent helping the family

pack their belongings to store until their home is
renewed.  The Moores

and their unusual pets
expressed their gratitude over
and over for the unbelievable
help they are receiving.
Participating in this Church
World Service Blitz was a
challenging, stretching,
fulfilling, heart-breaking, and
healing experience for all who
accepted the call for help.

by Jan Grogan

Marlene Hess

Jessica Chadwick

 On Tuesday, May 18th, a service was held at one of the
renovated houses to celebrate the ministry that was carried
out across Cedar Rapids during the six weeks of the
rebuild.  In the photo above,  Florence Coppola, of the
United Church of Christ, recognizes the national partners
who participated in the Church World Service
"Neighborhood: Cedar Rapids" ecumenical rebuilding
project.  American Baptist Churches USA was represented
by Dr. Marshall Peters, second from left. Other national
partners include Brethren Disaster Ministries, Catholic
Charities USA, Christian Reformed World Relief
Committee, Lutheran Disaster Response, Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, Reformed Church in America, the
United Church of Christ, the United Methodist Committee
on Relief, and Week of Compassion.
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 Over the past month, one of the
major news stories has been about
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
This oil spill was caused by an
explosion on the oil rig owned by
British Petroleum.  A few weeks
ago, some of the major players in
this spill were summoned before a
congressional committee
in order to find out what

had gone wrong.  One by one, each of these
executives shifted blame onto each other.  The
owner said it was a problem caused by the
operator.  The operator accused the contractor
of mistakes.  The contractor, in turn, said that
they were just following the instructions of the
owner, making the whole blame game come
full cycle.
 As I followed these developments in the story, I
started to think about how we do ministry in our local
churches.  When things are progessing well, we do not
have a problem.  However, there are times when our plans
for ministry are not working out the way we would like
them to and goals are not met, desired outcomes are not
achieved, or a plan that seemed promising at first just
simply turns out to be a failure.
 Unfortunately, sometimes in times like these we can
find ourselves participating in the same blame game as

those oil company executives.  “If only the Pastor had
done more to promote it, it might have succeeded.”  “The
chair of the committee simply did not devote enough time
to make it happen.”  “If others would carry their share
financially, we could have a different result.”  And the list
of possible accusations goes on and on.  I'm sure that all
of us have heard some variation of these complaints at one
point or another.
 What would happen, however, if all of us agreed that
instead of blaming others, we would examine ourselves

and see how we could better the situation,
whatever it might be?  What would our
churches be capable of doing if we took
responsibility for our part of the mission
and outreach of the church instead of
shifting responsibility by blaming
someone else?  My belief is that too often
we have used our energy on dissecting
what went wrong and who was
responsible instead of focusing our

energies on the future and how we can effectively carry
out God's mission in our world today.
 There will always be times that our best plans fail,
even within the church.  When that happens, we need to
take the time to learn from what happened, but then be
ready to forget the past, not assigning or shifting blame,
and move forward together into God's future.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Thanks to Sonja Van Dusseldorp and Tom Wheeler for photos.
Baptist Jeopardy, above.  Fellowship time, below.

Mid-American Baptist Churches
Annual Gathering

"Shaped for Service"

October 1-2, 2010

Hosted by Pilgrim Baptist Church
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Keynote Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Aidsand Wright-Riggins III

Executive Director
American Baptist Home Mission Societies

Mark your calendars!
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Ron Lott, pastor of First Baptist Church, Clinton,
IA, recently celebrated his 10th anniversary serving his
second congregation – the local police force.  As
chaplain, Lott assists the police with death notifications
and in crisis situations, responding to tragedies with
prayer and guidance when requested to do so.  Lott also
holds chapel services at the Clinton Fire Department.  His
volunteer work in these areas is supported by his
congregation’s willingness to share their pastor’s time
and energy with the community.

When the Anamosa First
Baptist Church members met
their challenge of having 100
people in attendance three
Sundays in a row, Pastor Ron
Thatcher had to keep his end of
the bargain – wearing pink from
head to toe!  In the photo at left,
Pastor Ron is pictured playing
bongos during the children’s
sermon Sunday, Feb. 28, 2010.
Jacket, shirt, tie, pants – even his
hair was pink!

 Fifty years ago on May 1st, seventy-five people met at
the First Baptist Church in Cedar Falls, Iowa and voted to
establish a new church with the blessing of the parent
church. On May 1 and 2 of this year Valley View Baptist
Church celebrated that occasion, their 50th anniversary,
with a dinner at the Lampost Theatre Saturday evening.  On
Sunday a special worship service was followed by a
reception. Among other guests was our founding pastoral
couple, Quentin and Joann Sewell, who traveled from
Massachusetts.

by Mary Ellen Dreier
First Baptist Church of Mt. Pleasant had the

privilege in April of hosting Nzunga Mabudiga – an ABC
missionary to Haiti.  First Baptist has been a part of
Nzunga and his wife Kihomi’s missionary partnership
network for the past three years.  There is a special
connection with Mt. Pleasant because two members of
FBC – Charlie and Kaye Huff – were once missionaries
to Congo and taught Nzunga as a young man.
 During the week of April 18-23 Nzunga came and
spoke about their ministry to Haiti at many services and
churches.  Along with First Baptist of Mt. Pleasant,
Nzunga visited and spoke to Hillsboro Baptist, First
Baptist of Fairfield, and Parkside Baptist in Burlington.
He also spoke at Chapel for the Mt. Pleasant Christian
School.  It was a wonderful opportunity to learn about
ministry to Haiti and to get to know Nzunga.  The people
of FBC of Mt. Pleasant are excited about further support
for Haiti and are planning a trip there in the coming year.

Nzunga
Mabudiga,
center, with

Pastor Regan
Stoops and

family.

 Wanting to help our brothers and sisters in Haiti
following the devastating earthquake in January of
this year, the women of FBC Webster City began
to collect and gather the materials and funds to
assemble health and baby hygiene kits.  Bonnie
Youngdale, president of the two ABW groups,
shared with the church the items that were needed
to put these kits together.  At a special gathering one
afternoon the ladies put together 10 adult kits and 15
baby kits. These were boxed and sent to the Church
World Services center in Alabama.  Also raised was
enough money to ship the kits to the warehouse and
then to ship the kits on to Haiti.

Below: Dr. Marshall Peters
with charter member Mary
Ellen Dreier, 90 yrs of age

 We celebrate with First Baptist Church, Davenport,
IA, as five new members were baptized Easter Sunday, and
four other new members have joined by letter or Christian
experience.

Above: First resident pastor
Quentin Sewell and  current
Pastor Scott Harrison with
Certificate of Recognition.
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 First Baptist Church of Keokuk sent its sixth group to La Romana,
Dominican Republic to work with ABC missionary Kristy Engel and the
Good Samaritan Hospital, January 23 through February 6. For the
second year, the team has partnered with Keaslings Pharmacy & Gifts
of Keokuk with the purchase of vitamins, non-prescription drugs and
over-the-counter medicines. The teams have participated in the batey
(village) clinics and worked at the hospital on construction projects and
fabrication of home water purification systems.
 The purchased
supplies were used at
both Good Samaritan
Hospital and its batey
clinics, and by the
numerous teams of
doctors and health care
professionals that
went to Haiti to help
with post-earthquake
medical needs.

 Every year Judson University sends
teams of students on mission trips to
various countries across the globe during
Spring Break. The purpose of mission trips
is to allow students the experience of
service to the less fortunate and the spread
of the gospel. One recent mission trip was
to Huánuco, Peru. The focus of this
mission trip was to raise awareness about
issues of abuse and neglect of children to
the people in Peru. The team worked with
a group called Paz Y Esperanza in Peru by
helping construct a shelter for abused
women and acting out skits in the market
place. The team members stated that as a
result of their mission experience they
have a broader worldview of the injustices
in the people’s lives around the globe.
They now have a stronger desire to bring
justice to all people and introduce them to
Christ’s love.

by Joshua Bice
Pictured: Mission team from Keokuk with Pastor Dale Thomas and Ken
Brown, owner of Keaslings Pharmacy and Gifts. ( L to R: Phyllis Nehre,

Marvin Nehre, Brown, Thomas, Vic Kerr)

 Thirty men, women, and youth from First Baptist
Church of Albert Lea together with representation from
three other churches went on a mission trip to
Accompong, Jamaica on March 10-17.  Those that went
from 1st Baptist were Pastor Clayton and Angie Balsley,
Dave and Tammy Peterson and son Calvin and daughter
Megan, Ted West and daughter Emelia, Dennis Nelson
and daughters Bricelyn and Carissa, Kenny Rich Van
Riper, and Bonita Moeller.
     The first four days were spent at the Petersen Center,
a vocational school in the mountains of Jamaica near the
town of Accompong.   The mission group spent time
doing some work on the building,
such as cleaning, painting, working
on a roof, working on a computer
room, and making an outside cross
for the top of the building.  We
participated in community outreach
ministry.  One night was a
worship/concert with sermons and
music from our group and those from
Accompong.  Another event was an
outside movie for the children and
families of the community.  Ice cream
and chicken foot soup was served
afterwards.
     Each day after school the mission

group provided a ministry for the children ages 3-18.
There were 80-100 community children in attendance
each day.  We presented a Bible lesson, sang praise songs,
did crafts, read stories, played games, and served snacks.
There was a purity group for the pre-teen and teen girls
and a teen boy class.  There was lots of time for
interaction with the children after the program.
     After four days in Accompong, the group spent two
days of ministry at Blossom Garden Children’s Home in
Montego Bay.  The children living in the home ranged
from infants to age 8.  In the children’s home, we were
given the opportunity to interact with the children and

hold and hug them.  One of the days
we went into their on-site school
classroom and brought in stories and
crafts.
     Our group had a devotional time
together each day, and each person
took some time alone with God and
His Word to journal.  With thirty
people together from four different
churches, God brought unity to the
group as we worked toward the goal of
discipling and loving others.  Praise
God for a wonderful mission trip!

by David Peterson
A child from Blossom Garden Children’s

Home with Carissa Nelson.
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 A few miles from the junction of the Pacific Ocean
and the US-Mexican border, hidden on a hill in Tijuana,
lies Deborah's House. Its location high on a hill
overlooking a poor neighborhood in the suburb called La
Gloria is somewhat ironic, because it is a domestic
violence shelter run by the Baptist women of Northern
Baja, California, and needs to be kept secret from the
abusers. When a work team from First Baptist Church
Johnston, Iowa arrived in June, last summer, the shelter
stuck out like a sore thumb, because its second floor was
covered with raw lumber. Now it has a stucco surface that
has been painted and fits into the surroundings more
comfortably.
 Tijuana is a surprising city. No longer a sleepy border
town, it is bustling place of more than 2 million people
(no one knows for sure). Hundreds of thousands of native
Mexicans have made their way to the
city to seek employment in the
factories. Costs are high and wages are
low, so for many, instead of finding a
better life, they have sunk deeper into
poverty. With poverty and despair
comes abuse. Ray Schellinger and Dr.
Adalia Gutierrez, an American Baptist
husband-and-wife missionary team,
have been working with the Baptist
women of Tijuana to provide a safe
environment for families needing to
escape. Last summer, during the time
the Des Moines team was there,
three mothers and nine children
were living at Deborah's House.
Our  task then was to work on the
construction of the roof and
internal structure of the second
floor of the main building and to
provide wiring to a smaller
building that is being used as a
sewing room.
 This March three teams, one
from Oregon and two from Des
Moines, returned to Deborah's
House to continue the
construction of the second floor of the

main building. When finished, the upper story will have
six apartments, a large common area, and bathrooms and
showers. A lot of work was accomplished during the 2 ½
weeks. Wiring was installed and the electricity turned on.
Six rooms and a bathroom were sheet-rocked, and
mudding was begun. Work continues as a group of
women volunteers  finish the sheetrock and do some
painting. Two local men are working to plumb and finish
the bathrooms and continue work on drywall in
unfinished rooms.
 In the Westover Baptist Church group from Des
Moines were their pastor, Rev. Ken Wallace and his wife,
Becky, Jenny Tesser, Melinda Leseney, and a "foreigner"
from Casper, Wyoming, Anne Christian. In the First
Baptist Church group from Johnston were their former
pastor, Rev. Tim Bonney, Dale Stevens, Jan Grogan,

Byron Strom and Tom Maynard. Also,
from the Wellspring Community Church
of Des  Moines was Rev. Becky Strom.
Leading the group, along with Jan Grogan,
was Rev. Soozi Ford, of the First Baptist
Church of Indianola. Soozi is the
Associate Executive Minister for the
Region.
 Living at Deborah's House during our
stay were three women and their eight
children. In spite of their troubles, and
their need to escape often terrible
circumstances, the women and children we

met were a blessing to us. We came to
offer God's love to them but we found
that God was already there waiting for
us in the form of those women and
children. In the words of Ray
Schellinger, "This place has become
what it was intended to be, an oasis in
the midst of a difficult world, a rest
from life's storms. It has become
sacred ground."  Please continue to
lend your support to Deborah's House
and to pray for its continued mission
and for the women and children it
serves.
Article and photos by Byron Strom

Jan and Jenny cut sheetrock.

Both mission teams pose with residents
of Deborah’s House.

The women learn
to use a sewing

machine at
Deborah’s

House, making
items that can be

sold to
supplement their

income.

Interacting
with the

women and
children was
an important
part of our

mission.
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We welcome the following new pastors to the Region:
In Minnesota:

Greg Cooper, Woodbury, First Baptist
In Iowa:

Diane Desmidt, Atlantic, First Baptist
Jim Laupp, Fort Dodge, First Baptist

Cynthia Halvorson,  Owatonna, First Baptist
Dan Hawn, Harlan, First Baptist

Susan Metcalf, Grinnell, First Baptist

 In addition, Carol Teare is serving as transitional
pastor at Waterloo, First Baptist, and Louise Barger is
interim pastor at First Baptist of Greater Des Moines in
Johnston.

Introduction to Ordination Process
Tuesday, September 7th
(by appointment only)
For more information,
call the Region Office

515-278-1411

Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:
Mapleton, United Church

Truman, Community Baptist Church
In Iowa:

Cherokee, First Baptist and Mount Olive Baptist
Churdan, First Baptist
Clarinda, First Baptist
Corydon, First Baptist

Council Bluffs, Walnut Grove Baptist
Glenwood, First Baptist
Iowa City, First Baptist

Johnston, FBC of Greater Des Moines
Kalona, United Christian Baptist

Lake City, First Baptist
Ottumwa, Bethany Baptist

Ottumwa, First Baptist
Sioux City, Glendale Baptist

Storm Lake, First Baptist
Swea City, First Baptist

West Union, First Baptist

 On Saturday, April 10, four
Baptists from Iowa, Callie
Fatka, Angela Fatka, and
Rochelle Guess of FBC Churdan, along
with Todd Swayer of Boone, set off to
join 50 American Baptists from Maine in
the Dominican Republic.  Four suitcases,
filled with medical supplies, school
supplies, and clothing were taken to be
distributed in the DR and in Haiti.
 Callie and Angela took part in the
construction work, helped in the Bible
school, and spent two days in the medical
clinics. Their primary job in the medical
clinic was distribution of eye glasses
donated by the Iowa Prison System.
 Rochelle’s daughter, Cara, had been in the DR for the
previous three weeks, completing a rotation as a third year
medical student at Des Moines University.  She and
Rochelle, a Nurse Practitioner, spent their time in the
medical clinics. One day, a clinic was held in a batey, a
small village of the sugar cane workers. Another day, the
clinic was in a barrio in LaRoma.  Patients were also seen
at two prisons in the DR. All 450 inmates at the first prison
were seen and given care packages
put together by the group from Maine
and Iowa.  At the second prison, five
medical providers examined nearly
500 of the 1200 inmates. Their
prisons are much different from our
prisons. The inmates wear whatever
clothing they have available. A small
amount of food is provided, the rest

is either purchased at the prison or
brought in by their families.
 Kristy Engel, American Baptist

International Missionary,  has developed a
well executed rotation of clinics providing
medical care to much needed areas of the
Dominican Republic. Because of the
foundation Kristy has laid, she was able to
take medical clinics into earthquake-shaken
Haiti while those in the DR continued to run
smoothly.
 On February 14, Rochelle was able to
travel to LaRoma, DR and then on to Haiti
with Kristy. The work in Haiti was very
similar to the work in the DR. However, Haiti

is a much poorer country even before the earthquake. In the
USA, there is approximately one health care provider to
every 390 individuals.  In Haiti, the ratio is 1:4000.
 The nine hour bus ride from LaRoma to Haiti is
uncomfortable at best.  Travel takes place at night, due to
the need to cross the Haiti border at particular times. The
restroom stop in the middle of the night consists of an
empty parking lot.  Once in Haiti, the living arrangements
have been well planned with comfortable beds, showers

(cold, of course), and good food.  The
coordination of transportation and
accommodations has been an
enormous task.  After the earthquake,
Kristy made this trip weekly. She is
now going to Haiti once or twice
monthly.
Article and photos by Rochelle Guess

New Pastor Orientation Day –  September 14, 2010

Rochelle Guess,  pictured
above in front, at right, consults

with patients at a clinic.
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Love Gift Totals as of April 2010
YTD - $6041.25

Last YTD - $7033.87

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

 The women of First Baptist Church of Charles City, IA
know that they need to be together for fellowship and
spiritual growth. One way to accomplish that is through
retreats.  April 24th marked their fourth one.  Each retreat
has been attended by roughly a dozen women.  Three of the
gatherings involved travel and an overnight. This last one
was just "a day apart".  They met from 10-3, brought a sack
lunch and studied the friendships of women.  They used the
story of Mary and Martha for the Bible study.  Beaded
bracelets were created during craft time and they will be
sent with our Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes in the
fall.
     Pastor Ruth Yeaton said, "The deep sharing convinced
me that we are on the right track. Women need each other
and time to tell their stories. We will definitely have
another retreat this fall."
 Our church has had four new members this quarter –
Hannah Draheim, Marsha and Don Jarrard, and Jan Maage.
It is exciting to have new folks!

Mission: Possible
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11

Saturday, July 31, 2010
First Baptist Church

Marshalltown, IA
Registration and Connection, 9-10 a.m.

Special Interest Missionary Speaker
Cindy Harper, Director

Cameron Community Ministries
Rochester, NY

This event will condense everything we love
about Conference into one day. YES we will
sing and worship, YES we will learn together
about our national organization, about mission
opportunities, and YES we will conduct the
business of M-ABWM.  Love Gift and general

offerings will be received.

Send your name and address
along with $10 registration fee by July 23 to

Donna Liscum, 203 Martin St., Renwick IA 50577

 The Johnston
Piecemakers quilting
group has been
working for almost a
year with Project
Linus, an organization
that seeks to provide

quilts for children who need a warm, loving reminder that
someone cares.  First Baptist Church of Greater Des Moines
recently held a dedication of a dozen finished quilts and some
quilts in progress, then members of the group took the
finished quilts to the Ronald McDonald House in Des Moines
where they would be given out to sick and recovering
children.

SUMMER
EVENT

2010
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Stir Up, Stand Up, Speak Up
2 Tim. 1:6-12, Eph. 4:12

Annual ABMen/Boys Leadership Training Conference
2010

September 17-19, 2010
Grotonwood Camp, 167 Prescott St., Groton, MA

Special Speakers
Rev. Dr. E. Glenn Wagner, University Park Baptist,

Charlotte, NC
Timothy Eldred, Sr. Pastor in Six Lakes, MI and

Exec. Director, Christian Endeavor International

Workshops led by
Tony Pappas, TABCOM Exec. Minister and
Phil Anderson, TABCOM ABMen President

Cost is $105 for the weekend, including lodging and five meals
$80 for boys 18 and younger

$50 for those attending only on Saturday

For information and registration, please visit
the American Baptist Men-USA website at

www.abmen.org
or call 1-866-868-1050

to speak toTracie Longwell, ABMen-USA Secretary.

 Volunteers converged at Forest Lake in April
to prepare the camp for the season.  Much was
accomplished by the 34 participants during the
weeklong event.  Repairing, clearing, painting,
cleaning, and storing were only a few of the types
of work done during the week.  Gary Morrison sent
a list of 44 completed jobs which included such
items as cleaning roof tops, cutting, hauling, and
stacking firewood, and painting bunkbeds.
Funding is still needed for the purchase of
materials for several other projects.  Thank you for
your support of M-ABC camping!


