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In St. Paul, Minnesota,
members of the host church,

Pilgrim Baptist, (at left)
registered delegates and
visitors for the M-ABC

Annual Gathering.  At right,
the Ministers’ Council dinner,
served at First Baptist Church,

St. Paul, was prepared by
Karen church members.

Rev. Charles Gill, Jr.,
(pictured at right)

pastor of
Pilgrim Baptist Church

in St Paul, MN,
 welcomes congregants

at the
M-ABC Annual

Gathering,
October 1-2, 2010.

Below, the praise team from Pilgrim Baptist leads worship.
A liturgical dance was performed on Friday night by

another group from Pilgrim Baptist.

At right, Kristy Engel,
international missionary,
brought news of disaster

relief efforts in Haiti.
Rev. Dr. Aidsand Wright-

Riggins, Executive
Director of the

American Baptist Home
Missionary Societies, was

the featured speaker.
Dagoberto and Dilia

Zelaya, missionaries to
Honduras,  also brought
news of their work with
the Children’s Home.

Thanks to Barb Schwechel for
Annual Gathering photos.



 The Christmas shopping season
began very early this year.
Retailers and internet sites have set
a goal to increase sales in order to
improve their bottom lines.  They
know that they face an uphill battle
as economic struggles continue
across the country.  Therefore, they
have made concerted plans to

increase their sales.  They have put Christmas
merchandise on sale earlier than ever
before.   “Black Friday” sales, which have
traditionally taken place on the Friday after
Thanksgiving, have been pushed earlier in
the month of November in order to get the
jump on others.  Extensive studies have
been done by these retailers to determine
how low they can go on price and still make
a profit.
 I do not blame these retailers for all of
their efforts to get us to shop.  If I was in
their position, I would probably be doing
the same thing.  However, we know that the
commercial aspect of Christmas is not its
real meaning.  We, as individuals and corporately as the
church, have a message about God coming to earth in the
form of the baby Jesus that the world needs to hear.
 The question that we need to ask ourselves this
Christmas season is whether we are even doing a fraction
of the evaluation, planning, and preparation for Christmas

that the retailers are doing.  The events in our churches
leading up to Christmas have become so familiar to us
that we can go through the lighting of Advent candles and
Christmas Eve candlelight services without really paying
attention to the message.
 Rather than just going through the familiar rituals of
the season, maybe we need to spend some time evaluating
the needs of our surrounding communities at Christmas
and then determine how we can effectively share the
Good News of Christ's birth.  It might entail reaching out
to those who are in sorrow during this time of year.  It
might mean giving special assistance to the homeless.  It
might mean discovering new ways of sharing the

Christmas story within our worship
services, as well as beyond the walls of
our churches.
 Most of all, we need to stop as
individuals and consider once again
what the miracle of Christ's birth
means to us.  We need to get away from
the busyness of the season and set
some goals for what we need to be
doing in light of God's gift to us.
Instead of New Years resolutions
(which are seldom kept), we should be
making Christmas resolutions that will
show how we have been changed

through Christ.  Please use this Advent season to
rediscover God's purpose and will for your life and for the
life of your congregation – and then have a blessed
Christmas.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Mid-American Baptist
Churches participating in
the Missional Process

include:

Ottumwa, Bethany Baptist
Clinton, First Baptist

Fort Dodge, First Baptist
Johnston, First Baptist of

Greater Des Moines
Oelwein, First Baptist

Ollie, Ollie Baptist
Washington, First Baptist

Waterloo, First Baptist
Above, Rev. Glynis LaBarre,
Transformation Strategist with

American Baptist Home
Missionary Societies, encourages
Missional Church participants to
look deeper into and work with

their communities.

The next meeting date for the Missional Church
Process is Saturday, February 12, 2011, location
TBA.  Participants will gather to report on their
progress, share stories, and encourage one another.
For more information, contact Marshall Peters or
Soozi Ford at the Region office, 515-278-1411.

At left, participants from Fort
Dodge discuss ideas for their

church project.



 In Deuteronomy 18:4-5 it is
written, “You are to give them the first
fruits of your grain, new wine and oil,
and the first wool from the shearing of
your sheep, for the Lord your God has
chosen them and their descendants out
of all your tribes to stand and minister
in the Lord's name always.”  Now I
always thought that this just meant that
we are to give to the Lord first, right
off the top, until I discovered that the
first cutting of hay is the better cut.
Being a city boy I just assumed hay
was hay; in fact when I see hay fields
it just looks like a bunch of weeds to
my uninformed eye.  But those who know better know
that is not true.
 When we give to the Lord we are to give of the first
fruits, the cream of the crop, the best, as the song says.
We shouldn’t give the Lord our leftovers, our seconds,
our discards.  But so often that is what we do give to the
Lord in all aspects of our lives.
 I remember hearing the story about the woman who
called up the turkey hotline asking how long turkey will
stay good in the freezer.  She had a turkey that had been
in the freezer for over a year and was wondering if it
would be okay to eat.  The expert said that it would be safe
but most likely would not taste very good.  The caller then
responded, “Okay, I’ll give it to the church.”

 So often when we give to the Lord, we take
care of everything else first.  In our monetary
giving we pay the mortgage, the car payment,
the utilities, the groceries, the cable bill,
entertainment, child care, health care, and
then if there’s enough left over we give a
little to the Lord.  And for many of us we
often discover there is too much month at the
end of the money.  I will be the first to admit
that I’m just as guilty of doing this as anyone
else.
 Probably one of the quickest ways to
demonstrate our faith is through our giving,
because to give first to the Lord is a huge leap
of faith.  It requires us saying to ourselves

and the Lord, “Okay Lord, here are my first fruits, now
I’m trusting you fully to provide what I need out of what
is left over.”  That is a scary place to be for us, even
though time and time again the Lord provides for us out
of His abundant love and mercy.
 Time and time again the Lord has done even more
than meet my immediate needs and yet I am still fearful
about making ends meet.  I still worry and fret about
providing for my family.  But I have learned one thing and
practice it well, even when I’m terrified of what the future
will bring:  when I’m being tossed around in a financial
tsunami, I cling to the rock that is Jesus and discover time
and time again that when the morning comes, He’s still
there and I’m still standing, clinging to Him.

Give of your best to the Master;
Give of the strength of your youth;
Throw your soul’s fresh, glowing ardor
Into the battle for truth.
Jesus has set the example,
Dauntless was He, young and brave;
Give Him your loyal devotion;
Give Him the best that you have.
Give of your best to the Master;
Give Him first place in your heart;
Give Him first place in your service;
Consecrate every part.

Howard B. Grose,
The Endeavor Hymnal, 1902.

Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:
Mapleton, United Church

Truman, Community Baptist Church
In Iowa:

Bettendorf, Harmony Hills
Cherokee, First Baptist and Mount Olive Baptist

Churdan, First Baptist
Corydon, First Baptist

Council Bluffs, Walnut Grove Baptist
Glenwood, First Baptist
Iowa City, First Baptist

Johnston, FBC of Greater Des Moines
Kalona, United Christian Baptist

Knoxville, First Baptist
Lake City, First Baptist

Ottumwa, Bethany Baptist
Ottumwa, First Baptist

Renwick, Renwick Baptist
Storm Lake, First Baptist

Webster City, First Baptist

From an article by Shawn Geer, First Baptist Church of Plainfield, IA, published on November 2, 2010, In and Around ABCUSA
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On September 8th, Bethany Baptist Church, Ottumwa,
IA, celebrated 50 years of ministry.

Eagle Grove Baptist Church in Iowa celebrated 120
years of ministry on September 12th.  Rev. Soozi Ford
brought the message.  Rev. Fran Pettigrew is the pastor.

Also on September 12th, First Baptist Church of
Greater Des Moines (in Johnston, IA) kicked off their
160th year of ministry celebration.  Rev. Dr. Paul Martin,
President of American Baptist Seminary of the West,
brought the message.   He is pictured above, along with
Associate Pastor Jessica Chadwick, Pastor Emeritus
Duane Gibson, Interim Pastor Louise Barger, and church
members.

On October 3rd, Rev. Greg Cooper was installed as
pastor of Woodbury Baptist Church, Minnesota.  Rev.
William Englund preached at the service, and Dr.
Marshall Peters participated in the installation.

Nick Seipel was ordained at First Baptist, Pella, IA,
where he serves as Associate Pastor, on Sunday,
November 21 (see photo, below).  Rev. Soozi Ford, Mid-
ABC Associate Executive Minister, brought the message
and led the service of ordination.  Nick's parents, Karen
and Duane Seipel, and his wife Jessica were able to be in
attendance and share in his special day.

Pastor Jim Wilson was installed at Glendale Baptist
Church, IA, on November 7th.  Dr. Marshall Peters,
Region Executive Minister, brought the message.

First Baptist Church of Cedar Rapids/Church of the
Brethren, aka The Church on Northland, celebrated
150 years of ministry in Iowa on the  weekend of October
16-17.  There was a block party with carnival games and
inflatables on Saturday, followed by an open house with
a history center and memorabilia, and an evening banquet.
During the Sunday worship service, Dr. Marshall Peters
brought greetings and congratulations from the Region.
Jim Goodrich is the pastor.

Dave Doerr completed his ministry at First Baptist,
Webster City, IA, at the end of October.

First Baptist Church, Atlantic, IA,
responded to a challenge from Rev.
Soozi Ford to raise more for their World
Mission Offering than they had done in
the previous ten years combined. They
raised close to 2.5 times the challenge
amount, so Soozi will be going back on
Dec. 12th with purple and green hair!

Fairfield First Baptist Church, IA (below) needed a
new roof and did not have the money to pay for it.  Rather
than borrowing the funds, a special appeal was made to
the congregation to raise the cash to buy the materials.
People gave generously and over $7,000 was raised in less
than a month.  A series of five workdays began on
October 17 and were concluded on November 6.  Using
all volunteer labor from the church family, the
complicated roof was completed one section at a time.
God provided mild sunny weather for the project.  Besides
a new roof, the congregation benefited from the extra
fellowship and now enjoy a great sense of accomplishment.

Pictured left to right: Dennis Dingemann, Jon Heikes,
Nick Seipel, Soozi Ford, Homer Ford.
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 During the last week of October, 31 volunteers
provided a total of 51 days of work at Dayton Oaks Camp.
More needs remain and we could have used more
churches bringing a load of volunteers for the day.  Our
camps need to remain "solvent" and these volunteers
helped to keep the expenses lower by providing much
needed time.  Their generous donations will also help with
expenses.
 Here are some accomplishments from the week:
 Lodge Motel Rooms: Thoroughly cleaned. Beds
removed, floors vacuumed, walls & windows cleaned,
heat radiators cleaned, bathrooms cleaned. (Three units
remain to be completed.)
 Lodge Craft Room/Library: This room has been
rearranged, cleaned and prepared for off-season use.
 Retreat Building: Thoroughly cleaned, vacuumed,
window sills cleaned, walls wiped, blinds cleaned, light
fixture replaced. (Building exterior is newly painted.)
 Firewood: The winter supply of
firewood for the Lodge was cut, split,
hauled and stacked near lodge. (More
wood is still needed at the woodlot for
customer pick-up.)
 Kitchen: The kitchen and serving
islands have been prepared and are in
good sanitary condition.
 Lawn & fall leaf work: Strong
winds brought down more sticks &
leaves and the lawns are now attractive
and prepared for a winter's rest.
 NOTE: The list of projects for this
fall was not completed this year. We had a good turn-out of volunteers on
Saturday, but participation was light through the week.  Several projects remain
that would be great for a small "team" of men and women volunteers, indoors
and outdoors.  They include indoor cleaning, cabin cleaning, bath house cleaning, and outdoors there are tons of wood to
be cut.  Call Matt or Dani at the camp, 515-547-2417. Gary Morrison

Workers, L to R: Homer Ford, Matt Siebert, Mike Kelly, Gary
Morrison, Raymond Weston, Keith Wright, Art Bryant.

Volunteer Mike Kelly at work.

Taking a well-deserved break, L to R:
Rhetta Wright, Pearl Cole, Lois Beaker,

and Dani Siebert.

Winter means sipping apple cider, snowball fights, sugar
cookies, cutting out snowflakes, sledding, and JUNIOR
HIGH WINTER BLAST! The weekend event will take
place January 28-30, 2011,  at Dayton Oaks Camp.  Grades
6-9 are welcomed for some winter fun, friendships, and
lessons.  For forms and more registration info, go
to the Region website, www.mid-abc.org or
www.daytonoaks.org .  Early Bird registration
ends January 1st so get your registration in soon!

Please contact the program coordinator Heidi Iehl with any questions: (507) 458-0032 or
Heidisaidhi@yahoo.com.  See you at the end of January with your snowpants on!
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  This summer was very busy for us with meals at Cameron Community Ministries – we served
5,300 people in August.  Our previous record number served in a month was last summer at 3,600,
so you can see the increase.  We had already served as many people through the end of this
September as we served all last year, with three more months to go!   Our estimates for numbers to
be served at holiday events needed to be upped because of this trend.  We expect up to 300 children
at our neighborhood Santa party and Christmas lunch.  We hand out a toy at the Santa party and a
practical household item at the Christmas lunch, so it will be very busy!
  I recall at your summer conference you voted to fund two AmeriCorps workers for us.  We are
waiting to see how the placement works out for our second worker, and I will keep you posted on
this.  In the next and following paragraph I'll introduce the person who began working with us at the
end of September.  She's a great asset to us already!
  Beverly Bauman is the new Rochester AmeriCorps employee working with Cameron Community

Ministries.  She graduated from Wells College, a private institution in Aurora, NY, in May, 2010, with a B.A. in Performing
Arts.  She eventually will pursue a career in the theater and film business.  Born and raised in Rochester, Beverly is very
excited to be working and helping this community in the city that she loves.  Beverly has numerous years of experience
working with children, from teaching swim lessons to being a summer camp counselor and a Lake Director, and is always
ready to have new experiences and face challenges that may come her way.
 Bev's work experience at Cameron Community Ministries will vary throughout her year here.  She is now learning all
about what Cameron offers and has spent time in our meal and clothing program in addition to her primary role as one of
the youth assistants in our afterschool program.  Bev is currently working with our fifth and sixth graders and they're
keeping her on her toes!  Cameron is fortunate to have Bev for the year, and grateful to the Baptist women throughout Iowa
and Minnesota for supporting us.  Thank you!

Cynthia Harper, Executive Director

World Leprosy Day
January 30, 2011

Increase awareness, encourage action
www.worldleprosydayusa.org

1-800-543-3135
cmiller@leprosy.org

 An initial contribution of $15,000 from One Great
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Haiti Relief funds has been sent
to IMA World Health, a longtime American Baptist
International Ministries (IM) partner, and Dr. Steve and
Nancy James, IM medical missionaries in Haiti.  The
funds will be used to purchase life-saving medical
supplies to slow the spread of cholera in Haiti, including
antibiotic bottles, oral rehydration salts, water
purification tablets, latex gloves for health care workers,
and antibacterial soap.
 Kristy Engel, IM missionary in the Dominican
Republic, has also made trips into Haiti with volunteers
to help those affected by this outbreak.  Kristy tries to live
by her saying, "Do what you can, with what you've got,
in the moment you're given", especially as she works
with people in dire desperation in Haiti’s tent cities and
rubble.
 Your prayers for our missionaries and for the people
of Haiti are much appreciated.  Donations to OGHS for
Haiti relief are also gratefully welcomed.

Love Gift Totals as of October 2010
YTD - $15,834.58

Last YTD - $18,060.16
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 An update on the Region Project
two years ago--it was also a
National Project that year and
before. "Break the Chains"
received approximately $110,000
nationwide. Year Three of the
disbursements included some
recipients that we are familiar with.
Bethel Neighborhood Center,
Kansas City, MO received $23,000
to deal with trafficking.  Deborah's
House in Tijuana, Mexico received
$21,700.  A note from the
Schellingers on this page tells
more about it.
 Last year's project, "School
Days", for our Special Interest

Missionary children reached our goal of
$4,000.  Praise God!

 I hope you are including all of your church family in
reaching our goal of $5,000 for this year's project for
Cameron Community Ministries.  See the update on page
six from Cynthia Harper, Executive Director.

 It is the time of the year to be
remembering our Special Interest
Missionaries with Christmas gifts. For
the International Missionaries and the
Schellingers who are on home
assignment, the gifts should be sent to
International Ministries c/o the
Treasurer, with your list of the
missionaries who should receive the gifts.
 You can send Christmas gifts and
cards directly to National Missionaries.

Please note that Jan Marie Lambert is no longer at the
Milwaukee Christian Center.
 Blessings to all of you who help our missionaries in
all ways possible. They need our help to remain on the
field to serve.
 Please remember to pray for them also.

Marlene Hess, Mission & Service

 Ray and I are well into our
year of combined ministries of
continuing the support and
construction of Deborah's
House in Tijuana and working
in the Philadelphia area.  Here
we serve as regional
missionaries helping to
coordinate work teams and
medical and microeconomic
training programs as part of
ABC's relief efforts for Haiti.
Last time I went to Tijuana, I
was able to reconnect with the
Board at Deborah's House and
the progress of the work there.
It was a real time of reunion
with the women and volunteers who are
either serving at the shelter now or who
have been through the program of recovery or served as
volunteers with us in the past.  A great week!
 Ray and I have been working with the American
Baptist Women's Ministries to obtain a grant for
establishing small businesses that are available for
women at risk.  Sadly, we have seen that single mothers
in Mexico, especially those who have been abused, are at
risk of prostitution, because of the culture they are living
in, the choices they have made, and the changes that
occurred after their decisions.  ABWM decided this year
to give the women at Deborah's House the grant, and I
was able to tell the women about this new resource of
Deborah's House.  It was a big boost to the morale of the
capable and intelligent leading women in the recovery
program who have been frustrated by their lack of
resources to help women in more real ways to start new
lives of independence and ability to support themselves
and their children.  This grant is a spark of life for the
women in the shelter as well as those who have left the
shelter and are struggling on their own.  It will open up
opportunities for them that haven't been available in the
past, but are so necessary for them to succeed in making
a new start.

Adalia Gutierrez-Schellinger

M-AB Women –  reserve July 8 and 9, 2011,
for Region Conference.

We will be back at Wartburg College, Waverly, IA.
Watch this space and

www.mid-abc.org
for updates and registration information

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

Adalia Gutierrez, second from left, with
Deborah’s House friends.
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 If you have considered going to Nicaragua on a
mission trip, now may be the time.  The team plans
to work with ABC missionaries Dr. David and Dr.
Laura Parajon in their health ministry among the very
poor in Nicaragua.
 Eugene Allen will serve as team leader from
February 18-27, 2011.  The cost will be
approximately $1,450.  Please contact Eugene
directly (e-mail: allenmn@aol.com) for more
information or to indicate your desire to participate.

 Through the annual Retired Ministers and
Missionaries Offering (RMMO), American Baptist
congregations say thank you in a tangible way to the
denomination’s retired ministers and missionaries or their
widowed spouses. The offering provides them with:
    * Emergency and other financial assistance, based on
financial need; and
    * “Thank You” checks, based on 15 or more years of
ABC service.
 In 2009, Robert and Ruby Taylor, along with more
than 3,000 other retired ministers and missionaries or
their widowed spouses, received a “Thank You” check
from the RMMO.  Ruby wrote:
 “You will never know how much this ‘Thank You’
was appreciated at this lean time in our finances.  My
husband and I have enjoyed 73 years of marriage and
thank God for His gift of life – and friends like you.”


