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 The Mid-American Baptist
Social Services Corporation
(MABSSCO) has sold their
assets in Minnesota to the
Clinicare Corporation.  Clini-
care is an agency based in
Wisconsin that runs residential
programs for at-risk youth
directed to them from the
criminal justice system, as well
as offering other mental health
programs.  They will be continuing the work
among young adults that MABSCCO has carried
out in Minnesota.
 In recent years, it had become increasingly
difficult for a small agency such as MABSSCO to
continue to offer services in light of these economic times.
State and county funds have been reduced for the type of
residential programs that we offered.  Also, the courts
were referring fewer persons to our type of programs
because of these funding cuts.  In light of these
circumstances, the MABSSCO board decided to seek a
larger organization that might be better equipped, because
of the economies of scale, to carry on the ministry to these
at-risk youth.  After talking with several possible

organizations, it was decided
that Clinicare Corporation best
met our vision.
 MABSSCO began in 1971
as a ministry of Mid-American
Baptist Churches in order to
meet the biblical call of scripture
to serve “the least of these”.  It
has served different
communities of the
disadvantaged over the years,

constantly changing with the times.  With this
latest change, the MABSSCO board has also
voted to disband the Corporation.
  However, this does not mean the end of the

MABSSCO name and ministry.  The MABSSCO board
has given Mid-American Baptist Churches the proceeds
from the sale of the MABSSCO properties.  These funds
have been designated by the MABSSCO board to set up
a special MABSSCO fund.  The earnings of this fund will
be used by the Region to give grants to local churches and
Region programs that focus on providing social services
in local communities.  More details and information on
how to apply for these funds will be developed and shared
during the first half of 2010.

NEW MABSSCO
FUND TO OFFER

GRANTS

SUPPORT OUR ONGOING
REGION MINISTRIES

During this season of giving, please consider
becoming a Partner in Region Ministries, and also
supporting our camping ministries at Dayton Oaks
and Forest Lake Camps.  There are continuing urgent
needs as we minister in these times of economic
downturn.

Thank You!
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER...
 By now most of us have heard
the story of Susan Boyle.  Earlier
this year, she appeared as a
contestant on “Britain’s Got
Talent” in the United
Kingdom.  When she
came on stage to
audition, she drew
snickers from the
audience because of her

initial demeanor and plain appearance.
However, then she started to sing and the
audience was captivated; they gave her a
standing ovation at the end of her performance.
She later said that she almost didn’t go to the
audition because she knew how she would be
received when she walked onto that stage.
 As we prepare to enter another Advent season, let us
remember that when Jesus was born people were
expecting that God would send an earthly king, arriving
in might and glory.  There must have been many who
knew about Jesus but doubted that anything good could
come from a humble manger birth in Bethlehem.

However, now we know that this quiet birth was the
largest, most life-changing event in the history of the
world.
 Today in the church, we often have people pointing
at us and doubting that anything good can come out of the
church.  We read reports all of the time that put a negative

spin on the church and tell the world that
we are dying.  Even a major news magazine
recently had a cover story on the death of
the church.
 So how are we going to respond?  We
have a choice as to whether we are going to
accept being placed in a certain box by
others, or rather go out into the world to
sing and show that we are transformed
people through the power of Christ.  In the
coming weeks, as we once again celebrate
the coming of Christ into the world, let us

make a commitment to share the Good News.  Let us not
present ourselves as a dying church.  Rather, let us be
renewed by Christ Himself, transformed and ready to
serve and change the world in His name.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

New pastors and spouses recently welcomed to the Region are pictured above.  Left to right are Chari and Michael Goldade
(Council Bluffs, IA), Marshall Peters (MABC Exec. Minister), Mario & Glenda Lopez (Marshalltown, IA), Deacon Troy
Smith, Dwight Seawood (Fellowship Missionary Baptist, Minneapolis, MN), Jessica Chadwick (Greater Des Moines -
Johnston, IA), Jerry and Tami Bertelson (Boone, IA), Shane Estes (Interim - Grinnell, IA), Lynn and JoAnn Hansen (Battle
Lake, MN), Dennis Hudson (Winona, MN) , Rob Leveridge (Iowa City, IA), and Soozi Ford (Associate Exec. Minister).

What do
you

expect?
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 The 2009 Region Youth Event took place the first weekend of November in Cedar Rapids, IA.  Pictured above left is
Jamie Brown, Worship Leader, along with some youth that painted their interpretation of what stands between us and seeing
hope.   The Remedy Drive concert is above, right.

Dear Friends,
 Dayton Oaks is currently struggling to make
our budget needs for 2009.  Church giving is down
from last year by thousands of dollars.  Individual
giving is also less than last year.  We are praying
that you accept the challenge we have for you.
Did you know that you can help Dayton Oaks by
just giving up one pop a week?  We are looking for
30 families in a church to donate $1 a week, just
$52 a year.  We know it doesn’t sound like much,
but when 30 families donate $52 a year that totals
$1560 in donations.  The total adds up quickly.
 And--if you have 50 churches doing this, the
total donation grows to $78,000.  That’s incredi-
ble!  We understand that smaller churches may
have trouble with 30 families, but even 10 families
can make a difference with $520 in donations.
 We ask that you prayerfully consider a gift to
Dayton Oaks.  During this time, it seems there are
many organizations to which you can donate.  We
pray that Dayton Oaks will be your choice.  All
financial gifts to Dayton Oaks are tax deductible
and can be mailed to Dayton Oaks Camp, 3717
Taylor Ave, Dayton, IA 50530.

In Christ,
Matt Siebert

Camp Director

 RYE provides fun and fellowship for participants.
Inflatable jousting is pictured above, and below is a photo
of bowling on Friday night.

Thanks to Jessica Chadwick for RYE photos.
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 At First Baptist
Church, Clinton,
IA, the Christian
Education board
held VBS for the
children the first
week in August.  We
started with a small
carnival of games
and food for the
families to kick it
off.  Our theme was
“Wildwood Forest”.
As many as 45 children participated. We held a contest to
see  which group of kids could raise more money for
Operation Christmas Child.   The girls collected $71.74
and the boys $58.05. A total of $129.79 was donated to
Operation Christmas Child.  On the Sunday morning
service following VBS, children and volunteers took over
our Sunday service.  We invited the families to be a part
of it.  We left all the decorations up for everyone to see.
It was the best time.

First Baptist Church, Knoxville, IA, invited the community to
join us in an intergenerational experience throughout the summer
months.  We called it Summer Bible Adventure.  It was for children,
youth and adults of all ages.  We held it on June 13, July 18 and
August 22; three Saturdays from 8:30 to 11:30, with an optional field
trip at the close.  Our theme was "Fruits of the Spirit".  We had music,
puppet skits, learning centers, Bible lessons, crafts and more.  Our
coordinator was Pastor Nancy Wheeler.  Our mission project was for
our local food pantry, "Helping Hands," and we raised a total of
$106.50 along with lots of non-perishable food items we collected
each time we met.  In June our optional trip was to the Neal Smith
Wildlife Refuge in Prairie City, Iowa; we ate our lunch there and then
went on a tour.  In July we went to Marion County Park, had a picnic
lunch, games and fellowship.  In August we shared our lunches in Fellowship Hall at
FBC and then traveled to Des Moines to IMAX to view Under the Sea.
 On Sunday, August 23, Summer Bible Adventure participants shared in our morning

worship by presenting the
children's story and special music;
learning centers, crafts, and
curriculum were on display.

 The Anamosa First Baptist Church Youth Group
kick-off began the evening of Wednesday, September 9
with 40 youth in attendance.  This is a remarkable rally
and we pray that this number of youth continue to attend.
Almost all these youth have never been churched before.
Their parents do not have any church affiliation so
worship is new to these kids.
 Sunday, September 20, we received 13 individuals as
new members to our congregation.  Of these 13 (3
families and 1 individual), we will baptize five.  Our
average worship attendance is now at 80. One family has
moved to another state, but we still continue to grow.
 Our church is hosting a Widows and Widowers group.
This much needed program is new to our community.

Sandy Bayne, Vice-Moderator

 Our sympathy goes to the family of George Hackett,
a saint and pillar of the Parker's Grove Baptist Church,
who passed away in September, 2009.  George was
named M-AB Men’s Layman of the Year in 2007 and his
love of the local and regional church continued to his
death.  He will be missed.

Photo, above - Summer Bible
Adventure opening in the
sanctuary
Photo, left -  Neil Smith
educational center in Prairie
City, where we enjoyed lunch
and the museum
Photo, right - Summer Bible
Adventure Crafts at FBC

TRY SOMETHING NEW
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 Pastor Ruth Yeaton of
First Baptist, Charles City,
IA, was surprised with a
potluck lunch and party
(complete with black
tablecloth and  black balloons)
for her 60th birthday in
August.  The youth compiled a
list of 60 adjectives and nouns
characteristic of their pastor,
and then one of them put it into
a program that made a picture
out of the words.

     Charles City, Iowa
had its annual Spook-
walk the evening of
October 26 and First
Baptist Church had
its 4th annual Hot Dog
Giveaway at the
event.  All 400 hot
dogs were given away
as well as about 300
cups of hot chocolate.
We started this event
as part of our community outreach missional church project.

 The Deacon Board of First Baptist, Clinton, IA,
treated the congregation to an afternoon at the Clinton
Lumberking’s Baseball stadium.  We were treated to
hot dogs, hamburgers, peanuts, and drinks.  Our
Chairman of the Deacon board, Dave Mohr, got to
throw one of the first pitches.  Two of our church
members were picked to do the dizzy bat contest.  It
was a great time of fellowship and we had a great time.

 First Baptist Church, Clinton, IA, took 13
junior and senior high school students to Green Lake
for a week of Quest Camp.  The theme was “ A
Lifetime with God 24-7”.  The youth were encouraged
to learn what it means to have a relationship with God
every hour of every day. There were sessions on
“Spending Time with God”, inspiring many of our
youth to read their Bibles more.  “Serving” gave the
campers opportunities to share good ideas of ways to
serve God, such as providing suitcases for foster
children.  “Repentance” was a life-changing
experience.  There was a bonfire with large crosses to
which the youth could tie white rags, starting fresh
and leaving their pasts at the cross.   Two of our youth
accepted Christ and most of the youth tied a ribbon.

Human Foosball

 Welcome to Alina Grace Bertelson,
born Nov. 7th at 10:16 a.m., Boone
County Hospital in Boone, IA.  She
weighted all of 7 lbs. 3 oz. (father
guessed it exactly!) and was 19.5 inches
long.  Happy and proud parents are
Tami and Jerry Bertleson (Jerry pas-
tors First Baptist, Boone, IA).

Community Baptist Church, Truman, Minnesota
celebrated their annual homecoming service on October 18th.
The 125th anniversary observation was especially meaningful
to and joyful for the congregation.  The church has painfully
and prayerfully struggled with issues of finances and the
future for many months, and in September voted over-
whelmingly to remain open as a vital and viable congregation.
 The day included a pot luck dinner, and opportunities to
look at bits and pieces of history through scrapbooks, a video,
photos and other memorabilia.  Some interesting bits of
information about pastors discovered through a history trivia
game about our church included: we have been served by a
pastor with a peg leg, a Japanese pastor, a pastor who left our
church to go to India as a missionary, and four women pastors
~ the first in 1914, and the current pastor, Penny Ritter, who
holds the record for the longest pastorate in Truman.

American Baptist stewardship information
is now available ~ go to www.abc-usa.org and click
on "resources."
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 Rev. Bill Englund, pastor of First Baptist Church of St. Paul,
expressed appreciation for the offering for Karen refugees which was
received at the M-ABC Annual Gathering in October, 2009.  Every
time a new Karen family arrives in the Twin Cities area, First Baptist
Church provides them with a "welcome basket".  Among other
things, the basket includes a rice cooker, an essential appliance for
Asian cooking.  The cost of these starter provisions is about $7,000
each year.  The church was completely out of money for these
baskets for the rest of the year when the Region check arrived.  The
offering enabled FBC to immediately order 15 more rice cookers that
will go to the next 15 families that arrive.  Many thanks to the
Mid-American Baptist Church family for this contribution to the
Karen refugee ministry.

 John D. Sundquist,
(pictured above) new
American Baptist Founda-
tion representative, brought
greetings at the MABC
Annual Gathering.  Sund-
quist was appointed in April
to work in this Region to
encourage estate planning.

 The 2009 Mid-American Baptist
Men’s award was presented by Leroy
Lippert (above, left) to Keith Wright,
Churdan (right).  Wright was recognized
at the Region Annual Gathering in
October for his contributions to the work
of M-AB Men.

Glynis LaBarre, Transformational Specialist
with National Ministries, ABC/USA

Photos of the 2009 M-ABC Annual Gathering were submitted by
Tom Wheeler and Barb Schwechel.  Many thanks!

October 2 & 3, 2009
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Dear Brethren,
 Greetings to you in the name of Christ.  Thank you very much for your loving
kindness and concerns for our Chin Baptist Church.  We’ve received the check for our
newly arriving families in the Des Moines area.  May God bless all of you who have
contributed to help our people. We`re also very glad to be a part of the ABC and
Mid-American Baptist Churches.  Thanks for your help to be a part of that.  We`re also
willing to work together with you for the Kingdom of God. But we still need your
assistance for growing both spiritually and physically.  May God bless you.

In Christ,
Pastor Ro Sang

The Chin Baptist Church in
Des Moines, M-ABC’s
newest congregation,
brought their choir to the
Annual Gathering to provide
special music.  An offering
for Chin refugees was
received during the Annual
Gathering.

 One of the business items at the Mid-American Baptist
Annual Gathering was a motion to change the Region
by-laws.  One of the approved changes created the position
of a secretary as an officer of the Region.  Pictured in the
foreground at right is Dale Thomas, FBC Keokuk, newly
elected Region Secretary.  At the podium in the
background is Jim Johnson, Calvary Baptist, Des Moines,
President-Elect for 2009-2010.
 A second change to the by-laws, also approved in the
business session, was a revision of the method by which
the number of church delegates are calculated.  This
revision provides more balance in the representation of
Region churches delegations.

∫∫ ∫
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First Baptist, Lorimor, IA, was blessed as we
recently held a baptismal service where six followed the
Lord in believer's baptism.  Three were youth from our
group and three were adults.  One of those baptized was
eighty-seven years old. (I believe he is the oldest person
I have baptized in forty-eight plus years of ministry.)

Pastor Orville Terry

 Members of First Baptist Church of Osage, IA, are
pictured, above, with their “gifts” to the local Food Bank.
Each month a special emphasis, organization, or person is
sponsored, and this was their June project.  Missions
committee is Mary Williams, Shirley Anderson, Joan
Brown, and Carolyn Tusler.

Pastor Paul Brown

 First Baptist
Church, Knoxville, IA,
recently celebrated
Homecoming Weekend.
The theme was "In the
Image of God--70 Years
of Ministry".   On Friday
night, Oct.16th, “Elvis”
was in the house – Allan
Robuck in gospel concert.  Saturday afternoon offered
tours of the parsonage and Helping Hands Food Pantry,

with Visual Memories in the
Fellowship Hall.  That evening
guests enjoyed an Old Fashioned
Singspiration and Chalk Art.
The special speaker Sunday
morning, Oct. 18th, was former
pastor, Rev. Frank Nelson, and
the choir, led by former choir
director and member Art Bryant,
was made up of all who had ever
sung in our choir. The service
was followed by a potluck lunch.
We had about 250 that attended
the various functions over the
weekend.

 The Mission and Evangelism Board from First
Baptist Church of Clinton, Iowa  held its first annual
Gala, “The Garden of Eden”.  This was an opportunity for
the M&E Board to raise funds to help others in the
community and so much more.  The Fellowship Hall was
transformed to look like the Garden of Eden and more
than 90 people attended.  There was food, fellowship,
raffles, and a silent action with seven baskets to represent
the seven days of creation.    We auctioned off people in
the church to help each other with lawn mowing,
maintenance, house keeping, and special activities such as
riding with a police officer.  The total raised was $5,400.
We are so excited to see what God has for us to do with
this money.  Our first project was to donate money to
“Love Packages”, sending Christian material all over the
world.  Our second project was to help children with their
school supplies.  This was so awesome and was so
appreciated by the people that received them.  We cannot
wait to get started on next year’s event!

Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:
Woodbury Baptist

In Iowa:
Atlantic, First Baptist

Camanche, First Baptist
Churdan, First Baptist
Clarinda, First Baptist

Ft. Dodge, First Baptist
Grinnell, First Baptist
Harlan, First Baptist

Lake City, First Baptist
Lockridge Baptist

Ottumwa, Bethany Baptist
Ottumwa, First Baptist

Jerry Bertelson was installed as pastor of First
Baptist,  Boone, IA, on August 16th.  Dr. Marshall Peters
preached at the service.

 On Sept 20th, Paul Peebler was installed as Renwick
Baptist’s new pastor.  The message was brought by Dr.
Marshall Peters.

Rob Leveridge, new pastor of First Baptist, Iowa
City, IA, was installed at a service November 8th, with
Dr. Marshall Peters preaching the sermon.

Pilgrim Baptist Church, St. Paul, MN, held a
groundbreaking service on October 4th for a new addition
to the church.  Dr. Marshall Peters brought greetings on
behalf of the Region.  Rev. Charles Gill is the pastor.
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 On behalf of the Forest Lake
Ministry Team, a big thank you
for all of your prayers and
support you have given the camp
and the Region staff.  It is indeed
remarkable how many have
come together in an effort to have
this ministry go forward.  We still
have a long way to go and if you
have not been involved there are
many more opportunities to be a
vital part of the Forest Lake experience.
 Some have wondered about coming to Forest Lake
and volunteering for work projects.  We may not have
always been ready for such commitments, but we are
now.  We have lots of work to do.  This fall we need to
take down dead trees and cut them up for  firewood.  This
may result in a serious fundraising opportunity.  If you
wish to participate, just let me know and if you could
bring your own chainsaws we can continue to clean things
up as well as make a little money for the camp in the
process.  We will also have lots of leaves to dispose of, a
great chance for a big bonfire-type wiener roast.  We have
bridges to build, housekeeping activities, winterization of
cabins, sprucing up the beach, and all kinds of fun group-
type activities for all ages.  “God’s people at work in His
great outdoors preparing for good things to come” is truly
our focus and your opportunity.
 For the past couple of months, we have been running
the camp with all volunteers and plan to continue to do so
until we have a caretaker in place. Amazing!  Even
Waldo, the camp dog, is helping.
 As a result we have made significant headway in
lowering our operating expenses and getting caught up on
some of our bills. However, we continue the arduous task
of retiring our indebtedness.  We presently owe
$134,358.32 and are determined not to add to it.  Our
policy of paying as we go has taken hold and we are
committed to make this ministry totally debt free.  We

have faith that the sale of an unused
40 acres of the camp property will
greatly diminish our indebtedness
and make our financial goals
realistic.  Camp improvement
projects will require significant
volunteer efforts as well as special
fund raising above and beyond
what is already identified as debt
retirement monies.
 It also will be extremely helpful

if your church fellowship will add a line item to your
budget for Forest Lake and then let us know your
projected giving so that we can use that information in
preparing our budget for next year.  If you would like
someone from the Forest Lake Ministry Team to come to
your church for a meeting or to share information, please
contact us.  We are eager to visit, worship with you and
tell our story.
 We are hoping to find a Caretaker soon for our camp
and are in the process of accepting applications and
arranging interviews. The only compensation for this
position is to live in the house at Forest Lake, including
utilities, rent free.  In exchange the caretaker will provide
security and maintenance for the camp and assist with
camp users. We are hoping to fill this position by the first
of the new year.
 We are also beginning our search for a Summer
Camp Coordinator.  This is a paid position and will
require a person to provide the necessary planning and
leadership for the creation and the implementation of our
Mid-American Baptist summer camping program.  It is
expected the summer camp coordinator will live on site
during our summer camping programs.  See the box
below for more information about applying for this
position.

Donald R. Bramschreiber
Chairperson, Forest Lake Ministry Team

Forest Lake Camp and Conference Center is seeking a person with a heart for camping to organize and oversee
summer camping programs at Forest Lake. The position requires part time work offsite during January - May
and part of August, as well as full time residency at the camp from June 1 through the first week of August.

This is a salaried position.  Send applications to:

Forest Lake Ministry Team
Mid-American Baptist Churches

2400 NW 86th St., Suite 15
Des Moines, IA  50322

The deadline for receiving applications is December 11, 2009
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Love Gift Totals as of October 2009
YTD - $18,060.16

Last YTD - $19,663.56

 Our daughter’s boys are 4 and almost 3 and
we have begun to notice that when asked to do
something they often respond, “in a minute”.
Wonder where they learned that?  As parents,
grandparents, and teachers we often stall for a bit
when someone requests our time or assistance. “Just give
me one more minute”, we might say. “I’ll be right with
you” or “What was that again?”
 Does this have a spiritual application?  When we
sense God’s tug on our hearts and minds do we drop
everything and give an unequivocal “Yes, Lord” or do we
have something important we need to finish first?
 In the season of Advent we often read of the angelic
visitations to Zechariah and Mary.  It seems to me that
Zechariah’s response is in the “in a minute” category.
Remember Zachariah’s responses? “How can I be sure of
this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”
If an angel brings us a message that probably isn’t a good
time to raise the counter arguments.
 Gabriel comes to Mary with startling news and a
hard-to-imagine request. Mary doesn’t put forth her own
agenda. She doesn’t object or give excuses. Mary listens
and in faith replies, “I am the Lord’s servant, may it be to
me as you have said.”
 Years ago the motto of our Guild Girls group was,
“I’d love to”.  In this sacred season, move toward saying,
“I’d love to” when asked to use your gifts for the glory of
the Kingdom. That will bring joy to you and to those you
serve.
 If you would like ideas about how to serve our region
contact me or another of the Region officers.

Ruth Yeaton, Personal Development

 Our ABWM Region project for 2009-
2010 is “School Days” for our Special Interest
Missionary children.  A good education is a tool
that prepares students for future service.  It will
assure that missionary kids have a good

education, so that when they return to the U.S. for
university schooling, they are well prepared.  High school
children usually have to attend boarding school far from
their parents.  We have six children that we want to help
support their education this year.  On the average it costs
$5200.00 per child to cover tuition, books and boarding
school.  Any assistance for our special Interest
Missionary children will be greatly appreciated by our
missionaries.
 How often do you remember in your prayers the
children that live in a foreign culture and attend school
perhaps several thousand miles from their families?
 Our goal is $4000.00. Let's go over this goal to
show our Special Interest Missionaries that we care about
the whole family.  Gifts for the Project should be sent to
Donna Liscum, Region Treasurer, before July 1, 2010.

Marlene Hess
Region Mission and Service Coordinator

 In 2009, Judson Press celebrates its 185th year of Christian publishing. The centerpiece of this anniversary celebration
is the “Friends of Judson” campaign that seeks to raise $185,000 for an ongoing program that will provide the gift of a
Baptist personal resource library to graduating American Baptist seminarians. “As our ministry partners support ‘Friends
of Judson’ with spirits of Christian generosity, Judson Press can enhance its efforts to provide Christ-centered resources for
leaders working to transform our churches and communities,” explains Laura Alden, publisher.
¨ Contribute $18 and receive a “Friends of Judson” pen as well as a “Friend” listing on the Judson Press website.
¨ Contribute $85 and receive the pen and listing, plus a one-year subscription to The Secret Place, Judson’s daily

devotional publication.
¨ Contribute $185 and receive a two-year subscription to The Secret Place, along with its accompanying journal, and

10% off all online orders for a year in addition to a pen and website listing.
¨ Contribute $1,850 and receive all of the above—plus a free copy of each of Judson’s 2009 releases.

 To become a Friend of Judson, contributors can visit www.FriendsofJudson.org, or call Judson Press at 800-458-3766.
In addition to launching “Friends of Judson,” Judson Press is celebrating this 185th anniversary with a $185 book collection
of Baptist essentials (valued at $225).  The collection can be ordered on Judson’s website at www.judsonpress.com, or by
calling 800-458-3766.  For more information about the “Friends of Judson” program, Judson Press’ history, or its vision for
the future, contact Publisher Laura Alden, Editor Rebecca Irwin-Diehl or Marketing Director Kim Shimer at 800-458-3766.
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The 2010-2011 American
Baptist Directory

& Planning Calendar
is now available on the web!

Go to www.abc-usa.org and click on the link
to download and print.

I want to support our Region’s ministry and be a:
Associate of Region Ministry (Gift up to $100)
Friend of Region Ministry (Gift of $100 - $249)
Sustaining Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $250 - $499)
Renewing Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $500 - $999)
Transforming Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $1,000 - $4,999)
Visionary Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $5,000 or more)

Amount Enclosed $_____________
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
Phone: __________________________________
Email: __________________________________
     Please do not add my email address to the Region email list
     Please contact me about Planned Giving and/or Estate Planning
     Please keep my gift confidential

r
r
r
r
r
r

r
r
r

 Join us in Orlando for
“Together in the Lord”, January
4-7, 2010, a Ministry Renewal
Conference presented by
ABC/USA and the Ministers
Council.  Registration will be
closing soon, so don’t forget to
sign-up and plan on attending this
fulfilling event!

 Worship led by Brad Berglund will refresh your soul.
 World Class speakers led by Shane Claiborne and

Miroslav Volf will stimulate your minds and hearts.
 An outstanding line-up of workshop leaders will inform

and revitalize your ministry.
 The company of colleagues will allow for networking and

growing your direct community.
 The change of pace and the Orlando setting will rest and

renew your body following the excitement and intensity of
Advent and Christmas.
 Disney prices are at their lowest during this season.

 Register now for Together in the Lord, at
www.ministerscouncil.org/Together%20in%20the%20Lord/TI
TLinfopage.aspx.
 You may qualify for a $300.00 scholarship through National
Ministries that will help offset the cost. For more information,
go to www.nationalministries.org/education/financial_aid/
ministerial_info.cfm and click the link for "Cultivating New
Life Grant Application", then follow the instructions given there.
 I look forward to seeing you in Orlando.

Joe Kutter
Acting Executive Director

American Baptist Ministers Council

 Youth at First Baptist Church, Knoxville, are
sponsoring a "Penny Project"  for children in
poverty.  They are joining American Baptist
Churches across the country who are working
together to raise 14 million pennies.  This number
represents the 14 million children living in poverty
in the United States and Puerto Rico.  They will be
collecting pennies (and other coins) from now
through November.

 Our youth invited the community
to stop by the church during office hours
to put pennies in the jar or to worship with
us on Sunday mornings.  We wrote  about
Abraham Lincoln and the history of his
picture on the penny.  We encouraged the
readers of the article to "Share the Wealth
of Hope" one penny at a time.  Everyone
is saving their pocket change, and we're
making a difference!



The Communicator

12

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St., Suite 15
Des Moines, IA 50322-4380

THE COMMUNICATOR
June Peters, Editor

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St, Suite 15

Des Moines IA 50322-4380
515-278-1411 FAX 278-5865

office@mid-abc.org
www.mid-abc.org

We encourage you to use this master copy of The
Communicator to duplicate and distribute to your

congregation.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
DES MOINES, IOWA
PERMIT NO. 2599

The COMMUNICATOR

 Over 300 people attended the Groundbreaking Celebration
in Shawnee, KS, on September 11, 2009, for the new Baugh-
Marshall Chapel on the campus of Central Baptist Theological
Seminary.  The seminary marked the first time in over 50 years
that it has celebrated a groundbreaking for a new building.
 The day began with Fall Convocation, the official start to the
fall semester.  Following a powerful message by the Rev. Dr.
Mary Armacost Hulst, President of the American Baptist
Churches, USA,  the crowd moved outside for the
groundbreaking ceremony.  Guests heard from Phil Love, Chair
of Central’s Board, and Central President Molly T. Marshall.
Babs Baugh of the Baugh Family Foundation shared the Baugh
Foundation’s rationale for their $2 million gift for the Chapel.
Wallace Smith, pastor of the Journey Community Church,
voiced appreciation for the new home the chapel will provide his
congregation, a newly formed church housed by the seminary
and supported by the ABC of the Central Region.  Congressman
Emanuel Cleaver thanked President Marshall and Central for the
school’s commitment to reaching out to all parts of the KC
Metro area, and Alvin Brooks, former Mayor Pro Tem of
Kansas City, concluded the ceremony as its featured speaker.
 The Seminary’s Cultivating Excellence Capital Campaign
has received almost $6.5 million in gifts and pledges.  New
construction is just one of the many ways that Central is moving
toward a hopeful future.

Artist’s rendition of the proposed chapel.


