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Making Disciples: The New Normal was
hosted by First Baptist Church of Indianola, IA, and
First Baptist Church of Clarks Grove, MN, the first
weekend of October.  Special guests included Jeff
Johnson, ABC Director of Evangelism Ministries
(pictured at right, signing his book), and Dan
Buttry, Global Consultant for Conflict
Transformation (pictured below right).  In addition
to their presentations, both Buttry and Johnson
interacted with those in attendance, signed their recently
published books, and spoke in local churches on Sunday
morning.

Nine youth and four adults gathered October 14-16 at First Baptist Church, Ames, IA, to form
a learning community, iLead.  Launching  a new discipleship and leadership training opportunity
for exceptional high school students, the kickoff weekend was filled with fun and interactive
explorations of the Biblical narrative from Genesis to Revelation.  Check out iLead of Mid-ABC
on Facebook.

On November 4-6, 215 youth and youth leaders from Mid-American Baptist Churches met
together for the Region Youth Event (RYE).  With worship leaders Daniel Bailey and Jordan
Berry, speaker Greg Speck, and the improv comedy group Fishsticks, region youth were
challenged to be GameChangers for Jesus.  They also had a great
time bowling, meeting new Christian friends, and showing off
their dance moves before each session.
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Recently, I was attending a
meeting of one of the various
Boards on which I serve.  An
outside consultant had come in and
was giving a powerpoint
presentation from a business
perspective on what the future holds
for us.  During his presentation there
was one particular slide that jumped
out at me as an idea that really

speaks to our lives as a region, as congregations, and as
individuals who seek to follow Christ.  Speaking from a
business perspective, he simply stated, “Fall in love with
your marketplace, not your current products.”  His point
was that a successful business always focuses on the
customer, with the implication being that if you lose this
focus and stay with a product that no longer meets the
needs of the consumer - you will fail.

To translate this into our Christian setting, we need to
love those whom we serve instead of our current programs,
structures, and properties.  I’m sure that all of would agree
that this is our goal.  However, all too often our words and
actions point towards a deep commitment to retaining our
particular pet programs, maintaining our traditions, or
preserving our properties.  These things are not bad,  in and
of themselves. But when we allow these things to become

the focus of our attention and love, we have then lost sight
of the mission that Christ has set before us.

The question we must begin to ask ourselves is
whether our actions are being guided by love and meeting
the needs of those whom we serve.  Or have we drifted and
begun to shift our love to those things that were initially
created in order to be tools of ministry – not the focus of
ministry?  One way to gauge this is to pay close attention
to what takes up the bulk of our time.  If our church council
spends most of its time talking about upkeep of property,
what does that say about the focus of our love?  If our

budgets show that our funds are not being
used in outreach, then what does that say to
us?

Finally, what is the focus of our love
personally?  When we look in our
checkbooks (or at our online banking
statement), what does that tell us about our
love?  In my experience, it is often easier to
raise donations for a property issue than for
a ministry outreach program.  It is often

easier to recruit individuals for a workday at our own
property than to go out and serve others.  We need to
change our mindsets and once again focus our love and
attention on those whom Christ came to save – those who
are living right outside of our doors.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

.

Did you know . . . .?
� The Ministers’ Council is the national professional

organization for clergy in the American Baptist
Churches, USA.

� There are regional organizations of Ministers’
Council, including one in the Mid-American Region.

� The Ministers’ Council:
� cooperates with other denominational bodies of

ABC/USA.
� promotes and adheres to ethical standards for

the vocation of ministry.
� supports the well-being of clergy.
� funds Together in Ministry groups for local

ABC clergy to gather each month for
fellowship and support.

� In the Mid-ABC Region, the Ministers’ Council
sponsors a theological conference each year.  Save
the date for the next conference on April 16-18, 2012.
� The Ministers’ Council of Mid-ABC offers a Pastor-

to-Pastor program for pastors seeking support and
counsel for ministry issues.  Contact President Ruth
Yeaton for more information.
� You can join the national Ministers’ Council

facebook group.
� You can “like” Ministers’ Council of Mid-ABC on

Facebook.

The Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board has
recently released two resources that will be helpful to
church treasurers and finance leaders, especially in
preparation for 2012 budget decisions.  Go to these links:
� 2012 MMBB Guide for Church-Related Employers

http://mmbb.org/docs/employer-guide-2012.pdf 2011
� Federal Reporting Guide for Churches

http://mmbb.org/docs/fed-rep-req-2011.pdf

The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering

RMMO

remember with LOVE
give with GRATITUDE

Where’s your focus?
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Rev. Jerry Bertelson, pastor at First Baptist Church of
Boone, is organizing a 12-day trip to the Holy Land that
will leave from Des Moines Airport on March 7, 2012.
Educational Opportunities Tours Inc. will host the trip –
the tour is called “Holy Land Journey Through The
Bible.”  The price of the trip is approximately $3,500 and
includes airfare, hotel, food (breakfast and supper), tour
guide, admission into tour sites, and transportation on a
deluxe motorcoach bus.  If you are interested in going
please contact Jerry at 515-432-5981 or
jerry@fbcboone.org.  For more information please check
out the Educational Opportunities Tours website at
www.eo.travelwithus.com/find_trip/detail.aspx?id=1746
or contact Jerry directly.  Registration deadline is
November 30.

First Baptist Church of Ames, IA,
invites college students from other region
churches to join them in a spring break
mission trip to Nicaragua.  The dates are
Saturday through Sunday, March 10-18,
2012.  This period is spring break for Iowa State, Iowa,
Northern Iowa, Minnesota, and other universities.  The
team will work with the AMOS medical ministry led by
ABC missionaries Drs. David and Laura Parajon,
building a clinic in a remote village.  We will spend a
night in the capital city of Managua before and after our
time working in the village.

This trip is primarily designed for students, but others
are welcome. Cost is $500 + air fare to Managua, or
around $1400 total.  A $250 deposit will reserve a place
on the trip.  For more information or to register for the
trip, contact Dave Russell at First Baptist Church of Ames
(dave@fbcames.org).

The launch of the Missional Church Learning
Experience (MCLE) has been postponed until Saturday,
March 3, 2012.  MCLE is a year-long learning process to
help churches prepare for coming change, learn principles
for effective community mission involvement, and to
practice those principles by designing and implementing a
small plan for community involvement.  MCLE is
designed to assist the 21st century church in identifying its
own neighborhood and community as its primary mission
field. The process will consist of three face-to-face
sessions, supplemented by conference calls and other
electronic communication.  If your church is interested in
being part of this experience, or if you would like further
information, call Marshall Peters or Soozi Ford at the
Region Office, 515-278-1411.

¨Are you between the ages of 19-29?
¨Do you have what it takes to be immersed in the

Haitian culture?
¨Can you give 30+ intense days to explore your

relationship with God?
¨Are you ready to IGNITE your life with a passion

for God’s people?
¨Can you walk the talk, serving the Haitian

community?

If you’ve checked off all the boxes, then apply now at
www.ignitemissiononline.org .

Powerful preaching, insightful teaching, spiritual
development, practical workshops, rest and relaxation.

All that and much more await you at

a ministry renewal conference.

Monday, January 23 through Thursday 26, 2012
Double Tree Resort, Orlando FL

Are you overwhelmed
by the pace of our changing world?
Are you ready to journey from....

Depending on what is known ► discovering what
God is up to?

Fearing the future ► trusting the Spirit?
Feeling unprepared ► finding new ways to live in hope?

Then this conference is for you!
Register Today! Visit www.a-new-land.com

for registration information and updates.

6    Attention, Clergy! 6

Volunteers willing to assist in flood cleanup near
Hamburg, IA, are needed.  For information,

contact Kelley Randolf, 712-579-6101
or kclmt1@yahoo.com .
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The LA Mission Group of First Baptist Church of
Boone, Iowa, traveled to Los Angeles in July.  They served
for a week in a homeless shelter helping to prepare and
distribute meals during the trip.
  Members of the group are pictured below: Lauri Bouk,
Pastor Jerry Bertelson, Danielle Mitchell and Jeannie
Johnson (front row).  Behind in the second row are Cody
Miller, Josh Bouk, Dan Bouk, and Britney Bouk.

“Life Changing” are the words I
would use to describe this mission
trip. When we went to our first
Batey (village) it was a real eye
opener. You see the commercials
where you can donate money to a
child and shows where they live but
you think “It’s a commercial; they
just exaggerate it,” but going there
made me realize they don’t even
show you the worst part of it or tell
you what they do or don’t have.

There was one kid in particular
that hit me the most.  His name is

Heffi and I really got to know him and become really good
friends with him. While I was playing catch with him he
told me he would come right back.  I  assumed he was going
to the bathroom or something. But instead he came back
with three mangoes that he had obviously just washed (his
shirt was drenched in water) and told me and two other
youth that they were for us to eat. It amazed me that
someone with so little was so willing to give up something
for us.

The saddest part for many of us was leaving.  At each
Batey many of us created a friendship with a child.  We
hated saying goodbye because we knew we probably would
not see them again but we knew they would remember us as
we would remember them. Coming home made me realize
how much we overuse simple things like ice, bathrooms,
and water in general.  If everyone took a mission trip to a
place like this I feel like everyone’s eyes would be a little
more open.                                                       Braydon Kirstein

In late August, four members of FBC of Greater Des
Moines and two from Indianola, plus a friend from
Wisconsin, headed off to Deborah’s House. We were
concerned that our team was small until we learned that the
Schellinger family would be staying at the shelter, also.
Eleven at the shelter is perfect. All our efforts to increase
the size of our team and the road blocks we experienced
were not failure but were evidence of God at work. The
team had just the skills needed to be effective in the tasks
before them. Being called to help meet a deadline of
completing the order for computer and iPad bags facing the
staff of the sewing project were just what some of the
women in our group needed. The ability to plan and build
a staircase and create a cabinet fit the skills of others. As
problems or glitches presented, the team was able to work
through them together. Framing each day with a time of
Bible study and reflection gave us a sense of oneness and
sensitized us to hear and see God in this place. Insights and
reflections abounded when a quiet time together gave
opportunity to hear and see on a deeper level.

We saw God at work in the community through the
security and safe feeling in the faces and actions of the
women sheltered at Deborah's House. We saw God in the
ministry of Ray and Adalia and in the way the team was
able to blend into the process of sheltering kids and women
who needed to know a little attention and care. The caring
and concern displayed by the staff of Deborah's House was
great and inspiring.                                            Jan Grogan

Seven youth and five adults from First Baptist Church of
Greater Des Moines journeyed to La Romana in August to
work with the missionaries at the Maranatha Church.

M-ABC team on the new staircase at Deborah’s House.
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In 2011, Dayton Oaks
Camp ministered to 291
campers, the most we’ve had
since we started here in 2007,
though slightly shy of our
goal of 300.  Camp on the
Rock filled every bed in the
cabins, lodge, and retreat
house with campers and

staff. Horse camp more than doubled in size from 2010.
Summer was great, and we look forward to 2012!

A new cabin is being built at Dayton Oaks.  So far the
footings are complete and we pray the cabin roof will be
finished before the snow accumulates.  Work will be done
on the cabin during the fall and winter.  This project is
called the 12x12 Project. The idea is $12 a month for 12
months.  Donations are still needed and should be mailed
directly to Dayton Oaks.  You can contact Ted Munson or
check out Facebook for more information.

It is such a blessing to serve here at Dayton Oaks.  We
could not continue this ministry without the help of all of
you. With gratitude,
we would like to thank
all the volunteers,
donors and staff for a
great 2011 and look
forward to reaching
more people for Christ
in 2012.

In Christ,
Matt & Dani Siebert

About 130 supporters from Mid-American Baptist Churches
gathered at Forest Lake Camp and Conference Center
Saturday, October 22, to be thanked for their continued support
over the past five years since the fire which destroyed the
Camp’s dining room and adult lodging.  The day was
proclaimed a “Day Of Celebration” where participants were

treated to guided tours of the
campus, a free lunch, and a
spirited worship and celebration
service.  Supporting churches
donated different elements of the
lunch and the camp provided
shredded pork sandwiches.

During the service, the theme,
“God In The Wilderness,” was

unveiled for the 2012
summer camping program.
Curriculum for the camps
will be built around how
God is with us in times of
great difficulties and how
youth and children can
cope with such stressful
times.  A 15x3 foot banner

of the theme hung on the wall and was contributed by the
Cambria Baptist Church.

The day was hosted by the Ministry Team of Forest Lake
Camp, Mr. Donald Bramschreiber, chairman.

For 7th grade through 12th grade
students at Forest Lake, camp was
once again very Sick and very
Twisted!  Camp Coordinator Faith
Leatherman once again brought new
and crazy ideas and games to camp.
Over 50 kids got the "opportunity" to
win challenges by eating baby food,
swimming through jello, having
"Spigot Time" and taking pies in the

face.  Camp staff got into it too as
campers made birthday cakes on their
leaders' faces, smashed pies in my face
and Faith's, and even shaved a cabin
leader's head.  It's always Sick and
Twisted around here.  But in the midst of all the craziness,
we also worshiped together, heard testimonies at
campfire, and learned about the supernatural world
around us and how to put on the armor of God.  Seven
campers put their faith in Christ for the first time and
many more renewed their passion for following Jesus.
We hope to see many more Sick and Twisted campers
next year.                                             Rev. Regan Stoops

Sick & Twisted Camp Pastor

A grassfire
spread to Dayton

Oaks Camp in
October, burning
down several of
the tents in the

hogan area of the
camp.  No one
was harmed.
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The congregation of First
Baptist Church of Iowa City,
IA, held a service of ordination by
the local church and installation as
pastor for Dorothy Whiston,
D.Min., on Sunday, November
13, 2011,  followed by a reception.
The message was delivered by
Executive Minister Marshall
Peters.

Rev. Susan Metcalf has concluded her ministry at
Grinnell, IA, and is now serving as pastor of the Judson
American Baptist Church in Bella Vista, Arkansas.

First Baptist Church of Grinnell, IA, welcomed
Rev. Linda Bargeon as their interim pastor on Sunday,
October 16.

A memorial service was held on Saturday, October  8,
in Mount Pleasant, IA, for Rev. Lester Smith, who
served churches in Alta, Cherokee, Hillsboro, Bonaparte,
Rome, Lockridge and Danville, IA, from 1949 until 1984.

A private graveside service was held on October 10
for Rev. George Pettigrew, retired pastor of First Baptist
Church of Eagle Grove, IA.  Rev. Pettigrew died on
September 28 in Indiana following a season of declining
health.  He served together with his wife, Pastor Fran
Pettigrew, who remains as pastor in Eagle Grove.

A celebration of life for Pastor Paul Peebler was held
on Friday, October 14 at First Baptist Church of Boone,
IA.  Pastor Peebler served a number of ABC churches in
central Iowa including Mineral Ridge, Burnside, Eagle
Grove, Sac City, and Renwick.

We express our sympathy to Vicki Shepherd, who
provides cleaning services to the Region Office, on the
death of her father, John, who passed away in October.
John's wife (Vicki's mother), Darlene, served as support
staff in the Region Office for many years.

First Baptist Church of Churdan, IA, has called
Bobby Palmer to be their pastor.  His installation service
will be held Dec. 4, 2011, with Rev. Soozi Ford bringing
the message.

The First Baptist Church
of Greater Des Moines, IA,
celebrated their 160th
anniversary on September 12,
2011.  Dr. Roy A. Medley,
General Secretary of American
Baptist Churches, USA, was the
guest speaker.

This summer, after First Baptist Church of Iowa
Falls, IA, learned of local food pantry needs, we decided
to try to collect 5,500 items - about one food item for
every person in Iowa Falls - by Thanksgiving. The church
used creative ways to get the community involved in the
project, such as challenging a neighbor church to a
softball game where players could “bribe” the umpire
with food items.

A special campaign was held at HyVee, where
greeters explained the campaign and collected donations
while musicians performed for the store customers.
Other events included a Food Walk, encouraging people
to walk a mile and contribute food items.  There was also
a special event downtown encouraging the kids that were
trick or treating to the local businesses to also bring food
items; thus participation was from all age groups.

By the first Sunday of November, we had collected
5,640 items and we will continue on to the original target
date of Thanksgiving to see the final tally.  The drive has
been a very positive experience, and rewarding not only
to the community but in helping us as a congregation
grow closer to each other in opportunities of service,
fellowship, and worship.

Pastor David Schwechel

First Baptist Church of Ames, IA, hosted their
annual Fall Renewal Weekend October 29-30, 2011.
J. Brent Walker, a member of the Supreme Court Bar and
an ordained minister who serves as Executive Director of
the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty, was
the featured speaker for the event.

We celebrate with the Chin community in Waterloo
who began a worship ministry on August 21st. First
Baptist Church of Waterloo, IA, has graciously offered
their church facilities for the 2:00 p.m. Sunday services.

Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:\

Mapleton, United Church
West St. Paul, Oakdale Community Church

In Iowa:
Council Bluffs, Walnut Grove Baptist

Fredericksburg, First Baptist
Glenwood, First Baptist

Storm Lake, First Baptist
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Nancy J. Wheeler, member of FBC Indianola, IA and
retired pastor who previously served FBC Knoxville, IA,
has written a book entitled Reflections.  The 53-page
devotional includes poetry that Nancy has written over the
past 48 years and her favorite scripture verses.  The book
was inspired by her reflections
on the sermons of Rev. Homer
Ford, pastor of FBC,
Indianola.  It is Nancy’s hope
that those who read this book
will be drawn closer to God,
and also share in a unique way
of helping contribute to the

M-ABWM Region Project for Deborah’s House, Tijuana,
Mexico.

The cost of this book is $10 and Nancy will donate
50% of each sale to the Region Project.  You may order the
book by phone, 515-360-3457, or by mail, 316 S. Spruce

Street, Indianola, IA 50125.
Please make your check payable
to Nancy J. Wheeler and include
your name, address, and phone
number with your payment.
Postage to mail it to you is an
extra cost of $2.

Thirteen churches have given $2,039.50 toward
our $5000 goal for the Sewing Project

for Deborah’s House in Tijuana, Mexico.

I think I saw more
harvesting than ever before
as I traveled around the
region to share with ladies

about Africa.  My first time at Metanoia Retreat, in a
beautiful Christian conference center  near Newton, IA,
gave me time to reflect on what it means to “Be
Shapeable” for His kingdom.  Now I am involved in the
Virtual Mission Encounter.  Yea, for great opportunities to
learn and share!

Our board continues to work hard and plans have been
made for Ray Schellinger to share at our Spring Rallies
about the progress at Deborah’s House in Tijuana,
Mexico.  Those dates are April 13, 14 and 20, 21,
2012.  Please spend time in fund raising efforts so
we can send $5000 for their sewing needs (our
project).

Some helpful information is available from the
ABWMinistries fall e-newsletter, which you can
obtain by contacting  info@abwministries.org .  A memoir
called “A Long Journey Back Home: A Powerful Spiritual
Journey,” written by Esther Byu from Burma, would make
a good program for your meetings.  Another good program
resource is listening to a podcast, “In Their Shoes: Women
Walking with Women Worldwide.”  Episode 24’s topic,
“Immigration and Women” is very timely.

Human Trafficking Awareness Day is January 11.  For
resources go to www.abwbreakthechains.org .  Interested

groups in Washington state are working on awareness with
different groups like the American Massage Therapy
Association.  They are also drafting a Code of Conduct
and sharing that with small and middle sized businesses.
Has your group done any awareness action?  Our “Break
the Chains, Stop the Pain” national project is another way
we can help women in crisis situations.

Out of 35 states/regions, Mid-America is number
seven in our giving toward Love Gift offering.  All ABC
organizations benefit from this offering.   The Women and
Girls Fund needs $25,000 by the end of February for a new
life-changing ministry that will assist female ex-cons
reentering society.  Covenant Baptist Church in Wickliffe,
Ohio, is heading this ministry.

Make sure you start planning for our AB Women’s
Ministry conference June 22 and 23, 2012, at Wartburg

College in Waverly, Iowa.  Dianne Souder and
Rev. Dr. Barbara Reid are working hard on
planning for this event.  The national conference
will take place in Nashville, Tennessee July 21-
27, 2012.  If you can’t attend, how about helping
pay the way for a woman who can?

Read more about what I have shared in the
November Leader’s Reader at our wonderful website
www.abwministries.org .
 Thanks, ladies, for all you do to make your White
Cross requests and to stay informed on how our
organization is making a difference in the lives of women
and girls.

Love, Joy, and Peace,
Marcia Street

M-ABWomen’s Ministry President

Love Gift Totals as of October 2011
YTD - $12,457.29

Last YTD - $16,834.58
# of participating churches YTD - 46

# of participating churches in 2010 - 63

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

Save the Date!

April 25-26, 2012
Dayton Oaks Camp



The Communicator

8

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St., Suite 15
Des Moines, IA 50322-4380

THE COMMUNICATOR
June Peters, Editor

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St, Suite 15

Des Moines IA 50322-4380
515-278-1411 FAX 278-5865

office@mid-abc.org
www.mid-abc.org

We encourage you to use this master copy of The
Communicator to duplicate and distribute to your

congregation.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
DES MOINES,  IOWA
PERMIT NO. 2599

The COMMUNICATOR

Return Address Requested

SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST

     The Religious Liberty Council of the Baptist Joint
Committee announces its 7th annual Religious Liberty
Essay Scholarship Contest, open to all high school students
in the graduating classes of 2012 and 2013. The scholarship
contest offers a grand prize of $1,000 and airfare and
lodging for two to Washington, D.C. Second prize is $500,
and third prize is $100.
    To enter the contest, students must write an essay
addressing the topic of the effect of religious beliefs and
affiliations of presidential candidates on their campaigns.

Students must use and cite sources in their essays, such
as the U.S. Constitution and news articles. Essays must be
between 800-1,200 words, and they must be mailed --
along with registration forms -- and postmarked by March
15, 2012, to be eligible.  Complete rules and contest entry
forms are available at www.BJConline.org/contest .

National American Baptist
Youth Gathering
July 24-28, 2012

Join other youth from across the nation
for a week-long gathering that is

Spiritual . . . Missional . . . Reflective . . .
Connective . . . Experiential . . . And Fun!

http://www.abhms-immerse2012.org

New Pastors’ Day was held at the Region office in
September.  Pictured LtoR: Marshall Peters, Dorothy
Whiston, FBC Iowa City, IA, Jeff and Jennifer Harris,
FBC Cherokee, IA, and Soozi Ford.


