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Rev. Dan Buttry, ABC Global Consultant, works
through International Ministries in the areas of conflict
transformation, peace. and reconciliation ministries.
"Conflict in the Holy Spirit" will be the topic of his
workshop.  We will be looking at a conflict in the early
church to learn ways of transforming our conflicts from
negative destructive experiences to positive constructive
experiences.  We will explore the impact of globalization
as it touches our local communities, and how we can deal
with the conflicts that result in a way that opens us up to
renewed mission at  home and around the world.

Saturday, October 1, 2011
First Baptist Church, Indianola, IA

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sunday, October 2, 2011
First Baptist Church, Clarks Grove, MN

3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

A short business session will be held at each event in
order to elect At-Large delegates to the Board of Region
Ministries.  Elections for northern Iowa and Minnesota
(old Areas I, II, and V) will take place in Clarks Grove.
Elections for middle and southern Iowa (old Areas III
and IV) will be held at Indianola.

Cost $10 per person, meal provided
Both Speakers at Both Events

Register online at www.mid-abc.org
or mail the form on the back of this issue
Deadline for registration: September 23

Rev. Dr. Jeff Johnson, ABC Director of Evangelism
Ministries with American Baptist Home Mission
Societies, will be speaking about “The Stages of Spiritual
Development.”  His presentation will combine
personality-based evangelism and personality-based
discipleship, defining exactly what a disciple is and how a
person becomes one.

Plan to attend one of these
events for fellowship and
enrichment.  This gathering
is for all church members -
not just pastors!
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Over the past few weeks we
have been doing some spring
(actually late summer) cleaning at
the Region office.  We have been
cleaning out and consolidating
old files.  As we have done so, we
have discovered vast amounts of
papers that have no current or
historical relevancy.  There is
now a large pile of papers that
need to be recycled.

As we looked deep into the back of cabinets, we have
found equipment that was technologically up-to-date in
the 1970’s and 1980’s, but not of great use now.  There
are old slide presentations for use in local
churches.  There is equipment to splice
together movie film that then could be sent to
local churches for use in 16mm projectors.
There are old audio tapes that were used for
dictation.  The list could go on and on of all the
items that have no current usefulness and have
just been taking up space.

While getting my hands
dirty from handling files that
had not been touched over the
past twenty or thirty years, I
started to wonder if there are
other things that need to be
examined, updated or thrown
away.  Not physical items, but
if there are ways that we have
been carrying out the day to
day ministry of the Region
that need to be changed.

This is a
question that all of
us should consider.
Are there things in
our lives and in the
lives of our
churches that we
have just been
holding on to,
either consciously
or unconsciously?
Our tendency is to
get comfortable with the status quo and not take the time
to examine whether what we do and say is still relevant.

I would challenge all of us to do some spring cleaning
of our own and to examine all that we are holding on to

from the past.  We need to determine if our
words and actions are still relevant in a
rapidly changing world.  In doing so, we
might discover some old ways of carrying
out ministry that need to be discarded.

An added benefit of this is that discarding
the irrelevant and outdated provides space

for new initiatives.  We now have a lot of free file and
cabinet space at the office.  The same can be true in our
lives and in the life of the church.  We can be freed up to
carry out the gospel mandate in new ways.  One
opportunity for churches is to be part of the Missional
Church process in order to discover new ways of being
the hands and feet of Christ.  We are currently looking for
interested churches to be part of a new round of the
Missional Church process that will begin in October.  If
you and your congregation are interested in further
information, contact either Soozi Ford or myself.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Becky Wallace,
pictured at left, has
been named Office
Manager of the Mid-
American Baptist
Churches region office.
Becky will also
continue to serve in her
role as the bookkeeper
of the region.  Becky is
a member of Westover

Baptist Church, where her husband, Ken, is pastor.
Becky's hours will be Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to

4:30 p.m.  There will probably be days when staff will not
be available to take your calls during the lunch hour.  In
addition, there will be a limited staff presence in the office
on Fridays.

A team from First Baptist Church of Clarks Grove,
MN, went to Honduras August 13-21 to work with
missionaries Dagoberto and Dillia Zelaya. The group of
14 people included an Occupational Therapist and a
Deaf/Hard of Hearing Specialist.

There were several goals for the week.  Under the
umbrella of construction, the plan was to put the finishing
touches on the bilingual Christian School (electrical,
painting, furnishings).  A new water pump was to be
installed for irrigating the school’s gardens and crops.
 Under the umbrella of evangelism, the team assisted
in the soccer ministry, the feeding program, community
evangelism trips, and continuing our therapies for the
children with special needs and their families. One of the
classrooms at the school has been dedicated for those
children.  FBC Clarks Grove started providing help for
them a few years ago and the ministry has really evolved.

Is what we do and say
still relevant in

this rapidly changing
world?
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 I have learned so much from my experience in Puerto
Rico at the American Baptist biennial. On the first day I
got to meet all of the other Youth Delegates from across
the nation. They all were really cool and good Christian
people. The next day we toured Old San
Juan as a group and got to know each
other better.  Old San Juan was
beautiful and full of historical
architecture and the outdoor market was
awesome!  Ask me to show you my
elephant hair bracelet!
 On Sunday we attended an
authentic Puerto Rican Baptist church.
That was amazing! They gave us
instruments to use when we were
playing music. After the service we
helped pass out bags people made for
the kids to take to  school. To thank us
for our service, the church made us a
huge authentic Puerto Rican meal. The
food was amazing and talking to everyone was also
awesome. We got to talk to the kids and the adults about
what life is like in Puerto Rico.
 My favorite part of the biennial was the worship. It was

filled with awesome speakers and beautiful music. People
were excited to come to worship and to show how much
we all love God. We sang and danced and laughed all in a
worship service. It was exciting and there was no routine

involved; I actually was sad when we
had to stop singing. The preachers
got me excited about God and His
holiness and His possibilities for me.
I saw that in everyone; we were all
excited to go and couldn’t stop
talking about it once it was over.
   Before we left we were asked as
youth to challenge our church and
other churches. I think my challenge
for our church is to become excited
about worship again. During the
speakers people would say “Amen!”
and “Praise the Lord” while the
speaker was talking. That got to be
so fun; you could voice your faith.

That is my challenge for our church and other churches: to
become excited about being in the presence of God and to
show that excitement!  Can I get an AMEN????

Jill Deskin, M-ABC Youth Delegate to Biennial 2011

Jill Deskin, left, with new friends from
other American Baptist regions

 More than 120 people attended “You’re a Good
Man, Charlie Brown,” the first of the Take 2 Summer
Youth Theater shows sponsored by First Baptist Church
of Fort Dodge, IA.  A cast of seven local middle school
students performed as the Peanuts characters for two
shows in late June.
 “Godspell” was presented as a dinner theater in early
August, with Fort Dodge high schoolers, coming from
various backgrounds and schools, taking on the musical
production.  The cast was thrilled to also have the chance
to perform special music for a church service on July 17.
 FBC’s involvement in the Missional Church process
was the catalyst for this summer youth program.
Missional grant funds provided most of the finances
needed to rent scripts and pay royalties for the two shows.
Donations also came from individuals and groups.  The local
community college, Iowa Central, donated wood for the
construction of set pieces, and free radio advertising came from
Three Eagles Communication.  All the Charlie Brown costumes and
posters were donated, and a local business offered to sell tickets as
the church office was only open in the mornings.
 This summer marked the first time in about 30 years that the
stage in FBC’s fellowship hall was used for its intended purpose
rather than as storage.  Both casts are dreaming of the years to come,
shows they’d like to do . . . and are encouraged by the support and
enthusiasm shown by the church.

From an email by Mary Jo Laupp

At left, members
of the “Charlie
Brown” cast

pose on stage.
Below,

“Godspell”
performers at
First Baptist
Church, Fort
Dodge, IA.
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 Members of Woodbury Baptist Church, MN,
completed a mission trip to Thunder Bay, Ontario,
Canada with YOUTHWORKS! July 3-8, 2011.  Our
group of 15 (11 youth and 4 adults) is pictured above.  It
was a wonderful experience.  The people of Thunder Bay
were so appreciative of the work that 70 of us (from 5
churches) were able to accomplish that week with 7 crews.

Carolyn Butler, Woodbury Baptist Church

First Baptist Church, Osage, IA, celebrated 150
years in God’s service with festivities on July 2nd and
3rd, 2011.  At Sunday’s worship service, a review of how
the church came to be recalled the founding six members
as well as programs and services through the years.  Many
old friends and acquaintances attended, some coming
from as far away as Washington State for the celebration.

On Saturday, July 23rd, First Baptist of Mount
Pleasant held a Block Party on the grounds.  After going
out and personally inviting people from all the houses,
apartments, and mobile homes in the neighborhood the
week before, we had a BBQ, bounce houses, and
horseback riding on the church lawn.  It was a great time
and over 100 were in attendance.

FBC Mt. Pleasant is now gearing up for Sunday
School, worship, and small groups all centered around
The Externally Focused Life by Rick Rusaw and Eric
Swanson, beginning in September.

We celebrate with First Baptist of Davenport, IA,
and welcome their 15 new members, eight of whom were
baptized on Easter Sunday, 2011.

The congregation of First Baptist Grinnell, IA,
received three young people into membership on Sunday,
July 31, 2011, at their baptism.  We rejoice in their
decision to receive Christ into their lives.

Sunday, Aug. 21, FBC Mt. Pleasant, IA, celebrated
with six teens and adults who were baptized at Forest
Lake Camp.  Following baptism there was swimming,
canoeing, and fishing in the lake, and a BBQ on the beach.

Over the July 4th weekend, Chin Christians gathered from Iowa, Nebraska,
and Illinois to fellowship and celebrate together.  Over 300 people were in
attendance, for worship services, soccer and volleyball tournaments, and meals.
The three-day event was held at the Des Moines Chin Baptist Church, which
shares facilities with Westover Baptist Church.

Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:
Mapleton, United Church
St. Paul, Oakdale Baptist

In Iowa:
Burlington, First Baptist
Churdan, First Baptist

Council Bluffs, Walnut Grove Baptist
Fredericksburg, First Baptist

Glenwood, First Baptist
Johnston, FBC of Greater Des Moines

Knoxville, First Baptist
Storm Lake, First Baptist

Webster City, First Baptist
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 It is with great pleasure that we invite you to join us in
a celebration.  After three years of planning and money-
making projects and construction, we are ready for the
public dedication of our new church building.  We have
already been worshipping in the new building and have
experienced a wedding, funerals, baptisms, and a full
Vacation Bible School.  That means that we have had time
to adjust and are now ready to celebrate.
 You are invited to come and join us on September 18,
at 2:00 p.m. for a public dedication of the building to the
work of the Lord.  There will be some refreshments and
fellowship afterward.
 Please send R.S.V.P. by September 1, to Altamont
Baptist Church, 516 Quince Rd., Harlan, IA, 51537.  Or
call 712-744-3602 and leave a message if no one answers.
You can even send an email to revdhol@aol.com.
 Thank you so much for supporting us and keeping us
in your prayers during this process.

Rev. Diana Holland, Pastor

 Iowa Religious Media
Services, the official
media center for Mid-
American Baptist
Churches, will present
its third regional,

ecumenical conference on Saturday, September 17th.
RE:image - Techniques and Technologies for
Tomorrow's Church will be held at Plymouth
Congregational Church in Des Moines.
 Keynote presenter is Paul Nixon,
author of I Refuse to Lead a Dying
Church, and Finding Jesus on the
Metro.  His plenary presentations will
detail work from his upcoming book,
The Wonder of New.  Other breakout
sessions feature topics such as
communicating with youth in the digital
age, cultivating devotional life in the digital age, and
practical ways congregations can make the shift to
working outside their own walls.
 A Cokesbury book store will be open on site all day.
 We encourage you to participate in this event.  Mid-
ABC is pleased to recommend the ministry of IRMS as a
resource to our churches. Register soon!  Registration
information, including schedule and costs, can be found
on their website, www.irms.org.

 First Baptist Church of Grinnell, IA, led
the way on a partnered mission project in
July to put together 50 Emergency Clean
UP Buckets for the flood victims in the
Council Bluffs and Western Iowa area. It
started with Pastor Sue Metcalf from FBC
Grinnell and United Church of Christ
interim pastor, Rev. Nancy Anderson - but
when it was all done we had eight local
churches involved and three local

businesses who donated items for
the buckets. We put the buckets
together on Saturday, July 30th and
a couple from the UCC church took
the clean-up buckets to First Baptist
Church of Council Bluffs.  Rev.
Goldade from FBC Council Bluffs
received them and will see to their
distribution.
  It was a blessing to work together
for a common goal of helping our
neighbors and reflecting the love of
Christ to those in their time of need.
FBC Grinnell raised $515.00 for
this project and many other
churches donated items or finances
to make this mission project a
reality. It became a true ecumenical
mission of love from the people of
Grinnell to our neighbors in the
west of Iowa.

Rev. Sue Metcalf, Pastor
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 Deborah’s House in Tijuana, Mexico, provides shelter
to women and children fleeing severe domestic violence.
But when they’re ready to leave, they face a harsh
economy that pays less than $1/hour, demands they work
50-60 hours per week, and offers no child care.
 Deborah’s House alumni want to create a sewing
business they run themselves.  The women will earn a

salary three times
higher than factory
rates, allowing them
to spend more time
with their young
children.
 This project will
provide fabric and
materials, help the
women bid on
contract jobs, and
market their products.
They have a building

and two industrial sewing machines, but they need to
purchase several dozen more machines.
  Our Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministry project
for 2011-2012 hopes to provide $5000 of the needed
$22,000.  Help your church do its part financially in
support of this project, and pray with Ray and Adalia
Schellinger and their Tijuana partners in ministry that the
women who come together to work will find strength in
each other, learning to live without fear of violence.

 “Make me, mold me, fill me, use me!”
What great words to use when we yield
ourselves to the great potter, God.  That
theme "In the Potter's Hands" was used well
at our region AB Women's Conference at
Waverly and also at the National Conference
in Green Lake.  A big thanks go to Jan
Ostrander and Dianne Souder for being our
very capable region coordinators. Not only
did we get a new perspective on what is
happening to the Christians in the Middle
East but also our mission work in Chile.
 What a joy to release money from our
region money market account.  Each of the
region's ten Special Interest Missionaries
received $500 for salary, and $2000 was sent
for the 60th Anniversary National AB
Women's Ministries Endowment Fund.
 “Break the Chains, Stop the Pain”
national project will be receiving money that
will help ministries who are dealing with
domestic abuse or trafficking.  At national

board meeting and conference, presentations
were given by two such ministries: Sojourner
Family Peace Center in Milwaukee and Be
Free 58 based in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
I challenge you to continue to read  books
like Half a Sky or In Our Backyard by Nita
Belles, a Christian perspective on human
trafficking in the United States. Find ways in
your community to help women and children
in abusive situations.
  Our Area presidents have been hard at
work getting the Area Fall Retreats in place.
I will be sharing about mission work in
Africa for Area III in October.  September
area meetings will feature a missionary
speaker.  Please plan to attend; it’s a great
way to learn about mission work and stay
connected.
   By now you should have the new Global
Mission Study guide for 2011-2012 and In
the Potter's Hands ministry resource found at
www.abwministries.org.
  Thanks to all who continue to meet your
requests, who promote Love Gift,  bring in
women not involved through book
discussion groups and mentoring,  get the
youth involved in rock and roll (bandages)
experiences,  find out needs of abused
women and children in your communities,
promote AB Women's Sunday September
18, and most of all pray for our missionaries.

Love, Joy and Peace,
Marcia Street, Region President

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

Love Gift Totals as of  July 2011
YTD - $8,139.87

Last YTD - $10,786.31

Above, Tami Bertleson
explains small business start-
ups in her workshop at the
M-ABWM conference. The
conference drew women of a
wide range of ages, including
(below) Kaleena Van Haaften,
11, and Anna Orr, age 103!

Help by contributing to the M-ABWM Region
Project for Deborah’s House.  Goal:  $5,000
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  The ABC biennial marked the beginning of MMBB’s
centennial celebration.  This momentous occasion calls on
us to remember with gratitude our long association with
ABC/USA.  To that end, we launched initiatives to develop

a new service model, extended
support to those hit hard by the
economic downturn, and reorganized
our outreach model to focus on
employers.

 The past year also afforded us the opportunity to
mobilize assistance for our members more quickly—and
more substantially—than ever before. While MMBB
shielded its annuitants from the worst impact of the
economic downturn, we also know that many of our
members suffered. We expanded our efforts to identify
those in need and distributed more than $4.5 million in
2010 for purposes ranging from educational grants to
emergency assistance.
  Three simple facts make MMBB unique. Because we
are a church-based plan, we understand the challenges of
churches and other faith-based organizations. We are big
enough to offer world-class benefits, but flexible enough to
customize plans to suit the needs and resources of the
institutions we serve. And our people take the ministry
seriously: our staff combines years of church service with
expertise in investment, financial and retirement planning.
from a news release by Sumner Grant, Executive Director

THE COMMUNICATOR
June Peters, Editor

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St, Suite 15

Des Moines IA 50322-4380
515-278-1411 FAX 278-5865

office@mid-abc.org
www.mid-abc.org

We encourage you to use this master copy of The
Communicator to duplicate and distribute to your

congregation.

www.facebook.com/midamericanbaptist
www.twitter.com/midabc

Follow our Twitter feed on your phone by
texting"follow midabc" to 40404.

Rita Chapman, missionary in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, will be in Mid-ABC in September.  Plan to hear
her speak on these dates:

Sept. 15 - Area IV ABWM Rally (FBC Boone)
Sept. 16 - Area II ABWM Rally (FBC Grinnell)
Sept. 17 - Area V ABWM Rally (FBC Owatonna)
Sept. 18 - FBC Winnebago (morning) and FBC Albert

Lea (afternoon)
Ruth Mooney, missionary in Costa Rica, will be

visiting churches in October.   If you would like to host
Ruth for an event in your church, please contact Rev. Soozi
Ford by e-mail, or call her at the region office, 515-278-
1411.

Materials for the 2011 World Mission Offering should
have arrived in churches recently.  Typically promoted and
received during the fall months, the 2011 theme is “Live the
Word - Proclaim the Word - Be Transformed.”  For videos
and other resources, go to www.internationalministries.org.

 “Transformed by the Spirit” is an
initiative of the National Executive
Council (NEC), which encompasses the
American Baptist Churches USA,
American Baptist Home Mission
Societies, American Baptist International
Ministries, American Baptist Women’s

Ministries, and the Ministers and Missionaries Benefit
Board.
 Planning for this new process, while initiated by the
NEC, has included the Ministers Council, members of the
Regional Executive Ministers Council, and a number of
local pastors.
 The process will engage local congregations across
the denomination in a journey of identifying the
significant challenges that face our churches, our regions,
and our national bodies in today’s culture, and wrestling
with the changes that will be required of all American
Baptists if we are to seize the opportunities of this still
new century.
 Over the coming months, plans for “Transformed by
the Spirit” will be refined and invitations will be extended
to local churches, offering their clergy and lay leaders the
opportunity to participate.  The process will ask
participating congregations to resist quick and easy
answers and to embrace the task of learning what
“adaptive changes” God is seeking from American
Baptists.
 The American Baptist family will be kept fully
informed as the process unfolds.  The results of the
denomination-wide process will be presented at the
“Mission Summit” of the 2013 Biennial in Overland Park,
Kansas, where the newly established “Mission Table”
will have this broad input from the churches as it
convenes to forge networks around shared mission
priorities.



The Communicator

8

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St., Suite 15
Des Moines, IA 50322-4380

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
DES MOINES,  IOWA
PERMIT NO. 2599

The COMMUNICATOR

Return Address Requested

I have enclosed my check in the amount of $10, made out to Mid-American Baptist Churches,
to cover the cost of this event.

Mail to: M-ABC, 2400 86th St., Suite 15, Des Moines, IA 50322-4380

I will attend this event

Saturday, Oct. 1, First Baptist Indianola, IA

Sunday, Oct. 2, First Baptist Clarks Grove, MN

Name
Address

Phone number
Email

Church


