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Region Youth Event 2014
October 31-November 2

“Shattering the Darkness”
Cedar Rapids, IA at the Church on Northland

with speaker

Greg Speck
music with

Joel Fredrickson
Register online

www.thechurchonnorthland.com
Click on the link to RYE on the home page.

HEALTHY BOUNDARIES WORKSHOP
Sponsored by the Mid-ABC Ministers Council

October 2 & 3 (Thursday & Friday)
First Baptist Church of Ft. Dodge, Iowa

Preceding the Mid-ABC Region Biennial

The 2014 Region Biennial Gathering:
Together in the Spirit

"Built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit"
 (Ephesians 2:22b  NASB)

Friday, October 3, 7 p.m.
through

Saturday, October 4, Noon Luncheon

Host Church:
First Baptist Church,

Fort Dodge, IA

Keynote Speaker:
Rev. Eddie Cruz

Associate Executive Director
American Baptist Home Mission Societies

Special Saturday Morning
Mission Summit Event

- an opportunity to share
and learn from one another

Register online at www.mid-abc.org.

Make your plans to attend Mission Summit 2015, the
American Baptist Churches biennial event, June 26-
28, 2015, in Overland Park, Kansas. Register your
church today at www.americanbaptists2015.com.

 This workshop explores the meaning and practice of
healthy boundaries in the context of ministry. It will also
identify the signs, dangers, and prevention of boundary
violations.
 Register online at www.mid-abc.org.
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 I was recently reading an article
that was reporting on the latest
‘Giving USA’ study, produced by
the Giving Institute, in partnership
with the Indiana University Lilly
Family School of Philanthropy.
This yearly report looks at all
philanthropic giving in the United
States to discover the current trends.
This latest issue found that

individuals are rebounding from the decline of the market
in 2008 and are now once again increasing their charitable
giving across the board.  That is, except for the area of
religious giving, which continues to be in decline.
 This did not come as a major surprise to
me.  I work with churches, see our
American Baptist and Region financial
reports, and serve on the Boards of
religious non-profits and have known that
giving continues to go down.  At our Board
of Region Ministries I shared financial
reports showing deficits in our camping programs and told
the Board that ensuring our future means growing our
income through giving.
 However, all is not doom and gloom.  I have the
opportunity to meet many people across our Region and I
know the great generosity that exists.  I have seen the
unselfish responses to natural disasters.  I have seen

individuals and churches step up to the plate to assist our
camps.  I have seen people give of their time, talents and
finances to reach out in mission to others, in their own
communities and around the world.
 So I believe that we still have a bright future ahead of
us and can reverse this trend of decline in religious giving.
I would urge all of us to take some first steps.  First of all,
please consider how you might increase your giving to
your local congregation.  Many of our churches will be
having stewardship drives over the coming months.
Resources for stewardship can be found on ‘giving’ tab at
www.abc-usa.org or through Iowa Religious Media
Services.  There is also a new program created by David
Johnson from FBC, St. Paul, MN, that can be found at
www.unityspirit.com.   Secondly, churches are in the
process of making their budgets for next year.  I would ask

that you include American Baptist United Mission
and other Region mission giving in those budgets.
Finally, be on the lookout towards the end of the
year for our ‘Friends of the Region’ campaign.  We
need many more partners to ensure that we have the
resources to continue our many ministries.
 My hope is that we can change the conversation

from what we cannot do because of the lack of funds.
Instead, we need to be discovering what new adventures
and ministries God has in store for us.  Enabled by the
generosity of God’s people, there are still many things to
be done.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Mid-American Baptist Women in Ministry
Retreat at Dayton Oaks Camp

January 12-14, 2015
Mark your calendars, more details to follow!

 The Ministers Council has turned a
page of history as the national
organization restructures for a new
day.  Though financial concerns have
precipitated this action, it is a serious

look at how we do business and how we can live out the
purpose of the organization.  Full details will be sent in
our annual recruitment letter.
 One of the big philosophical changes is the creation
of an annual gathering for enrichment and education,
replacing the Senate concept.  During the ABC/USA
biennial Mission Summit, the Ministers Council will
offer a continuing education event for all ministerial
leaders.  On the “off years” (even-numbered years) there
will be a national gathering, with the location shifting to
different geographic regions.
 We need each other and the connection that we find
through the Ministers Council.  Your participation and
collegial support is what makes a healthier ministry.
Borrowing a previous MMBB slogan - “for the better
maintenance of the ministry” - I look forward to what
Ministers Council brings before us.

Dale Thomas, President
Mid-ABC Ministers Council

 Only recently has the current Ebola crisis gained
significant media attention in the United States. But for the
people of West Africa, the problem began in March.
Thanks to donors' generous gifts to the annual One Great
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, International Ministries
(IM) was able to begin responding to the outbreak even
before it made the headlines.
 OGHS funds have been supporting several key
initiatives, ranging from relief to prevention.  Gifts to
OGHS are readily available not only to provide relief after
natural disasters, but also to fight back the spread of deadly
disease outbreaks and provide for the long-term education
and awareness that will be critical in preventing future
outbreaks.

World Relief Officer, Lisa Rothenberger
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 Hugo John, a member of the United Church of Mapleton, MN, reports that the
church has sent 30 to 50 School Kits, along with Baby Care and Hygiene Kits, to
Church World Service (CWS) every year for the last 10 years.  They expect to make
it 100 CWS School Kits this year.
  The United Church of Mapleton is a dually aligned congregation and is part of
Mid-American Baptist Churches and the United Church of Christ (UCC). The
congregation’s budget amount of $250 for this mission was matched by a grant from
UCC this year. Large tubs were placed in the church foyer to receive members’
in-kind contributions. The church also placed a story in the town’s weekly newspaper,
put up signs at the bank and grocery store and wrote to all the other churches in town
soliciting cash and school supplies. A local store agreed to serve as a drop-off point for donations.
 Hugo and his wife Pat said their experience working in situations of need in Central America, Eastern Europe and Africa
showed them the value of CWS School Kits. Pat described a school in a squatter camp in Zimbabwe where each child was
rationed just half a piece of paper and half a crayon.  “CWS School Kits show children that somebody cares for them,” Pat
said. “That’s true in this country also, when you’ve lost everything in a hurricane or tornado.  It’s pretty dismal unless you
have something to fall back on.”
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 First Baptist Church of Greater Des
Moines decided to "refresh" our summer

programming with a local mission project called Faith Works, emphasizing service
to our community.  Four Wednesday evenings in July were set aside for rolling up
our sleeves and going outside our church walls into the community.
 Faith Works was designed to include our entire church family, and about 150
members participated through service and prayer. A powerful part of Faith Works
were those 30 or so members who committed to pray for those of us with boots,
tennis shoes and sandals on the the ground. Each week a prayer guide was made
available for those who were praying.  Projects included:

●Landscaping, refinishing a deck, and several other home repairs at one site
●Gardening at another church where fresh vegetables are grown for the local
food pantry
●Playing and reading with special needs children at Child Serve
●Playing with refugee children
●Working at a local clothes closet
●Trimming shrubs, weeding gardens and clean up at a retirement home
●Filling in a swimming pool for a woman with cancer was perhaps our biggest
project. So far 46 tons of dirt and sand have been moved.
●Pulling weeds and cleaning up at the Central Iowa Shelter downtown

 It was amazing to watch the transformation at the sites as we descended upon them. Landscaping completed in an hour
and a half, shrubs and weeding completed in just over an hour, 34 tons of fill moved by hand in 2 hours.  Even more amazing
were the relationships developed with those we served and within our church family.
  Faith Works exceeded our expectations and will be back next year.  However, our ultimate goal is that it will become a
life style at First Baptist wherein we serve our community throughout the year helping whenever a need arises.

Article by Dale Stevens, photos courtesy of Byron Strom

 People used to sit out in their rocking chairs
on the front porch engaging with their
neighbors.  Now we build 6 foot high privacy
fences and back decks so we can sit outside and
talk to no one.  It's unfortunate that we've lost
the ability to be neighbors.
 We're trying to change that at First Baptist
Church of Mt. Pleasant, IA, as we continue in
Missional Church process.  In June, we had 6
"hosts" reach out to their neighbors with an
invitation to relationship in exciting ways.  Five
of those hosts invited their neighbors to block
parties at their homes, hosting food and
conversation for neighbors. The results were
amazing, as each party had many guests and
created opportunities to get to know neighbors
like never before. The other host instead baked
pies and delivered them to her neighbors as a
gift.
 And here's the fun part.  A few days later,
while outside spraying for weeds, one of my
new neighbor friends yelled over from across
the street.  We met in the middle and chatted for
a few minutes and again, I was reminded that
this is what a neighborhood is.  And this is what
Jesus commands us to do; to “love your
neighbor as yourself.”

Regan Stoops, Pastor

 First Baptist in Charles City, IA, wanted to try something new. We
partnered with newly retired teacher Stewart Coulson to provide a four
day Art Camp for Middle School students.  Several schools were
represented in the 12 hour art experience which included a walk by the
Cedar River, sketching and working on a canvas. All enjoyed this
opportunity to explore their
creative side and received
materials to continue their
work throughout the
summer.
 On August 17 FBC of
Charles City hosted its first
Arts and Crafts Show. This
was not about judging the
works or about selling them,
but was an opportunity for
artists from within the congregation to display their work.  We had 14

artists who displayed jewelry,
photography, paintings, quilts,
afghans and sketches. We even had a
wedding dress. The congregation
enjoyed mingling among the
displayed pieces and talking with
those who had created them. We hope
that this can be an annual event to
encourage artistic expression.

Ruth Yeaton,
Pastor
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 August 2014: It’s 8:30 a.m. and a crowd of 125
volunteers from across the country and Puerto Rico pile
into the Greater Little Zion Missionary Baptist Church in
New Orleans Lower 9th Ward (L9 or the Nine).  By 9:15,
tools in hand, we are sent on our way to serve families in
the L9 with a challenge to see if we could see Jesus among
us.  The Church on Northland, Cedar Rapids, IA, has sent
teams to participate in the American Baptist Home Mission
Societies’ work week in New Orleans, LA, for three

consecutive years.
After two days of painting a
porch, clearing an oversized lot
of overgrowth, and building a
make-shift wood shed, new
assignments await.  Three of
our group are sent to help fix a
garage that needs new siding
and support beams.  The three
sent here would work side by
side with a group of
ABGirls from Iowa
(see p. 7) who
repainted a rusty,
chipping fence.
 The rest of our

group are sent to help a homeowner whose home
was devoured by flood waters in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina nine years ago.  As we gather in
front of the only home left on the block to get
fixed up, we are greeted by a woman ready to get
her home back.  She tells us how she needs help
removing drywall that’s
been vandalized and
destroyed by leaks in the
siding and windows and
how she has a backyard
full of trees that sprouted
since the flood waters

receded.  With hand
saws in hand, three
head to the back to cut
down the forest and
five head indoors to
tackle the drywall and
moldy insulation.
 Nine years post
Katrina and Rita, a
community is still
recovering.  Prior to
the devastation, 98%
of the population in the Nine had an income of less than
$25,000 and were African American.  59% of those
families owned their own home and more than half had no
mortgage.  Many of them owned homes that had been
passed down from generations, with no documents of
ownership.   This poses problems when homeowners try to
get their property back.  The Lower Ninth Ward   had a

population of 14,000 before the
storm surge sent a 20 foot wall of
water into this community, now it’s
only 3,000-4,000, according to the
latest census.
 The Nine is still a food desert,
with no grocery store.  Thankfully
one is being built.  There are many
gardens and two orchards so that
residents have access to fresh
produce.  Two schools are going up
and one has reopened.  A fire station
has opened and spaces have been

purchased for redevelopment.  There’s much to be done,
but there are signs of hope and progress.  53 families were
helped over five days this past August.  53 families had
Christ reflected on them.  “This is how everyone will
recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the
love you have for each other."  John 13:35.
Dina Brake, The Church on Northland, Cedar Rapids, IA

Group of ABGirls with happy
homeowner

Lauren paints a fence

The Church on Northland Team

Toby Bartlett and Aron
Brake work on a garage

ABGirls got some work done!
Angie Dvorak cutting

down a tree

ABGirls painting a house

See related article, ABGirls Work Week, on page 7.
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First Baptist of Charles
City, IA, has participated in the
church softball team for the past
four years. Dakota Jones, a
member of FBC, is the
organizer. Eight teams
representing eight churches are
in the Tuesday league.  It is a fun
way to connect with others in the
community and includes an "All
Star" game and a tournament to determine the
champion.

United Christian Baptist Church,
Kalona, IA, recently celebrated 125 years of
ministry with a special service on August
10th. In photo at right, left to right: Rev. Bill
Mitchell, Partner Regional Minister,
Disciples of Christ; Rev. Tammy Buseman,
Pastor; Steve Reif, Moderator; Rev. Mary
Miller, M-ABC Associate Executive Minister.

First Baptist Church,
Churdan, IA, cele-
brated their 125th
anniversary on August
24th. Pictured at left:
Current pastor Bobby
Palmer (far right) with
three former pastors (left

to right): Greg Berkey, John Swoyer, and David Smiley.

New pastors: Rev. Steve Miller,
First Baptist, Bettendorf, IA; Rev.
Kara Krohg, Associate Pastor of
Education, First Baptist, Pella, IA;

Rev. Reginald Fletcher, Associate Youth Pastor,
Fellowship Missionary Baptist, Minneapolis, MN.

The First Baptist Church
of Waterloo, IA, is pleased
to announce the installation
of their new pastor, Rev.
Joseph Greemore, pictured
at left, who is joining the
pastoral staff with Rev.
Carol Teare.  Rev. Dr.
Marshall Peters provided the
message at the installation

service on Sunday, Sept. 7th.

First Baptist Church, Dubuque,
IA, will host a Christian Leadership
Conference, Shall We Gather at the
River – 2014, on October 23 & 24.
The conference will address racial
realities in the church and
community, by working toward “The
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of
Peace” (Eph. 4:3).

We extend our sympathy to the
family of Rev. James Key, who
passed away on August 23rd in

Eldora, IA.  James was an American Baptist Chaplain who
served at various places within Iowa.  He also was pastor of
First Baptist Church of Indianola, IA, from 1971 - 1978.

ABW Fall Rally Information
 The Area IV Fall Rally will be held at First Baptist
Church, Atlantic, IA, on Saturday, October 25th.  The
speaker will be Rev. Mary Miller.
 Eagle Grove and Renwick are hosting the Area V Fall
Rally at Renwick Baptist Church on October 18th.  Mary
Miller will be the main speaker and Robin Sweers will lead
a session in the morning on Dr. Seuss and the Bible.

Calvary Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN Ministers Through Coffee Shop
   One day, as Pastor Jeff Cowmeadow and Youth Pastor Dan Kerrigan peered into an old, grungy
closet, Pastor Jeff asked, “Wouldn’t it be cool if we made this into a little coffee shop?”
 Thanks to many, including the Barista extraordinaire and Calvary member
Allison Demmert, Global Grounds Coffee Shop is now 2.5 years old and thriving.
High school students are trained on how to appropriately take a customer’s order,
run a cash box, do an inventory check, make complicated espresso drinks, speak in
public and more. Global Grounds is open Sundays, before and after church, as well
as for special events.
 Global Grounds mission is to disciple and empower youth with skills for life,

leadership and employment. Contrary to what some might imagine, it was never meant to simply serve as
a solution to the congregations Sunday morning caffeine requirements. But on a much deeper level, Global
Grounds exists as a platform through which our young people could learn, develop and be taught soft skills
necessary for experiencing success in life and work.
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 The night we arrived in
New Orleans, we got
straight to the  business of
preparing for the next
day’s work. All the
leaders sat down with a
list of 32 projects and
listened as they were
assigned. Those 32

projects were just the beginning. As the week went on and
the projects were completed, more came in and were
assigned.  The organization we were working with takes
any and all projects, from yard work and painting to
tearing down and rebuilding a shed. They don’t make
anyone fill out paperwork saying why they need help or
how much is in their bank account, because that money
may be reserved for something else, a different need.
 I took two girls from the Mid-American region,
Kaleena and Lauren.  The first day, we learned how to
caulk a house and cleared a yard for a couple that had
bought the house and were cleaning it up from the damage

it received during Hurricane Katrina.
The second and third days we painted

a house and then the fourth, a fence.  It may seem like
menial labor, but it is labor that is helping the people and
community get back to what it once was.
 On Thursday we took a tour of the Lower Ninth Ward.
They showed us the new homes that have been built, the
old homes that stand abandoned, and the vacant lots where
houses once stood.  Many homes were generational, they
were passed down mother to daughter, father to son, so
there was no deed to prove ownership and they were left
abandoned.
 Although the community is still recovering, the people
are some of the nicest and most generous people I have had
the pleasure of meeting.  Although it did not seem like we
were able to do much, everything we were able to do was
greatly appreciated.
 Kaleena, Lauren, and I felt blessed to have the
opportunity to go to the Lower Ninth Ward of New
Orleans and volunteer. It was an opportunity we would not
have had without the support of American Baptist Women
of the Mid-America region.

Becca Whitaker, ABGirls Coordinator

At right is a photo of the group
from Mid-America who attended
the Intergenerational Retreat for
Women and Girls at Green Lake
in July.  The opportunity to interact with
women of all ages from across the USA in
our own special conference center was the
uplifting and inspirational time away that all
who attended had hoped for.
 An unexpected extra perk came on the
day of registration.  It happened that the
Women and Girls retreat followed directly
after the Mission Conference, so that as we were arriving,
all the American Baptist missionaries who had been
regrouping and sharing in the previous weeks were leaving.
We had chance after chance to connect with those who
bring our caring and sharing of God’s love to the far corners
of the world.  We were privileged to meet Dr. Tim Rice,
pictured above, and his family who wanted to share with us
his appreciation for the White Cross supplies that are sent
to the hospital where they will be working in the Congo.
They were in their last days before embarking on their
journey as new missionaries into the next phase of their

family’s life.   The excite-
ment in their voices and
faces was contagious and we
felt honored to represent
American Baptists who will
be keeping them in our
hearts as they work for us in
challenging places.
 Summer is the time for
region presidents to connect
with the leaders from other
regions and the national staff

of American Baptist Women’s Ministries to
listen to trends, innovative ideas,
inspirational reports on events of the past
year, and to gain insight into possibilities for
ministry in our region this coming year.  At
our meeting as a national board we
recognized that American Baptist Women’s
Ministries is facing a challenge for which

we do not currently have an answer but, for which we must
seek an answer if we are to live into God’s future for
individuals and for our churches.  Taking risks by
proposing changes to increase our relevancy to the lives of
our members and our communities is a true challenge.  We
have to be willing to experiment, to fail, to learn and create
new ways of being and doing.  We have to trust that God is
at work in our struggle to be relevant.

Jan Grogan and Bev McCartney
Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries Co-Presidents

Kaleena, Becca, and Lauren
More photos on page 5
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M-ABC QUILTERS’ RETREAT
Dayton Oaks Camp
3717 Taylor Ave.
Dayton, IA 50530

Join other Mid-American Baptist quilters
in a retreat for mission and fellowship!

Work on your own project and
make Fidget Quilts for Alzheimer patients!

Cost for overnight lodging and meals – $85
Limited to 24 participants

Room with a friend

Scrapbookers, Knitters, Crocheters welcome

Retreat starts at 1 p.m. Thursday,
ends at 4 p.m. Saturday

On-site Class - Make a Twister Table Runner

www.mid-abc.org   – under “Events”
Contacts for info and/or registration form:

515-278-1411 or june@petersclan.net

 At the M-ABC Quilters' Retreat in May, 2014,
the participants worked on a "Quilt of Valor", to be
presented to a veteran.  The name of Ike Robinson,
a member of First Baptist Ames, IA, who was one of
the Tuskegee Airmen in WWII, was drawn from a
pool of possible recipients.  After the quilt was
machine quilted in July by Catherine Parrish, Ike
was presented with the quilt.

We encourage you to use this master copy of The Communicator to duplicate and distribute to your congregation.

THE COMMUNICATOR


