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Why are all these people
gathered together on a

bright sunny Sunday?  See

on page 2

R Y E
November 1-3, 2013

The Church on Northland
Cedar Rapids, IA

Region Homecoming Gatherings will be held on successive Saturdays during the month of October.  These will be times
of singing, worship, fellowship and good food.  There will also be a special presentation on health care in America, focusing
on options for individuals and the local church. Plan now to attend the event closest to you. If you have not been contacted
about providing a special musical piece and would like to do so, contact Marshall Peters or Mary Miller.

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and Drinks will be provided.  Please bring a dish to share.
No Registration Necessary!

Special 
Music fr

om

Region Churches

October 5th -   First Baptist Church
                         St. Paul, MN
October 12th - Forest Lake Camp
October 19th - Dayton Oaks Camp

      All Events are 11 AM - 3 PM

Celebrate 
Our

Ministrie
s

Meet otherBaptists

Learn about the impact
of Health Care for

individuals & churches

 RYE will be a great weekend of meeting other youth
groups, having fun, and growing in our faith.  Zane Black
from “Dare 2 Share” is back this year as our speaker, and
will challenge and inspire us to go "all in" for Jesus.  More
information is coming to churches very soon.  Keep an
eye on the region website www.mid-abc.org for
registration information and forms.

Featured speaker:
Zane Black

“Dare 2 Share”
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This is an exciting time in the life
of the American Baptist Churches,
USA.  This past June about 2,500
American Baptists from across the
country came together in Overland
Park, Kansas for our first national
Mission Summit.  While there
were familiar elements to
those who have attended
ABC Biennials in the past,

there was a new focus.  Over 1,000 of the
participants took the time to be part of
the Mission Summit conversations on
Saturday and Sunday.  This number
exceeded those who have attended
workshops in the past and went
beyond the projections of the
planners of the event.  Although it
was a challenge to enlist extra
facilitators at the last minute, it was
the type of challenge that you like to face.

These Mission Summit conversations were designed to
create a space to advance the ministry and mission of our
American Baptist Churches.  The conversations dealt with
challenges that are encountered in the areas of leadership,
our witness and our future.  They were designed to be
places where these shared challenges could be discussed
and new insights discovered.  A special website has been
created to share the learnings of these groups –
www.missionsummitconversations.org

These conversations are just the beginning of a new,
ongoing process.  In early November the Mission Table

will meet in Green Lake,
Wisconsin.  The Mission Table
is made up of leaders from
across the ABC, along with
representatives from every
Region.  Rev. Regan Stoops,
pastor at First Baptist Church of
Mt. Pleasant, IA, has been

selected to represent our Region.  The task of the
Mission Table is to take the insights from the Mission
Summit and other sources and determine ways to move
forward in ministry together.  Our new ABC bylaws
state “the Mission Table’s sole focus will be the

furtherance of God’s mission through American
Baptists, not the institutional life of the
Denomination, so that staff of the mission partners
and congregations can effectively network around
shared responsibilities and priorities.”

It is my hope that the work of the Mission
Table can inform our path forward as a Region.
The challenges that arose at the Mission Summit
are the same ones that are faced by many of our

congregations.  The world in which we minister is changing
rapidly.  We need to be able to draw on the resources that
are available within our midst in order to creatively respond
to this new day.  Please be in prayer for the participants of

the Mission Summit and
be thinking of how you
and your congregation can
be part of informing and
answering the challenges
that are before us.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

On July 14th, First Baptist Church of St.
Paul, MN, celebrated Judson Sunday with
other ABC and Karen Churches (Trinity
Karen Baptist, Ebenezer Baptist, Immanuel
Karen Baptist, First Karen Baptist and First
Burma Christ).   Exactly 200 years ago on July
13, 1813, Adoniram and Ann Judson landed in
Rangoon, Burma and opened the door for
missions in America and for the church in
Burma. Today about 70,000 Karen, 25,000
Chin, and lesser numbers of Kachin and
Karenni originally from Burma have started
200 new churches all across America.

The Judson Sunday worship service was held at the park in front of the church, with 300-400 in attendance. Box lunches
were provided following the celebration.  Photos with this article and on the cover page of this issue of The Communicator
are from Judson Sunday in St. Paul.

A few days later, July 18-19, First Baptist Church St. Paul hosted the annual KBC/USA meeting.  Hundreds of Karen
from around the country converged on St. Paul for worship, fellowship, and sharing on Sunday, July 21st.  Guests from
Burma and the American Baptist Home Mission Societies were present and brought messages.

.
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"Emerge: Baptist Witness in the 21st Century"
combines a Ministers Conference and Orientation to
American Baptist Life, where conferees will explore
emergent themes in Baptist theology of the Holy Spirit,
postmodern witness, and third millennium mission in this
200th anniversary year of the historic Judson mission to
Burma. The conference meets in Orlando, Florida,
January 6-9, 2014. Bible study teachers, worship
experiences, workshops, and speakers will find their
themes in Acts 1:8.

New in 2014! The Orientation to American Baptist
Life track and Ministers Conference track will both have
more flexibility in 2014 than in the past, with seminarians
and new ministers able to elect to attend Ministers
Conference workshops and ministers able to attend
Orientation sessions.

Note: Seminarians and new-to-ABC ministers will
receive invitations to the Orientation to American Baptist
Life. All others should register under "Emerge: Ministers
Conference".

Go to www.abcemerge.com to register today.

The old saying of “I put pen to
paper” has become out of date for a
large portion of our world today.
Emails and text messages have
surpassed the day of writing letters of

correspondence.  Our communications have been reduced
to abbreviations or tweets that may leave out the subtle
nuances of the mark of a pen or the inflections of the
voice.  Some people have said that our organizations have
walked the same pathway.

The Ministers Council struggles with its identity and
function in an ever-changing world, while the purpose
and need for the organization remains.  Here is a part of
the Mission Statement of the Ministers Council: “…an
autonomous, professional, multi-cultural organization ...
advocate[ing] for and covenant[ing] with each other to
deepen our spiritual journey and to increase our
effectiveness…” This comes into being, not through the
use of media outlets, but in the connection and interaction
of those who serve the Lord.

I want the ministers of this Region to be that
interconnected body of support and encouragement for
each other; I hope you do, too.  As we find strength in our
collegiality, as we grow in the collective wisdom of each
other, the importance of membership and participation as
cluster groups and as a Region organization become
essential to our vitality.

The Ministers Council wants you, because you are the
most valuable component of collegial support.  If you are
not a member, consider joining today.  If you are a
member, thank you for your contributions both financial
and collegial.  We are striving to prove our worth and
value in the leadership of the church.

Dale Thomas, President
Mid-ABC Ministers Council

Become part of a mission team that is headed to a
community in Nicaragua called Fila Grande. This
beautiful area is in the mountains, surrounded by hills of
coffee and bananas. The team may be working on a water
filtration project or clinic building/renovations.  Each
team member is responsible for lodging, meals, and
transportation costs ($675) as well as their own round-trip
plane ticket ($700-$1000 depending on departure
location).  Any part of the project cost not raised will be
shared equally between all the team members (up to $300
each).

For more information contact Mary Miller at 515-
278-1411 or mary@mid-abc.org.

  In his book, God's Graffiti, Romal Tune weaves his
story of growing up in poverty amid crime and violence
with stories of noted Bible characters that persevered
through challenging situations and turned obstacles into
opportunities through faith.

Youth ministry leaders and Sunday School teachers,
here’s an opportunity for your students.  Judson Press is
hosting the God's Graffiti Youth Essay Contest. The
contest is open to students who are members of American
Baptist churches and youth groups, and who are between
13 and 18 years old.  Essays should explore the theme,
"Who in the Bible is most like me, and why?"

1ST PRIZE $300     2ND PRIZE $200
For entry information and forms log on to

http://godsgraffiti.wordpress.com/.
All entries must be received by October 13, 2013.
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Summer camp 2013 has
come to an end.  Our theme was
“Do Something” based on
Matthew 28:19.  We had 226
campers that attended Dayton
Oaks Camp for summer 2013.
We had 94 campers that either
made a first time commitment
or rededicated their lives to
Christ.  There were three
campers this summer who have
not made any spiritual decision
in their lives.  Please be in
prayer for all our campers, but especially for the three who have not made a decision to follow Jesus Christ.  We are also
very thankful for no emergency room trips this summer.  Praise God!   Thank you to all the parents who allowed their
children to be at summer camp this year, all the volunteers who were willing to take time to bring or pick up campers, and
all the campers for a fantastic summer!  We are looking forward to our retreat season, fall work week, and working on the
summer camp schedule for 2014.  Please friend us on facebook or check our website www.daytonoaks.org for updates.

In Christ Alone,  Matt & Dani Siebert

Westover Baptist Church in Des Moines, IA,
held its annual Vacation Bible School in the evening
during the week of June 24-28th. The program was
called “Big Heart Farms: Where God's Fruit Grows”
and it showcased the seven fruits of the spirit to the
children.  In all, around ten children attended and 13
volunteers and youth gave of their time to help plant
the seeds of character for the children.

In addition to Bible teaching, songs, crafts and fun
food, they also took up a donation for the local food
pantry to "show" some of the fruits.  The amount raised
was $113, with the girls raising more than the boys
after a friendly competition, resulting in a pie in the
face for Jason Godfrey, co-director of  Bible school.
A good time was had by all, ten children went home
with a new knowledge of what a fruit really is, and one
child changed her life completely on the last day by
giving her life to Jesus!

New Providence Baptist Church in Confidence, IA, gets
nearly every family in the church involved in their Vacation
Bible School, either by assisting with the program or by
transporting children.  The VBS offering caught everyone’s
interest: “Kids for Kids”, an International Ministries project
which provides families in Haiti with a baby goat (a kid).

Evelyn Buttz is the "mission lady” who picked “Kids For
Kids” as a project, created the display, and kept it up to date.
For each $50 given, a picture of a goat was placed in the
"pasture" on the display.  A live goat came to visit one
morning.  The kids got to pet the goat and ask questions.
There was enough offering to buy one goat on Monday, one
goat on Tuesday, one goat on Wednesday, one goat on
Thursday and five goats Friday!!  After the VBS Program the
total offering was $712.50.  The church voted to bring the total
up to $750 so that we could buy 15 goats.  Pretty amazing for
a little country church!

Alva Skiles, Pastor
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Carpet Ball Anyone? The campers sit with the summer staff
in one of the carpet ball tables.

Craft Time - Campers work on building bird houses.

Finished bird
houses!

The campers
and one

helper (Erin
Duenwald)

display their
finished

birdhouses on
going home

day.

Our "Paint Chip"
nature scavenger

hunt challenged the
campers to  try to

find items of
different colors in

nature.

First Baptist Church, Waterloo, IA, held a five-week
summer program called “Friends in Fun & Fellowship” (FFF).
With funding from a Matthew 25 grant through American
Baptist Churches USA, the staff and co-directors Bettina Taylor
and Susan Price were able to offer a wide variety of activities
and learning experiences for the children who attended.  Local
businesses and non-profits joined in to make the program a
community affair.

Each week there was a Christian theme such as “God’s
Backyard” or “The Armor of God”.  Breakfast, lunch, and
healthy snacks were provided.  Planting gardens, cooking, and
doing science experiments were part of the program, as were
field trips to Byrnes Park and the Imaginarium.  Worms and
composting, spiders and snakes as God’s creatures, a puppy and
a rabbit and responsibility were all hands-on learning
opportunities.  Popcorn with a movie, and outdoor water games
on a hot day, were fun diversions.
 The program concluded with a carnival and family lunch.
There were 113 children registered for FFF and an average of
47 kids per day.  The all time high was 60 kids on July 3rd!

From an article by Susan Price

Thanks to Jon
Heikes, pastor of

FBC Pella, IA, and
camp pastor at

Forest Lake, for the
photos and

descriptions.

In Vacation Bible School at First Baptist Church,
Anamosa, IA, 34 different children (averaging 25 each
evening) experienced “God’s Backyard Bible Camp -
Under the Stars.” Older teens and adults led the children
in exploring different avenues of serving family,
friends, neighbors, and community. They learned that
by serving all the above, they were really serving Jesus.
The children made a poster to thank the local police
department for keeping our community safe. We visited
our neighbors in the care center, sang for them, and
presented each resident with a flower made during
crafts. Birdhouses were painted for ‘backyard friends’.

A great VBS week ended with a special family night
around the firepit built in memory of Ethel Barker, who
was active in children’s ministry almost up to the time
of her death.  Past participants sitting on Jean Hall’s
memorial bench remembered Jean’s VBS craft-making
skills and the way she gathered up loads of kids in her
station wagon to bring to VBS.  We knew those two
would be looking down on us with joy.

From an article by Lois Terrell
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Decorating a small Christmas tree on
one of the hottest days of the summer
might have seemed ridiculous  to some
but not to the ABW Ministries
participants of First Baptist, Anamosa,
IA.  We’ve been noted for equally silly
practices! Regardless of how it seemed,
this was a well thought out endeavor. We
thought it would be good to help ‘our
family’ (a single mother with four children who we gifted
with a Christmas basket, gifts, and an Easter basket), as
well as other children in need, with the gathering of
school supplies for the coming year. It is almost
unbelievable the cost of these items! ABW Ministries
wanted to share the fun so the whole church became
involved.

Ornaments bearing the names of needed supplies were
added to the tree.  It was fun to see the expressions on the
faces of our congregation members as they noticed the
lighted Christmas tree when they gathered for coffee and
fellowship after worship. It didn’t take long to see the
‘dismantling’ of the ornaments as most became willing
participants. Just another way for our church family to
‘love our neighbors’ and to be the ‘hands and feet of Jesus.’

Lois Terrell

A special project by the
Worship and Service Committee of
the First Baptist Church in Eagle
Grove, IA, this spring was a
Remembrance Tree (photo at left).
Members and friends of the church
decorated a flower with pictures
and names of loved ones, as a way
of remembering and honoring their

deceased family and friends. Over one hundred flowers
were attached to the tree.

A workshop on the ministry of deacons was held at
Altamont Baptist Church, IA. Representatives from
seven churches attended (see photo, above).  Associate
Executive Minister Mary Miller provided leadership.

Meals from the Heartland held their annual packaging
event at the end of August, aided by groups from First
Baptist, Pella, IA, and First Baptist of Greater Des
Moines, IA, who worked in two-hour shifts with thousands of
other volunteers (see photo above, taken at HyVee Hall).
Over the four-day period 5,171,040 meals were packaged,
making this the largest hunger-relief effort in the nation!

We rejoice with First Baptist,
Indianola, IA, in the baptism (right) of
three young adults on Sunday, June 16th.

During the week of July 28 through August 1, 2013, First
Baptist Church of Newton, IA, held “Reach Out”, a local
mission outreach program.  We selected a few places around
our area that needed some work done and formed crews of
volunteers with various skills to complete these tasks.  We
began Sunday morning, July 28th, with breakfast and an early
prayer/devotion service, then departed to our designated work
areas.  We worked till noon then returned to the church for a
lunch provided by the lunch crew ladies of FBC.  We then
returned to the work areas and many of the projects were
completed by mid-afternoon since we had such a great turnout
of workers – over 100 people!

We continued working the following days on the other
projects that needed to be completed.  Some of the work that
was done included painting an entire house, yard work
(trimming many bushes, clearing weeds, etc.), painting steps,
fixing/painting fences, replacing a deck/porch, painting trim
on another house, replacing an area of concrete in a driveway,
installing drywall in a
house, cleaning a house,
and holding a one day
Vacation Bible School at an
apartment complex here in
town.  It was very
rewarding work and we
heard many remarks from
people around town about
seeing groups of us working
in our bright yellow “Reach
Out” shirts.

Congratulations to Tami and Jerry Bertelson, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Boone, IA, who welcomed Clara
Elizabeth Bertelson to their family this summer. Clara came
into the world on July 25th, at 7:47 a.m. - 8lbs 1oz - 20.5 in.
Alina is now a big sister.
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Love Gift Totals as of August 2013
YTD - $9,028.50

Last YTD - $11,605.62

Half of our
contribution to the
Region ABW Project
will go to provide a
daily hot meal for
children at the House
of Blessing (HOB) in

Chiang Mai, Thailand.  The purpose is to provide good
nutrition for the disadvantaged ethnic minority children
served by the HOB.  This project will improve the overall
nutrition and general health of each of the children
attending the HOB, enabling each child to be more
consistent in school attendance and increase their ability to
learn.  The cost for lunch is just 45 cents a day per student,

and $160 will provide a hot
lunch for one child for a
year.

The other half of our
contribution will support
the ministry of the
NightLight Outreach
Center in Thailand.  This
ministry, under the
supervision of American
Baptist missionaries Annie and Jeff Dieselberg, provies
emergency support, educational opportunities, and
economic alternatives for women and children at risk of
human trafficking.

With the beginning of
our ABWM year at hand, our
thoughts turn to plans for the
coming year and how we will
emphasize the new theme “A
Time to Serve” for the next
two years.  The original
theme, “Designed to Serve”,
has been changed due to a
legal issue with another
Christian group who had

trademarked that phrase.  Our theme scripture is leading us
“To equip His people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up…” Ephesians 4:12.

The National Conference of American Baptist Women
was held in Phoenix, AZ, in July with representatives from
our region attending.  The Bible studies led by Adalia
Schellinger-Gutierrez on the theme scripture were so
inspirational with emphasis on serving God, serving others
and serving ourselves to build up the body of Christ.  Serving
Others Encounters included a visit to Rainbow Acres and the
First Institutional Baptist Church’s outreach programs.  The
photo at right shows another Encounter, the White Cross
process using a hands-on approach
to teach the unexperienced.

Fall rallies – Area II has a meet
and greet lunch planned with
retired missionary, Wendy
Bernhardt; Area III will be
meeting October 19th at Forest
Lake;  Area IV – October 5 at
Lorimor with a program director
from Bethel, Rakmi Shaiza; and
Area V will be meeting October 5
in Iowa Falls with mission
emphasis.

Jan Grogan & Bev McCartney
M-ABWM Co-Presidents

Maquoketa First
Baptist ABW hosted a
free, public Rhubarb Fest
on the afternoon of
Sunday, June 9th. The
occasion began in the
sanctuary with a concert
of gospel music by The
Assemblymen from

Rockford, IL. After the concert, everyone was invited to
Fellowship Hall for samples of every-rhubarb-dessert-
known-to-man. Nearly one hundred rhubarb enthusiasts
enjoyed this time of fellowship.

National:
Matt Lungren - Neighborhood Action Center, Billings, MT
Tasha Johnson - Neighborhood Action Center, Dayton, OH
Mang &Nem Sonna - Bethel Neighborhood Center, KC,KS
International:
Annie & Rev. Jeff Dieselberg - Bangkok, Thailand
Kristy Engel - Iberoamerica and the Caribbean
Joel Hoefle & Trish Magal - Chiang Rai, Thailand

Matt & Lori Mann - Southeast Asia
Rev. Ruth Mooney - Costa Rica
Rev. Mario Morales - Bolivia
Rev. Dr. Adalia & Rev. Ray Schellinger -
 Tijuana, Mexico
Emerson & Ivy Wu - Macau
Rev. Dagoberto & Dillia Zelaya - Honduras
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M-ABC QUILTERS’
RETREAT

Dayton Oaks Camp
3717 Taylor Ave.
Dayton, IA 50530

Join other Mid-American Baptist quilters
in a retreat for mission and fellowship!

Work on your own project and
make a pillowcase or two for Rainbow Acres!

Cost for overnight lodging and meals – $85
($90 after October 1)

Limited to 26 participants
Room with a friend

Retreat starts at 1 p.m. Thursday,
ends at 4 p.m. Saturday

Friday - Day trip to Ft. Dodge for lunch
and quilt shops

www.mid-abc.org   – under “Events”
Contacts for info and/or registration form:

515-278-1411 or june@petersclan.net

Many thanks to Larry Graves and
Gary Grogan, who volunteered
their time and energy to replace
multiple ceiling tiles, damaged by
a roof leak, in the M-ABC office
conference room.

Thank
you!

Rev. Timothy Curtiss, most recently serving as
youth pastor of Diamond Hills Baptist Church,
Mansfield, OH, has been named part-time director of
Forest Lake Camp beginning October 1.   Curtiss will
also serve as part-time pastor of Bethany Baptist
Church in Ottumwa, IA.  Look for an article in the
next Communicator that will introduce Curtiss and
his family.


