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Helping with Trash Day,
above.

In Davenport, IA, seven churches are working together
in P.U.N.C.H. - People Uniting Neighbors and Churches.
First Baptist Davenport has been involved in this
ecumenical ministry since its beginning in 2004, along with
Methodist, Catholic, Episcopal, Christian, and Presbyterian
churches as well as another Baptist church.

The coalition has sponsored events such as a
community Easter egg hunt which involved more than 800
participants, and a Thanksgiving community gathering
where 40 volunteers and more than 100 guests enjoyed a
turkey dinner.  Trunk or Treat, held in on the same night in
several of the church parking lots, provided neighborhood
children with a safe place to collect and enjoy Halloween
candy.
 The P.U.N.C.H. neighbor-
hood watch group was
instrumental in helping to shut
down a drug operation, and the
community garden, planted and
tended by volunteers, provides
fresh vegetables which help feed
hungry families.  The Lunch
Buddies program pairs mentors
with students at the Jefferson-
Edison School.  On Trash Day,
neighborhood families brought
junk and old household items to
First Baptist for volunteers to
sort for disposal and recycling,
along with papers for secure
document shredding.  Free
assistance in home winterization
helps lower heating costs for
neighborhood families.
 A free Tae Kwon Do
program is provided by
P.U.N.C.H. twice weekly, and
the coalition has participated in the annual Bix 7, a
Davenport long distance race, by providing refreshments,
fellowship, and music at the event.
 P.U.N.C.H. has been an effective way to promote
healthly relationships in the community.  For more
information, go to the website www.davenportpunch.org.

Participants in the community garden, above;
filling Easter eggs for the hunt, below left;

Thanksgiving dinner, below right.
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The Good Stuff:
This Won't Hurt a Bit

A Gathering for Men
FBC Marshalltown, IA
October 26 - 27, 2012

Led by Rev. Dr. Harry Riggs,
Pastor, FBC Lincoln, NE

Look for registration materials coming soon to your
church or go to

www.mid-abc.org/thegoodstuff
for more information.

This summer has been one for
the record books.  Recent news
reports have said that July was the
hottest month ever in recorded U.S.
history.  Fortunately, it has cooled
down a little as our
children and youth
have headed back to
school and as we
start to gear up

again for the fall in most of our churches.
While the physical heat has subsided, the
other tensions and heat of our world have
not.

Over the past summer, we have read
about premeditated shootings, civil wars
overseas, and renewed fighting in
countries where US troops are stationed. We have also
been bombarded with the political attacks that seem to
have become part of the election cycle. All these things
have increased the tensions that we face day to day.

I believe that we as Christians have a special ministry
in a time such as this. Our churches should be places of
refuge from the craziness that surrounds us. We should
not ignore what is happening in the world, but we should

provide safe places of understanding and hope. Far too
often we have allowed ourselves to be sucked into the
divisiveness that is so prevalent in our world, rather than
offering a place where we can listen to and support one
another, even when we do not agree.

In scripture we are instructed that "You shall not take
vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people,

but you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: I am the Lord." ( Leviticus
19:18). If we could show the world
that the church is a place where this is
lived out, I believe that we would see
many who would want to be part of
such a community.

Unfortunately, the common
perception of the church is often just
the opposite of this vision. The church
is portrayed as a place of polarization
and hatred. We need to work at

counteracting this false impression by living and speaking
the love of Christ to one another and to the world. If we
do this, we can then create the communities where people
can come for refuge and, in doing so, encounter the living
Christ.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Reverend Dr. Debora Jackson of Auburndale, MA has
been named as Executive Director of the Ministers Council.
Jackson comes to the Ministers Council well qualified.  She
has her Bachelor of Science in Business from Indiana
University; Master of Science, Management and a Master
of Engineering, Manufacturing Engineering, both from
Worcester Polytechnic Institute; she received her Master of
Divinity and Doctorate of Ministry both from Andover
Newton. She has served in the corporate world as a “C-
level” executive with a keen ability to quickly amass
information in order to develop strategies that yield results.
 Jackson brings to the council proven experience as a
strong visionary leader. She has demonstrated her ability to
empower organizations to discern their vision and bring that
vision to fruition. Finally, she is a powerful communicator,
graduating from Andover Newton having been awarded the
distinguished, “Outstanding Preaching Award.” Most
recently she has served as the Senior Pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Needham, MA.

 More information can be found on the American
Baptist News Service website.

It's time for the Roger Williams Inn at Green Lake,
WI, to be refurbished, and help is needed during the
weeks of Sept. 17 and 24.  Volunteers will be provided
with housing and food, and may stay for all or part of
those weeks.  Whether you are a professional carpenter,
painter, dry wall finisher, or a willing learner, your help
will be appreciated.  Some outdoor work  - gardening,
trail clearing - will also be needed.  There will be no
weekend work so volunteers will be free to enjoy the
American Baptist Assembly grounds, including
complimentary passes to the golf course.  For more
information, call the Green Lake office at 920-294-3323.
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Members of the mission team, above,
count out Labels for Education.
At right, playing games helped

mission team members connect with
the children. Below, team members

work to fix a door.

Nine members of Waterloo First Baptist spent a week at Murrow Indian
Children’s Home in Muskogee, Oklahoma, August 6 through 11.  Yes, it was very
hot the first two days but several of the jobs kept us inside where the air was cool.
Items done were restoring order to the supply and resource rooms in the
administration building,  counting out Labels for Education and putting them in
envelopes of 100,  fixing door knobs and doors, painting one wall of a girls’ room,
putting up “no trespassing” signs, repairing a tractor engine, making some shelving,
and repairing furniture.

But our main reason for going was to build
relationship with the kids and staff.  Each afternoon
kids from the three cottages came to our cottage for
a mini-Bible School.  We shared Bible stories, sang
songs, did a craft, played a game and gave them a
treat before sending them back to their homes.
These children gave a little more of themselves each
time we met but we decided that inviting them and
their caregivers over for supper might help us to
even get closer. It would also give the whole team a

chance to interact with them.  The children certainly didn’t have a problem eating
the grilled hot dogs and hamburgers and were happy to play games afterward.  The
last day we asked if they had any prayer requests and many did which were put on
an outline of their hand.  Now we have an even greater way to stay connected
through prayer.

It was a week well spent, a time of building relationships with very needy
children, and now a time to share about this very special mission.

Marcia Street

Sunday, July 29th,
the First Baptist Church,
St. Paul, MN, celebrated
the 165th Anniversary of
the arrival of founder
Harriet Bishop to St.
Paul. The day began with
320 people gathered at
Harriet Island (named
after Harriet
Bishop). We
boarded a
riverboat and
retraced the last
leg of Harriet’s
journey up the
Mississippi
River.  On
board the boat,
Golden Meir,
dressed in a
period costume, described Harriet’s
life and first days in St. Paul. A
picnic lunch capped off the event.

As part of the
Judson Bicenten-
nial, 350 people from
the First Baptist
Church of St. Paul,
First Karen Baptist
Church, Ebenezer
Karen Baptist, Karen
Trinity Baptist Church, and First Burma Christ Church
worshipped together outdoors at the park directly in front of
FBC. We recalled the early life, the commissioning as

missionaries and the sending of Ann and Adoniram Judson from
Massachusetts to Burma. Singing groups from all the churches performed in
this festive event. A Karen lunch was served in the church courtyard.
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Now that we’ve finished our summer camp season, we are already preparing for the
2013 summer camp season.  We are grateful to all the churches who sent campers.  We are
also thankful for all the un-churched campers we had this summer.  God has been sending
His wounded & lost to His camp.  We are privileged  to be His camp ambassadors.  Praise
God for all the camp volunteers who are willing to give up vacation or free time to spend
teaching others about Jesus!  We say this every time, but we would not be able to continue
this ministry without our volunteers; you and the campers are at the heart of God’s ministry
here at Dayton Oaks.  We can think of nothing that has a better payback than investing in
youth and teaching them about God and His Son Jesus.
  We have some new projects going on at Dayton Oaks.  Our new cabin has all the
materials to finish the outside structure.  Now the volunteer work crew will be able to

complete the outside structure of the
cabin.  Cabin 6 has been repaired from
the spring fire & was able to be used
during Camp on the Rock.  Pictures
will be in the next quarterly newsletter.
Thank you summer staff (& their kids)
for all your help on Cabin 6 scrubbing
soot, painting, replacing paneling, and
building new bunk beds.  Adult
summer camp may be in the future . . .
details will follow.
    God is working here at Dayton Oaks.
And we pray that you are led to work
for the Lord whether at camp, church,
school, or in your daily activities.

In Christ,
Matt & Dani Siebert
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Camping has made its
return from “The Wilderness”
at Forest Lake.  The camp
program saw an increase of
campers for 2012 from the
prior years with over 110
campers attending through the
summer weeks.  At the
suggestion of the Camp
Ministry Team, each camp
incorporated the theme of
“God in the Wilderness.”

This year the 3rd and 4th
grade camp and 5th and 6th
grade camp were held at the
same time, for better stewardship of the camp facilities.  With 32 campers we became one
people of many tribes, selecting names from the tribes of Israel for cabin groups.  Each day
highlighted a Bible person who had experienced God in a wilderness setting.  From Noah’s
water wilderness to Jesus in the Judean wilderness, we discovered the presence of God in
spiritual relationship, despite our running from God, and in His forgiveness and opportunity
to accept His love.
      We grew in our experience with
God in a hike and overnight tent
camping at Pioneer Camp, and star
gazing with Gary Morrison.  We
wrote songs to praise God with
Pastor Chris Paul.  We learned
how God shapes us, like the potter
molds the clay, with Kathleen
Skagen of Fairfield.
      The camp program is very
much alive and well at Forest
Lake, and eagerly anticipating new
adventures for the 2013 season.

Rev. Dale Thomas

Thanks to Jane Dingemann and
Jon Heikes for use of their photos.
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Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:
Mapleton, United Church

In Iowa:
Council Bluffs, Walnut Grove Baptist

Grinnell, First Baptist
Indianola, First Baptist
Knoxville, First Baptist

Ottumwa, Bethany Baptist

Bethany Baptist Church in Ottumwa, IA, started a
clothes closet and food pantry with a Clark grant and a lot
of prayer. The ongoing ministry is taxing the resources  of
this smaller ABC congregation as they have already
ministered to well over 1100 families this year. The weekly
food pantry shares food with 50-70 families per week which
often represents as many as 230 individuals. About a dozen
workers prepare food bags on Tuesdays and distribute them
on Wednesdays. Please pray for these ministering to a
needy community.          Rev. Tom Wheeler, interim pastor

First Baptist
Church of Maquoketa,
IA, recently worked
with other community
groups in a "Back to
School Share Fair” as
part of the missional
church learning exper-
ience. Working together,
we were able to serve over 300 people that day.  We gave
out supplies, had games and many prizes.

A special celebration was held Sunday, August 26th, to
mark the church’s 170th anniversary. The celebration
focused on a reflection of the past and present church,
which was organized August 31st, 1842, when 14 people
met in a home west of Maquoketa, IA.

Individuals who have made an impact on First Baptist
Church and its congregation were honored during worship
and during the potluck dinner which followed the service.

Nancy Wheeler was originally licensed 5 years ago
by FBC of Fort Morgan, CO. First Baptist Church of
Indianola, IA, updated her license to preach  for another
5 years at a church picnic held June 24th at the Isaak
Walton Center, Indianola.  Above right, Homer Ford is
seen presenting the license.  Nancy and her husband Tom
are currently serving as Interim Pastors at Bethany
Baptist Church of Ottumwa, Iowa.

Rev. Mary Miller has begun her ministry as
Associate Executive Minister of Mid-American
Baptist Churches. Invite her to your church by emailing
her at mary@mid-abc.org or calling 515-278-1411.

We extend our
sympathy to Paul Brown,
pastor of First Baptist
Church, Osage, IA, in the
death of his wife, Joan.

Our sympathy also goes out to Diana Holland, pastor
of Altamont Baptist Church, Harlan, IA, in the death
of her father.

Congratulations to Saul Lu, associate pastor  at
First Baptist Church, St.
Paul, MN, who is now an
American citizen.  He was
sworn in as a citizen on June
24th.  The US Citizen classes
he took at FBC helped him to
achieve this dream.

M
C
L
E

issional

hurch

earning

xperience

Glynis LaBarre,
pictured at left,
came to our
region in June to
meet with repre-
sentatives from
several Mid-AB
churches, to
encourage them
in their missional
church learning
experience.
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Wow, what a summer of
gaining new information at
conferences and a mission
trip which helped keep my

mind off the heat.  What a wonderful time of reconnecting
with women and girls at our conference in Waverly. We
were inspired by our Bible study leader, Rev. Dr. Barb
Reid, who gave us new insights into our theme scriptures,
and missionary Annie Deiselberg’s stories about women
who have been trafficked.  Thanks to all the workshop
leaders, and Dianne Souder and Rev. Dr. Barb Reid,
conference co-chair.

The National Women’s Conference
was a blessed time to learn, share and
grow in better understanding of where
American Baptist Women’s Ministries
is heading.  Rev. Christine A. Smith
shared her vision of COTAAN, the prison aftercare
program for women and girls. We were inspired by the
stories from clergy women who heard the call to ministry,
and by two South African ladies who shared about their
women’s work.  Missionary Anita Gutierrez shared about
health care work in Zululand, and Lois Olmstead, our
keynote speaker, shared stories of God’s grace and the joy
of walking with God.

Virginia Holstrom, ABWM Executive Director, shared
our needs as an organization.  Over  $1,000 a day is needed
in order to meet the budget.  The four women who receive
salaries are sharing one office which means that they are
having to do some of that work at home. We heard of other
ways they are cutting costs. Now it is our turn to respond.

We need more Vital Partners; Mid-America has eight.
This means giving at least $120 a year.  We need churches
to put ABWM National Support in their budgets.

There is a booklet being compiled on fund raising
activities.  If you have an activity that has worked for you
please send me the information.  Women have promoted
Love Gift for years, which kept ABC organizations going.
Now it is our turn to put our energies in keeping AB
Women’s Ministries alive and well.  Please be in prayer on
how God is going to use you to make that happen.

Another  amazing bit of news from the national board:
they voted not to replace the coordinators of personal
development, mission and service, community and church,
and love gift when their term ends.  This does not mean
that regions or states need to follow this pattern.  The

board felt these leadership roles can be
met in other ways.

We will still receive White Cross
requests, as Victoria Goff and Chris
Marziale will continue to send
information to our states and regions.

The Leader’s Reader will take on a new look, more like a
newsletter that will also be available in print form as well
as online.  The website will continue to be a major source
of information.

Mid-America AB Women’s Ministries Board  will be
meeting September 22 and will be looking at ways we can
make changes that will better serve our needs.  I thank God
for women who are willing to serve on the region board
and that all the offices have been filled. I thank God for
each of you who continue to promote and give to ABWM.
May this be a special year for each of you.

Love, Joy and Peace,
Marcia Street

ABWomen’s Ministry President, M-ABC

Love Gift Totals as of July, 2012
YTD - $10,545.98

Last YTD - $8,139.87

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

September 28-30
C2R4 Retreat for Young Adult Women

September 29
Area IV Fall Rally, Westover Baptist, Des Moines IA

October 5-6
Mid-American Baptist Churches

Biennial Gathering
FBC Waterloo, IA

October (date to be announced)
Area V Fall Rally, Eagle Grove, IA

October 20
Area III Fall Rally, Forest Lake Camp

November 5
Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer

Bethel Neighborhood Center is our 2012-2013
Region Project for Mid-American Baptist Women’s
Ministries.  Bethel has been serving downtown Kansas
City for over 100 years.  The Center was originally
founded to serve underprivileged immigrants that worked
in the meat packing plants of the West Bottoms. To this
day Bethel continues to work with various races and
nationalities to bridge the multiple ethnic and economic
boundaries in the community.  The Healthy Lifestyles
program focuses on increasing access to primary health
care, preventing diabetes and chronic disease, and
learning how to self-manage health issues as they arise.
Our region goal is $5,000 towards this health initiative.

The Global Mission Study Guide for 2012-2013 will
center on those women who have received "The Call" to
ministry in Japan.  The study guide is free and may be
ordered by calling Judson Press, 1-800-222-3872, ext.
2038.
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Biennial Gathering
Mid-American Baptist

Churches
October 5 - 6, 2012
FBC Waterloo, IA

Celebrating Our Past:
Looking to Our Future
Celebrating the 200th

Anniversary of the sailing of
the Judsons to Burma

Keynote Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Stan Slade

IM Global Consultant for
Theological Education

Look for registration materials coming soon
to your church or go to

www.mid-abc.org/biennial for more information

A Weekend for Women
October 12-13

FBC, Marshalltown, IA
You are invited to a weekend of Sabbath rest with
fellow travelers on the highway of life.  We will
relax, worship, enjoy opportunities for fellowship,

and discover how Jesus can help us sort through our
bags, allowing us to leave our “baggage” behind.

www.mid-abc.org/reststop


