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Greetings in the name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ!  How delighted
I am to be called to serve as your new
Associate Executive Minister.  I am
looking forward to the opportunity to get
to know you all, and the churches that
make up this great region.

I have a great love for the local
church, deepened through 23 years of
pastoral experience in churches both
urban and rural.  Even in these times of
great change, I find such excitement and

opportunity.  I believe that people are seeking to be part of
authentic communities of faith that are engaged in
meaningful ministry for Jesus Christ.   I am looking
forward to coming alongside our leaders and churches in
a spirit of partnership, to help provide the encouragement
and resources to help each fulfill their potential in ministry
for our Lord.

I have special training and experience in the area of
church conflict management.  While this can be an
uncomfortable topic for many, it is also a vital part of
helping churches become healthy communities,
empowered for effective mission in the name of Jesus
Christ.

I have a passion for missions and a belief in the power
of hands-on service to transform the lives of everyone
involved.   I love to experience the ways that the gospel of
Jesus Christ crosses cultural boundaries and builds bridges
in His name.   In 2011, I had the opportunity to travel to
Nicaragua on a mission experience with our American
Baptist missionaries and I look forward to more such
adventures in the future.

My family includes my husband Tom, who is a school
teacher and a wonderful musician.  My older daughter
Anna is a sophomore at Miami University of Ohio, and my
younger daughter Grace is a sophomore in high school.

I am looking forward to meeting you all and hearing
the stories of what God is doing in your lives and churches!

Mary Miller

Rev. Mary Miller has been called to serve as the
new Associate Executive Minister of Mid-
American Baptist Churches.  Rev. Miller has 23
years of experience as an American Baptist pastor,
serving congregations in urban and rural settings.

In addition to pastoral ministry, Rev. Miller has
served as Coordinator of the Conflict Management
Network for ABC of Ohio and has been on the
faculty of their Lay Pastor Training Program,
teaching conflict management and ethics.  While
serving in Indiana, Rev. Miller was a Field
Education Supervisor for Christian Theological
Seminary.

Leadership positions held within the American
Baptist family include serving on the National
Ministries Small Church Team, Women in Ministry and
Minister's Council in ABC of Indiana, the Ohio Baptist
Education Society, and camping ministries in both
Indiana and Ohio.  Rev. Miller has a strong commitment
to American Baptist missions, and last spring led a team
of sixteen on a mission trip to serve with ABC
missionaries in Nicaragua.

For the past 12 years, Rev. Miller has served First
Baptist Church of Fredericktown, Ohio, as pastor.

A Letter from Your New Associate
Executive Minister
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   This is a time of change within
our life as Mid-American Baptist
Churches.  Our natural tendency as
humans is to be fearful of change.
However, change can also bring
about the possibility of new
beginnings and the
ensuing excitement.  I
believe that we can

truly celebrate the changes that are taking
place.

As you have already seen announced in
this edition of ‘The Communicator’, we are
pleased to welcome Rev. Mary Miller to our
Region as the new Associate Executive
Minister.  We had a total of 17 applicants for
this position and it was clear from the
beginning that Mary would be one of the
leading candidates.  Through the search and
interview process, the committee was
impressed by her experience and giftedness.
As Mary begins her ministry with us in
mid-August, please join with me in making her feel
welcome to our Region.  She will have a learning curve
as she gets to know churches and individuals.  You can
help her along in this process by inviting her to your
church in the coming months.

In August, Iowa Religious Media Services will be

moving to share space with us in our office.  We are glad
to be able to help support IRMS in this way as they
continue their ministry on our behalf in the areas of media
and Christian education.  It will be good to have all of our
office space being used productively in ministry.

Changes are also taking place in the wider American
Baptist family.  The structure that was approved at the
ABC Biennial in Puerto Rico has now been placed into
effect.  We all know that simply changing structure does

not accomplish much.   However, in this
case, people throughout the ABC have
seized on this as a new beginning.  At each
denominational gathering I have been a part
of this year, I and my colleagues have sensed
a new atmosphere and a new moving of the
Holy Spirit in our midst.  As we move
towards the ABC Biennial/Mission Summit
to be held in Overland Park, Kansas next
June, I am excited about the direction in
which we are headed.

What changes are taking place in your
congregation?  I would urge you not to be
fearful of whatever changes you might be
facing.  Rather, use this as an opportunity to
see what exciting things Christ has in store

for you in a new future.  It is up to us to either use change
in a positive or a negative way.  Let us stay faithful to our
call and use change to further build Christ’s kingdom.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Below is an excerpt from a letter to M-ABC pastors,
written by Ruth Yeaton, President of the Mid-American
Minister’s Council:

When I first came to this region there were five Area
Ministers and each of them made an effort to know and
support the pastors in their area.  Then staff reductions
brought that down to fewer and fewer and more part-time
positions.

Now there are no area ministers and the miles between
us are still the same. Here is the main point.  You never
know when you are going to really need a listening ear, a
bit of wise counsel and a sounding board in a tough
situation.
 I have been so grateful for the opportunity to know and
work with a number of pastors and region staff and they
have literally helped me survive as a local church pastor.
 So here is the good, good news.  Eugene Allen, Gary
Grogan, Bob Nelson and Sonya Van Dusseldorp have
volunteered to be mentoring pastors for us.  They are
available to listen, suggest and support.

Dave Glavin started us with the Pastor-to-Pastor
program and this is another step in the direction of helping

pastors stay connected.  Thank you, Eugene, Gary, Bob
and Sonya. Thank you, Dave.  Thank you, Executive
Minister, Marshall Peters, for your efforts as well.

So please file this information away and take
advantage as needed of these support persons.  They will
not call you.  You will initiate the conversation.  They are
ready to help.

Here is the contact information:
� Eugene Allen

 970 Swift St.  Shakopee, MN  55379
 (952) 445-4381       allenmn@aol.com

� Gary Grogan
 918 43rd St West Des Moines, IA 50265
 (515) 223-1370      garygrogan@aol.com

� Bob Nelson
 920 17th St., Marion, IA 52302
 (319) 377-9388       kaynbob@gmail.com

� Sonja Van Dusseldorp
 402 E. 3rd  Pella,  IA 50219
 (641) 628-3747     sonjavand@iowatelecom.net
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With spring’s arrival and Easter on its heels, Doug and
Lynnette Murphy of First Baptist Church, Clinton, Iowa,
couldn’t pick a more appropriate time or way to continue
what they began months ago—that is, to share the promise
of new life in Jesus Christ by taking chicken hatchlings to
visit residents of local long-term care facilities.

Last summer, the Murphys, who raise chickens, had
just purchased day-old fowl at a hatchery, when they were
inspired to take two of them along on a visit to a local
facility. During the 3½-hour visit, Lynnette’s mother,
pushed in a wheelchair, held the chicks in
a box and made rounds to residents on
three floors.

“The response we received was more
than we could have hoped for.  Word of
the baby chicks spread throughout the
building, and we had residents waiting for
our visit. Everyone had a story about
raising chickens or being raised on a farm
with chickens,” says Doug. “Now, it is
nine months later, and, as we walk through

the halls, we hear residents asking, ‘How are those
chickens doing? How many eggs today?’ They may not
remember our names or all the other events that we
participated in, but they all know us as ‘those people with
the baby chicks.’”

Along with others from First Baptist, the Murphys had
participated in the Missional Church Learning Experience
(MCLE), an American Baptist Home Mission Societies
(ABHMS) initiative that encourages congregations to look
for mission opportunities within their own neighborhoods.

“This encounter happened because
MCLE taught the Murphys to look for
Christ-loving ways to interact with the
community,” says the Rev. Glynis LaBarre,
ABHMS’ transformation strategist, who
arranges churches into regional learning
cohorts and guides them through the MCLE
process.

Says Doug: “Just think of how many
relationships will be built, using the love of
Jesus and a few baby chicks.”

Rev. Glynis LaBarre, transformation strategist with American Baptist
Home Mission Societies, met with regional church teams in early June as
participants continued their experience in learning how to become missional
churches.  Teams from Clinton, Fairfield, Grinnell, Maquoketa, Marion, and
Mt. Pleasant met together as pictured at right to report progress and encourage
each other in partnering with their communities in missional outreach.  The
churches will gather again in October to celebrate their new ministries.

Iowa Religious Media Services (IRMS) is announcing a new partnership with the Mid-American Baptist Churches when
IRMS moves to shared space later this summer.
 "This arrangement will benefit both of us," said IRMS Executive Director Sharon E. Strohmaier. "In these times,
denomination and individual church dollars are increasingly precious. Sharing space and amenities will allow us both to

provide even better stewardship of our financial and educational
resources."
 "We're looking forward to this new partnership," said Mid-American
Baptist Executive Minister Marshall Peters. "Iowa Religious Media
Services is a vital resource for our churches and we were only utilizing
half of the space we own. To fill that space with such a dynamic
denominational resource is a plus for us and IRMS's five other
covenanting denominations."
 In addition to the Mid-American Baptist Region, IRMS serves the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Upper Midwest, the
Episcopal Diocese of Iowa, the Synod of Lakes and Prairies
Presbyterian Church (USA), the Iowa Conference of the United Church
of Christ, and the Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church, providing churches theologically solid, professionally
produced media resources for Christian education for all ages,
worship, spiritual growth and healing, as well as strategies for effective
use of those resources.

Marshall Peters, left, appreciated the assistance of
Bryan Peters, Homer Ford, and Larry Graves in

moving heavy furniture around in preparation for the
newly distributed office space.
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First Baptist Church of
Keokuk, IA, adopted the
elementary school across the
street from their church last year.
They told God besides praying
for the staff and students daily,
the church was open to any ways
God felt they could get more
involved in showing how much
HE cares about all of them.

Since that time, clothes have
been donated, messages on our
church sign have been put up
from time to time encouraging
the school and staff, and supplies have been donated to the
school as well.

Recently it became apparent to the  church that a
program the local school district was just starting, called
Backpack Weekend Program, really needed some help.
The idea behind this program is to send home on extended
weekends such as Parent-Teacher Conferences, Spring
break, etc. a bag of nutritious snack items with any student
who needed one.

The school district's first need was a place large
enough to unload the supplies and package the bags and
prepare them for distribution since the school buildings’

space is used all day. First Baptist decided
to step in and help. Their Christian
Education building was a perfect match
and a partnership was begun.  First they
picked up the pallets of food at the store
and unloaded them at the church. Next a
group of 15 packed the bags, and got
them ready for distribution to the
students.  The church is planning on
assisting the program in the future
financially as well. This church is excited
to see what else the Lord has in store!

Tim Patterson, Backpack Coordinator

First Baptist Church of
Red Oak, IA, moved into
their new church building
and celebrated their first
worship service on March
18, 2012.  Marshall Peters,
Executive Minister of Mid-
American Baptist Churches,
dedicated the building at
morning worship.
    The building, a former Lutheran church, was purchased in
December.  Eight weeks of work included remodeling old
Sunday School rooms to accommodate a secretary and pastor's
office, a nursery, and a new Sunday school room, and also
transforming the sanctuary into a new worship center with
baptistry, sound system, media system, and new seating.  There
are plans for an addition to the building in the coming months
which will include a bigger nursery, kitchen, a youth room, and
another Sunday school room. The building sits on four and a half
acres of property which will allow for future growth,
    The building was purchased through the assistance of the
American Baptist Extension Corporation. Many thanks to Larry
Graves for his assistance in helping us obtain the loan.

First Baptist was incorporated in 1856 and this is the third
building in its history.  Len Taylor is the pastor.

There will be a farewell reception for Rev.
Homer Ford on Sunday, July 8 from 2:00-4:00
p.m. at First Baptist Church, 200 E. 1st Ave.,
Indianola, IA.  Please join us in wishing Homer
well.

Our sympathies in the passing of Rev. Art
Anderson in early April.   Rev. Anderson served
a number of churches during his ministry.  After
his retirement from First Baptist Church in Eagle
Grove, IA, he served eight different M-AB
churches as an Interim Minister.

On June 3rd, the First Baptist Church of Des
Moines, Johnston, IA, installed Dr. Tim
Deatrick as pastor and celebrated the recognition
of his ordination, with Dr. Marshall Peters
participating in the service.  Dr. Deatrick began his
ministry at FBC/DSM on January 2, 2012.

The Renwick Baptist Church, IA, celebrated
the recognition of ordination and installation of
Rev. David Smith on June 10, 2012. They also
celebrated the licensing of Dawn Smith as a lay
minister for the deaf, children’s ministries, and
music. Dr. Marshall Peters participated in the
service on behalf of the Region.
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Eight members of the First Baptist Church of Ames,
IA, went on a spring break mission trip to work with the
Morgan-Scott Project in Deer Lodge, Tennessee.
Supported by churches of several denominations,
Morgan-Scott works to improve the spiritual, emotional,
and physical welfare of low income families in Morgan
and Scott counties in Tennessee.

The group left
Ames on March 10.
Along the way, we
drove past beautiful
horse farms with
miles of white fences
and fabulous homes.
We saw green grass,
budding trees, and
forsythia and
daffodils in bloom.
We “accidentally”
drove right through

Cumberland Falls State Park in Kentucky, and stopped to
see the falls.  Deer Lodge is a very small town in the
Cumberland Mountains and we enjoyed spectacular
scenery all week, including a day in the Smoky Mountains.

Along with scenes of natural beauty, we saw scenes of
poverty and many dilapidated houses.   Eighty percent of
students at the local school were on free or reduced price
lunches, and Scott County has the highest unemployment
rate in the state.  Thirty percent of homes are substandard
or overcrowded.

During the week, we worked building a wheelchair
ramp for a woman named Edith.  She is mostly confined
to a wheelchair and her family had been carrying her in
and out of the house.  She was so appreciative of our
efforts and just radiated joy and love.  Along with building
the ramp, our members of our group worked in the thrift
store and food distribution ministries of Morgan-Scott.

Team members included Buck and Marilyn Peterson,
Andrew Perrine, Michelle Leininger, Barbara Woods, and
Dave, Susan, and Zoe Russell. The group had a great time
and felt that they had learned a lot and made a difference.

National American Baptist
Youth Gathering
July 24-28, 2012

Join other youth from across the nation
for a week-long gathering that is

Spiritual . . . Missional . . . Reflective . . .
Connective . . . Experiential . . . And Fun!
http://www.abhms-immerse2012.org/#!

  When you pick up a hammer, wrench or paint brush
this summer and join American Baptist Home Mission
Societies (ABHMS) at “Here Until the Work is Done VI”
Ecumenical Work Week in New Orleans, you’ll not only
be fixing buildings but also restoring homes, churches,
communities and lives. Volunteer for all or part of the
week of Aug. 5-11, 2012, and stand with ABHMS as it
continues its commitment to rebuild the Gulf Coast seven
years after Hurricane Katrina.

Activities include painting, laying sheet rock, cutting
grass and running errands. Neither construction skills nor
training is required. Unskilled volunteers will be
supervised by skilled workers.

The week will also include opportunities for worship
with people of faith from across the United States.

Individuals and groups of all ages are invited to
participate.

For additional information, please contact Victoria
Goff by phone at 800-222-3872, x2449, or e-mail
Victoria.Goff@abhms.org.

Please be aware that the registration and skills-
assessment forms must be completed and returned to
ABHMS by July 6.

Join a new generation of American Baptist women
seeking fellowship and Sabbath for

"Rest Stop: A Weekend for Women!"
Mark your calendars for October 12-13 and join us at

FBC Marshalltown, IA.
More information and online registration at

www.mid-abc.org/reststop
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In January 2012, the Baptist Peace Fellowship of
North America (BPFNA) and Palmer Theological
Seminary (formerly Eastern Baptist Theological
Seminary) co-sponsored a traveling course titled
Ministry on the Borderline.  The class was focused on a
nine-day immersion experience in Tijuana, Mexico, in
which students observed, assessed and experienced some
of the realities of an urban, multicultural setting located
on the Mexican-US border.

Some of the issues highlighted were creating
understanding across barriers of language, religious and
cultural differences; deepening awareness of the many
forces that drive people across the border (with or
without legal papers); and appreciating the function of
family/community and the dynamics of violence when
those safety nets collapse.

Dr. Mayra Picos-Lee of the seminary served as the
professor.  BPFNA Program Coordinator LeDayne
McLeese Polaski and BPFNA member [and American
Baptist missionary] Ray Schellinger also served as group
leaders.  Eight students from two seminaries [Palmer and
Central Baptist Seminary] participated.  All judged the
experience to be deeply worthwhile, and the BPFNA will
continue to pursue offering January Term immersion
experiences for seminarians annually.

Excerpt from BPFNA’s Peace Point, Vol. 2 No. 2 May 2012

The Fellowship of American Baptist Musicians
Conference for Church Musicians will be held July 14-21
at the beautiful Green Lake Conference Center in
Wisconsin. Workshops are designed to further educate
and train those involved in church music leadership and
work with nationally and internationally renowned
clinicians in both ensemble and workshop settings. For
more information go to www.fabm.com.  You may also
call Carol Teare, Pastor at First Baptist, Waterloo if you
have any questions.

Please be in prayer for these churches
seeking pastoral leadership:

In Minnesota:
Mapleton, United Church

In Iowa:
Council Bluffs, Walnut Grove Baptist

Grinnell, First Baptist
Indianola, First Baptist
Knoxville, First Baptist

Ottumwa, Bethany Baptist

October 5 & 6, 2012
Celebrating Our Past:  Looking to Our

Future
FBC Waterloo, Iowa

Biennial gathering of Mid-American
Baptist Churches

The two Adaptive Challenge Teams within our
Region have completed their work.  Each Team took a
ministry challenge and examined it to find the underlying
adaptive challenge that we face.  Our two teams focused
on the ministry challenges of 'doing ministry outside the
walls of the church' (led by Larry Graves) and
'developing gifted congregation leaders' (led by Barb
Reid).  We thank these leaders and their teams for all of
the work they put into examining these topics and
identifying the adaptive challenge.  A report on their
work, as well as the reports of all the teams from across
the ABC can be found at www.mid-abc.org/files.

The next step in this process will be to form Action
Learning Teams that will conduct experiments in these
two areas, based on the adaptive challenge that has been
identified.  We will be forming these teams in the coming
months.  If you are interested in being part of this next
stage, please email Marshall Peters at exec@mid-abc.org
and let him know which of the two topics you are
interested in pursuing.

Marshall Peters, Executive Minister
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What joy  springtime gives us
and now the wonderful rains to
replenish the earth.  Spring also
means rallies.  A big thanks go

to our area presidents and host church folk for making our five
area spring rallies such a success with 160 in attendance and
raising $3172 for Ray and Adalia’s support.  Ray Schellinger’s
stories about the women certainly put a face on the ministry at
Deborah House in Tijuana, Mexico.  He also gave a clearer
understanding how our $5000  region project  will help with
their sewing projects.
 Missionary Annie Dieselberg, our ABW Conference
speaker, shared about a program on National Geographic
exposing the Uzbek human trafficking gang.  Annie was a part
of the rescue effort.  Speaking of the conference, I do hope
you’re a part of the 100 plus attending. We are excited to have
two AB GIRLS National Leadership Team members, Ashley
Young (youth from Illinois) and Becky Howard (adult from
Nebraska) come and lead our girls during fellowship and
workshop time.
 Our designed mission study theme, “Prison After-Care and
Healing Communities for Women,” is a great way to learn
about the needs of women who come out of prison. I know
some of you have given to the COTAAN Project that was
started by the Covenant Baptist Church in Ohio for women
who have come out of prison.  About $5000 has been sent and
$20,000 more is much needed.  Please go to the Leaders’
Reader for more information which can be found at this
website, www.abwministries.org.
 “Are you connected?” asks LaKeeyna Cooper, our
national coordinator of Young Adult Women’s Ministries.
Have you connected with a woman at least 10 to 15 years
younger?  What a wonderful thing for both of you and a great
way to share what is meaningful to you like AB Women’s
Ministries and the national projects helping women in abusive
situations.
 The White Cross update from Chris Marziale states
65.81% of the requested $24,000 for the DR Congo has been
received from Mid-America.  If your circle has not sent in their
money please do so now.  Thanks to all who have sent in their
White Cross reports to Marlene Hess.
 I am looking forward to going on my first ABHMS tour
with ten ladies which will take us to Alaska.  We will be
visiting eight sites where Baptist work is being done and doing
a little hands on, especially in Kodiak.  Thanks for your
prayers and I will be glad to share about the trip when I return.
(Editor’s note: The Alaska tour has been completed - go to:
http://2012missionencountertoalaska.wordpress.com for
postings from the participants about their experiences.)
  Thanks for all you do to make AB Women’s Ministries
vital!            Love, Joy and Peace,

 Marcia Street
M-ABWomen’s Ministries President

Love Gift Totals as of May 2012
YTD - $7,304.94

Last YTD - $6,655.37

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

FREE EQUIPMENT

    Most of us would never admit to being the least bit
superstitious, would we?  So when an intense, nasty
rain made our drives to Area ll Spring Rally in
Waterloo, April 13th, a little complicated, we took it
in stride and persevered.  Even though the fickle sun
refused to shine till the day was over, everyone and
everything felt God’s great light inside Waterloo First
Baptist.  Forty women joined in song, prayer and
fellowship and were blessed. Pastor Carol Teare
shared her wonderful gift of music with us.

No doubt about it, the highlight of the day was
Ray Schellinger from Deborah’s House.  For those of
us who had never met Ray before, we felt we had
made a new, good friend.  Ray’s personal testimony
as to how the ministry of Deborah’s House began and
the stories he told were inspiring and touched us all.
He made our region project very personal to each of
us and gave us a new sense of how important our
dedication, as an area, is to its success.
     Yes, ABWMinistries is alive and well in Area ll!
After a great Spring Rally, our attention is turned to
June 22 and 23, when we will gather in Waverly with
our sisters throughout the region. We look forward to
another time of fellowship, learning and blessings.

     Lois Terrell, Area ll President

The Region office has the following equipment to
give to a church that can make use of it.  Call Becky
Wallace at the Region office if you are interested.
� AV stand (42"H, 18"D, 24"W)
� 19" Symphonic TV w/VCR
� Portable overhead projector
� Rolling paper storage stand w/two large rolls of

paper
� Panasonic VHS video camera & portable VHS

recorder
� AB Dick paper folder
� Scriptomatic address machine
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International Ministries is pleased to announce an
opportunity to double your gifts to support ABC
missionaries.  A challenge fund has been established
thanks to generous major gifts from the Luther Rice
Society (LRS) members.

From May 18 through July 31, 2012, LRS members
invite YOU to make an extra contribution over and above
your regular giving.  Every dollar you contribute will be
matched 100% out of the challenge fund. The more you
give, the bigger the match.  You may give as often as you
like.  Funds will be matched dollar for dollar until the
challenge fund runs out, or until July 31, whichever comes
first.

You have choices!  You select the way your gift to IM
will be used.

� Recruit, train and care for new missionaries
� Support all the current missionaries
� Provide personalized support to the missionary of

your choice
� Give to wherever it’s needed most

The funds raised for new missionary recruitment will
enable the call, preparation, support and care of the next
generation of IM missionaries.  IM’s goal is to recruit 10
new missionary units (couples and singles) each year for
the next three years and beyond.

There are over 100 missionaries, development workers
and global consultants who currently serve on behalf of
American Baptist Churches USA.  Your gift will help
strengthen their base of support.

It’s easy to have your donation matched.  You may:
� Give securely online using a credit card.  Go to

http://www.internationalministries.org/drives/6,
choose a giving option on the right and proceed to
checkout.

� Donate by personal check, using a flier/form
available from the Region office or website.

� Call International Ministries at 1-800-222-3872,
ext. 2323.

Matching offer good till July 31, 2012, or until the
challenge fund runs out.


