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Six of our Mid-ABC churches received ABC/USA Matthew 25 Grants this

spring!   Created through monetary gifts of a generous donor, this fund is
designed to channel gifts to help meet the needs of “housing, feeding, education and health with regard to the less fortunate.”
The donor’s primary wish is to help ameliorate poverty.  Since funds are limited, not all grant requests can be approved or
fully funded.  The next group of grants will be awarded this fall, with an application deadline of September 1.  For more
information, see www.abc-usa.org/matthew25.

Here’s how our churches, all in Iowa, are using their Matthew 25 grants:

� DAVENPORT, First Baptist, is funding a Snack Backpack program: a supplemental food program for the
students in need. The teachers identify which students might benefit from the backpack.  Identified students pick
up their backpacks once a month at the end of a school day, take the packs home, and when empty return them for
food refills.  Rev. Craig Anglin is pastor.

� FT. DODGE, First Baptist, is providing transportation assistance for clients of Upper Des Moines Opportunity
who are in need of it.  Examples of what this can be used for would be job searching and interviews, GED classes,
medical and mental health appointments, grocery shopping, and others.  Rev. Jim Laupp is pastor.

� RED OAK, First Baptist, is putting their grant towards the opening of a Free Medical Clinic in Red Oak.  They
have bought a building that was an old bar and in conjunction with others in the community they are currently
renovating the building to house their food pantry and the med clinic, which is planned to open around July 1st.
Rev. Len Taylor is pastor.

� OTTUMWA, Bethany Baptist, is using their grant to fund Bethany Neighbor Ministries: the Bethany Clothes
Closet and Food Pantry provide free clothing and food to anyone in need.    Bethany Ottumwa is currently seeking
pastoral leadership.

� WATERLOO, First Baptist, is using their grant for a free, five-week, Monday-Friday program for elementary-
age children (K-5) that includes a partnership with Waterloo schools to provide breakfast and lunch, with activities
for children all morning at the church.    Rev. Carol Teare is pastor.

� CLINTON, First Baptist’s grant will be used for backpacks and school supplies for local school children, and
other needs as suggested by school nurses and staff.   They are also planning a project at a large local apartment
complex, where they will be sharing brown bag lunches, with Bible stories and activities.  Rev. Ron Lott is pastor.

The Mission Summit/Biennial, June 21-23,
2013, will be historic, literally. We are celebrating
multiple anniversaries as American Baptists: 375
years since the founding of the First Baptist Church
in America, 200 years since our first international
missionaries Ann and Adoniram Judson, landed in
Burma, and 150 years since the signing of the
Emancipation Proclamation. To say that your
worship will be enriched by two 200-voice
Burmese-American choirs, international guests, and
challenging speakers is just to hint at all that God has
waiting for you.  Hope to see you there!

Emergency Relief
Development Projects

Refugee Ministries
Sharing Resources,

Changing Lives
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I love to sing the old hymns.
They are the songs of faith that I
sang growing up.  I guess that I was
the same as many others in that I
often did not think a lot about the
words of the hymn back in those
days.  In my adult life I began to
listen more to the words as I sang.
I came to realize that many of these
hymns have some great theology

behind them.  I also came to recognize that there were also
those that do not.

Recently I was in a service where we sang
“Now I Belong to Jesus”.  Let me apologize
now if this is one of your favorite hymns.  The
chorus of this hymn begins with “Now I belong
to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me”.   I do not have
any problem with the first part of that statement,
but the second part is troublesome.  I believe I know what
the author was trying to say – that when we believe, we
have Jesus fully within us.  The problem that arises is that
when something belongs to us, we have ownership of it.
To say that Jesus belongs to me is to say that I am not
going to be defined by who Jesus is but, rather, I am going
to make him fit my image of him.

I’m afraid that this happens all too often in
Christianity today. We take our existing worldview and
make Jesus fit in to support what we already believe.  This
is one of the areas that non-believers point out in their
view of Christianity.  They see Christians using Jesus as
a weapon to support their agenda instead of letting Jesus
set their agenda.  We also can begin to view Jesus as our
own personal servant, on call to do whatever we bid him
to do.  The danger is that our faith then centers around us,
rather than what I believe the gospels say about our
ministries to others.

This view of Jesus belonging to us also can play out
in the life of the church.  It might exhibit itself in the view

that Jesus belongs to our church but not the one
down the road that might have some different
beliefs.  It might be an arrogance that we don’t
even realize that we have in the way that we
interact with other congregations.  Or it might
simply be that our focus has been on ourselves
other than the ones Jesus has called us to serve.

What we need to do is to let Jesus define who we are
rather than us defining who Jesus is.  Jesus wants to work
in our lives and the lives of our congregations.  However,
he wants to do it on his terms, under his control, and under
his ownership.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Dating to Adoniram Judson’s 1813 mission to Burma
(now known as Myanmar), American Baptist Home
Mission Societies (ABHMS) has maintained strong ties
to the peoples of that region.  Since 2006, ABHMS has
been working vigorously with the thousands of refugees
of Karen, Chin, Kachin, Karenni, Mon, Shan, Lisu and
other ethnicities who have settled in ABC/USA regions.

Today, ABHMS once again affirms the ministry’s
importance with the appointment of two home
missionaries to serve refugee immigrants from Burma.
Rev. Saw Ler Htoo has pastored Calvary Burmese
Church, Washington, D.C. since 2001 and has served as
Executive Secretary of the Karen Baptist Churches USA
since 2009.  Pastor Ronald Charles Nunuk of West Allis,
WI, is a well-known, gifted leader with a broad
background, including roles as founding senior pastor at
Carson Chin Baptist Church, West Allis, and trustee and
youth coordinator of Chin Baptist Churches of USA. He
has served as a board member of American Baptist
Churches of Wisconsin.  The appointments of these two
men mark the first time that Burma pastoral leaders will
serve as staff at the national level.

Rev. Saw Ler Htoo and Pastor Ronald Charles Nunuk
will be formally commissioned as American Baptist
Home Missionaries during the upcoming Mission
Summit this summer.

We don’t define
who Jesus is –
Jesus defines
who we are.

Debby and Kyle Witmer from Springville, Indiana,
have been endorsed by American Baptist International
Ministries (IM) to serve in Thailand with IM’s partner, the
Thailand Karen Baptist Convention (TKBC) at the Siloam
Bible Institute in Chiang Mai, Thailand.  The couple will
work in pastoral education and leadership development.
Kyle will also do continuing education with TKBC pastors
and evangelists.

Kyle currently serves as pastor of Avoca Baptist
Church in Avoca, Indiana, where Debby also serves as
worship leader and head of the missions committee. Their
church is excited about partnering with them in this new
area of ministry.

When asked why they feel called to this ministry, they
responded, “The church is called to make disciples of all
ethnicities.  Our sense of call to this ministry is a response
to our call to serve the church.  Leadership development is
greatly needed. The work at Siloam is established and is
helping pastors grow and learn, as well as calling new
pastors in villages to the ministry.”

As endorsed missionary candidates, the Witmers will
be working in the months ahead to build their Missionary
Partnership Network.

Learn more about the Witmers on the IM website:
http://www.internationalministries.org/teams/594-witmer
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Next year's conference is already in the works.

The theme will be "Prodigal Christianity: Beyond
Worn Paths".   David Fitch and Geoff Holsclaw,
co-authors of Prodigal Christianity: 10 Signposts
into the Missional Frontier, will be our speakers.

Save the dates of April 28-30, 2014 on your
calendar and plan to attend.

American Baptist Churches USA has a rich history,
reaching back to 1814, to the start of the American Baptist
Foreign Mission Society (now International Ministries),
and 1832 with the American Baptist Home Mission
Societies.
   2013 is an anniversary year for quite a few events that
have been central to American Baptist history:
� Ann and Adoniram Judson arrived in Burma, 1813
� Emancipation Proclamation, 1863
� March on Washington, 1963
� First Baptist Church in America, 1638

Our history is one of the many reasons I am proud to
be an American Baptist.  Our commitment to ecumenical
work and human rights issues are also important to me.  In
the coming year, ABC/USA will be highlighting the stories
of many people across the United States and Puerto Rico
who are proud of their American Baptist heritage.  You can
visit the following webpage for more information:
http://www.abc-usa.org/proudtobeanamericanbaptist/
   We hope that you will join in our excitement as we
thank God for our heritage and pray that we learn God's
plan for us and the bright future of our denomination.

  A. Roy Medley, General Secretary of ABC/USA

The Prairie Pastors Conference was held at New Life
Baptist Church, Bellvue, NE on April 8-10, 2013.  The
conference is co-sponsored by four ABC Regions,
including Mid-American Baptist Churches.  Over 80
pastors gathered to hear Dr. Kevin Eichner, President of
Ottawa University and Dr. Robert Duncan, president of
Bacone University, speak on leadership and spiritual
formation. American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS)

encourages mission volunteers and those offering mission
opportunities throughout the United States and Puerto Rico
to connect through the new ecumenical website
MissionalNetworking.org.

The purpose of the website, according to its home page,
is “to connect missional faith communities with volunteers,
resources, and one another in service that transforms the
lives of individuals and communities, making visible the
Kingdom of God.”

Features include the following:
� a Google Maps-powered interactive map that allows

users to indicate their entity’s location and categorize it
via color coding as a “Mission Field,” “Volunteer
Team,” “Resource Site,” “Missional Community” or
“Disaster Relief”;

� resources, including mission-related terms and
definitions;

� “Missional 1-2-1” blog about the missional church as a
model and its theological/biblical basis; and

� “Stories from the Front Lines” blog, offering personal
narratives about mission experiences.
The site was founded by a handful of Wisconsin pastors

who were using the missional model in their own
communities. Seeking to expand, they contacted the Rev.
Dr. Ronald Carlson, ABHMS missional church strategist,
regarding ABHMS sponsorship.

“The purpose of the site is not to promote any one
organization but for mission engagement. The other aspect
is that it would become a source of free resources,” says
Carlson. “We’re not looking to generate revenue by selling
materials. We want to get resources out into the hands of
churches that will help them to be better equipped and
empowered to do mission within their own context.”

The American Baptist Churches, U.S.A. has a new
monthly email news update.  You can sign up to receive
this email at www.abc-usa.org (middle of the page
towards the bottom on the main page of the website).

Churches that have been recognized for being in the top
100 churches nationally in United Mission giving for 2012:

FBC Greater Des Moines, Johnston, IA
FBC Fairfield, IA

FBC Ames, IA
FBC Pella, IA

SAVE THE DATE!
A mission trip to Nicaragua is scheduled for

February 14-22, 2014.
More information will be available in coming months -
watch the M-ABC website and Body Builders emails.
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In early April, the
Forest Lake Venture
Work Week saw fair

weather the first few days, and much of the outdoor work
was accomplished on those days.  We averaged about 20
volunteers each of those days with a split of about half
indoors and half out.  The weather became more of a
challenge later on in the work week and “necessary”
outdoor work on trails and lawns was accomplished while
work focused on inside projects.  Much was accomplished!
Thank you all for your generosity and needed support in
time, offerings, and prayers.

Some of the projects completed were:
� New bunk beds

constructed and
painted

� Hallway painted
� Tiles laid and

repairs made
� Chapel fireplace

weatherized with
new flashing added

� Cabin roofs and
gutters cleaned

� Fireplace prepared for new cap when constructed
� Shingle repairs made on cabins and chapel
� Trail clearing nearly completed and beaver-damaged

trees cut and hauled to wood yard
� Front entrance sign scraped and painted
� Pine downspout and extension installed

Gary Morrison

On Saturday, April
27th, Forest Lake Camp
and Conference Center
was brimming with
excitement as we kicked
off a new summer of
ministry and fun!

Campers young and old came for our first annual camp
kickoff to learn about the camps for the summer of 2013,
to experience the beauty of God in the Wilderness at camp,
and to reunite with camp friends for a day.  During the
celebration, coordinators shared about their upcoming
camps, we sang some fun campfire songs, had a scavenger
hunt all over the grounds, had a BBQ by the lake, and then
fished, canoed, and hiked.  We had a beautiful day, a great
turnout, and are excited about the upcoming camping
season.          Regan Stoops

Many projects are underway at Dayton Oaks as the
camp is prepared for the busy summer season.  Mowing
season has officially started.  The wall in the dish room
sustained years of water damage and will have new ceramic
tile after its repair.  A new dishwasher replaces the old one
which had served us for 40 years.  We are also finishing the
new cabin, which has been primed and painted.  The new
bunk beds were made, and delivered on May 18th.  A work

crew was in to add the
ductwork to the lodge
for the air conditioning
units that were donated
to the camp a while ago.
Praise the Lord for air
conditioning!

Even though we
have many projects
going, don’t assume we

have enough money to cover the annual budget.  Some may
think that because we are spending money on projects, we
have an abundance of finances; however, this is not the
case.  We were blessed with a large financial gift that we are
using to replace and repair many projects that have been put
off because of lack of funding.  Giving in 2012 was down
by more than $17,000 for Dayton Oaks Camp so we were
not able to do much last year.  Your financial gifts are still
needed and appreciated.

Think about the maintenance and repairs that are needed
for your own home.  We currently have six cabins, the
lodge, and the retreat house that are in need of maintenance.
Repairs need to be made on the walk-in freezer and the
retreat house roof, painting is required for the inside and
outside of six cabins, carpets and mattresses need to be
replaced, the lodge showers need to be redone, and that’s
just the start of our needs at Dayton Oaks.  The camp is
non-profit and the only way to raise funds is for you to
donate to God’s ministry here.  God will provide, and we
know that He will provide through our churches and His
people.

Matt & Dani Siebert

Venture photos by Tom Wheeler

See you at
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In early June, Purdue University senior Garrett
Zambrows began a cross-country biking trip to raise
funds for anti-human-trafficking efforts.  The five
month, 12,000 mile long journey, called “Riding
Against Traffic!”, is designed to spotlight the global
problem of trafficking in human beings.  Zambrows
will appear at the ABC Mission Summit/Biennial at the
American Baptist International Ministries (IM) exhibit
to raise awareness for his trip.

Funds raised at the Mission Summit/Biennial will
go for the anti-trafficking mission
work of ABC missionaries
Mylinda Baits in Costa Rica and
Debbie Kelsey in Italy.
Additionally, funds raised by
Zambrows will support CASA for
Kids, which helps abused and
neglected children in Indiana.

We rejoice with
First Baptist Church
of Davenport, IA, in
welcoming 15 new
members into their
congregation.

The First Baptist Church of Malvern, IA is celebrating
120 years of ministry. Rev. Shirley Albert is Pastor.

Congratulations to Emily Slade,
(pictured at right) Associate Pastor of
Children and Youth Ministries at First
Baptist Boone, IA, and her husband
Mike, on the birth of Natalie Ruth, who
was born March 26, 2013.

The First Baptist Church of Osage,
IA, celebrated the renovation of their
church sanctuary with a rededication and
open house the afternoon of April 28, 2013.

Vernon Gregg, longtime member at Mt. Olive Baptist
Church, Cherokee, IA, passed away March 24, 2013.  Vernon
was very active in his church and in Region activities. Please
remember his wife, Marlys, and other family members as they
mourn his passing.

Iowans for Gun Safety, a coalition
of organizations and individuals
seeking reasonable laws and policies to
help reduce gun violence, announced
the appointment of Rev. Cheryl
Thomas (pictured at right) as their new
coordinator beginning May 1.  Rev.
Thomas was previously pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, Des Moines, IA, and an early leader of AMOS
(A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy).

The youth of First Baptist of Greater Des Moines
in Johnston, IA, took charge of the morning worship
service on April 28, 2013, leading prayers and
congregational singing, serving as ushers and greeters,
presenting special music, and reading scripture.  Instead
of a sermon, they presented three vignettes from the
ministry of Paul.  In the photo, Paul sits preaching to a
group of Christians, while a young man, Eutychus,
perches in the window (from Acts 20:7-12).

Arlan Van Dusseldorp (pictured
left) died quietly on May 26, 2013, after
dealing with renal cancer for five years.
He was always active, even planting his
garden, one week previous to his death.
A memorial service was held Saturday,
June 8, at First Baptist Church, Pella, IA.

Arlan’s life of mission and ministry
began with giving children’s sermons in New Providence BC
in Confidence as the pastor’s helpmate.  He became active in
Area III activities, especially the campaign to build the motel
at Forest Lake Camp near Ottumwa.
 Arlan was active in AB Men, especially Disaster Relief and
mission trips to Nicaragua.  He took training in Ottumwa and
Green Bay to get his CDL license so he could drive the AB
Men’s Disaster Relief trailer.  He also drove trucks for
Geetings for a while.  He was the editor of the Spokesman for
many years.  He served as a trustee, a deacon and on the
mission board at the First Baptist Church, Pella, IA.  Other
ministries included Cursillo, Brothers in Blue prison
ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, Pella Day
Care Board, Work of Our Hands, the Forest Lake Camp
Ministry Team and Wisdom Seekers.

Please be in prayer for Arlan’s wife of many years, Sonja,
and his children and grandchildren, many of whom were able
to visit him in May for an early Father’s Day and birthday
celebration.
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"Designed to Serve" is the new ABW theme for
2013-2014.  Women from First Baptist Church in
Charles City, IA, explored this theme on May 4 in a
day-long retreat. Pastor Ruth Yeaton led the group in
Bible study and participants shared their experiences in
helping and being helped. After lunch the women
(pictured below) created bracelets for Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes.  As the day ended
additional ideas for using our gifts to serve others were
suggested.                                    Ruth Yeaton

This year’s crazy spring weather didn’t deter the spirits
of those faithful Area II women gathered in Anamosa, IA,
April 19th. The possibility of snow showers, which
thankfully didn’t materialize, lessened our numbers but
nevertheless, a great day of fellowship was enjoyed by
those in attendance. Becky Mann won our hearts as she
shared stories of her family and her work with various
groups in Thailand. She is truly doing the Lord’s work!
One becomes so blessed when meeting missionaries;
becoming “up close and personal” with them is a
wonderful learning experience. Many times we become
discouraged (especially those of us in small ABWM
groups) and wonder how we will meet our White Cross
quotas and how can we afford to send small gifts to our
missionaries. Then we come face to face with a “real, live”
missionary and we tell ourselves, “of course, we can do it
and we must do more!” Spring Rallies are a tradition, a

great time of meeting old friends

and fellowshipping together, but they are so much more. I
am very thankful, in these changing times, that Spring
Rally continues to usually mean a missionary in our midst,
“up close and personal.” We pray this can continue.
      One piece of good news to share, too, is that it was
decided that Area II would become a Vital Partner! Dr.
Barb Reid, conference co-chair, told us of plans and
preparations for the annual ABW conference at Waverly,
and whetted our appetites to register for the event. It was
good to welcome the Rev. Mary Miller, our associate
executive minister, to our area. We look forward to her
Bible studies at Waverly.  Marcia Street, outgoing region
president, did her usual stellar job informing us of region
and national ABWM news. Thank you, Marcia, for your
dedication and just plain hard work, the last three years.
Yes, from the first cup of coffee at nine a.m. to the last hug
at three p.m., it was a good day!

Lois Terrell, Area II President

American Baptist missionary Becky
Mann (pictured above left) gave presentations
at all the Region ABW meetings in April, and
brought along samples of one of her
ministries.  Lanna Coffee exists to raise
awareness for the needs of the villagers living
in the hills of Northern Thailand.  Every
pound of Lanna Coffee purchased helps bring a hilltribe
villager hope – hope for clean water, hope for adequate
healthcare, hope for an education for their children, hope
for a better life.

If you are interested in a delicious way to support
missions in Thailand and help encourage economic justice
for hilltribe villagers, go to www.lannacoffee.org to order
coffee for your church fellowship hour or for your own
use at home.

Thanks to Jan Ostrander for photos from the Area III retreat held at Forest Lake Camp.

Love Gift Totals as of April 2013
YTD - $4,523.11

Last YTD - $5,906.94
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Spring is the time for all
things new in the world of
nature and even in our
organization.  At National

Conference in Phoenix, Arizona, July 27 to August 1, our
new program theme for the next two years, “Designed to
Serve”, will be launched.  Missionary Rev. Dr. Adalia
Schellinger from Deborah House will be the Bible study
leader. You will get a chance to meet Patti Stratton,  our
new national ABW president.

Other new things are wonderful events
to attend closer to home, like Women’s Day
at  Overland Park Convention Center in
Kansas City on June 21, and the Mid-
America conference June 28-29 at Wartburg
College, Waverly, IA.

I am really looking forward to these
opportunities to connect with wonderful
women but also to learn new things about
our ministries and organization. Please
make sure you put at least one of these
events in your “must attend” list.  If you
can’t make that happen, the next plan is to find someone
to take your place.  This might involve helping with
expenses or even caring for children, and what a great way
to bless another woman or AB GIRL.

“Break the Chains” national project has now ended.
The monies received from this project have helped to start
over 20 new ministries helping those victimized in human

trafficking and domestic abuse.  It has also given us
opportunity to learn about great needs for women and
children.

The Women and Girls Mission Fund will now have
only three places to designate your money: AB GIRLS,
Leadership Development and Missionary Refit.

Thanks to more Vital Partners, of which we now have
15 in Mid-America, the general operating funds for
national are much closer to the budget than last year. For
at least $120 a year, you or a group can become a Vital
Partner.  Please show your support in this way.

Have you gone to www.intheirshoespodcast.org and
listened to one of the interviews featuring women with

expertise on an issue facing women and girls
globally?  If not, that is something new you
can try. You are also invited to visit
http://intheirshoesblog.wordpress.com to
read new entries once every two weeks.

When you start planning  programs for
local ABWM, make sure you have the new
program book.  It will be  available at all
events, or call Judson Press or go to
www.abwministries.org to purchase a copy.

I want to end my last musings by saying
thanks to the hardworking region ABWM
board, those planning the conferences, and all

the local officers and participants who have continued to
make our organization vital.  It has been a joy and
privilege to be your president these past three years.

Love, Joy and Peace,
Marcia Street

ABWomen’s Ministry President, M-ABC

Don’t Forget:
Women’s Day

Biennial/Mission Summit
June 21

Overland Park, KS
M-ABW Conference

June 28-29
Wartburg College

Waverly, IA

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES

n Region Project - different each year
n Student Aid - college scholarship for

M-ABC boys and girls
nWomen and Girls Fund
n Dues - $1 per year for each woman of

your church
n Vital Partners - for National Ministries
n Missions - Christmas checks for

missionaries
n Endowment Fund - for ABWM future
n National Support - for national expense

The pie graph below shows all funds that need to be sent to
the M-ABW treasurer, Donna Liscum.  These funds should be
sent before the annual meeting, June 28, 2013.

Please note that Area dues should be sent to your Area
treasurer.

Love Gift should be sent with other mission giving directly
to the M-ABC office in Des Moines.  White Cross goes to
whatever is on the order.  NO White Cross monies or material
comes to us.    Donna Liscum, M-ABW Treasurer

At last report we've raised $3,714.00 toward our
goal of $5,000 for our Region Project for Bethel
Neighborhood Centers Prevention, Intervention and
Education Wellness Program (picture below).
PLEASE consider giving half again what you
normally give to Region Project right away if you
can.  Our goal is to have the full amount raised by
conference time, so that we can present the check at
that time to Rev. Mang Sonna, Bethel Neighborhood
Director.  Mail to Region Treasurer, Donna Liscum
at 203 Martin Street, Renwick, IA 50577.
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The first M-ABC Quilters’ Retreat was held on one of the
snowiest weekends of 2013, May 3-4, in Oelwein, IA.  The seven
participants enjoyed working on three small quilts for Bethel
Neighborhood Center as well as their own personal projects.
Such a good time was had by all that we planned two more quilt
retreats!

It’s Time for

Quilters, mark your calendars for
November 7-9, 2013

when we will be quilting at Dayton Oaks Camp.
And hold the date for next year

May 2-4, 2014
when we will return to Oelwein.


